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issue of fact has been raised by the ma-
terial submitted. If the Commissioner 
or his or her delegate determines that 
a hearing is not justified, written no-
tice of the determination will be given 
to the parties explaining the reason for 
denial. 

(b) After a hearing commences, the 
presiding officer may issue a summary 
decision on any issue in the hearing if 
the presiding officer determines from 
the material submitted in connection 
with the hearing, or from matters offi-
cially noticed, that there is no genuine 
and substantial issue of fact respecting 
that issue. For the purpose of this 
paragraph, a hearing commences upon 
the receipt by FDA of a request for 
hearing submitted under § 16.22(b). 

(c) The Commissioner or his or her 
delegate may review any summary de-
cision of the presiding officer issued 
under paragraph (b) of this section at 
the request of a party or on the Com-
missioner’s or his or her delegate’s own 
initiative. 

[53 FR 4615, Feb. 17, 1988, as amended at 69 
FR 17290, Apr. 2, 2004] 

Subpart C—Commissioner and 
Presiding Officer 

§ 16.40 Commissioner. 
Whenever the Commissioner has del-

egated authority on a matter for which 
a regulatory hearing is available under 
this part, the functions of the Commis-
sioner under this part may be per-
formed by any of the officials to whom 
the authority has been delegated, e.g., 
a center director. 

[69 FR 17290, Apr. 2, 2004] 

§ 16.42 Presiding officer. 
(a) An FDA employee to whom the 

Commissioner delegates such author-
ity, or any other agency employee des-
ignated by an employee to whom such 
authority is delegated, or, consistent 
with 5 CFR 930.209(b) or (c), an adminis-
trative law judge to whom such author-
ity is delegated, may serve as the pre-
siding officer and conduct a regulatory 
hearing under this part. 

(b) In a regulatory hearing required 
by the act or a regulation, the pre-
siding officer is to be free from bias or 
prejudice and may not have partici-

pated in the investigation or action 
that is the subject of the hearing or be 
subordinate to a person, other than the 
Commissioner, who has participated in 
such investigation or action. 

(c)(1) The Commissioner or the dele-
gate under § 16.40 is not precluded by 
this section from prior participation in 
the investigation or action that is the 
subject of the hearing. If there has 
been prior participation, the Commis-
sioner or the delegate should, if fea-
sible, designate a presiding officer for 
the hearing who is not a subordinate. 
Thus, if the Commissioner’s authority 
to make a final decision has been dele-
gated to a center director, the pre-
siding officer may be an official in an-
other center or the office of the Com-
missioner. The exercise of general su-
pervisory responsibility, or the des-
ignation of the presiding officer, does 
not constitute prior participation in 
the investigation or action that is the 
subject of the hearing so as to preclude 
the Commissioner or delegate from 
designating a subordinate as the pre-
siding officer. 

(2) The party requesting a hearing 
may make a written request to have 
the Commissioner or the delegate 
under § 16.40 be the presiding officer, 
notwithstanding paragraph (c)(1) of 
this section. If accepted, as a matter of 
discretion, by the Commissioner or the 
delegate, the request is binding upon 
the party making the request. 

(3) A different presiding officer may 
be substituted for the one originally 
designated under § 16.22 without notice 
to the parties. 

[44 FR 22367, Apr. 13, 1979, as amended at 54 
FR 9037, Mar. 3, 1989; 67 FR 53306, Aug. 15, 
2002] 

§ 16.44 Communication to presiding of-
ficer and Commissioner. 

(a) Regulatory hearings are not sub-
ject to the separation of functions 
rules in § 10.55. 

(b) Those persons who are directly in-
volved in the investigation or presen-
tation of the position of FDA or any 
party at a regulatory hearing that is 
required by the act or a regulation 
should avoid any off-the-record com-
munication on the matter to the pre-
siding officer or the Commissioner or 
their advisors if the communication is 
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