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To amend title 49, United States Code, to enhance the safety of pipeline
transportation, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

OCTOBER 6, 2025
Mr. Cruz (for himself, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. YOUNG, and Mr. PETERS) intro-
duced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation

FEBRUARY 11, 2026
Reported by Mr. CrUZ, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To amend title 49, United States Code, to enhance the

safety of pipeline transportation, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tiwves of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
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20 @ in prragraph (H—

21 A 11 sabparagraph H—
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) by striking “and™ at the end;
6} 1 sabparagraph (63—
end and msertine & semieolon; and
Dy by addine at the end the folowine:
DY $201.556-000 for fiseal year 2029 of
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D) by addine at the end the folowine:
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SEC. 102. OPERATIONAL EXPENSES OF THE PIPELINE AND
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SAFETY ADMINIS-
TRATION.
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eress a notfteation explainine the reasons for the dif-
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EHINE MAPPING SYSTEM:
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1 SEC. 207. ENEFORCEMENT PROCEDURES.

3 Hnited States Code; 18 amended—

4 (1) in subparagraph (Bj—

6 ends

8 setteoton at the ends and

10 “ti) to allow & reeiptent of a warnine
11 whder seetton 190205 of Hitle 495 Code of
12 Federal Regulations {or a sueeessor regula-
13 Hom); to disenss elatms made i the waren-
14 e with relevant staffs™s

15 t2) 1 subparagraph b by strikine “and” at
16 the end;

18 at the end and Hhsertne a semeolon; and

19 b by adding at the end the followine:

20 e for ervd petrdtes over 000006
22 spondent to regrest a formal hearine m aceord-
24 att achittsteative haw jadee; and
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22 SEC. 210. ASSESSMENT OF COMPOSITE MATERIALS.
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SEG: 211 EEEMENTS AND EVAEUATION OF STATE DAMAGE

PREVENTION PROGRAMS:.

Gi)y by adding at the end the fol-
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63 4 or moere Issue Aadvsis Feams:
pipehne safety stakeholders; shall establish a eov
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ernine Board shall be appointed for a term of

“e REarrorveMENT—A  member or
poitted wnder dlawse ) or G of paragraph
Forra total oF 3 termes,

A By avRaE—The Governtte Board
S the Sehisteator for o destetee
SHE o tepresentative of the pipeline
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establish; and appoint the members of; 1 or more
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) stbjeet to subparagraph (B); eonsist

of pipeline safety technient and subjeet matter
Feam shall—

Matager to ageregate and analyze pipehhe

VIS relatine to the isswes and topies anabyzed

Bt sebtt ttertad reports and pee-
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Ot
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duced by the VIS may not be obtained from the
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employees or contractors of a pipeline operator
relating to a probable violation under this ehap-
tion that is accepted; stored; manageds analyzed; or

“A 18 evtdenee of a ertminal violattons
1945 1955 or 199 of title 49; Code of Federal
“) is required to be reported to a State
“Hd5 8 developed or obtained frem &
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Jess of form or format: that—
A o oty diseloses; dissetttess o
mekes seaitable to the publie: or
D) Seetion 70012He) of title 46: Hnited States
(2} Seetion 60102 of title 49 United
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the foHowte:
reotthated eathertte hhes) 1 a rurad area
outstde & populated area destenated by the
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SEC. 214. INSPECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF RIGHTS-OF-
WAY.
to a pipehne rteht-ofoway; the Seeretary shall allow
foHovtne:
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mine—
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11 hne faetities;

12 {2) with respeet to any ineidents that have oe-
13 ettrred on the relevant pipehne faethttes; whether re-
14 drreed mowine hindered—

15 A& the ability of operators to identify a
16 risk that seas rehtted to the edents o

17 B} the ability for operators and emer-
18 oehey respotders to respond to an tretdent; and
19 3 whether the alternative methods of main-
21 o et 60108¢e) of
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1 SEC. 215. GEOLOGICAL HAZARDS.

