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Export-Import Bank of the U.S. § 408.4 

PART 408—PROCEDURES FOR 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE NA-
TIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 
ACT 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
408.1 Background. 
408.2 Purpose. 
408.3 Applicability. 

Subpart B—Eximbank Implementing 
Procedures 

408.4 Early involvement in foreign activi-
ties for which Eximbank financing may 
be requested. 

408.5 Ensuring environmental documents 
are actually considered in Agency deci-
sion-making. 

408.6 Typical classes of action. 
408.7 Environmental information. 

AUTHORITY: National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq. 

SOURCE: 44 FR 50811, Aug. 30, 1979, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 

§ 408.1 Background. 
(a) The National Environmental Pol-

icy Act (NEPA) of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et 
seq.) establishes national policies and 
goals for the protection of the environ-
ment. Section 102(2) of NEPA contains 
certain procedural requirements di-
rected toward the attainment of such 
goals. In particular, all Federal agen-
cies are required to give appropriate 
consideration to the environmental ef-
fects of their proposed actions in their 
decision-making and to prepare de-
tailed environmental statements on 
recommendations or reports on pro-
posals for legislation and other major 
Federal Actions significantly affecting 
the quality of the human environment. 

(b) Executive Order 11991 of May 24, 
1977, directed the Council on Environ-
mental Quality (CEQ) to issue regula-
tions to implement the procedural pro-
visions of NEPA (NEPA Regulations). 
Accordingly, CEQ issued final NEPA 
Regulations which are binding on all 
Federal agencies as of July 30, 1979 (40 
CFR parts 1500 through 1508) on Novem-
ber 29, 1979. These Regulations provide 
that each Federal agency shall as nec-
essary adopt implementing procedures 

to supplement the NEPA Regulations. 
Section 1507.3(b) of the NEPA Regula-
tions identifies those sections of the 
NEPA Regulations which must be ad-
dressed in agency procedures. 

§ 408.2 Purpose. 
The purpose of this part is to estab-

lish procedures which supplement the 
NEPA Regulations and provide for the 
implementation of those provisions 
identified in § 1507.3(b) of the NEPA 
Regulations. 

§ 408.3 Applicability. 
Historically, virtually all financing 

provided by Eximbank has been in aid 
of U.S. exports which involve no effects 
on the quality of the environment 
within the United States, its terri-
tories or possessions. Eximbank has 
separate procedures for conducting en-
vironmental reviews where such re-
views are required by E.O. 12114 (Janu-
ary 4, 1979) because of potential effects 
on the environment of global commons 
areas or on the environment of foreign 
nations. The procedures set forth in 
this part apply to the relatively rare 
cases where Eximbank financing of 
U.S. exports may affect environmental 
quality in the United States, its terri-
tories or possessions. 

Subpart B—Eximbank 
Implementing Procedures 

§ 408.4 Early involvement in foreign 
activities for which Eximbank fi-
nancing may be requested. 

(a) Section 1501.2(d) of the NEPA 
Regulations requires agencies to pro-
vide for early involvement in actions 
which, while planned by private appli-
cants or other non-Federal entities, re-
quire some form of Federal approval. 
Pursuant to the Export-Import Bank 
Act of 1945, as amended, Eximbank is 
asked to provide financing for trans-
actions involving exports of U.S. goods 
and services for projects in foreign 
countries which are planned by non- 
U.S. entities (Transactions). 

(b) To implement the requirements of 
§ 1501.2(d) with respect to these Trans-
actions, Eximbank: 

(1) Will provide on a project-by- 
project basis to applicant seeking fi-
nancing from Eximbank guidance as to 
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12 CFR Ch. IV (1–1–23 Edition) § 408.5 

the scope and level of environmental 
information to be used in evaluating a 
proposed Transaction where: 

(i) The proposed Eximbank financing 
would be a major action and 

(ii) A Transaction may significantly 
affect the quality of the human envi-
ronment in the United States, its terri-
tories or possessions. 

(2) Upon receipt of an application for 
Eximbank financing or notification 
that an application will be filed, will 
consult as required with other appro-
priate parties to initiate and coordi-
nate the necessary environmental anal-
yses. 

These responsibilities will be per-
formed by the General Counsel and the 
Engineers of Eximbank. 

(c) To facilitate Eximbank review of 
Transactions for which positive deter-
minations have been made under para-
graphs (b)(1)(i) and (ii) of this section, 
applicants should: 

(1) Consult with the Engineer as 
early as possible in the planning proc-
ess for guidance on the scope and level 
of environmental information required 
to be submitted in support of their ap-
plication; 

(2) Conduct any studies which are 
deemed necessary and appropriate by 
Eximbank to determine the impact of 
the proposed action on the quality of 
the human environment; 

(3) Consult with appropriate U.S. 
(Federal, regional, State and local) 
agencies and other potentially inter-
ested parties during preliminary plan-

ning stages to ensure that all environ-
mental factors are identified; 

(4) Submit applications for all U.S. 
(Federal, regional, State and local) ap-
provals as early as possible in the plan-
ning process; 

(5) Notify Eximbank as early as pos-
sible of all other applicable legal re-
quirements for project completion so 
that all applicable Federal environ-
mental reviews may be coordinated; 
and 

(6) Notify Eximbank of all known 
parties potentially affected by or inter-
ested in the proposed action. 

§ 408.5 Ensuring environmental docu-
ments are actually considered in 
Agency decision-making. 

