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Health Service, or Bureau of Prisons 
who is authorized to prescribe, dis-
pense, or administer, but not to pro-
cure or purchase, controlled substances 
in the course of his/her official duties. 
Such officials shall follow procedures 
set forth in part 1306 of this chapter re-
garding prescriptions, but shall state 
the branch of service or agency (e.g., 
‘‘U.S. Army’’ or ‘‘Public Health Serv-
ice’’) and the service identification 
number of the issuing official in lieu of 
the registration number required on 
prescription forms. The service identi-
fication number for a Public Health 
Service employee is his/her Social Se-
curity identification number. 

(b) The requirement of registration is 
waived for any official or agency of the 
U.S. Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air 
Force, Space Force, Coast Guard, or 
Public Health Service who or which is 
authorized to import or export con-
trolled substances in the course of his/ 
her official duties. 

(c) If any official exempted by this 
section also engages as a private indi-
vidual in any activity or group of ac-
tivities for which registration is re-
quired, such official shall obtain a reg-
istration for such private activities. 

[62 FR 13951, Mar. 24, 1997, as amended at 86 
FR 51822, Sept. 17, 2021] 

§ 1301.24 Exemption of law enforce-
ment officials. 

(a) The requirement of registration is 
waived for the following persons in the 
circumstances described in this sec-
tion: 

(1) Any officer or employee of the Ad-
ministration, any customs officer, any 
officer or employee of the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration, and any 
other Federal or Insular officer who is 
lawfully engaged in the enforcement of 
any Federal law relating to controlled 
substances, drugs, or customs, and is 
duly authorized to possess or to import 
or export controlled substances in the 
course of his/her official duties; and 

(2) Any officer or employee of any 
State, or any political subdivision or 
agency thereof, who is engaged in the 
enforcement of any State or local law 
relating to controlled substances and is 
duly authorized to possess controlled 
substances in the course of his/her offi-
cial duties. 

(b) Any official exempted by this sec-
tion may, when acting in the course of 
his/her official duties, procure any con-
trolled substance in the course of an 
inspection, or in the course of any 
criminal investigation involving the 
person from whom the substance was 
procured, and may possess any con-
trolled substance and distribute any 
such substance to any other official 
who is also exempted by this section 
and acting in the course of his/her offi-
cial duties. 

(c) In order to enable law enforce-
ment agency laboratories, including 
laboratories of the Administration, to 
obtain and transfer controlled sub-
stances for use as standards in chem-
ical analysis, such laboratories shall 
obtain annually a registration to con-
duct chemical analysis. Such labora-
tories shall be exempted from payment 
of a fee for registration. Laboratory 
personnel, when acting in the scope of 
their official duties, are deemed to be 
officials exempted by this section and 
within the activity described in section 
515(d) of the Act (21 U.S.C. 885(d)). For 
purposes of this paragraph, laboratory 
activities shall not include field or 
other preliminary chemical tests by of-
ficials exempted by this section. 

(d) In addition to the activities au-
thorized under a registration to con-
duct chemical analysis pursuant to 
§ 1301.13(e)(1)(ix), laboratories of the 
Administration shall be authorized to 
manufacture or import controlled sub-
stances for any lawful purpose, to dis-
tribute or export such substances to 
any person, and to import and export 
such substances in emergencies with-
out regard to the requirements of part 
1312 of this chapter if a report con-
cerning the importation or exportation 
is made to the Drug Operations Section 
of the Administration within 30 days of 
such importation or exportation. 

[62 FR 13951, Mar. 24, 1997, as amended at 81 
FR 97019, Dec. 30, 2016; 87 FR 66955, Nov. 7, 
2022] 

§ 1301.25 Registration regarding ocean 
vessels, aircraft, and other entities. 

(a) If acquired by and dispensed under 
the general supervision of a medical of-
ficer described in paragraph (b) of this 
section, or the master or first officer of 
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the vessel under the circumstances de-
scribed in paragraph (d) of this section, 
controlled substances may be held for 
stocking, be maintained in, and dis-
pensed from medicine chests, first aid 
packets, or dispensaries: 

(1) On board any vessel engaged in 
international trade or in trade between 
ports of the United States and any 
merchant vessel belonging to the U.S. 
Government; 

(2) On board any aircraft operated by 
an air carrier under a certificate of per-
mit issued pursuant to the Federal 
Aviation Act of 1958 (49 U.S.C. 1301); 
and 

(3) In any other entity of fixed or 
transient location approved by the Ad-
ministrator as appropriate for applica-
tion of this section (e.g., emergency 
kits at field sites of an industrial firm). 

(b) A medical officer shall be: 
(1) Licensed in a state as a physician; 
(2) Employed by the owner or oper-

ator of the vessel, aircraft or other en-
tity; and 

(3) Registered under the Act at either 
of the following locations: 

(i) The principal office of the owner 
or operator of the vessel, aircraft or 
other entity or 

(ii) At any other location provided 
that the name, address, registration 
number and expiration date as they ap-
pear on his/her Certificate of Registra-
tion (DEA Form 223) for this location 
are maintained for inspection at said 
principal office in a readily retrievable 
manner. 

(c) A registered medical officer may 
serve as medical officer for more than 
one vessel, aircraft, or other entity 
under a single registration, unless he/ 
she serves as medical officer for more 
than one owner or operator, in which 
case he/she shall either maintain a sep-
arate registration at the location of 
the principal office of each such owner 
or operator or utilize one or more reg-
istrations pursuant to paragraph 
(b)(3)(ii) of this section. 

