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shall provide the public with conven-
ient access to public data and informa-
tion related to the serious disagree-
ment. 

(c) Hearings shall be informal and 
shall be conducted by the hearing offi-
cer with the objective of securing in a 
timely fashion information related to 
the disagreement. The Federal and 
State agencies, as well as other inter-
ested parties, may offer information at 
the hearing subject to the hearing offi-
cer’s supervision as to the extent and 
manner of presentation. A party may 
also provide the hearing officer with 
written comments. Hearings will be re-
corded and the hearing officer shall 
provide transcripts and copies of writ-
ten information offered at the hearing 
to the Federal and State agency par-
ties. The public may inspect and copy 
the transcripts and written informa-
tion provided to these agencies. 

§ 930.114 Secretarial mediation efforts. 

(a) Following the close of the hear-
ing, the hearing officer shall transmit 
the hearing record to the Secretary. 
Upon receipt of the hearing record, the 
Secretary shall schedule a mediation 
conference to be attended by represent-
atives from the Office of the Secretary, 
the disagreeing Federal and State 
agencies, and any other interested par-
ties whose participation is deemed nec-
essary by the Secretary. The Secretary 
shall provide the parties at least 10 
days notice of the time and place set 
for the mediation conference. 

(b) Secretarial mediation efforts 
shall last only so long as the Federal 
and State agencies agree to partici-
pate. The Secretary shall confer with 
the Executive Office of the President, 
as necessary, during the mediation 
process. 

§ 930.115 Termination of mediation. 

Mediation shall terminate: 
(a) At any time the Federal and 

State agencies agree to a resolution of 
the serious disagreement, 

(b) If one of the agencies withdraws 
from mediation, 

(c) In the event the agencies fail to 
reach a resolution of the disagreement 
within 15 days following Secretarial 
conference efforts, and the agencies do 

not agree to extend mediation beyond 
that period, or 

(d) For other good cause. 

§ 930.116 Judicial review. 

The availability of the mediation 
services provided in this subpart is not 
intended expressly or implicitly to 
limit the parties’ use of alternate fo-
rums to resolve disputes. Specifically, 
judicial review where otherwise avail-
able by law may be sought by any 
party to a serious disagreement with-
out first having exhausted the medi-
ation process provided for in this sub-
part. 

Subpart H—Appeal to the Sec-
retary for Review Related to 
the Objectives of the Act and 
National Security Interests 

§ 930.120 Objectives. 

This subpart sets forth the proce-
dures by which the Secretary may find 
that a federal license or permit activ-
ity, including those described in detail 
in an OCS plan, or a federal assistance 
activity, which a State agency has 
found to be inconsistent with the en-
forceable policies of the management 
program, may be federally approved be-
cause the activity is consistent with 
the objectives or purposes of the Act, 
or is necessary in the interest of na-
tional security. 

§ 930.121 Consistent with the objec-
tives or purposes of the Act. 

A federal license or permit activity, 
or a federal assistance activity, is 
‘‘consistent with the objectives or pur-
poses of the Act’’ if it satisfies each of 
the following three requirements: 

(a) The activity furthers the national 
interest as articulated in § 302 or § 303 of 
the Act, in a significant or substantial 
manner, 

(b) The national interest furthered by 
the activity outweighs the activity’s 
adverse coastal effects, when those ef-
fects are considered separately or cu-
mulatively. 

(c) There is no reasonable alternative 
available which would permit the ac-
tivity to be conducted in a manner con-
sistent with the enforceable policies of 
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the management program. The Sec-
retary may consider but is not limited 
to considering previous appeal deci-
sions, alternatives described in state 
objection letters and alternatives and 
other information submitted during 
the appeal. The Secretary shall not 
consider an alternative unless the 
State agency submits a statement, in a 
brief or other supporting material, to 
the Secretary that the alternative 
would permit the activity to be con-
ducted in a manner consistent with the 
enforceable policies of the management 
program. 

[65 FR 77154, Dec. 8, 2000, as amended at 71 
FR 829, Jan. 5, 2006] 

§ 930.122 Necessary in the interest of 
national security. 

A federal license or permit activity, 
or a federal assistance activity, is 
‘‘necessary in the interest of national 
security’’ if a national defense or other 
national security interest would be sig-
nificantly impaired were the activity 
not permitted to go forward as pro-
posed. Secretarial review of national 
security issues shall be aided by infor-
mation submitted by the Department 
of Defense or other interested Federal 
agencies. The views of such agencies, 
while not binding, shall be given con-
siderable weight by the Secretary. The 
Secretary will seek information to de-
termine whether the objected-to activ-
ity directly supports national defense 
or other essential national security ob-
jectives. 

§ 930.123 Definitions. 

(a) The ‘‘appellant’’ is the applicant, 
person or applicant agency submitting 
an appeal to the Secretary pursuant to 
this subpart. 

(b) For the purposes of this subpart, 
the ‘‘Federal agency’’ is the agency 
whose proposed issuance of a license or 
permit or grant of assistance is the 
subject of the appeal to the Secretary. 

(c) The term ‘‘energy project’’ means 
projects related to the siting, construc-
tion, expansion, or operation of any fa-
cility designed to explore, develop, 
produce, transmit or transport energy 
or energy resources that are subject to 
review by a coastal State under sub-
parts D, E, F or I of this part. 

(d) The term ‘‘consolidated record’’ 
means the record of all decisions made 
or actions taken by the lead Federal 
permitting agency or by another Fed-
eral or State administrative agency or 
officer, maintained by the lead Federal 
permitting agency, with the coopera-
tion of Federal and State administra-
tive agencies, related to any federal 
authorization for the permitting, ap-
proval or other authorization of an en-
ergy project. 

(e) The term ‘‘lead Federal permit-
ting agency’’ means the Federal agency 
required to: issue a federal license or 
permit under subparts D or I of this 
part; approve an OCS plan under sub-
part E of this part; or provide federal 
financial assistance under subparts F 
or I of this part for an energy project. 

[65 FR 77154, Dec. 8, 2000, as amended at 71 
FR 829, Jan. 5, 2006] 

§ 930.124 Computation of time. 
The first day of any period of time al-

lowed or prescribed by these rules, 
shall not be included in the computa-
tion of the designated period of time. 
The last day of the time period com-
puted shall be included unless it is a 
Saturday, Sunday or a Federal holiday, 
in which case the period runs until the 
next day which is not one of the afore-
mentioned days. 

§ 930.125 Notice of appeal and applica-
tion fee to the Secretary. 

(a) To obtain Secretarial review of a 
State agency objection, the appellant 
shall file a notice of appeal with the 
Secretary within 30 days of receipt of a 
State agency objection. 

(b) The appellant’s notice of appeal 
shall include a statement explaining 
the appellant’s basis for appeal of the 
State agency’s objection under 
§§ 930.121 and/or 930.122 of this title, in-
cluding any procedural arguments pur-
suant to § 930.129(b). Bases for appeal 
(including procedural arguments) not 
identified in the appellant’s notice of 
appeal shall not be considered by the 
Secretary. 

(c) The appellant’s notice of appeal 
shall be accompanied by payment of an 
application fee or a request for a waiv-
er of such fees. An appeal involving a 
project valued in excess of $1 million 
shall be considered a major appeal and 
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