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purporting to be a spouse or child is re-
lated to or dependent upon such miner 
or surviving spouse shall be based on 
the facts and circumstances present in 
each case, at the appropriate time. 

CONDITIONS AND DURATION OF 
ENTITLEMENT: MINER’S SURVIVORS 

§ 725.212 Conditions of entitlement; 
surviving spouse or surviving di-
vorced spouse. 

(a) An individual who is the surviving 
spouse or surviving divorced spouse of 
a miner is eligible for benefits if such 
individual: 

(1) Is not married; 
(2) Was dependent on the miner at 

the pertinent time; and 
(3) The deceased miner either: 
(i) Is determined to have died due to 

pneumoconiosis; or 
(ii) Filed a claim for benefits on or 

after January 1, 1982, which results or 
resulted in a final award of benefits, 
and the surviving spouse or surviving 
divorced spouse filed a claim for bene-
fits after January 1, 2005 which was 
pending on or after March 23, 2010. 

(b) If more than one spouse meets the 
conditions of entitlement prescribed in 
paragraph (a), then each spouse will be 
considered a beneficiary for purposes of 
section 412(a)(2) of the Act without re-
gard to the existence of any other enti-
tled spouse or spouses. 

[65 FR 80054, Dec. 20, 2000, as amended at 78 
FR 59117, Sept. 25, 2013] 

§ 725.213 Duration of entitlement; sur-
viving spouse or surviving divorced 
spouse. 

(a) An individual is entitled to bene-
fits as a surviving spouse, or as a sur-
viving divorced spouse, for each month 
beginning with the first month in 
which all of the conditions of entitle-
ment prescribed in § 725.212 are satis-
fied. 

(b) The last month for which such in-
dividual is entitled to such benefits is 
the month before the month in which 
either of the following events first oc-
curs: 

(1) The surviving spouse or surviving 
divorced spouse marries; or 

(2) The surviving spouse or surviving 
divorced spouse dies. 

(c) A surviving spouse or surviving 
divorced spouse whose entitlement to 
benefits has been terminated pursuant 
to § 725.213(b)(1) may thereafter again 
become entitled to such benefits upon 
filing application for such reentitle-
ment, beginning with the first month 
after the marriage ends and such indi-
vidual meets the requirements of 
§ 725.212. The individual shall not be re-
quired to reestablish the miner’s enti-
tlement to benefits (§ 725.212(a)(3)(i)) or 
the miner’s death due to pneumo-
coniosis (§ 725.212(a)(3)(ii)). 

§ 725.214 Determination of relation-
ship; surviving spouse. 

An individual shall be considered to 
be the surviving spouse of a miner if: 

(a) The courts of the State in which 
the miner was domiciled (see § 725.231) 
at the time of his or her death would 
find that the individual and the miner 
were validly married; or 

(b) The courts of the State in which 
the miner was domiciled (see § 725.231) 
at the time of the miner’s death would 
find that the individual was the min-
er’s surviving spouse; or 

(c) Under State law, such individual 
would have the right of the spouse to 
share in the miner’s intestate personal 
property; or 

(d) Such individual went through a 
marriage ceremony with the miner, re-
sulting in a purported marriage be-
tween them which, but for a legal im-
pediment (see § 725.230), would have 
been a valid marriage, unless such indi-
vidual entered into the purported mar-
riage with knowledge that it was not a 
valid marriage, or if such individual 
and the miner were not living in the 
same household at the time of the min-
er’s death. 

§ 725.215 Determination of depend-
ency; surviving spouse. 

An individual who is the miner’s sur-
viving spouse (see § 725.214) shall be de-
termined to have been dependent on 
the miner if, at the time of the miner’s 
death: 

(a) The individual was living with the 
miner (see § 725.232); or 

(b) The individual was dependent 
upon the miner for support or the 
miner has been ordered by a court to 
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