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OMB Guidance § 200.413 

§ 200.411 Adjustment of previously ne-
gotiated indirect (F&A) cost rates 
containing unallowable costs. 

(a) Negotiated indirect (F&A) cost 
rates based on a proposal later found to 
have included costs that: 

(1) Are unallowable as specified by 
Federal statutes, regulations or the 
terms and conditions of a Federal 
award; or 

(2) Are unallowable because they are 
not allocable to the Federal award(s), 
must be adjusted, or a refund must be 
made, in accordance with the require-
ments of this section. These adjust-
ments or refunds are designed to cor-
rect the proposals used to establish the 
rates and do not constitute a reopening 
of the rate negotiation. The adjust-
ments or refunds will be made regard-
less of the type of rate negotiated (pre-
determined, final, fixed, or provi-
sional). 

(b) For rates covering a future fiscal 
year of the non-Federal entity, the un-
allowable costs will be removed from 
the indirect (F&A) cost pools and the 
rates appropriately adjusted. 

(c) For rates covering a past period, 
the Federal share of the unallowable 
costs will be computed for each year 
involved and a cash refund (including 
interest chargeable in accordance with 
applicable regulations) will be made to 
the Federal Government. If cash re-
funds are made for past periods covered 
by provisional or fixed rates, appro-
priate adjustments will be made when 
the rates are finalized to avoid dupli-
cate recovery of the unallowable costs 
by the Federal Government. 

(d) For rates covering the current pe-
riod, either a rate adjustment or a re-
fund, as described in paragraphs (b) and 
(c) of this section, must be required by 
the cognizant agency for indirect costs. 
The choice of method must be at the 
discretion of the cognizant agency for 
indirect costs, based on its judgment as 
to which method would be most prac-
tical. 

(e) The amount or proportion of unal-
lowable costs included in each year’s 
rate will be assumed to be the same as 
the amount or proportion of unallow-
able costs included in the base year 
proposal used to establish the rate. 

DIRECT AND INDIRECT (F&A) COSTS 

§ 200.412 Classification of costs. 
There is no universal rule for 

classifying certain costs as either di-
rect or indirect (F&A) under every ac-
counting system. A cost may be direct 
with respect to some specific service or 
function, but indirect with respect to 
the Federal award or other final cost 
objective. Therefore, it is essential 
that each item of cost incurred for the 
same purpose be treated consistently 
in like circumstances either as a direct 
or an indirect (F&A) cost in order to 
avoid possible double-charging of Fed-
eral awards. Guidelines for determining 
direct and indirect (F&A) costs charged 
to Federal awards are provided in this 
subpart. 

§ 200.413 Direct costs. 
(a) General. Direct costs are those 

costs that can be identified specifically 
with a particular final cost objective, 
such as a Federal award, or other inter-
nally or externally funded activity, or 
that can be directly assigned to such 
activities relatively easily with a high 
degree of accuracy. Costs incurred for 
the same purpose in like circumstances 
must be treated consistently as either 
direct or indirect (F&A) costs. See also 
§ 200.405. 

(b) Application to Federal awards. 
Identification with the Federal award 
rather than the nature of the goods and 
services involved is the determining 
factor in distinguishing direct from in-
direct (F&A) costs of Federal awards. 
Typical costs charged directly to a 
Federal award are the compensation of 
employees who work on that award, 
their related fringe benefit costs, the 
costs of materials and other items of 
expense incurred for the Federal award. 
If directly related to a specific award, 
certain costs that otherwise would be 
treated as indirect costs may also be 
considered direct costs. Examples in-
clude extraordinary utility consump-
tion, the cost of materials supplied 
from stock or services rendered by spe-
cialized facilities, program evaluation 
costs, or other institutional service op-
erations. 

