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(c) The supplement to a draft envi-
ronmental impact statement will be 
prepared and noticed in the same man-
ner as the draft environmental impact 
statement except that a scoping proc-
ess need not be used. 

§ 51.73 Request for comments on draft 
environmental impact statement. 

Each draft environmental impact 
statement and each supplement to a 
draft environmental impact statement 
distributed in accordance with § 51.74, 
and each news release provided pursu-
ant to § 51.74(d) will be accompanied by 
or include a request for comments on 
the proposed action and on the draft 
environmental impact statement or 
any supplement to the draft environ-
mental impact statement and will 
state where comments should be sub-
mitted and the date on which the com-
ment period closes. A minimum com-
ment period of 45 days will be provided. 
The comment period will be calculated 
from the date on which the Environ-
mental Protection Agency notice stat-
ing that the draft statement or the 
supplement to the draft statement has 
been filed with EPA is published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. If no comments are 
provided within the time specified, it 
will be presumed, unless the agency or 
person requests an extension of time, 
that the agency or person has no com-
ment to make. To the extent prac-
ticable, NRC staff will grant reasonable 
requests for extensions of time of up to 
fifteen (15) days. 

§ 51.74 Distribution of draft environ-
mental impact statement and sup-
plement to draft environmental im-
pact statement; news releases. 

(a) A copy of the draft environmental 
impact statement will be distributed 
to: 

(1) The Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

(2) Any other Federal agency which 
has special expertise or jurisdiction by 
law with respect to any environmental 
impact involved or which is authorized 
to develop and enforce relevant envi-
ronmental standards. 

(3) The applicant or petitioner for 
rulemaking and any other party to the 
proceeding. 

(4) Appropriate State and local agen-
cies authorized to develop and enforce 
relevant environmental standards. 

(5) Appropriate State, regional and 
metropolitan clearinghouses. 

(6) Appropriate Indian Tribes when 
the proposed action may have an envi-
ronmental impact on a reservation. 

(7) Upon written request, any organi-
zation or group included in the master 
list of interested organizations and 
groups maintained under § 51.122. 

(8) Upon written request, any other 
person to the extent available. 

(b) Additional copies will be made 
available in accordance with § 51.123. 

(c) A supplement to a draft environ-
mental impact statement will be dis-
tributed in the same manner as the 
draft environmental impact statement 
to which it relates. 

(d) News releases stating the avail-
ability for comment and place for ob-
taining or inspecting a draft environ-
mental statement or supplement will 
be provided to local newspapers and 
other appropriate media. 

(e) A notice of availability will be 
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER in 
accordance with § 51.117. 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATE-
MENTS—PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION 
FACILITIES 

§ 51.75 Draft environmental impact 
statement—construction permit, 
early site permit, or combined li-
cense. 

(a) Construction permit stage. A draft 
environmental impact statement relat-
ing to issuance of a construction per-
mit for a production or utilization fa-
cility will be prepared in accordance 
with the procedures and measures de-
scribed in §§ 51.70, 51.71, 51.72, and 51.73. 
The contribution of the environmental 
effects of the uranium fuel cycle activi-
ties specified in § 51.51 shall be evalu-
ated on the basis of impact values set 
forth in Table S–3, Table of Uranium 
Fuel Cycle Environmental Data, which 
shall be set out in the draft environ-
mental impact statement. With the ex-
ception of radon-222 and technetium-99 
releases, no further discussion of fuel 
cycle release values and other numer-
ical data that appear explicitly in the 
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5 Values for releases of Rn-222 and Tc-99 are 
not given in the table. The amount and sig-
nificance of Rn-222 releases from the fuel 
cycle and Tc-99 releases from waste manage-
ment or reprocessing activities shall be con-
sidered in the draft environmental impact 
statement and may be the subject of litiga-
tion in individual licensing proceedings. 

table shall be required.5 The impact 
statement shall take account of dose 
commitments and health effects from 
fuel cycle effluents set forth in Table 
S–3 and shall in addition take account 
of economic, socioeconomic, and pos-
sible cumulative impacts and other 
fuel cycle impacts as may reasonably 
appear significant. As stated in § 51.23, 
the generic impact determinations re-
garding the continued storage of spent 
fuel in NUREG–2157 shall be deemed in-
corporated into the environmental im-
pact statement. 

(b) Early site permit stage. A draft en-
vironmental impact statement relating 
to issuance of an early site permit for 
a production or utilization facility will 
be prepared in accordance with the pro-
cedures and measures described in 
§§ 51.70, 51.71, 51.72, 51.73, and this sec-
tion. The contribution of the environ-
mental effects of the uranium fuel 
cycle activities specified in § 51.51 shall 
be evaluated on the basis of impact val-
ues set forth in Table S–3, Table of 
Uranium Fuel Cycle Environmental 
Data, which shall be set out in the 
draft environmental impact statement. 
With the exception of radon-222 and 
technetium-99 releases, no further dis-
cussion of fuel cycle release values and 
other numerical data that appear ex-
plicitly in the table shall be required.5 
The impact statement shall take ac-
count of dose commitments and health 
effects from fuel cycle effluents set 
forth in Table S–3 and shall in addition 
take account of economic, socio-
economic, and possible cumulative im-
pacts and other fuel cycle impacts as 
may reasonably appear significant. As 
stated in § 51.23, the generic impact de-
terminations regarding the continued 
storage of spent fuel in NUREG–2157 
shall be deemed incorporated into the 
environmental impact statement. The 
draft environmental impact statement 
must include an evaluation of alter-
native sites to determine whether 
there is any obviously superior alter-

native to the site proposed. The draft 
environmental impact statement must 
also include an evaluation of the envi-
ronmental effects of construction and 
operation of a reactor, or reactors, 
which have design characteristics that 
fall within the site characteristics and 
design parameters for the early site 
permit application, but only to the ex-
tent addressed in the early site permit 
environmental report or otherwise nec-
essary to determine whether there is 
any obviously superior alternative to 
the site proposed. The draft environ-
mental impact statement must not in-
clude an assessment of the economic, 
technical, or other benefits (for exam-
ple, need for power) and costs of the 
proposed action or an evaluation of al-
ternative energy sources, unless these 
matters are addressed in the early site 
permit environmental report. 