Section 1505.1 of the NEPA Regula-
tions contains requirements to ensure 
adequate consideration of environ-
mental documents in agency decision- 
making. To implement these require-
ments, Eximbank officials will: 

(a) Consider all relevant environ-
mental documents in evaluating appli-
cations for Eximbank financing; 

(b) Ensure that all relevant environ-
mental documents, comments and re-
sponses accompany the application 
through Eximbank’s review processes; 

(c) Consider only those alternatives 
encompassed by the range of alter-
natives discussed in the relevant envi-
ronmental documents when evaluating 
an application which is the subject of 
an EIS. 

Eximbank actions Start of NEPA 
process Completion of NEPA process Key officials or offices required to consider environ-

mental documents 

Issuance of Pre-
liminary Com-
mitment (P.C.).

When application 
is received.

When the Board of Directors 
meets to consider application. 
The Board may notify appli-
cant that environmental ef-
fects will be considered when 
final commitment is requested 
and request information on 
environmental matters.

Under § 408.4(b)(1)(i) and (ii), General Counsel to de-
termine whether requested Eximbank financing is a 
major action and Engineer to determine whether 
proposed Transaction may significantly affect the 
quality of the human environment in the United 
States, its territories or possessions. 

Issuance of Final 
Commitment.

When application 
is received.

When the Board of Directors 
meets to consider application.

(If no P.C. has been issued, key offices will make de-
terminations mentioned above.) Engineer to collect, 
prepare or arrange for preparation of all environ-
mental documents. 

§ 408.6 Typical classes of action. 

(a) Section 1507.3(c)(2) of the NEPA 
Regulations in conjunction with § 1508.4 
thereof requires agencies to establish 

three typical classes of action for simi-
lar treatment under NEPA. These typ-
ical classes of action are set forth 
below: 
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Export-Import Bank of the U.S. § 410.103 

Actions normally requiring 
EIS’s 

Actions normally requiring assessments but not 
necessarily EIS’s 

Actions normally not requiring assessments or 
EIS’s 

None ................................... Applications for Eximbank financing under the di-
rect lending program in support of transactions 
for which determinations under § 408.4(b)(1)(i) 
and (ii) above may be affirmative.

Applications for Eximbank financing in the 
form of insurance or guarantees. 

(b) Eximbank will independently de-
termine whether an EIS or an environ-
mental assessment is required where: 

(1) A proposal for agency action is 
not covered by one of the typical class-
es of action above; or 

(2) For actions which are covered, the 
presence of extraordinary cir-
cumstances indicates that some other 
level of environmental review may be 
appropriate. 

§ 408.7 Environmental information. 

Interested persons may contact the 
General Counsel regarding Eximbank’s 
compliance with NEPA. 

PART 410—ENFORCEMENT OF 
NONDISCRIMINATION ON THE 
BASIS OF HANDICAP IN PRO-
GRAMS OR ACTIVITIES CON-
DUCTED BY EXPORT-IMPORT 
BANK OF THE UNITED STATES 

Sec. 
410.101 Purpose. 
410.102 Application. 
410.103 Definitions. 
410.104–410.109 [Reserved] 
410.110 Self-evaluation. 
410.111 Notice. 
410.112–410.129 [Reserved] 
410.130 General prohibitions against dis-

crimination. 
410.131–410.139 [Reserved] 
410.140 Employment. 
410.141–410.148 [Reserved] 
410.149 Program accessibility: Discrimina-

tion prohibited. 
410.150 Program accessibility: Existing fa-

cilities. 
410.151 Program accessibility: New con-

struction and alterations. 
410.152–410.159 [Reserved] 
410.160 Communications. 
410.161–410.169 [Reserved] 
410.170 Compliance procedures. 
410.171–410.999 [Reserved] 

AUTHORITY: 29 U.S.C. 794. 

SOURCE: 51 FR 4575, 4579, Feb. 5, 1986, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 410.101 Purpose. 
This part effectuates section 119 of 

the Rehabilitation, Comprehensive 
Services, and Developmental Disabil-
ities Amendments of 1978, which 
amended section 504 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973 to prohibit discrimina-
tion on the basis of handicap in pro-
grams or activities conducted by Exec-
utive agencies or the United States 
Postal Service. 

§ 410.102 Application. 
This part applies to all programs or 

activities conducted by the agency. 

§ 410.103 Definitions. 
For purposes of this part, the term— 
Assistant Attorney General means the 

Assistant Attorney General, Civil 
Rights Division, United States Depart-
ment of Justice. 

Auxiliary aids means services or de-
vices that enable persons with im-
paired sensory, manual, or speaking 
skills to have an equal opportunity to 
participate in, and enjoy the benefits 
of, programs or activities conducted by 
the agency. For example, auxiliary aids 
useful for persons with impaired vision 
include readers, Brailled materials, 
audio recordings, telecommunications 
devices and other similar services and 
devices. Auxiliary aids useful for per-
sons with impaired hearing include 
telephone handset amplifiers, tele-
phones compatible with hearing aids, 
telecommunication devices for deaf 
persons (TDD’s), interpreters, 
notetakers, written materials, and 
other similar services and devices. 

Complete complaint means a written 
statement that contains the complain-
ant’s name and address and describes 
the agency’s alleged discriminatory ac-
tion in sufficient detail to inform the 
agency of the nature and date of the al-
leged violation of section 504. It shall 
be signed by the complainant or by 
someone authorized to do so on his or 
her behalf. Complaints filed on behalf 
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