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accordance with applicable foreign law
and Article 15 of the Convention.

[71 FR 8131, Feb. 15, 2006, as amended at 79
FR 40635, July 14, 2014]

STANDARDS FOR CASES IN WHICH A
CHILD IS IMMIGRATING TO THE UNITED
STATES (INCOMING CASES)

§96.47 Preparation of home studies in
incoming cases.

(a) The agency or person ensures that
a home study on the prospective adop-
tive parent(s) (which for purposes of
this section includes the initial report
and any supplemental statement sub-
mitted to DHS) is completed that in-
cludes the following:

(1) Information about the prospective
adoptive parent(s)’ identity, eligibility
and suitability to adopt, background,
family and medical history, social en-
vironment, reasons for adoption, abil-
ity to undertake an intercountry adop-
tion, and the characteristics of the
children for whom the prospective
adoptive parent(s) would be qualified
to care (specifying in particular wheth-
er they are willing and able to care for
a child with special needs);

(2) A determination whether the pro-
spective adoptive parent(s) are eligible
and suited to adopt;

(3) A statement describing the coun-
seling and training provided to the pro-
spective adoptive parent(s);

(4) The results of a criminal back-
ground check on the prospective adop-
tive parent(s) and any other individual
for whom a check is required by 8 CFR
204.311;

(5) A full and complete statement of
all facts relevant to the eligibility and
suitability of the prospective adoptive
parent(s) to adopt a child under any
specific requirements identified to the
Secretary by the Central Authority of
the child’s country of origin; and

(6) A statement in each copy of the
home study that it is a true and accu-
rate copy of the home study that was
provided to the prospective adoptive
parent(s) or DHS.

(b) The agency or person ensures that
the home study is performed in accord-
ance with 8 CFR 204.311, and any appli-
cable State law.

(c) Where the home study is not per-
formed in the first instance by an ac-
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credited agency, the agency or person
ensures that the home study is re-
viewed and approved in writing by an
accredited agency. The written ap-
proval must include a determination
that the home study:

(1) Includes all of the information re-
quired by paragraph (a) of this section
and is performed in accordance with 8
CFR 204.311, and applicable State law;
and

(2) Was performed by an individual
who meets the requirements in
§96.37(f), or, if the individual is an ex-
empted provider, ensures that the indi-
vidual meets the requirements for
home study providers established by 8
CFR 204.301.

(d) The agency or person takes all ap-
propriate measures to ensure the time-
ly transmission of the same home
study that was provided to the prospec-
tive adoptive parent(s) or to DHS to
the Central Authority of the child’s
country of origin (or to an alternative
authority designated by that Central
Authority).

[71 FR 8131, Feb. 15, 2006, as amended at 79
FR 40635, July 14, 2014]

§96.48 Preparation and training of
prospective adoptive parent(s) in
incoming cases.

(a) The agency or person provides
prospective adoptive parent(s) with at
least ten hours (independent of the
home study) of preparation and train-
ing, as described in paragraphs (b) and
(c) of this section, designed to promote
a successful intercountry adoption.
The agency or person provides such
training before the prospective adop-
tive parent(s) travel to adopt the child
or the child is placed with the prospec-
tive adoptive parent(s) for adoption.

(b) The training provided by the
agency or person addresses the fol-
lowing topics:

(1) The intercountry adoption proc-
ess, the general characteristics and
needs of children awaiting adoption,
and the in-country conditions that af-
fect children in the foreign country
from which the prospective adoptive
parent(s) plan to adopt;

(2) The effects on children of mal-
nutrition, relevant environmental tox-
ins, maternal substance abuse, and of
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