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§107.815

§107.815 Financings in the form of
Debt Securities.

You may purchase Debt Securities
from Small Businesses.

(a) Definitions. Debt Securities are in-
struments evidencing a loan with an
option or any other right to acquire
Equity Securities in a Small Business
or its Affiliates, or a loan which by its
terms is convertible into an equity po-
sition, or a loan with a right to receive
royalties that are excluded from the
Cost of Money pursuant to
§107.8556(g)(12). Consideration must be
paid for all options that you acquire.

(b) Restriction on options obtained by
Licensee’s management and employees. If
you have outstanding Leverage or plan
to obtain Leverage, your employees, of-
ficers, directors or general partners, or
the general partners of the manage-
ment company that is providing serv-
ices to you or to your general partner,
may obtain options in a Financed
Small Business only if:

(1) They participate in the Financing
on a pari passu basis with you; or

(2) SBA gives its prior written ap-
proval; or

(3) The options received are com-
pensation for service as a member of
the board of directors of the Small
Business, and such compensation does
not exceed that paid to other outside
directors. In the absence of such direc-
tors, fees must be reasonable when
compared with amounts paid to outside
directors of similar companies.

[61 FR 3189, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 65
FR 69432, Nov. 17, 2000]

§107.820 Financings in the form of
guarantees.

At the request of a Small Business or
where necessary to protect your exist-
ing investment, you may guarantee the
monetary obligation of a Small Busi-
ness to any non-Associate creditor.

(a) You may not issue a guaranty if:

(1) You would become subject to
State regulation as an insurance, guar-
anty or surety business;

(2) The amount of the guaranty plus
any direct Financings to the Small
Business exceed the overline limita-
tions of §107.740, except that a pledge of
the Equity Securities of the issuer or a
subordination of your lien or creditor
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position does not count toward your
overline; or

(3) The total financing cost to the
Small Business exceeds the cost of
money limits of §107.855.

(b) Pledge of Licensee’s assets as guar-
anty. For purposes of this section, a
guaranty with recourse only to specific
asset(s) you have pledged is equal to
the fair market value of such asset(s)
or the amount of the debt guaranteed,
whichever is less.

§107.825 Purchasing securities from
an underwriter or other third
party.

(a) Securities purchased through or
from an underwriter. You may purchase
the securities of a Small Business
through or from an underwriter if:

(1) You purchase such securities
within 90 days of the date the public of-
fering is first made;

(2) Your purchase price is no more
than the original public offering price;
and

(3) The amount paid by you for the
securities (less ordinary and reasonable
underwriting charges and commissions)
has been, or will be, paid to the Small
Business, and the underwriter certifies
in writing that this requirement has
been met.

(b) Recordkeeping requirements. If you
have outstanding Leverage or plan to
obtain Leverage, you must Kkeep
records available for SBA’s inspection
which show the relevant details of the
transaction, including, but not limited
to, date, price, commissions, and the
underwriter’s certifications required
under paragraph (c) of this section.

(c) Underwriter’s requirements. If you
have outstanding Leverage or plan to
obtain Leverage, the underwriter must
certify whether it is your Associate.
You may pay reasonable and cus-
tomary commissions and expenses to
an Associate underwriter for the por-
tion of an offering that you purchase,
provided it is no more than 25 percent
of the total offering. If you buy more
than 25 percent of the offering, the
amount you pay to the Associate un-
derwriter must not exceed the total of
the application and closing fees and re-
imbursable expenses permitted by
§107.860.
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(d) Securities purchased from another
Licensee or from SBA. You may pur-
chase from, or exchange with, another
Licensee, Portfolio securities (or any
interest therein). Such purchase or ex-
change may only be made on a non-re-
course basis. You may not have more
than one-third of your total as-
sets(valued at cost) invested in such se-
curities. If you have previously sold
Portfolio Securities (or any interest
therein) on a recourse basis, you shall
include the amount for which you may
be contingently liable in your overline
computation.

(e) Purchases of securities from other
non-issuers. You may purchase securi-
ties of a Small Business from a non-
issuer not previously described in this
§107.825 if:

(1) Such acquisition is a reasonably
necessary part of the overall sound Fi-
nancing of the Small Business under
the Act; or

(2) The securities are acquired to fi-
nance a change of ownership under
§107.750.

STRUCTURING LICENSEE’S FINANCING OF
AN ELIGIBLE SMALL BUSINESS: TERMS
AND CONDITIONS OF FINANCING

§107.830 Minimum duration/term of fi-
nancing.

(a) General rule. The duration/term of
all your Financings must be for a min-
imum period of one year.

(b) Restrictions on mandatory redemp-
tion of Equity Securities. If you have ac-
quired Equity Securities, options or
warrants on terms that include re-
demption by the Small Business, you
must not require redemption by the
Small Business within the first year of
your acquisition except as permitted in
§107.850.

(c) Special rules for Loans and Debt Se-
curities—(1) Term. The minimum term
for Loans and Debt Securities starts
with the first disbursement of the Fi-
nancing.

(2) Prepayment. You must permit vol-
untary prepayment of Loans and Debt
Securities by the Small Business. You
must obtain SBA’s prior written ap-
proval of any restrictions on the abil-
ity of the Small Business to prepay
other than the imposition of a reason-
able prepayment penalty under para-
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graph (c)(3) of this section. For pur-
poses of evaluating prepayment re-
strictions under this section, require-
ments to apply prepayments pro rata
among a group of lenders participating
in such Financing that is pari passu in
rights to payment will not be deemed
to constitute a restriction on prepay-
ments.

(3) Prepayment penalties. You may
charge a reasonable prepayment pen-
alty which must be agreed upon at the
time of the Financing. If SBA deter-
mines that a prepayment penalty is un-
reasonable, you must refund the entire
penalty to the Small Business. A pre-
payment penalty equal to 5 percent of
the outstanding balance during the
first year of any Financing, declining
by one percentage point per year
through the fifth year, is considered
reasonable.

[61 FR 3189, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 69
FR 8098, Feb. 23, 2004; 88 FR 46012, July 18,
2023]

§107.835 Exceptions to minimum dura-
tion/term of Financing.

You may make a Short-term Financ-
ing for a term less than one year if the
Financing is:

(a) An interim Financing in con-
templation of Ilong-term Financing.
The contemplated long-term Financing
must be in an amount at least equal to
the short-term Financing, and must be
made by you alone or in participation
with other investors; or

(b) For protection of your prior in-
vestment(s); or

(c) For the purpose of Financing a
change of ownership under §107.750.
The total amount of such Financings
may not exceed 20 percent of your
Loans and Investments (at cost) at the
end of any fiscal year; or

(d) For the purpose of aiding a Small
Business in performing a contract
awarded under a Federal, State, or
local government set-aside program for
“minority” or ‘disadvantaged’ con-
tractors.

[61 FR 3189, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 64

FR 52646, Sept. 30, 1999; 69 FR 8098, Feb. 23,
2004]
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