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Nuclear Regulatory Commission § 51.61 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS—MATERIALS 
LICENSES 

§ 51.60 Environmental report—mate-
rials licenses. 

(a) Each applicant for a license or 
other form of permission, or an amend-
ment to or renewal of a license or other 
form of permission issued pursuant to 
parts 30, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 39, 40, 61, 70 
and/or 72 of this chapter, and covered 
by paragraphs (b)(1) through (b)(5) of 
this section, shall submit with its ap-
plication to: ATTN: Document Control 
Desk, Director, Nuclear Material Safe-
ty and Safeguards, a separate docu-
ment, entitled ‘‘Applicant’s Environ-
mental Report’’ or ‘‘Supplement to Ap-
plicant’s Environmental Report,’’ as 
appropriate. The ‘‘Applicant’s Environ-
mental Report’’ shall contain the infor-
mation specified in § 51.45. If the appli-
cation is for an amendment to or a re-
newal of a license or other form of per-
mission for which the applicant has 
previously submitted an environmental 
report, the supplement to applicant’s 
environmental report may be limited 
to incorporating by reference, updating 
or supplementing the information pre-
viously submitted to reflect any sig-
nificant environmental change, includ-
ing any significant environmental 
change resulting from operational ex-
perience or a change in operations or 
proposed decommissioning activities. If 
the applicant is the U.S. Department of 
Energy, the environmental report may 
be in the form of either an environ-
mental impact statement or an envi-
ronmental assessment, as appropriate. 

(b) As required by paragraph (a) of 
this section, each applicant shall pre-
pare an environmental report for the 
following types of actions: 

(1) Issuance or renewal of a license or 
other form of permission for: 

(i) Possession and use of special nu-
clear material for processing and fuel 
fabrication, scrap recovery, or conver-
sion of uranium hexafluoride pursuant 
to part 70 of this chapter. 

(ii) Possession and use of source ma-
terial for uranium milling or produc-
tion of uranium hexafluoride pursuant 
to part 40 of this chapter. 

(iii) Storage of spent fuel in an inde-
pendent spent fuel storage installation 
(ISFSI) or the storage of spent fuel or 

high-level radio-active waste in a mon-
itored retrievable storage installation 
(MRS) pursuant to part 72 of this chap-
ter. 

(iv) Receipt and disposal of radio-
active waste from other persons pursu-
ant to part 61 of this chapter. 

(v) Processing of source material for 
extraction of rare earth and other met-
als. 

(vi) Use of radioactive tracers in field 
flood studies involving secondary and 
tertiary oil and gas recovery. 

(vii) Construction and operation of a 
uranium enrichment facility. 

(2) Issuance of an amendment that 
would authorize or result in (i) a sig-
nificant expansion of a site, (ii) a sig-
nificant change in the types of 
effluents, (iii) a significant increase in 
the amounts of effluents, (iv) a signifi-
cant increase in individual or cumu-
lative occupational radiation exposure, 
(v) a significant increase in the poten-
tial for or consequences from radio-
logical accidents, or (vi) a significant 
increase in spent fuel storage capacity, 
in a license or other form of permission 
to conduct an activity listed in para-
graph (b)(1) of this section. 

(3) Amendment of a license to au-
thorize the decommissioning of an 
independent spent fuel storage instal-
lation (ISFSI) or a monitored retriev-
able storage installation (MRS) pursu-
ant to part 72 of this chapter. 

(4) Issuance of a license amendment 
pursuant to part 61 of this chapter au-
thorizing (i) closure of a land disposal 
site, (ii) transfer of the license to the 
disposal site owner for the purpose of 
institutional control, or (iii) termi-
nation of the license at the end of the 
institutional control period. 

(5) Any other licensing action for 
which the Commission determines an 
Environmental Report is necessary. 

[49 FR 9381, Mar. 12, 1984, as amended at 53 
FR 31681, Aug. 19, 1988; 57 FR 18392, Apr. 30, 
1992; 58 FR 7737, Feb. 9, 1993; 62 FR 26732, May 
14, 1997; 68 FR 58811, Oct. 10, 2003] 

§ 51.61 Environmental report—inde-
pendent spent fuel storage installa-
tion (ISFSI) or monitored retriev-
able storage installation (MRS) li-
cense. 

