
175 

OMB Guidance § 200.463 

services rendered are not of a con-
tinuing nature and have little relation-
ship to work under Federal awards. 

(6) Whether the service can be per-
formed more economically by direct 
employment rather than contracting. 

(7) The qualifications of the indi-
vidual or concern rendering the service 
and the customary fees charged, espe-
cially on non-federally funded activi-
ties. 

(8) Adequacy of the contractual 
agreement for the service (e.g., descrip-
tion of the service, estimate of time re-
quired, rate of compensation, and ter-
mination provisions). 

(c) In addition to the factors in para-
graph (b) of this section, to be allow-
able, retainer fees must be supported 
by evidence of bona fide services avail-
able or rendered. 

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 85 
FR 49569, Aug. 13, 2020] 

§ 200.460 Proposal costs. 
Proposal costs are the costs of pre-

paring bids, proposals, or applications 
on potential Federal and non-Federal 
awards or projects, including the devel-
opment of data necessary to support 
the non-Federal entity’s bids or pro-
posals. Proposal costs of the current 
accounting period of both successful 
and unsuccessful bids and proposals 
normally should be treated as indirect 
(F&A) costs and allocated currently to 
all activities of the non-Federal entity. 
No proposal costs of past accounting 
periods will be allocable to the current 
period. 

§ 200.461 Publication and printing 
costs. 

(a) Publication costs for electronic 
and print media, including distribu-
tion, promotion, and general handling 
are allowable. If these costs are not 
identifiable with a particular cost ob-
jective, they should be allocated as in-
direct costs to all benefiting activities 
of the non-Federal entity. 

(b) Page charges for professional 
journal publications are allowable 
where: 

(1) The publications report work sup-
ported by the Federal Government; and 

(2) The charges are levied impartially 
on all items published by the journal, 
whether or not under a Federal award. 

(3) The non-Federal entity may 
charge the Federal award during close-
out for the costs of publication or shar-
ing of research results if the costs are 
not incurred during the period of per-
formance of the Federal award. If 
charged to the award, these costs must 
be charged to the final budget period of 
the award, unless otherwise specified 
by the Federal awarding agency. 

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 85 
FR 49569, Aug. 13, 2020] 

§ 200.462 Rearrangement and recon-
version costs. 

(a) Costs incurred for ordinary and 
normal rearrangement and alteration 
of facilities are allowable as indirect 
costs. Special arrangements and alter-
ations costs incurred specifically for a 
Federal award are allowable as a direct 
cost with the prior approval of the Fed-
eral awarding agency or pass-through 
entity. 

(b) Costs incurred in the restoration 
or rehabilitation of the non-Federal en-
tity’s facilities to approximately the 
same condition existing immediately 
prior to commencement of Federal 
awards, less costs related to normal 
wear and tear, are allowable. 

§ 200.463 Recruiting costs. 
(a) Subject to paragraphs (b) and (c) 

of this section, and provided that the 
size of the staff recruited and main-
tained is in keeping with workload re-
quirements, costs of ‘‘help wanted’’ ad-
vertising, operating costs of an em-
ployment office necessary to secure 
and maintain an adequate staff, costs 
of operating an aptitude and edu-
cational testing program, travel costs 
of employees while engaged in recruit-
ing personnel, travel costs of appli-
cants for interviews for prospective 
employment, and relocation costs in-
curred incident to recruitment of new 
employees, are allowable to the extent 
that such costs are incurred pursuant 
to the non-Federal entity’s standard 
recruitment program. Where the non- 
Federal entity uses employment agen-
cies, costs not in excess of standard 
commercial rates for such services are 
allowable. 

(b) Special emoluments, fringe bene-
fits, and salary allowances incurred to 
attract professional personnel that do 
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not meet the test of reasonableness or 
do not conform with the established 
practices of the non-Federal entity, are 
unallowable. 

(c) Where relocation costs incurred 
incident to recruitment of a new em-
ployee have been funded in whole or in 
part to a Federal award, and the newly 
hired employee resigns for reasons 
within the employee’s control within 12 
months after hire, the non-Federal en-
tity will be required to refund or credit 
the Federal share of such relocation 
costs to the Federal Government. See 
also § 200.464. 

(d) Short-term, travel visa costs (as 
opposed to longer-term, immigration 
visas) are generally allowable expenses 
that may be proposed as a direct cost. 
Since short-term visas are issued for a 
specific period and purpose, they can be 
clearly identified as directly connected 
to work performed on a Federal award. 
For these costs to be directly charged 
to a Federal award, they must: 

(1) Be critical and necessary for the 
conduct of the project; 

(2) Be allowable under the applicable 
cost principles; 

(3) Be consistent with the non-Fed-
eral entity’s cost accounting practices 
and non-Federal entity policy; and 

(4) Meet the definition of ‘‘direct 
cost’’ as described in the applicable 
cost principles. 

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 75887, Dec. 19, 2014; 85 FR 49569, Aug. 13, 
2020] 

§ 200.464 Relocation costs of employ-
ees. 

(a) Relocation costs are costs inci-
dent to the permanent change of duty 
assignment (for an indefinite period or 
for a stated period of not less than 12 
months) of an existing employee or 
upon recruitment of a new employee. 
Relocation costs are allowable, subject 
to the limitations described in para-
graphs (b), (c), and (d) of this section, 
provided that: 

(1) The move is for the benefit of the 
employer. 

(2) Reimbursement to the employee 
is in accordance with an established 
written policy consistently followed by 
the employer. 

(3) The reimbursement does not ex-
ceed the employee’s actual (or reason-
ably estimated) expenses. 

(b) Allowable relocation costs for 
current employees are limited to the 
following: 

(1) The costs of transportation of the 
employee, members of his or her imme-
diate family and his household, and 
personal effects to the new location. 

(2) The costs of finding a new home, 
such as advance trips by employees and 
spouses to locate living quarters and 
temporary lodging during the transi-
tion period, up to maximum period of 
30 calendar days. 

(3) Closing costs, such as brokerage, 
legal, and appraisal fees, incident to 
the disposition of the employee’s 
former home. These costs, together 
with those described in (4), are limited 
to 8 per cent of the sales price of the 
employee’s former home. 

(4) The continuing costs of ownership 
(for up to six months) of the vacant 
former home after the settlement or 
lease date of the employee’s new per-
manent home, such as maintenance of 
buildings and grounds (exclusive of fix-
ing-up expenses), utilities, taxes, and 
property insurance. 

(5) Other necessary and reasonable 
expenses normally incident to reloca-
tion, such as the costs of canceling an 
unexpired lease, transportation of per-
sonal property, and purchasing insur-
ance against loss of or damages to per-
sonal property. The cost of canceling 
an unexpired lease is limited to three 
times the monthly rental. 

(c) Allowable relocation costs for new 
employees are limited to those de-
scribed in paragraphs (b)(1) and (2) of 
this section. When relocation costs in-
curred incident to the recruitment of 
new employees have been charged to a 
Federal award and the employee re-
signs for reasons within the employee’s 
control within 12 months after hire, 
the non-Federal entity must refund or 
credit the Federal Government for its 
share of the cost. If dependents are not 
permitted at the location for any rea-
son and the costs do not include costs 
of transporting household goods, the 
costs of travel to an overseas location 
must be considered travel costs in ac-
cordance with § 200.474 Travel costs, 
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