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101.2 Authority of Customs officers. 
101.3 Customs service ports and ports of 

entry. 
101.4 Entry and clearance of vessels at Cus-

toms stations. 
101.5 CBP preclearance offices in foreign 

countries. 
101.6 Hours of business. 
101.7 Customs seal. 
101.8 Identification cards. 
101.9 Test programs or procedures; alter-

nate requirements. 
101.10 Centers of Excellence and Expertise. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 6 U.S.C. 101, et. 
seq.; 19 U.S.C. 2, 66, 1202 (General Note 3(i), 
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States), 1623, 1624, 1646a. 

Section 101.3 and 101.4 also issued under 19 
U.S.C. 1 and 58b; 

Section 101.5 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1629; 

Section 101.9 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1411–1414. 

SOURCE: T.D. 77–241, 42 FR 54937, Oct. 12, 
1977, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 101.0 Scope. 
This part sets forth general regula-

tions governing the authority of Cus-
toms officers, and the location of Cus-
toms ports of entry, service ports and 
Customs stations. It further sets forth 
regulations concerning the entry and 
clearance of vessels at Customs sta-
tions and a listing of Customs 
preclearance offices in foreign coun-
tries. In addition, this part contains 
provisions concerning the hours of 
business of Customs offices, the Cus-
toms seal, and the identification cards 
issued to Customs officers and employ-
ees. 

[T.D. 77–241, 42 FR 54937, Oct. 12, 1977, as 
amended by T.D. 99–27, 64 FR 13675, Mar. 22, 
1999] 

§ 101.1 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter, the following 

terms shall have the meanings indi-
cated unless either the context in 
which they are used requires a dif-
ferent meaning or a different definition 
is prescribed for a particular part or 
portion thereof: 

Business day. A ‘‘business day’’ means 
a weekday (Monday through Friday), 
excluding national holidays as speci-
fied in § 101.6(a). 

CBP. The term ‘‘CBP’’ means U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection. 

Center director. The term ‘‘Center di-
rector’’ means the person who manages 
their designated Center and is respon-
sible for certain trade decisions and 
functions concerning that Center and 
the importers that are processed by 
that Center. 

Centers of Excellence and Expertise or 
Centers. The terms ‘‘Centers of Excel-
lence and Expertise’’ or ‘‘Centers’’ refer 
to national CBP offices that are re-
sponsible for performing certain trade 
functions and making certain deter-
minations as set forth in particular 
regulatory provisions regarding impor-
tations by importers that are consid-
ered by CBP to be in the industry sec-
tor, regardless of the ports of entry at 
which the importations occur. Industry 
sectors are categorized by the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States (HTSUS) numbers representing 
an industry sector. The list of HTSUS 
numbers will be published in a FED-
ERAL REGISTER document and any 
change made to that list will be an-
nounced in a subsequent FEDERAL REG-
ISTER document. 

Commissioner or Commissioner of Cus-
toms. The terms ‘‘Commissioner’’ or 
‘‘Commissioner of Customs’’ mean 
Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection. 

Customs or U.S. Customs Service. The 
terms ‘‘Customs’’ or ‘‘U.S. Customs 
Service’’ mean U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection. 

Customs regulations or CBP regula-
tions. The terms ‘‘Customs regula-
tions’’ or ‘‘CBP regulations’’ mean 
chapter 1 of title 19 of the Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (19 CFR chapter 1). 

Customs station. A ‘‘Customs station’’ 
is any place, other than a port of entry, 
at which Customs officers or employees 
are stationed, under the authority con-
tained in article IX of the President’s 
Message of March 3, 1913 (T.D. 33249), to 
enter and clear vessels, accept entries 
of merchandise, collect duties, and en-
force the various provisions of the Cus-
toms and navigation laws of the United 
States. 

Customs territory of the United States. 
‘‘Customs territory of the United 
States’’ includes only the States, the 
District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
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Date of entry. The ‘‘date of entry’’ or 
‘‘time of entry’’ of imported merchan-
dise shall be the effective time of entry 
of such merchandise, as defined in 
§ 141.68 of this chapter. 