6 wiied
9 seolostent hazards: ands
11 1IN GENERAL—Not fater than 2 vears alter

12 the date of ennetient of this Aet; the Admstreator

13 shall prepare a report that—

15 erttse  pipehte to move o be affected by ub-
18 B} evaluates any mdustey  eonsensss
19 standards or best practices relating to hazards
20 desertbed i subparagraph A

21 & evaluates existing Federal require-
23 opetattotts Hrtttettees o HrbeerHs Hhat pe-
24 late to mitieation of geologteal hazards; and
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NOEOGY—
of shuttine off eas oh a serviee hne of =
distribtation system to a dwelline or other
which a fire oriematine from & foreien senree
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eattses a hattral eas system to fath release; or
“ a fire shutoff valve; and
“fire shutoff valve’ means a spring-loaded phae
“ s made of a low-meltinepomt
btittdine connected to a serviee hne of =
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of Federal Reenlations for a stecessor regrlation)) whose

that seetion {for a stecessor reetdation) takes plaee ott-

SEG: 219: MAXIMUM ALELOWABLE OPERATING PRESSURE
RECORDS.

shall not reeire an owner or operator of a pipeline faethty

192-624 of title 49; Code of Federal Regnlations {or & sue-
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producine a repert econtainine recommendations on
eonfirm the material streneth of a nataral eas trans-
prrpeses of earrythe out paragraph (s the workine

tional research or analyses neeessary to dem-
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approprinte eommittees of Congress the repert pro-
the masimum allowable operatine pressure of & nat-

pipehne operators must eomply with masimum ol
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Seetion 6014305} of title 49; United States Code; is
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12 L ibine the Heability of the pipel
13 safety requirements to—
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N

15 Hres:
16 “Bt wHed other ons troahstrbsston pipe-
17 hres; and

19 SEC. 221. POTENTIAL IMPACT RADIUS.

21 i this seetion, the term “potentiad tmpaet radies” means
22 the aren within which the potentind failare of o pipeline
23 eould have sientfieant impact on persons or property; -
24 eluding injury or death.

25 h REvVEw AND HPbATE oF MBrHoPoRo6Y—
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Vew—

stbmttted to the Seeretary o Coneress by the
2 Rsbokyr—
propriate eommittees of Congress & report de-
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) the risk of sertous mjury or

LINES.
“appheable weather event” means a relevant weath-
tmpaet the safety of a natural eas pipehne faethity
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| ) a natural eas pipehne; and

4 by Revew Aab REPoRT—Not later than 1 year
6 shal—

7 H complete a review of the effeets of apphea-
10 a risk to safety divine and after the apphieable
11 weather event; and

12 23 sabmit to the approprinte committees of
13 Cottoress o report on the restbts of Hhat revtess

14 SEC. 223. ALDYL-A PIPELINES.

15 ) ASSESSMENT 6F ARDY—A PoryBrHyraNg Pre-
16 Fva—ot htter theh 5 vends after the dite of etnetient
17 of this Aet; each owner or operator of a egas distribation
19 of Mdyl—A polyethsdene:

20 b EeHrArroN—
21 H By aivird—The Seerebtes shal not re-

24 prirpose of the assesstrent vedttred tdet stthseeton
25 e

*S 2975 RS



70
thder—

[E—

States Coder or
B4 subseetion Gmdoor it ol seetton 60117

O o0 9 AN U B~ W

[ w—
e

12 tred by the owher or operttor as e polrethelene
13 pipine:

[—
S

States Codes s aretded by stetde Sof cast ot ahd brre
and
22 e oy oF Rk By DRsrristrtoy Berse-

[\ T NG T S S T = W ==
—_— O O o0 N O W
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and mains made of—

SEG: 224 IMPROVEMENTS TO PIPELINE SAFETY INFEGRIFY

MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS:
of sueh data or modeline i the mteerity management pro-
TITEE H—STREAMEINING
OVERSIGHT OF PIPELINES

ey Iy GENERAI—Seetion 106 of the PIRES Aet of
ed—
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D) A final rale regquired to be issued

and

seetion;  the  term  ‘outstandine  mandate
teats— atd sertie the folowthes
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‘outstandine mandate’ means a fimal rale desertbed
) 15 required to be issued by the See-
H paragraphs (b throush (33 of subseetion ay 18
19 updute the website as required nnder subseetton {hHs
21 wside an th-person briefine to the relevant comtmittees of

