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§435.5

(b) Reentry-operator license. A reentry
operator license authorizes a licensee
to reenter any of a designated family of
reentry vehicles, other than an RLV,
within authorized parameters, includ-
ing trajectories, transporting specified
classes of payloads to any reentry site
designated in the license. A reentry op-
erator license is valid for a 2-year re-
newable term.

(¢c) Duration of license. Notwith-
standing the duration for a license es-
tablished in paragraphs (a) and (b) of
this section, no license issued under
this part will be valid after March 10,
2026.

[Docket No. FAA-1999-5535, 65 FR 56665, Sept.
19, 2000, as amended by Doc. No. FAA-2019-
0229, Amdt. 435-5, 85 FR 79718, Dec. 10, 2020]

§435.5 Policy and safety approvals.

To obtain a reentry license, an appli-
cant must obtain policy and safety ap-
provals from the FAA. Requirements
for obtaining these approvals are con-
tained in subparts B and C of this part.
Only a reentry license applicant may
apply for the approvals, and may apply
for either approval separately and in
advance of submitting a complete li-
cense application, using the applica-
tion procedures contained in part 413 of
this subchapter.

§435.7 Payload reentry determination.

(a) A payload reentry determination
is required to transport a payload to
Earth on a reentry vehicle unless the
proposed payload is exempt from pay-
load review.

(b) A payload reentry determination
made under a previous license applica-
tion under this subchapter may satisfy
the requirements of paragraph (a) of
this section.

(c) The FAA conducts a review, as de-
scribed in subpart D of this part, to
make a payload reentry determination.
Either a reentry license applicant or a
payload owner or operator may request
a review of the proposed payload using
the application procedures contained
in part 413 of this subchapter. Upon re-
ceipt of an application, the FAA may
conduct a payload reentry review inde-
pendently of a reentry license applica-
tion.
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§435.8 Human space flight.

To obtain a reentry license, an appli-
cant proposing to conduct a reentry
with a space flight participant, crew,
or government astronaut on board the
vehicle must demonstrate compliance
with §§460.5, 460.7, 460.11, 460.13, 460.15,
460.17, 460.51, 460.53, 460.59, 460.61, and
460.67 of this subchapter.

[Doc. No. FAA-2023-1656, Amdt. No. 435-6, 89
FR 76726, Sept. 19, 2024]

§435.9 Issuance of a reentry license.

(a) The FAA issues a reentry license
to an applicant who has obtained all
approvals and determinations required
under this chapter for a reentry li-
cense.

(b) A reentry license authorizes a li-
censee to reenter a reentry vehicle and
payload, if any, in accordance with the
representations contained in the re-
entry licensee’s application, subject to
the licensee’s compliance with terms
and conditions contained in license or-
ders accompanying the reentry license,
including financial responsibility re-
quirements.

§435.11 Additional license terms and
conditions.

The FAA may amend a reentry li-
cense at any time by modifying or add-
ing license terms and conditions to en-
sure compliance with 51 U.S.C. Subtitle
V, chapter 509, and applicable regula-
tions.

[Doc. No. FAA-2012-0232, 77 FR 20533, Apr. 5,
2012]

§435.13 Transfer of a reentry license.

(a) Only the FAA may transfer a re-
entry license.

(b) An applicant for transfer of a re-
entry license shall submit a reentry li-
cense application in accordance with
part 413 of this subchapter and satisfy
the applicable requirements of this
part. The FAA will transfer a reentry
license to an applicant who has ob-
tained all of the approvals and deter-
minations required under this chapter
for a reentry license. In conducting its
reviews and issuing approvals and de-
terminations, the FAA may incor-
porate any findings made part of the
record to support the initial licensing
determination. The FAA may modify a
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