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(a) A designated launch and reentry
site, including contingency abort loca-
tions, if any, not covered by existing
FAA or other Federal environmental
documentation;

(b) A proposed new RLV with charac-
teristics falling measurably outside the
parameters of existing environmental
documentation;

(c) A proposed reentry to an estab-
lished reentry site involving an RLV
with characteristics falling measurably
outside the parameters of existing en-
vironmental impact statements cov-
ering that site;

(d) A proposed payload that may
have significant environmental im-
pacts in the event of a reentry acci-
dent; and

(e) Other factors as necessary to com-
ply with the National Environmental
Policy Act.
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§433.1 General.

The FAA evaluates on an individual
basis an applicant’s proposal to operate
a reentry site.

§433.3 Issuance of a license to operate
a reentry site.

(a) The FAA issues a license to oper-
ate a reentry site when it determines
that an applicant’s operation of the re-
entry site does not jeopardize public
health and safety, the safety of prop-
erty, U.S. national security or foreign
policy interests, or international obli-
gations of the United States.

(b) A license to operate a reentry site
authorizes a licensee to operate a re-
entry site in accordance with the rep-
resentations contained in the licensee’s
application, subject to the licensee’s
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compliance with terms and conditions
contained in any license order accom-
panying the license.

§433.5 Operational restrictions on a
reentry site.

A license to operate a reentry site
authorizes the licensee to offer use of
the site to support reentry of a reentry
vehicle for which the three-sigma foot-
print of the vehicle upon reentry is
wholly contained within the site.

§433.7 Environmental.

(a) General. The FAA is responsible
for complying with the procedures and
policies of the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) and other applica-
ble environmental laws, regulations,
and Executive Orders prior to issuing a
reentry site license. An applicant must
provide the FAA with information
needed to comply with such require-
ments. The FAA will consider and doc-
ument the potential environmental ef-
fects associated with issuing a license
for a reentry site.

(b) Environmental impact statement or
environmental assessment. When directed
by the FAA, an applicant must—

(1) Prepare an Environmental Assess-
ment with FAA oversight;

(2) Assume financial responsibility
for preparation of an Environmental
Impact Statement by an FAA-selected
and -managed consultant contractor;
or

(3) Submit information to support a
written re-evaluation of a previously
submitted Environmental Assessment
or Environmental Impact Statement.

(c) Categorical exclusion. The FAA
may determine that a categorical ex-
clusion is appropriate upon receipt of
supporting information from an appli-
cant.

(d) Environmental information. An ap-
plication must include an approved
FAA Environmental Assessment, Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement, categor-
ical exclusion determination, or writ-
ten re-evaluation covering all planned
licensed activities in compliance with
NEPA and the Council on Environ-
mental Quality Regulations for Imple-
menting the Procedural Provisions of
NEPA.

[Doc. No. FAA-2019-0229, Amdt. 433-3, 85 FR
79717, Dec. 10, 2020]
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