(c) The salaries of administrative and 
clerical staff should normally be treat-
ed as indirect (F&A) costs. Direct 
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charging of these costs may be appro-
priate only if all of the following condi-
tions are met: 

(1) Administrative or clerical serv-
ices are integral to a project or activ-
ity; 

(2) Individuals involved can be spe-
cifically identified with the project or 
activity; 

(3) Such costs are explicitly included 
in the budget or have the prior written 
approval of the Federal awarding agen-
cy; and 

(4) The costs are not also recovered 
as indirect costs. 

(d) Minor items. Any direct cost of 
minor amount may be treated as an in-
direct (F&A) cost for reasons of practi-
cality where such accounting treat-
ment for that item of cost is consist-
ently applied to all Federal and non- 
Federal cost objectives. 

(e) The costs of certain activities are 
not allowable as charges to Federal 
awards. However, even though these 
costs are unallowable for purposes of 
computing charges to Federal awards, 
they nonetheless must be treated as di-
rect costs for purposes of determining 
indirect (F&A) cost rates and be allo-
cated their equitable share of the non- 
Federal entity’s indirect costs if they 
represent activities which: 

(1) Include the salaries of personnel, 
(2) Occupy space, and 
(3) Benefit from the non-Federal enti-

ty’s indirect (F&A) costs. 
(f) For nonprofit organizations, the 

costs of activities performed by the 
non-Federal entity primarily as a serv-
ice to members, clients, or the general 
public when significant and necessary 
to the non-Federal entity’s mission 
must be treated as direct costs whether 
or not allowable, and be allocated an 
equitable share of indirect (F&A) costs. 
Some examples of these types of activi-
ties include: 

(1) Maintenance of membership rolls, 
subscriptions, publications, and related 
functions. See also § 200.454. 

(2) Providing services and informa-
tion to members, legislative or admin-
istrative bodies, or the public. See also 
§§ 200.454 and 200.450. 

(3) Promotion, lobbying, and other 
forms of public relations. See also 
§§ 200.421 and 200.450. 

(4) Conferences except those held to 
conduct the general administration of 
the non-Federal entity. See also 
§ 200.432. 

(5) Maintenance, protection, and in-
vestment of special funds not used in 
operation of the non-Federal entity. 
See also § 200.442. 

(6) Administration of group benefits 
on behalf of members or clients, in-
cluding life and hospital insurance, an-
nuity or retirement plans, and finan-
cial aid. See also § 200.431. 

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 75885, Dec. 19, 2014; 85 FR 49562, Aug. 13, 
2020] 

§ 200.414 Indirect (F&A) costs. 
(a) Facilities and administration classi-

fication. For major Institutions of 
Higher Education (IHE) and major non-
profit organizations, indirect (F&A) 
costs must be classified within two 
broad categories: ‘‘Facilities’’ and 
‘‘Administration.’’ ‘‘Facilities’’ is de-
fined as depreciation on buildings, 
equipment and capital improvement, 
interest on debt associated with cer-
tain buildings, equipment and capital 
improvements, and operations and 
maintenance expenses. ‘‘Administra-
tion’’ is defined as general administra-
tion and general expenses such as the 
director’s office, accounting, personnel 
and all other types of expenditures not 
listed specifically under one of the sub-
categories of ‘‘Facilities’’ (including 
cross allocations from other pools, 
where applicable). For nonprofit orga-
nizations, library expenses are included 
in the ‘‘Administration’’ category; for 
IHEs, they are included in the ‘‘Facili-
ties’’ category. Major IHEs are defined 
as those required to use the Standard 
Format for Submission as noted in ap-
pendix III to this part, and Rate Deter-
mination for Institutions of Higher 
Education paragraph C. 11. Major non-
profit organizations are those which re-
ceive more than $10 million dollars in 
direct Federal funding. 

(b) Diversity of nonprofit organizations. 
Because of the diverse characteristics 
and accounting practices of nonprofit 
organizations, it is not possible to 
specify the types of cost which may be 
classified as indirect (F&A) cost in all 
situations. Identification with a Fed-
eral award rather than the nature of 
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