O o0 N N B W =

T e o
N N L B~ WY = O

23 seetton are met:
25 trator shal offer to provide o briefties by the Sredbiis-
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I teator o o desionec: to the relevant conmttees of Con-
3 = Rsrrterton oF Fevbs—H o veqtttetrent of
4 stbseetion thy 13 not met for over 99 days; no funds an-
5 therized or appropriated may be used to support travel
8 westigation of a pipehne or hazardous matertals metdent™=

10 H Bristrbvas—H the Seeretary does  not
11 complete a regquirement desertbed m paraegraph 2

15 sot ot Hie sttt of the peqriterett—

16 &S not later than ¥ days after the apphea-
17 ble deadline; and

18 By eversy 90 days thereafter until the See-
19 retary eompletes the reqtrements

20 23 REQUIREMENTS—A requirement referred
21 to th paraeraph ) s any of the followine:

22 &) The ralemakine reequired under seetion
23 60431 of title 49; United States Gode; re-
24 lating to tdled pipehnes:

*S 2975 RS
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B} The issuanee of & final rade ander see-
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X a m 14 AR Nl QA Ml ni mingy mia
o =rrl Bk of By rRaRvrED
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agreement of the Seeretary and a State authority
form of a memorandam of understandine; the See-

to earry out a risk-based integrated mspeetion pro-
Strt—
“AS shall be subjeet to the same proece-
found it thspeetions are addressed i oa
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ettt for State athotities to apple to enres ont o
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et feeetvthe ant appheation from o State oh-
ettty shaH—

Seeretary dentes an appheation sabmitted by &
Beation: and
establish & proeess to review the mmplementation
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of & risk-based integrated inspeetion program
by a State anthority-

“‘B, RIW‘ZII\S‘V I;EY lPs\lll\‘\(er"lE (YI\P'I*IE%I
). [ J _ L .
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for a State aunthority to earry out a riskbased

State anthorty—
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earry out a risk-based mtegrated ih-

“H a pertod of not less than
theritys a detated deseription of the
eeftrete; afd
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“B) FPERMENATION BY A STATE AHFHOR-
Speettonr program at any time by providing to
the Seeretary a notiee not later than 90 days

o Oeee—The tertr Setfrees et s pe-
2> Recton—"The term “regton” means & re-
paragraphs (B) and (&) of subseetion (b
the United States shall eonduet a stady to evaluate
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able to the pubhe t an eleetrontently necessible format a
cheing
1) the date of the mspeetion;
51 the + ot tiore States 1 swhich the thspeeted
SEG: 304 SENSE OF CONGRESS ON PHMSA ENGAGEMENT
PRIOR TO RULEMAKING ACTIVITIES.
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TITELE IV—IMPROVING SAFETY
OF EMERGING GASES

TATION.

& STEHPY—
A to eonduet a study of the safety; teeh-
5} to isste a report on the results of that
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2} CoNSHERATIONS—T1 condtretine the study

5 Sestenrs that wihze o hvdrosen eon-

{6} Safety rvisks;  any; of hydrogenmeth-
inchdine

bl

et
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th) 6AO Rerort—
General of the United States shall conduet a stady
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—
3 Eurepe;
Frited States shall constder systems that utthze =
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cents
tons {as i effeet on Oetober L 2025); or
States Codes o
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| SEC. 402. SAFETY OF CARBON DIOXIDE PIPELINES.

4 the date of enactment of this Aet; the Seeretary
5 shall prblish 1 the Federad Reetster a finad rode
11 superertteal states:

12 24 ReotriaHavrs—

13 A Iy 6BENERAE—ARY standard adepted
14 by the final rule required under paraeraph
15 sherh—

16 4 melnde appropriate requirements

18 plats to address any risks wmgte to ear-

19 bonr dioxide pipeline acerdents or meidents;
21 appheable to each operator of a pipehne fa-

24 stonr modehne to dentify hieh consequence
25 areas that eould be affeeted by a release
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fiiy clarify that carbon dioxide shel
not be used as a testing medinm for spike

bon dioxide pipeline acerdents or ineidents;
respotders oh reetest

Vamor disners 1l er sal |
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et
and leak reporting appropriate to any
Code:
agreement with & National Laboratory fas defined m

O o0 N N Bk W =

T e o T
N O B B~ WY = O

stthtt o the approprhtte cotrtittees of Cotoress o
23 make avatlable; on request; to relevant emereeney re-

