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21 CFR Ch. I (4–1–23 Edition) § 501.1 

AUTHORITY: 15 U.S.C. 1453, 1454, 1455; 21 
U.S.C. 321, 331, 342, 343, 348, 371. 

SOURCE: 41 FR 38619, Sept. 10, 1976, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 
§ 501.1 Principal display panel of pack-

age form animal food. 
The term principal display panel as it 

applies to food in package form and as 
used in this part, means the part of a 
label that is most likely to be dis-
played, presented, shown, or examined 
under customary conditions of display 
for retail sale. The principal display 
panel shall be large enough to accom-
modate all the mandatory label infor-
mation required to be placed thereon 
by this part with clarity and conspicu-
ousness and without obscuring design, 
vignettes, or crowding. Where packages 
bear alternate principal display panels, 
information required to be placed on 
the principal display panel shall be du-
plicated on each principal display 
panel. For the purpose of obtaining 
uniform type size in declaring the 
quantity of contents for all packages of 
substantially the same size, the term 
area of the principal display panel means 
the area of the side or surface that 
bears the principal display panel, 
which area shall be: 

(a) In the case of a rectangular pack-
age where one entire side properly can 
be considered to be the principal dis-
play panel side, the product of the 
height times the width of that side; 

(b) In the case of a cylindrical or 
nearly cylindrical container, 40 percent 
of the product of the height of the con-
tainer times the circumference; 

(c) In the case of any otherwise 
shaped container, 40 percent of the 
total surface of the container: Provided, 
however, That where such container 
presents an obvious principal display 
panel such as the top of a triangular or 
circular package, the area shall consist 
of the entire top surface. In deter-
mining the area of the principal dis-
play panel, exclude tops, bottoms, 
flanges at tops and bottoms of cans, 
and shoulders and necks of bottles or 
jars. In the case of cylindrical or near-
ly cylindrical containers, information 
required by this part to appear on the 
principal display panel shall appear 

within that 40 percent of the circum-
ference which is most likely to be dis-
played, presented, shown, or examined 
under customary conditions of display 
for retail sale. 

§ 501.2 Information panel of package 
for animal food. 

(a) The term information panel as it 
applies to packaged food means that 
part of the label immediately contig-
uous and to the right of the principal 
display panel as observed by an indi-
vidual facing the principal display 
panel with the following exceptions: 

(1) If the part of the label imme-
diately contiguous and to the right of 
the principal display panel is too small 
to accommodate the necessary infor-
mation or is otherwise unusable label 
space, e.g., folded flaps or can ends, the 
panel immediately contiguous and to 
the right of this part of the label may 
be used. 

(2) If the package has one or more al-
ternate principal display panels, the in-
formation panel is immediately contig-
uous and to the right of any principal 
display panel. 

(3) If the top of the container is the 
principal display panel and the pack-
age has no alternate principal display 
panel, the information panel is any 
panel adjacent to the principal display 
panel. 

(b) All information required to ap-
pear on the label of any package of 
food pursuant to §§ 501.4, 501.5, 501.8 and 
501.17 shall appear either on the prin-
cipal display panel or on the informa-
tion panel, unless otherwise specified 
by regulations in this chapter. 

(c) All information appearing on the 
principal display panel or the informa-
tion panel pursuant to this section 
shall appear prominently and conspicu-
ously, but in no case may the letters 
and/or numbers be less than 1⁄16 inch in 
height unless an exemption pursuant 
to paragraph (f) of this section is estab-
lished. The requirements for conspicu-
ousness and legibility shall include the 
specifications of §§ 501.15 and 501.105(h) 
(1) and (2). 

(1) Packaged foods are exempt from 
the type size requirements of this para-
graph: Provided, That: 

(i) The package is designed such that 
it has a surface area that can bear an 
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