(c) Combined license stage. A draft en-
vironmental impact statement relating 
to issuance of a combined license that 
does not reference an early site permit 
will be prepared in accordance with the 
procedures and measures described in 
§§ 51.70, 51.71, 51.72, and 51.73. The con-
tribution of the environmental effects 
of the uranium fuel cycle activities 
specified in § 51.51 shall be evaluated on 
the basis of impact values set forth in 
Table S–3, Table of Uranium Fuel Cycle 
Environmental Data, which shall be set 
out in the draft environmental impact 
statement. With the exception of 
radon-222 and technetium-99 releases, 
no further discussion of fuel cycle re-
lease values and other numerical data 
that appear explicitly in the table shall 
be required.5 The impact statement 
shall take account of dose commit-
ments and health effects from fuel 
cycle effluents set forth in Table S–3 
and shall in addition take account of 
economic, socioeconomic, and possible 
cumulative impacts and other fuel 
cycle impacts as may reasonably ap-
pear significant. As stated in § 51.23, 
the generic impact determinations re-
garding the continued storage of spent 
fuel in NUREG–2157 shall be deemed in-
corporated into the environmental im-
pact statement. 

(1) Combined license application ref-
erencing an early site permit. If the com-
bined license application references an 
early site permit, then the NRC staff 
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shall prepare a draft supplement to the 
early site permit environmental im-
pact statement. The supplement must 
be prepared in accordance with 
§ 51.92(e). 

(2) Combined license application ref-
erencing a standard design certification. 
If the combined license application ref-
erences a standard design certification 
and the site characteristics of the com-
bined license’s site fall within the site 
parameters specified in the design cer-
tification environmental assessment, 
then the draft combined license envi-
ronmental impact statement shall in-
corporate by reference the design cer-
tification environmental assessment, 
and summarize the findings and con-
clusions of the environmental assess-
ment with respect to severe accident 
mitigation design alternatives. 

(3) Combined license application ref-
erencing a manufactured reactor. If the 
combined license application proposes 
to use a manufactured reactor and the 
site characteristics of the combined li-
cense’s site fall within the site param-
eters specified in the manufacturing li-
cense environmental assessment, then 
the draft combined license environ-
mental impact statement shall incor-
porate by reference the manufacturing 
license environmental assessment, and 
summarize the findings and conclu-
sions of the environmental assessment 
with respect to severe accident mitiga-
tion design alternatives. The combined 
license environmental impact state-
ment report will not address the envi-
ronmental impacts associated with 
manufacturing the reactor under the 
manufacturing license. 

[72 FR 49514, Aug. 28, 2007, as amended at 79 
FR 56261, Sept. 19, 2014] 

§ 51.76 Draft environmental impact 
statement—limited work authoriza-
tion. 

The NRC will prepare a draft envi-
ronmental impact statement relating 
to issuance of a limited work author-
ization in accordance with the proce-
dures and measures described in 
§§ 51.70, 51.71, and 51.73, as further sup-
plemented or modified in the following 
paragraphs. 

(a) Limited work authorization sub-
mitted as part of complete construction 
permit or combined license application. If 

the application for a limited work au-
thorization is submitted as part of a 
complete construction permit or com-
bined license application, then the NRC 
may prepare a partial draft environ-
mental impact statement. The analysis 
called for by § 51.71(d) must be limited 
to the activities proposed to be con-
ducted under the limited work author-
ization. Alternatively, the NRC may 
prepare a complete draft environ-
mental impact statement prepared in 
accordance with § 51.75(a) or (c), as ap-
plicable. 

(b) Phased application for limited work 
authorization under § 2.101(a)(9) of this 
chapter. If the application for a limited 
work authorization is submitted in ac-
cordance with § 2.101(a)(9) of this chap-
ter, then the draft environmental im-
pact statement for part one of the ap-
plication may be limited to consider-
ation of the activities proposed to be 
conducted under the limited work au-
thorization, and the proposed redress 
plan. However, if the environmental re-
port contains the full set of informa-
tion required to be submitted under 
§ 51.50(a) or (c), then a draft environ-
mental impact statement must be pre-
pared in accordance with § 51.75(a) or 
(c), as applicable. Siting issues, includ-
ing whether there is an obviously supe-
rior alternative site, or issues related 
to operation of the proposed nuclear 
power plant at the site, including need 
for power, may not be considered. After 
part two of the application is docketed, 
the NRC will prepare a draft supple-
ment to the final environmental im-
pact statement for part two of the ap-
plication under § 51.72. No updating of 
the information contained in the final 
environmental impact statement pre-
pared for part one is necessary in prep-
aration of the supplemental environ-
mental impact statement. The draft 
supplement must consider all environ-
mental impacts associated with the 
prior issuance of the limited work au-
thorization, but may not address or 
consider the sunk costs associated with 
the limited work authorization. 

(c) Limited work authorization sub-
mitted as part of an early site permit ap-
plication. If the application for a lim-
ited work authorization is submitted 
as part of an application for an early 
site permit, then the NRC will prepare 
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