N DN = =
- O O o
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TITEE V—IMPROVING EMER-
GENCGY RESPONSE AND
TRANSPARENGY
Few—

*S 2975 RS
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14
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25

to the effeets of a diuted bitumen spil; meluding
or an equivalent State offieral relevant response -
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the appropitate contittees of Conoress o report that s
ARDOUS LIQUID PIPELINE LEAK DETECTION:
pipehte seetor stakeholders; may estabhsh a center; to be
eated—
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the Great Lakes; and
propriations of the House of Representatives a re-
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4 {2) eonduet research mto the operational; eeco-
7 ke systems;

10 feak detecttor and

11 ) perform other duties; as determined by the
12 Seeretary; to mmprove lenk deteetion for hamardous
13 hetrrtd pipehnes:

17 H3H—

18 1 to provide for joint eperation of the Center
19 of Exeellenee; and

21 for the Center of IxeeHenee:

24 subseetion () the Center of Exeellence shall submit to

25 the apprepriate comtnttees of Coneress a report on the

*S 2975 RS
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volumes:
which an operator of a pipeline faetity (as defined 1 see-
tion for rehief under chapter 7 or 1 of title 15 United
atended—
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3} by addine ot the end the followine:
2025
a Pireeetor; who shal—

*S 2975 RS



O o0 N N W B W

| \O 2N \© R O R \O B O B N e e e e e T e e e e
A LW PO = O VWV 0 N O R WD = O

100

“( ﬁ ) I ’{}rlwilw{\ NP FENEAEFIONS 6F 1R oF-

FretbE—
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Sy prepuring; wnd muking peblicdy
wsteation and other Federal; State; loeal; or

Codes proviche mmedinte nottee to the Na-
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dent or nerdent met the defintion of eon-
to report an aecrdent or thetdent after eon-

Coteress o report that provides the findines of the
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2 each acerdent or merdent:
3 e PRy
4 6012201 of title 49; United States Code; 15 amended—
6 the end:
7
8
9

the end; and

13 minttes of a suspeeted release; and

14 “5  advanced ecoordination with State;
15 loeal; Tribal; and territortal eovernmental enti-
18 SEC. 507. PUBLIC ALERT NOTIFICATION SYSTEM FOR PIPE.-
19 LINE FACILITIES.

22 Federal Emereener Manaeement Aeeney; shall develop
25 and territortad covernmentad entittes to make use of exist-

*S 2975 RS
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aren th the event of a pipelte emereener—
Hrnited States Codes
TITEE VI—OTHER MATTERS

MENT; OR CONTRACTING ACTION WITH RE-
SPECT TO COVERED UNMANNED AIRCRAFT
SYSTEMS.
to covered unmanned airceraft systems
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e
Korea:
ezttehas

vy or
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eovernment of a eovered foreien eountry

1 eoperate a covered utated atreratt svs-

tem; or
2 enter ttor extetds of Pehes o eontrret—
termitted by the Seeretary of Fransportation) a
strietions under subseetion b) on a ease by ease basts by
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1 a deseription of the changes the Admints-
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“Bt o deseription of the ttarred abe-
ated
STRUCTURE SAFETY AND MODERNIZATION
GRANTS:
svstems in repaivine rehabilitatine or replacing pipeline
1 s owned by a commnity or metpatity
and

*S 2975 RS
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24 s not a for-profit entity
a desertption of the projects or aetivities propesed to be

O o0 9 AN U B~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

be used—

{2} to neqtire eqtpient for tse H a repate; re-
H-
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H Akbs 10 N sEveRR R —T e See-

to a stnele ehetble entity desertbed i subseetion )
subseetton ) for a fiseal year may be used by

& populatien of less than 50,000 restdents;
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eost of the project under subparagraph &Y to
not more than 80 pereent:
will be provided under this seetions the Seeretary shadt
Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on

O o0 9 AN U B~ W
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resentatives a written notiee that melades—

H a hst of all appheations reviewed by the
{2} & report that deseribes each projeet or aetre-
ity for which a erant will be provided under this see-

H Feavbive—

retary to earry out this seetion $75:000-000 for each

ahet
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1 B shall vot be devived from nser Tees eols
2 leeted under seetion 60301

