
101 

OMB Guidance § 200.201 

proposals and negotiating a new rate 
(when the rate is re-negotiated). 

[85 FR 49538, Aug. 13, 2020] 

§ 200.111 English language. 
(a) All Federal financial assistance 

announcements and Federal award in-
formation must be in the English lan-
guage. Applications must be submitted 
in the English language and must be in 
the terms of U.S. dollars. If the Federal 
awarding agency receives applications 
in another currency, the Federal 
awarding agency will evaluate the ap-
plication by converting the foreign cur-
rency to United States currency using 
the date specified for receipt of the ap-
plication. 

(b) Non-Federal entities may trans-
late the Federal award and other docu-
ments into another language. In the 
event of inconsistency between any 
terms and conditions of the Federal 
award and any translation into another 
language, the English language mean-
ing will control. Where a significant 
portion of the non-Federal entity’s em-
ployees who are working on the Fed-
eral award are not fluent in English, 
the non-Federal entity must provide 
the Federal award in English and the 
language(s) with which employees are 
more familiar. 

§ 200.112 Conflict of interest. 
The Federal awarding agency must 

establish conflict of interest policies 
for Federal awards. The non-Federal 
entity must disclose in writing any po-
tential conflict of interest to the Fed-
eral awarding agency or pass-through 
entity in accordance with applicable 
Federal awarding agency policy. 

§ 200.113 Mandatory disclosures. 
The non-Federal entity or applicant 

for a Federal award must disclose, in a 
timely manner, in writing to the Fed-
eral awarding agency or pass-through 
entity all violations of Federal crimi-
nal law involving fraud, bribery, or 
gratuity violations potentially affect-
ing the Federal award. Non-Federal en-
tities that have received a Federal 
award including the term and condi-
tion outlined in appendix XII to this 
part are required to report certain 
civil, criminal, or administrative pro-

ceedings to SAM (currently FAPIIS). 
Failure to make required disclosures 
can result in any of the remedies de-
scribed in § 200.339. (See also 2 CFR part 
180, 31 U.S.C. 3321, and 41 U.S.C. 2313.) 

[85 FR 49539, Aug. 13, 2020] 

Subpart C—Pre-Federal Award 
Requirements and Contents of 
Federal Awards 

SOURCE: 85 FR 49539, Aug. 13, 2020, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 200.200 Purpose. 
Sections 200.201 through 200.216 pre-

scribe instructions and other pre-award 
matters to be used by Federal awarding 
agencies in the program planning, an-
nouncement, application and award 
processes. 

§ 200.201 Use of grant agreements (in-
cluding fixed amount awards), co-
operative agreements, and con-
tracts. 

(a) Federal award instrument. The Fed-
eral awarding agency or pass-through 
entity must decide on the appropriate 
instrument for the Federal award (i.e., 
grant agreement, cooperative agree-
ment, or contract) in accordance with 
the Federal Grant and Cooperative 
Agreement Act (31 U.S.C. 6301–08). 

(b) Fixed amount awards. In addition 
to the options described in paragraph 
(a) of this section, Federal awarding 
agencies, or pass-through entities as 
permitted in § 200.333, may use fixed 
amount awards (see Fixed amount 
awards in § 200.1) to which the following 
conditions apply: 

(1) The Federal award amount is ne-
gotiated using the cost principles (or 
other pricing information) as a guide. 
The Federal awarding agency or pass- 
through entity may use fixed amount 
awards if the project scope has measur-
able goals and objectives and if ade-
quate cost, historical, or unit pricing 
data is available to establish a fixed 
amount award based on a reasonable 
estimate of actual cost. Payments are 
based on meeting specific requirements 
of the Federal award. Accountability is 
based on performance and results. Ex-
cept in the case of termination before 
completion of the Federal award, there 
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is no governmental review of the ac-
tual costs incurred by the non-Federal 
entity in performance of the award. 
Some of the ways in which the Federal 
award may be paid include, but are not 
limited to: 

(i) In several partial payments, the 
amount of each agreed upon in ad-
vance, and the ‘‘milestone’’ or event 
triggering the payment also agreed 
upon in advance, and set forth in the 
Federal award; 

(ii) On a unit price basis, for a de-
fined unit or units, at a defined price or 
prices, agreed to in advance of perform-
ance of the Federal award and set forth 
in the Federal award; or, 

(iii) In one payment at Federal award 
completion. 

(2) A fixed amount award cannot be 
used in programs which require manda-
tory cost sharing or match. 

(3) The non-Federal entity must cer-
tify in writing to the Federal awarding 
agency or pass-through entity at the 
end of the Federal award that the 
project or activity was completed or 
the level of effort was expended. If the 
required level of activity or effort was 
not carried out, the amount of the Fed-
eral award must be adjusted. 

(4) Periodic reports may be estab-
lished for each Federal award. 

(5) Changes in principal investigator, 
project leader, project partner, or scope 
of effort must receive the prior written 
approval of the Federal awarding agen-
cy or pass-through entity. 

§ 200.202 Program planning and de-
sign. 

The Federal awarding agency must 
design a program and create an Assist-
ance Listing before announcing the No-
tice of Funding Opportunity. The pro-
gram must be designed with clear goals 
and objectives that facilitate the deliv-
ery of meaningful results consistent 
with the Federal authorizing legisla-
tion of the program. Program perform-
ance shall be measured based on the 
goals and objectives developed during 
program planning and design. See 
§ 200.301 for more information on per-
formance measurement. Performance 
measures may differ depending on the 
type of program. The program must 
align with the strategic goals and ob-
jectives within the Federal awarding 

agency’s performance plan and should 
support the Federal awarding agency’s 
performance measurement, manage-
ment, and reporting as required by 
Part 6 of OMB Circular A–11 (Prepara-
tion, Submission, and Execution of the 
Budget). The program must also be de-
signed to align with the Program Man-
agement Improvement Accountability 
Act (Pub. L. 114–264). 

§ 200.203 Requirement to provide pub-
lic notice of Federal financial as-
sistance programs. 

(a) The Federal awarding agency 
must notify the public of Federal pro-
grams in the Federal Assistance List-
ings maintained by the General Serv-
ices Administration (GSA). 

(1) The Federal Assistance Listings is 
the single, authoritative, government-
wide comprehensive source of Federal 
financial assistance program informa-
tion produced by the executive branch 
of the Federal Government. 

(2) The information that the Federal 
awarding agency must submit to GSA 
for approval by OMB is listed in para-
graph (b) of this section. GSA must 
prescribe the format for the submission 
in coordination with OMB. 

(3) The Federal awarding agency may 
not award Federal financial assistance 
without assigning it to a program that 
has been included in the Federal As-
sistance Listings as required in this 
section unless there are exigent cir-
cumstances requiring otherwise, such 
as timing requirements imposed by 
statute. 

(b) For each program that awards 
discretionary Federal awards, non-dis-
cretionary Federal awards, loans, in-
surance, or any other type of Federal 
financial assistance, the Federal 
awarding agency must, to the extent 
practicable, create, update, and man-
age Assistance Listings entries based 
on the authorizing statute for the pro-
gram and comply with additional guid-
ance provided by GSA in consultation 
with OMB to ensure consistent, accu-
rate information is available to pro-
spective applicants. Accordingly, Fed-
eral awarding agencies must submit 
the following information to GSA: 
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