Date of exportation. ‘‘Date of expor-
tation’’ or ‘‘time of exportation’’ shall 
be as defined in § 152.1(c) of this chap-
ter. 

Date of importation. ‘‘Date of importa-
tion’’ means, in the case of merchan-
dise imported otherwise than by vessel, 
the date on which the merchandise ar-
rives within the Customs territory of 
the United States. In the case of mer-
chandise imported by vessel, ‘‘date of 
importation’’ means the date on which 
the vessel arrives within the limits of a 
port in the United States with intent 
then and there to unlade such mer-
chandise. 

Duties. ‘‘Duties’’ means Customs du-
ties and any internal revenue taxes 
which attach upon importation. 

Entry or withdrawal for consumption. 
‘‘Entry or withdrawal for consump-
tion’’ means entry for consumption or 
withdrawal from warehouse for con-
sumption. 

Exportation. ‘‘Exportation’’ means a 
severance of goods from the mass of 
things belonging to this country with 
the intention of uniting them to the 
mass of things belonging to some for-
eign country. The shipment of mer-
chandise abroad with the intention of 
returning it to the United States with 
a design to circumvent provisions of re-
striction or limitation in the tariff 
laws or to secure a benefit accruing to 
imported merchandise is not an expor-
tation. Merchandise of foreign origin 
returned from abroad under these cir-
cumstances is dutiable according to its 
nature, weight, and value at the time 
of its original arrival in this country. 

Importer. ‘‘Importer’’ means the per-
son primarily liable for the payment of 
any duties on the merchandise, or an 
authorized agent acting on his behalf. 
The importer may be: 

(1) The consignee, or 
(2) The importer of record, or 
(3) The actual owner of the merchan-

dise, if an actual owner’s declaration 
and superseding bond has been filed in 
accordance with § 141.20 of this chapter, 
or 

(4) The transferee of the merchan-
dise, if the right to withdraw merchan-
dise in a bonded warehouse has been 
transferred in accordance with subpart 
C of part 144 of this chapter. 

Port and port of entry. The terms 
‘‘port’’ and ‘‘port of entry’’ refer to any 
place designated by Executive Order of 
the President, by order of the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, or by Act of 
Congress, at which a U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection (‘‘CBP’’) officer is 
authorized to accept entries of mer-
chandise to collect duties, and to en-
force the various provisions of the cus-
toms and navigation laws. The terms 
‘‘port’’ and ‘‘port of entry’’ incorporate 
the geographical area under the juris-
diction of a port director. (The customs 
ports in the Virgin Islands, although 
under the jurisdiction of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, have their own cus-
toms laws (48 U.S.C. 1406(i)). These 
ports, therefore, are outside the cus-
toms territory of the United States and 
the ports thereof are not ‘‘ports of 
entry’’ within the meaning of these 
regulations). 

Port director. The term ‘‘port direc-
tor’’ means the person who has juris-
diction within the geographical bound-
aries of their port of entry unless the 
regulations provide that particular 
trade functions or determinations are 
exclusively within the purview of a 
Center Director or other CBP per-
sonnel. 

Principal field officer. A ‘‘principal 
field officer’’ is an officer in the field 
service whose immediate supervisor is 
located at Customs Service Head-
quarters. 

Service port. The term ‘‘service port’’ 
refers to a Customs location having a 
full range of cargo processing func-
tions, including inspections, entry, col-
lections, and verification. 

Shipment. ‘‘Shipment’’ means the 
merchandise described on the bill of 
lading or other document used to file 
or support entry, or in the oral declara-
tion when applicable. 

[T.D. 77–241, 42 FR 54937, Oct. 12, 1977, as 
amended by T.D. 84–213, 49 FR 41170, Oct. 19, 
1984; 49 FR 44867, Nov. 9, 1984; T.D. 94–51, 59 
FR 30294, June 13, 1994; T.D. 95–77, 60 FR 
50011, Sept. 27, 1995; T.D. 99–57, 64 FR 40987, 
July 28, 1999; CBP Dec. 15–15, 80 FR 70162, 
Nov. 13, 2015; CBP Dec. 16–26, 81 FR 93016, 
Dec. 20, 2016] 
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