3 SEC. 603. ISSUES AFFECTING FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED IN-
4 DIAN TRIBES.

9 chapter:

10 b dsbbes e —he e Hhdbrn bndt
12 seetion 4 of the Tndian Gaming Reoudatory Aet (25
13 s 2903

14 =y bpbey Frtis—Fhe e Shadber Fethes
15 has the eaning given the term it seetion 4 of the
17 Aet 25 E5 53040

19 656402 of Hithe 49; Frited Stetes Codes s ametded—

22 chertr Frethe—

23 £24 1 stbseetton (H—

24 ) 11 the matter preeeding paragraph (s
25 t the fiest sertenees by stetkte “and ah appro-
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respect to an affected Indinn Tribe; on affected
dhan land” before the period at the end:
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and
subprvasraph G by serting 0 ineluding Tribal
G PrAbERES—
2025, each operator of a distribution sys-
or the relevant State awthority with a eer-
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Fribe; & eopy of the emergeney response
of the PHRELINE Safety Aet of 2025
each operator of a distribuation system shall
evant State aunthortty with a eertifteation
days after the date of & stentfteant update;
as determinted by the Seeretarys to o plan
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make avatlable to the Seeretary or
=y w1 the ease of o phat or

20 o Prepeive Facrrrmes Hasarpotos #o HFE Ap
22 ode; 18 amended; i the seeond sentenee; by insertihe
23 “und a Tribad offietd from any affected Indinn TFribe”
24 after Tatteeted Joeal offieals™
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sertire “Not later than 4 vear after the date of en-
and
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SO H of side 49 Frrited Sttes Codes s aendeds
ed—
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H 1 sthseetion fHar by stethtie “and foend—

‘F “S "77'

SEC. 604. IDENTIFICATION OF AND JUSTIFICATION FOR
REDACTIONS.

H the Administration redaets any portion of a doen-

efte a speetfie statate anthorizine the withholdine of the

ey g —
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of this Aet; the Seeretary of Homeland Seenrity shalt prb-
lish i the Federal Reoister a final mde prrsaant to the
evberseettity of pipelines:
amended—
2) i each of paragraphs (1 threush 16)
inte the semieolon at the end of the paraoraph and
Hserting & period;

, N
eHATrY—
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“Seeretary; by stetkine < and? and serthe a pe-

“PBy
7 1 each of paragraphs (2 threwsh (5%

term freans-

28—

texct of whith comprises the term defined i the
prraeraphs
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TrirLE—This Act may be cited as the
“Pipeline Integrity, Protection, and Enhancement for
Leveraging Investments in the Nation’s Energy to assure
Safety Act of 20257 or the “PIPELINE Safety Act of
20257,

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for

this Act 1s as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Definitions.

TITLE I—REAUTHORIZATIONS

Sec. 101. Gas and hazardous liquid.

Sec. 102. Operational expenses of the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Admanistration.

Sec. 103. Other programs.

TITLE II—MODERNIZING PIPELINE SAFETY

Sec. 201. Inspection of in-service breakout tanks.

Sec. 202. Risk assessment obligations.

Sec. 203. Timely incorporation by reference.

Sec. 204. Report on updates to the National Pipeline Mapping System.
Sec. 205. Pipeline safety enhancement programs.

Sec. 206. Technical safety standards commattees.

Sec. 207. Enforcement procedures.

Sec. 208. Civil penalties.

Sec. 209. Improving whistleblower protections.

Sec. 210. Assessment of composite materials.

Sec. 211. Elements and evaluation of State damage prevention programs.
Sec. 212. Pipeline safety voluntary information-sharing system.

Sec. 213. Transporting gas.

W o
~ =
Lo o

Sec. 214. Inspection and management of rights-of-way.
Sec. 215. Geological hazards.

Sec. 216. Alternative technologies.

Sec. 217. Fire shutoff valves.

Sec. 218. Exemption from post-accident testing.

Sec. 219. Maximum allowable operating pressure records.
Sec. 220. Pipeline operating status.

Sec. 221. Potential impact radius.

Sec. 222. Effects of weather on natural gas pipelines.

*S 2975 RS
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Sec.
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Sec.
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Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
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23, Aldyl-A pipelines.
24. Improvements to pipeline safety integrity management programs.
25. Nonemergency waivers by the Secretary.

