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OMB Guidance § 200.471 

(c) Where the costs incurred for a 
service are not material, they may be 
allocated as indirect (F&A) costs. 

(d) Under some extraordinary cir-
cumstances, where it is in the best in-
terest of the Federal Government and 
the non-Federal entity to establish al-
ternative costing arrangements, such 
arrangements may be worked out with 
the Federal cognizant agency for indi-
rect costs. 

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 85 
FR 49569, Aug. 13, 2020] 

§ 200.469 Student activity costs. 
Costs incurred for intramural activi-

ties, student publications, student 
clubs, and other student activities, are 
unallowable, unless specifically pro-
vided for in the Federal award. 

§ 200.470 Taxes (including Value 
Added Tax). 

(a) For states, local governments and 
Indian tribes: 

(1) Taxes that a governmental unit is 
legally required to pay are allowable, 
except for self-assessed taxes that dis-
proportionately affect Federal pro-
grams or changes in tax policies that 
disproportionately affect Federal pro-
grams. 

(2) Gasoline taxes, motor vehicle 
fees, and other taxes that are in effect 
user fees for benefits provided to the 
Federal Government are allowable. 

(3) This provision does not restrict 
the authority of the Federal awarding 
agency to identify taxes where Federal 
participation is inappropriate. Where 
the identification of the amount of un-
allowable taxes would require an inor-
dinate amount of effort, the cognizant 
agency for indirect costs may accept a 
reasonable approximation thereof. 

(b) For nonprofit organizations and 
IHEs: 

(1) In general, taxes which the non- 
Federal entity is required to pay and 
which are paid or accrued in accord-
ance with GAAP, and payments made 
to local governments in lieu of taxes 
which are commensurate with the local 
government services received are al-
lowable, except for: 

(i) Taxes from which exemptions are 
available to the non-Federal entity di-
rectly or which are available to the 
non-Federal entity based on an exemp-

tion afforded the Federal Government 
and, in the latter case, when the Fed-
eral awarding agency makes available 
the necessary exemption certificates, 

(ii) Special assessments on land 
which represent capital improvements, 
and 

(iii) Federal income taxes. 
(2) Any refund of taxes, and any pay-

ment to the non-Federal entity of in-
terest thereon, which were allowed as 
Federal award costs, will be credited 
either as a cost reduction or cash re-
fund, as appropriate, to the Federal 
Government. However, any interest ac-
tually paid or credited to an non-Fed-
eral entity incident to a refund of tax, 
interest, and penalty will be paid or 
credited to the Federal Government 
only to the extent that such interest 
accrued over the period during which 
the non-Federal entity has been reim-
bursed by the Federal Government for 
the taxes, interest, and penalties. 

(c) Value Added Tax (VAT) Foreign 
taxes charged for the purchase of goods 
or services that a non-Federal entity is 
legally required to pay in country is an 
allowable expense under Federal 
awards. Foreign tax refunds or applica-
ble credits under Federal awards refer 
to receipts, or reduction of expendi-
tures, which operate to offset or reduce 
expense items that are allocable to 
Federal awards as direct or indirect 
costs. To the extent that such credits 
accrued or received by the non-Federal 
entity relate to allowable cost, these 
costs must be credited to the Federal 
awarding agency either as costs or cash 
refunds. If the costs are credited back 
to the Federal award, the non-Federal 
entity may reduce the Federal share of 
costs by the amount of the foreign tax 
reimbursement, or where Federal 
award has not expired, use the foreign 
government tax refund for approved ac-
tivities under the Federal award with 
prior approval of the Federal awarding 
agency. 

§ 200.471 Telecommunication costs and 
video surveillance costs. 

(a) Costs incurred for telecommuni-
cations and video surveillance services 
or equipment such as phones, internet, 
video surveillance, cloud servers are al-
lowable except for the following cir-
cumstances: 
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(b) Obligating or expending covered 
telecommunications and video surveil-
lance services or equipment or services 
as described in § 200.216 to: 

(1) Procure or obtain, extend or 
renew a contract to procure or obtain; 

(2) Enter into a contract (or extend 
or renew a contract) to procure; or 

(3) Obtain the equipment, services, or 
systems. 

[85 FR 49570, Aug. 13, 2020] 

§ 200.472 Termination costs. 
Termination of a Federal award gen-

erally gives rise to the incurrence of 
costs, or the need for special treatment 
of costs, which would not have arisen 
had the Federal award not been termi-
nated. Cost principles covering these 
items are set forth in this section. 
They are to be used in conjunction 
with the other provisions of this part 
in termination situations. 

(a) The cost of items reasonably usa-
ble on the non-Federal entity’s other 
work must not be allowable unless the 
non-Federal entity submits evidence 
that it would not retain such items at 
cost without sustaining a loss. In de-
ciding whether such items are reason-
ably usable on other work of the non- 
Federal entity, the Federal awarding 
agency should consider the non-Federal 
entity’s plans and orders for current 
and scheduled activity. Contempora-
neous purchases of common items by 
the non-Federal entity must be re-
garded as evidence that such items are 
reasonably usable on the non-Federal 
entity’s other work. Any acceptance of 
common items as allocable to the ter-
minated portion of the Federal award 
must be limited to the extent that the 
quantities of such items on hand, in 
transit, and on order are in excess of 
the reasonable quantitative require-
ments of other work. 

(b) If in a particular case, despite all 
reasonable efforts by the non-Federal 
entity, certain costs cannot be discon-
tinued immediately after the effective 
date of termination, such costs are 
generally allowable within the limita-
tions set forth in this part, except that 
any such costs continuing after termi-
nation due to the negligent or willful 
failure of the non-Federal entity to dis-
continue such costs must be unallow-
able. 

(c) Loss of useful value of special 
tooling, machinery, and equipment is 
generally allowable if: 

(1) Such special tooling, special ma-
chinery, or equipment is not reason-
ably capable of use in the other work of 
the non-Federal entity, 

(2) The interest of the Federal Gov-
ernment is protected by transfer of 
title or by other means deemed appro-
priate by the Federal awarding agency 
(see also § 200.313 (d)), and 

(3) The loss of useful value for any 
one terminated Federal award is lim-
ited to that portion of the acquisition 
cost which bears the same ratio to the 
total acquisition cost as the termi-
nated portion of the Federal award 
bears to the entire terminated Federal 
award and other Federal awards for 
which the special tooling, machinery, 
or equipment was acquired. 

(d) Rental costs under unexpired 
leases are generally allowable where 
clearly shown to have been reasonably 
necessary for the performance of the 
terminated Federal award less the re-
sidual value of such leases, if: 

(1) The amount of such rental 
claimed does not exceed the reasonable 
use value of the property leased for the 
period of the Federal award and such 
further period as may be reasonable, 
and 

(2) The non-Federal entity makes all 
reasonable efforts to terminate, assign, 
settle, or otherwise reduce the cost of 
such lease. There also may be included 
the cost of alterations of such leased 
property, provided such alterations 
were necessary for the performance of 
the Federal award, and of reasonable 
restoration required by the provisions 
of the lease. 

(e) Settlement expenses including the 
following are generally allowable: 

(1) Accounting, legal, clerical, and 
similar costs reasonably necessary for: 

(i) The preparation and presentation 
to the Federal awarding agency of set-
tlement claims and supporting data 
with respect to the terminated portion 
of the Federal award, unless the termi-
nation is for cause (see subpart D, in-
cluding §§ 200.339–200.343); and 

(ii) The termination and settlement 
of subawards. 
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