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§717.1 Clarification procedures; chal-
lenge inspection requests pursuant
to Article IX of the Convention.

(a) Article IX of the Convention sets
forth procedures for clarification, be-
tween States Parties, of issues about
compliance with the Convention.
States Parties may attempt to resolve
such issues through consultation be-
tween themselves or through the Orga-
nization for the Prohibition of Chem-
ical Weapons (OPCW). A State Party
may also request the OPCW to conduct
an on-site challenge inspection of any
facility or location in the territory or
in any other place under the jurisdic-
tion or control of any other State
Party. Such an on-site challenge in-
spection request shall be for the sole
purpose of clarifying and resolving any
questions concerning possible non-com-
pliance with the Convention.

(b) In the event that BIS receives a
request for clarification, pursuant to
Article IX of the Convention, con-
cerning possible non-compliance with
the CWC, any person or facility subject
to the CWCR (parts 710 through 729 of
this subchapter) that receives an offi-
cial written request from BIS for clari-
fication must, within five working days
from receipt of such request, provide
BIS with any relevant information re-
quired to respond to the OPCW or the
State Party(ies) who requested clari-
fication under Article IX. BIS will con-
tact the person or facility subject to
the Article IX clarification, as early as
practicable, prior to issuing an official

§717.2

written request for clarification to the
person or facility.

§717.2 Challenge inspections.

Persons or facilities, other than U.S.
Government facilities as defined in
§710.2(a) of the CWCR, may be subject
to a challenge inspection by the OPCW
concerning possible mnon-compliance
with the requirements of the Conven-
tion, irrespective of whether or not
they are required to submit declara-
tions or reports under the CWCR. BIS
will host and escort the international
Inspection Team for challenge inspec-
tions in the United States of such per-
sons or facilities.

(a) Comsent to challenge inspections;
warrants for challenge inspections. (1)
The owner, operator, occupant or agent
in charge of a facility may consent to
a challenge inspection. The individual
giving consent on behalf of the facility
represents that he or she has the au-
thority to make this decision for the
facility. The facility must respond to
the notice of inspection, which includes
within it a request for consent to the
inspection, within four hours of the fa-
cility’s receipt of the notice of inspec-
tion from BIS.

(2) In instances where the owner, op-
erator, occupant or agent in charge of
a facility does not consent to a chal-
lenge inspection, BIS will assist the
Department of Justice in seeking a
criminal warrant as provided by the
Act. The existence of a facility agree-
ment does not in any way limit the
right of the operator of the facility to
withhold consent to a challenge inspec-
tion request.

(b) Notice of challenge inspection. Chal-
lenge inspections may be made only
upon issuance of written notice by the
United States National Authority
(USNA) to the owner and to the oper-
ator, occupant or agent in charge of
the premises. BIS will provide notice of
inspection to the inspection point of
contact at such time that a person or
facility has been clearly established, if
possible, and when notification is
deemed appropriate. If the TUnited
States is unable to provide actual writ-
ten notice to the owner and to the op-
erator, occupant or agent in charge,
BIS (or another appropriate agency, if
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