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2 CFR Ch. II (1–1–23 Edition) § 200.415 

(h) The federally negotiated indirect 
rate, distribution base, and rate type 
for a non-Federal entity (except for the 
Indian tribes or tribal organizations, as 
defined in the Indian Self Determina-
tion, Education and Assistance Act, 25 
U.S.C. 450b(1)) must be available pub-
licly on an OMB-designated Federal 
website. 

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 75886, Dec. 19, 2014; 85 FR 49563, Aug. 13, 
2020] 

§ 200.415 Required certifications. 
Required certifications include: 
(a) To assure that expenditures are 

proper and in accordance with the 
terms and conditions of the Federal 
award and approved project budgets, 
the annual and final fiscal reports or 
vouchers requesting payment under the 
agreements must include a certifi-
cation, signed by an official who is au-
thorized to legally bind the non-Fed-
eral entity, which reads as follows: ‘‘By 
signing this report, I certify to the best 
of my knowledge and belief that the re-
port is true, complete, and accurate, 
and the expenditures, disbursements 
and cash receipts are for the purposes 
and objectives set forth in the terms 
and conditions of the Federal award. I 
am aware that any false, fictitious, or 
fraudulent information, or the omis-
sion of any material fact, may subject 
me to criminal, civil or administrative 
penalties for fraud, false statements, 
false claims or otherwise. (U.S. Code 
Title 18, Section 1001 and Title 31, Sec-
tions 3729–3730 and 3801–3812).’’ 

(b) Certification of cost allocation 
plan or indirect (F&A) cost rate pro-
posal. Each cost allocation plan or in-
direct (F&A) cost rate proposal must 
comply with the following: 

(1) A proposal to establish a cost allo-
cation plan or an indirect (F&A) cost 
rate, whether submitted to a Federal 
cognizant agency for indirect costs or 
maintained on file by the non-Federal 
entity, must be certified by the non- 
Federal entity using the Certificate of 
Cost Allocation Plan or Certificate of 
Indirect Costs as set forth in appen-
dices III through VII, and IX of this 
part. The certificate must be signed on 
behalf of the non-Federal entity by an 
individual at a level no lower than vice 
president or chief financial officer of 

the non-Federal entity that submits 
the proposal. 

(2) Unless the non-Federal entity has 
elected the option under § 200.414(f), the 
Federal Government may either dis-
allow all indirect (F&A) costs or uni-
laterally establish such a plan or rate 
when the non-Federal entity fails to 
submit a certified proposal for estab-
lishing such a plan or rate in accord-
ance with the requirements. Such a 
plan or rate may be based upon audited 
historical data or such other data that 
have been furnished to the cognizant 
agency for indirect costs and for which 
it can be demonstrated that all unal-
lowable costs have been excluded. 
When a cost allocation plan or indirect 
cost rate is unilaterally established by 
the Federal Government because the 
non-Federal entity failed to submit a 
certified proposal, the plan or rate es-
tablished will be set to ensure that po-
tentially unallowable costs will not be 
reimbursed. 

(c) Certifications by nonprofit orga-
nizations as appropriate that they did 
not meet the definition of a major non-
profit organization as defined in 
§ 200.414(a). 

(d) See also § 200.450 for another re-
quired certification. 

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 75886, Dec. 19, 2014; 85 FR 49563, Aug. 13, 
2020] 

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR STATES, 
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND INDIAN 
TRIBES 

§ 200.416 Cost allocation plans and in-
direct cost proposals. 

(a) For states, local governments and 
Indian tribes, certain services, such as 
motor pools, computer centers, pur-
chasing, accounting, etc., are provided 
to operating agencies on a centralized 
basis. Since Federal awards are per-
formed within the individual operating 
agencies, there needs to be a process 
whereby these central service costs can 
be identified and assigned to benefitted 
activities on a reasonable and con-
sistent basis. The central service cost 
allocation plan provides that process. 

(b) Individual operating agencies 
(governmental department or agency), 
normally charge Federal awards for in-
direct costs through an indirect cost 
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