Each applicant for issuance of a li-
cense for storage of spent fuel in an 
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10 CFR Ch. I (1–1–23 Edition) § 51.62 

independent spent fuel storage instal-
lation (ISFSI) or for the storage of 
spent fuel and high-level radioactive 
waste in a monitored retrievable stor-
age installation (MRS) pursuant to 
part 72 of this chapter shall submit 
with its application to: ATTN: Docu-
ment Control Desk, Director, Office of 
Nuclear Material Safety and Safe-
guards, a separate document entitled 
‘‘Applicant’s Environmental Report— 
ISFSI License’’ or ‘‘Applicant’s Envi-
ronmental Report—MRS License,’’ as 
appropriate. If the applicant is the U.S. 
Department of Energy, the environ-
mental report may be in the form of ei-
ther an environmental impact state-
ment or an environmental assessment, 
as appropriate. The environmental re-
port shall contain the information 
specified in § 51.45 and shall address the 
siting evaluation factors contained in 
subpart E of part 72 of this chapter. As 
stated in § 51.23, no discussion of the 
environmental impacts of the contin-
ued storage of spent fuel in an ISFSI is 
required in this report. 

[79 FR 56261, Sept. 19, 2014] 

§ 51.62 Environmental report—land 
disposal of radioactive waste li-
censed under 10 CFR part 61. 

(a) Each applicant for issuance of a 
license for land disposal of radioactive 
waste pursuant to part 61 of this chap-
ter shall submit with its application 
to: ATTN: Document Control Desk, Di-
rector of Nuclear Material Safety and 
Safeguards, a separate document, enti-
tled ‘‘Applicant’s Environmental Re-
port—License for Land Disposal of Ra-
dioactive Waste.’’ The environmental 
report and any supplement to the envi-
ronmental report may incorporate by 
reference information contained in the 
application or in any previous applica-
tion, statement or report filed with the 
Commission provided that such ref-
erences are clear and specific and that 
copies of the information so incor-
porated are available at the NRC Web 
site, http://www.nrc.gov, and/or at the 
NRC Public Document Room. 

(b) The environmental report shall 
contain the information specified in 
§ 51.45, shall address the applicant’s en-
vironmental monitoring program re-
quired by §§ 61.12(l), 61.53 and 61.59(b) of 
this chapter, and shall be as complete 

as possible in the light of information 
that is available at the time the envi-
ronmental report is submitted. 

(c) The applicant shall supplement 
the environmental report in a timely 
manner as necessary to permit the 
Commission to review, prior to 
issuance, amendment or renewal of a 
license, new information regarding the 
environmental impact of previously 
proposed activities, information re-
garding the environmental impact of 
any changes in previously proposed ac-
tivities, or any significant new infor-
mation regarding the environmental 
impact of closure activities and long- 
term performance of the disposal site. 

[49 FR 9381, Mar. 12, 1984, as amended at 53 
FR 43420, Oct. 27, 1988; 64 FR 48952, Sept. 9, 
1999; 68 FR 58811, Oct. 10, 2003] 

§ 51.66 Environmental report—number 
of copies; distribution. 

Each applicant for a license or other 
form of permission, or an amendment 
to or renewal of a license or other form 
of permission issued under parts 30, 32, 
33, 34, 35, 36, 39, 40, 61, 70, and/or 72 of 
this chapter, and covered by 
§§ 51.60(b)(1) through (6); or by §§ 51.61 or 
51.62 shall submit to the Director of 
Nuclear Material Safety and Safe-
guards an environmental report or any 
supplement to an environmental report 
in the manner specified in § 51.58(a). 
The applicant shall maintain the capa-
bility to generate additional copies of 
the environmental report or any sup-
plement to the environmental report 
for subsequent distribution to Federal, 
State, and local officials, and any af-
fected Indian Tribes in accordance with 
written instructions issued by the Di-
rector of Nuclear Material Safety and 
Safeguards. 

[72 FR 49514, Aug. 28, 2007] 

§ 51.67 Environmental information 
concerning geologic repositories. 

(a) In lieu of an environmental re-
port, the Department of Energy, as an 
applicant for a license or license 
amendment pursuant to part 60 or 63 of 
this chapter, shall submit to the Com-
mission any final environmental im-
pact statement which the Department 
prepares in connection with any geo-
logic repository developed under Sub-
title A of Title I, or under Title IV, of 
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