(d) If no medical officer is employed 
by the owner or operator of a vessel, or 
in the event such medical officer is not 
accessible and the acquisition of con-
trolled substances is required, the mas-
ter or first officer of the vessel, who 
shall not be registered under the Act, 

may purchase controlled substances 
from a registered manufacturer or dis-
tributor, or from an authorized phar-
macy as described in paragraph (f) of 
this section, by following the procedure 
outlined below: 

(1) The master or first officer of the 
vessel must personally appear at the 
vendor’s place of business, present 
proper identification (e.g., Seaman’s 
photographic identification card) and a 
written requisition for the controlled 
substances. 

(2) The written requisition must be 
on the vessel’s official stationery or 
purchase order form and must include 
the name and address of the vendor, 
the name of the controlled substance, 
description of the controlled substance 
(dosage form, strength and number or 
volume per container) number of con-
tainers ordered, the name of the vessel, 
the vessel’s official number and coun-
try of registry, the owner or operator 
of the vessel, the port at which the ves-
sel is located, signature of the vessel’s 
officer who is ordering the controlled 
substances and the date of the requisi-
tion. 

(3) The vendor may, after verifying 
the identification of the vessel’s officer 
requisitioning the controlled sub-
stances, deliver the control substances 
to that officer. The transaction shall 
be documented, in triplicate, on a 
record of sale in a format similar to 
that outlined in paragraph (d)(4) of this 
section. The vessel’s requisition shall 
be attached to copy 1 of the record of 
sale and filed with the controlled sub-
stances records of the vendor, copy 2 of 
the record of sale shall be furnished to 
the officer of the vessel and retained 
aboard the vessel, copy 3 of the record 
of sale shall be forwarded to the near-
est DEA Division Office within 15 days 
after the end of the month in which the 
sale is made. 

(4) The vendor’s record of sale should 
be similar to, and must include all the 
information contained in, the below 
listed format. 

SALE OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES TO 
VESSELS 

(Name of registrant) llllllllllll

(Address of registrant) lllllllllll

(DEA registration number) lllllllll
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Line No. Number of pack-
ages ordered Size of packages Name of product Packages distrib-

uted Date distributed 

1 ...................................... .............................. .............................. ............................ .............................. ............................
2 ...................................... .............................. .............................. ............................ .............................. ............................
3 ...................................... .............................. .............................. ............................ .............................. ............................

FOOTNOTE: Line numbers may be continued according to needs of the vendor. 

Number of lines completed lllllllll

Name of vessel lllllllllllllll

Vessel’s official number lllllllllll

Vessel’s country of registry lllllllll

Owner or operator of the vessel lllllll

Name and title of vessel’s officer who pre-
sented the requisition _____________ 

Signature of vessel’s officer who presented 
the requisition ______________ 

(e) Any medical officer described in 
paragraph (b) of this section shall, in 
addition to complying with all require-
ments and duties prescribed for reg-
istrants generally, prepare an annual 
report as of the date on which his/her 
registration expires, which shall give 
in detail an accounting for each vessel, 
aircraft, or other entity, and a sum-
mary accounting for all vessels, air-
craft, or other entities under his/her 
supervision for all controlled sub-
stances purchased, dispensed or dis-
posed of during the year. The medical 
officer shall maintain this report with 
other records required to be kept under 
the Act and, upon request, deliver a 
copy of the report to the Administra-
tion. The medical officer need not be 
present when controlled substances are 
dispensed, if the person who actually 
dispensed the controlled substances is 
responsible to the medical officer to 
justify his/her actions. 

(f) Any registered pharmacy that 
wishes to distribute controlled sub-
stances pursuant to this section shall 
be authorized to do so, provided: 

(1) The registered pharmacy notifies 
the nearest Division Office of the Ad-
ministration of its intention to so dis-
tribute controlled substances prior to 
the initiation of such activity. This no-
tification shall be by registered mail 
and shall contain the name, address, 
and registration number of the phar-
macy as well as the date upon which 
such activity will commence; and 

(2) Such activity is authorized by 
state law; and 

(3) The total number of dosage units 
of all controlled substances distributed 
by the pharmacy during any calendar 

year in which the pharmacy is reg-
istered to dispense does not exceed the 
limitations imposed upon such dis-
tribution by § 1307.11(a)(1)(iv) and (b) of 
this chapter. 

(g) Owners or operators of vessels, 
aircraft, or other entities described in 
this section shall not be deemed to pos-
sess or dispense any controlled sub-
stance acquired, stored and dispensed 
in accordance with this section. Addi-
tionally, owners or operators of ves-
sels, aircraft, or other entities de-
scribed in this section or in Article 32 
of the Single Convention on Narcotic 
Drugs, 1961, or in Article 14 of the Con-
vention on Psychotropic Substances, 
1971, shall not be deemed to import or 
export any controlled substances pur-
chased and stored in accordance with 
that section or applicable article. 

(h) The Master of a vessel shall pre-
pare a report for each calendar year 
which shall give in detail an account-
ing for all controlled substances pur-
chased, dispensed, or disposed of during 
the year. The Master shall file this re-
port with the medical officer employed 
by the owner or operator of his/her ves-
sel, if any, or, if not, he/she shall main-
tain this report with other records re-
quired to be kept under the Act and, 
upon request, deliver a copy of the re-
port to the Administration. 

(i) Controlled substances acquired 
and possessed in accordance with this 
section shall be distributed only to per-
sons under the general supervision of 
the medical officer employed by the 
owner or operator of the vessel, air-
craft, or other entity, except in accord-
ance with part 1317 of this chapter. 

[62 FR 13951, Mar. 24, 1997, as amended at 79 
FR 53561, Sept. 9, 2014; 84 FR 68342, Dec. 16, 
2019] 

§ 1301.26 Exemptions from import or 
export requirements for personal 
medical use. 

Any individual who has in his/her 
possession a controlled substance listed 
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