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policies for the improvement of work-
ing conditions, employer-employee re-
lations, employee health, and employee
performance are allowable.

(b) Such costs will be equitably ap-
portioned to all activities of the non-
Federal entity. Income generated from
any of these activities will be credited
to the cost thereof unless such income
has been irrevocably sent to employee
welfare organizations.

(c) Losses resulting from operating
food services are allowable only if the
non-Federal entity’s objective is to op-
erate such services on a break-even
basis. Losses sustained because of oper-
ating objectives other than the above
are allowable only:

(1) Where the non-Federal entity can
demonstrate unusual circumstances;
and

(2) With the approval of the cog-
nizant agency for indirect costs.

§200.438 Entertainment costs.

Costs of entertainment, including
amusement, diversion, and social ac-
tivities and any associated costs are
unallowable, except where specific
costs that might otherwise be consid-
ered entertainment have a pro-
grammatic purpose and are authorized
either in the approved budget for the
Federal award or with prior written ap-
proval of the Federal awarding agency.

§200.439 Equipment and other capital
expenditures.

(a) See §200.1 for the definitions of
capital exrpenditures, equipment, special
purpose equipment, general purpose
equipment, acquisition cost, and capital
assets.

(b) The following rules of allow-
ability must apply to equipment and
other capital expenditures:

(1) Capital expenditures for general
purpose equipment, buildings, and land
are unallowable as direct charges, ex-
cept with the prior written approval of
the Federal awarding agency or pass-
through entity.

(2) Capital expenditures for special
purpose equipment are allowable as di-
rect costs, provided that items with a
unit cost of $5,000 or more have the
prior written approval of the Federal
awarding agency or pass-through enti-
ty.

§200.440

(3) Capital expenditures for improve-
ments to land, buildings, or equipment
which materially increase their value
or useful life are unallowable as a di-
rect cost except with the prior written
approval of the Federal awarding agen-
cy, or pass-through entity. See §200.436,
for rules on the allowability of depre-
ciation on buildings, capital improve-
ments, and equipment. See also
§200.465.

(4) When approved as a direct charge
pursuant to paragraphs (b)(1) through
(3) of this section, capital expenditures
will be charged in the period in which
the expenditure is incurred, or as oth-
erwise determined appropriate and ne-
gotiated with the Federal awarding
agency.

(6) The unamortized portion of any
equipment written off as a result of a
change in capitalization levels may be
recovered by continuing to claim the
otherwise allowable depreciation on
the equipment, or by amortizing the
amount to be written off over a period
of years negotiated with the Federal
cognizant agency for indirect cost.

(6) Cost of equipment disposal. If the
non-Federal entity is instructed by the
Federal awarding agency to otherwise
dispose of or transfer the equipment
the costs of such disposal or transfer
are allowable.

(7) Equipment and other capital ex-
penditures are unallowable as indirect
costs. See §200.436.

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79
FR 175886, Dec. 19, 2014; 85 FR 49568, Aug. 13,
2020]

§200.440 Exchange rates.

(a) Cost increases for fluctuations in
exchange rates are allowable costs sub-
ject to the availability of funding.
Prior approval of exchange rate fluc-
tuations is required only when the
change results in the need for addi-
tional Federal funding, or the in-
creased costs result in the need to sig-
nificantly reduce the scope of the
project. The Federal awarding agency
must however ensure that adequate
funds are available to cover currency
fluctuations in order to avoid a viola-
tion of the Anti-Deficiency Act.

(b) The non-Federal entity is re-
quired to make reviews of local cur-
rency gains to determine the need for
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§200.441

additional federal funding before the
expiration date of the Federal award.
Subsequent adjustments for currency
increases may be allowable only when
the non-Federal entity provides the
Federal awarding agency with ade-
quate source documentation from a
commonly used source in effect at the
time the expense was made, and to the
extent that sufficient Federal funds are
available.

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79
FR 75886, Dec. 19, 2014]

§200.441 Fines, penalties,
and other settlements.

Costs resulting from non-Federal en-
tity violations of, alleged violations of,
or failure to comply with, Federal,
state, tribal, local or foreign laws and
regulations are unallowable, except
when incurred as a result of compli-
ance with specific provisions of the
Federal award, or with prior written
approval of the Federal awarding agen-
cy. See also §200.435.

[85 FR 49568, Aug. 13, 2020]

§200.442 Fund raising and investment
management costs.

(a) Costs of organized fund raising,
including financial campaigns, endow-
ment drives, solicitation of gifts and
bequests, and similar expenses incurred
to raise capital or obtain contributions
are unallowable. Fund raising costs for
the purposes of meeting the Federal
program objectives are allowable with
prior written approval from the Fed-
eral awarding agency. Proposal costs
are covered in §200.460.

(b) Costs of investment counsel and
staff and similar expenses incurred to
enhance income from investments are
unallowable except when associated
with investments covering pension,
self-insurance, or other funds which in-
clude Federal participation allowed by
this part.

(c) Costs related to the physical cus-
tody and control of monies and securi-
ties are allowable.

(d) Both allowable and unallowable
fund-raising and investment activities
must be allocated as an appropriate
share of indirect costs under the condi-
tions described in §200.413.

[85 FR 49568, Aug. 13, 2020]
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§200.443 Gains and losses on disposi-
tion of depreciable assets.

(a) Gains and losses on the sale, re-
tirement, or other disposition of depre-
ciable property must be included in the
year in which they occur as credits or
charges to the asset cost grouping(s) in
which the property was included. The
amount of the gain or loss to be in-
cluded as a credit or charge to the ap-
propriate asset cost grouping(s) is the
difference between the amount realized
on the property and the undepreciated
basis of the property.

(b) Gains and losses from the disposi-
tion of depreciable property must not
be recognized as a separate credit or
charge under the following conditions:

(1) The gain or loss is processed
through a depreciation account and is
reflected in the depreciation allowable
under §§200.436 and 200.439.

(2) The property is given in exchange
as part of the purchase price of a simi-
lar item and the gain or loss is taken
into account in determining the depre-
ciation cost basis of the new item.

(3) A loss results from the failure to
maintain permissible insurance, except
as otherwise provided in §200.447.

(4) Compensation for the use of the
property was provided through use al-
lowances in lieu of depreciation.

(5) Gains and losses arising from
mass or extraordinary sales, retire-
ments, or other dispositions must be
considered on a case-by-case basis.

(c) Gains or losses of any nature aris-
ing from the sale or exchange of prop-
erty other than the property covered in
paragraph (a) of this section, e.g., land,
must be excluded in computing Federal
award costs.

(d) When assets acquired with Fed-
eral funds, in part or wholly, are dis-
posed of, the distribution of the pro-
ceeds must be made in accordance with
§§200.310 through 200.316 of this part.

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79
FR 75886, Dec. 19, 2014; 85 FR 49568, Aug. 13,
2020]

§200.444 General costs of government.

(a) For states, local governments,
and Indian Tribes, the general costs of
government are unallowable (except as
provided in §200.475). Unallowable costs
include:
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