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not meet the test of reasonableness or 
do not conform with the established 
practices of the non-Federal entity, are 
unallowable. 

(c) Where relocation costs incurred 
incident to recruitment of a new em-
ployee have been funded in whole or in 
part to a Federal award, and the newly 
hired employee resigns for reasons 
within the employee’s control within 12 
months after hire, the non-Federal en-
tity will be required to refund or credit 
the Federal share of such relocation 
costs to the Federal Government. See 
also § 200.464. 

(d) Short-term, travel visa costs (as 
opposed to longer-term, immigration 
visas) are generally allowable expenses 
that may be proposed as a direct cost. 
Since short-term visas are issued for a 
specific period and purpose, they can be 
clearly identified as directly connected 
to work performed on a Federal award. 
For these costs to be directly charged 
to a Federal award, they must: 

(1) Be critical and necessary for the 
conduct of the project; 

(2) Be allowable under the applicable 
cost principles; 

(3) Be consistent with the non-Fed-
eral entity’s cost accounting practices 
and non-Federal entity policy; and 

(4) Meet the definition of ‘‘direct 
cost’’ as described in the applicable 
cost principles. 

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 75887, Dec. 19, 2014; 85 FR 49569, Aug. 13, 
2020] 

§ 200.464 Relocation costs of employ-
ees. 

(a) Relocation costs are costs inci-
dent to the permanent change of duty 
assignment (for an indefinite period or 
for a stated period of not less than 12 
months) of an existing employee or 
upon recruitment of a new employee. 
Relocation costs are allowable, subject 
to the limitations described in para-
graphs (b), (c), and (d) of this section, 
provided that: 

(1) The move is for the benefit of the 
employer. 

(2) Reimbursement to the employee 
is in accordance with an established 
written policy consistently followed by 
the employer. 

(3) The reimbursement does not ex-
ceed the employee’s actual (or reason-
ably estimated) expenses. 

(b) Allowable relocation costs for 
current employees are limited to the 
following: 

(1) The costs of transportation of the 
employee, members of his or her imme-
diate family and his household, and 
personal effects to the new location. 

(2) The costs of finding a new home, 
such as advance trips by employees and 
spouses to locate living quarters and 
temporary lodging during the transi-
tion period, up to maximum period of 
30 calendar days. 

(3) Closing costs, such as brokerage, 
legal, and appraisal fees, incident to 
the disposition of the employee’s 
former home. These costs, together 
with those described in (4), are limited 
to 8 per cent of the sales price of the 
employee’s former home. 

(4) The continuing costs of ownership 
(for up to six months) of the vacant 
former home after the settlement or 
lease date of the employee’s new per-
manent home, such as maintenance of 
buildings and grounds (exclusive of fix-
ing-up expenses), utilities, taxes, and 
property insurance. 

(5) Other necessary and reasonable 
expenses normally incident to reloca-
tion, such as the costs of canceling an 
unexpired lease, transportation of per-
sonal property, and purchasing insur-
ance against loss of or damages to per-
sonal property. The cost of canceling 
an unexpired lease is limited to three 
times the monthly rental. 

(c) Allowable relocation costs for new 
employees are limited to those de-
scribed in paragraphs (b)(1) and (2) of 
this section. When relocation costs in-
curred incident to the recruitment of 
new employees have been charged to a 
Federal award and the employee re-
signs for reasons within the employee’s 
control within 12 months after hire, 
the non-Federal entity must refund or 
credit the Federal Government for its 
share of the cost. If dependents are not 
permitted at the location for any rea-
son and the costs do not include costs 
of transporting household goods, the 
costs of travel to an overseas location 
must be considered travel costs in ac-
cordance with § 200.474 Travel costs, 
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and not this relocations costs of em-
ployees (See also § 200.464). 

(d) The following costs related to re-
location are unallowable: 

(1) Fees and other costs associated 
with acquiring a new home. 

(2) A loss on the sale of a former 
home. 

(3) Continuing mortgage principal 
and interest payments on a home being 
sold. 

(4) Income taxes paid by an employee 
related to reimbursed relocation costs. 

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 75887, Dec. 19, 2014; 85 FR 49570, Aug. 13, 
2020] 

§ 200.465 Rental costs of real property 
and equipment. 

(a) Subject to the limitations de-
scribed in paragraphs (b) through (d) of 
this section, rental costs are allowable 
to the extent that the rates are reason-
able in light of such factors as: rental 
costs of comparable property, if any; 
market conditions in the area; alter-
natives available; and the type, life ex-
pectancy, condition, and value of the 
property leased. Rental arrangements 
should be reviewed periodically to de-
termine if circumstances have changed 
and other options are available. 

(b) Rental costs under ‘‘sale and lease 
back’’ arrangements are allowable only 
up to the amount that would be al-
lowed had the non-Federal entity con-
tinued to own the property. This 
amount would include expenses such as 
depreciation, maintenance, taxes, and 
insurance. 

(c) Rental costs under ‘‘less-than- 
arm’s-length’’ leases are allowable only 
up to the amount (as explained in para-
graph (b) of this section). For this pur-
pose, a less-than-arm’s-length lease is 
one under which one party to the lease 
agreement is able to control or sub-
stantially influence the actions of the 
other. Such leases include, but are not 
limited to those between: 

(1) Divisions of the non-Federal enti-
ty; 

(2) The non-Federal entity under 
common control through common offi-
cers, directors, or members; and 

(3) The non-Federal entity and a di-
rector, trustee, officer, or key em-
ployee of the non-Federal entity or an 
immediate family member, either di-

rectly or through corporations, trusts, 
or similar arrangements in which they 
hold a controlling interest. For exam-
ple, the non-Federal entity may estab-
lish a separate corporation for the sole 
purpose of owning property and leasing 
it back to the non-Federal entity. 

(4) Family members include one 
party with any of the following rela-
tionships to another party: 

(i) Spouse, and parents thereof; 
(ii) Children, and spouses thereof; 
(iii) Parents, and spouses thereof; 
(iv) Siblings, and spouses thereof; 
(v) Grandparents and grandchildren, 

and spouses thereof; 
(vi) Domestic partner and parents 

thereof, including domestic partners of 
any individual in 2 through 5 of this 
definition; and 

(vii) Any individual related by blood 
or affinity whose close association with 
the employee is the equivalent of a 
family relationship. 

(5) Rental costs under leases which 
are required to be treated as capital 
leases under GAAP are allowable only 
up to the amount (as explained in para-
graph (b) of this section) that would be 
allowed had the non-Federal entity 
purchased the property on the date the 
lease agreement was executed. The pro-
visions of GAAP must be used to deter-
mine whether a lease is a capital lease. 
Interest costs related to capital leases 
are allowable to the extent they meet 
the criteria in § 200.449 Interest. Unal-
lowable costs include amounts paid for 
profit, management fees, and taxes 
that would not have been incurred had 
the non-Federal entity purchased the 
property. 

(6) The rental of any property owned 
by any individuals or entities affiliated 
with the non-Federal entity, to include 
commercial or residential real estate, 
for purposes such as the home office 
workspace is unallowable. 

(d) Rental costs under leases which 
are required to be accounted for as a fi-
nanced purchase under GASB stand-
ards or a finance lease under FASB 
standards under GAAP are allowable 
only up to the amount (as explained in 
paragraph (b) of this section) that 
would be allowed had the non-Federal 
entity purchased the property on the 
date the lease agreement was executed. 
Interest costs related to these leases 
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