TITLE III—STREAMLINING OVERSIGHT OF PIPELINES

301. Regulatory updates.

302. State use of integrated inspections.

303. Optimizing pipeline safety inspections.

304. Sense of Congress on PHMSA engagement prior to rulemaking activi-
ties.

TITLE IV—IMPROVING SAFETY OF EMERGING GASES

401. Studies of hydrogen pipeline transportation.
402. Safety of carbon dioxide pipelines.
403. Reporting of blended products.

TITLE V—IMPROVING EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND TRANSPARENCY

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

501. Bitumen oil response plan review.

502. National Center of Excellence for Hazardous Liquid Pipeline Leak De-
tection.

503. Operator financial disclosure.

504. Data and transparency.

505. Office of Public Engagement.

506. Clarification of confirmed discovery.

507. Public alert notification system for pipeline facilities.

TITLE VI—OTHER MATTERS

601. Prohibition on PHMSA operation, procurement, or contracting action
with respect to covered unmanned avreraft systems.

602. Natural gas distribution pipeline infrastructure safety and moderniza-
tion grants.

603. Issues affecting federally recognized Indian Tribes.

604. Identification of and justification for redactions.

605. Fees for loan guarantees.

606. Improving pipeline cybersecurity.

607. Technical corrections.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) ADMINISTRATION.—The term “Administra-
tion” means the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials
Safety Administration.

(2)  ADMINISTRATOR.—The term  “Adminis-
trator” means the Admainistrator of the Administra-

tion.
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(3) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS.—
The term “appropriate committees of Congress”
means—

(A) the Commattee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representatives;
and

(C) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives.

(4) DOCUMENT PRODUCED TO ANOTHEER PER-
SON.—The term “document produced to another per-
son” means a document produced in response to a re-
quest under section 552 of title 5, United States Code
(commonly known as the Freedom of Information
Act), a submission to a Federal, State, or Tribal
court, information made available on a website, and
a document transmitted to Congress.

(5) SECRETARY.——The term “Secretary” means
the Secretary of Transportation.

TITLE I—REAUTHORIZATIONS
SEC. 101. GAS AND HAZARDOUS LIQUID.
Section 60125(a) of title 49, United States Code, 1s
amended—

(1) wn paragraph (1)—
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(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(1) wn the matter preceding clause (1),
by striking “$156,400,000 for fiscal year
20217 and inserting “$185,000,000 for fis-
cal year 2026”; and

(11) in  clause (1), by striking
“$63,000,000” and inserting “$83,250,0007;
(B) in subparagraph (B)—

(1) in the matter preceding clause (i),
by striking “$158,500,000 for fiscal year
20227 and inserting “$190,365,000 for fis-
cal year 20277; and

(11) i clause (11)—

(1) by striking “$66,000,000” and
mserting “$85,660,0007; and
(I1) by striking “and” at the end;
(C) in subparagraph (C)—

(1) in the matter preceding clause (i),
by striking “$162,700,000 for fiscal year
20237 and inserting “$195,886,000 for fis-
cal year 20287; and

(11) i clause (11)—

(1) by striking “$69,000,000” and

mserting “$88,150,0007; and
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(Il) by striking the period at the
end and wnserting a semicolon; and
(D) by adding at the end the following:
“(D) $201,556,000 for fiscal year 2029, of

which—

“(1) $9,000,000 shall be used to carry
out section 12 of the Pipeline Safety Im-
provement Act of 2002 (49 U.S.C. 60101
note; Public Law 107-355); and

“(11)  $90,700,000 shall be wused for
making grants; and

“(E) $207,412,000 for fiscal year 2030, of

which—

“(1) $9,000,000 shall be used to carry
out section 12 of the Pipeline Safety Im-
provement Act of 2002 (49 U.S.C. 60101
note; Public Law 107-355); and

“(1n)  $93,340,000 shall be wused for

Y ), }).
making grants.”;

(2) in paragraph (2)—

*S 2975 RS

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(1) in the matter preceding clause (i),
by striking “$27,000,000 for fiscal year
20217 and inserting “$30,000,000 for fiscal

year 20267; and
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(i1) in  clause (11), by striking
“$11,000,000” and inserting “$13,500,0007;
(B) in subparagraph (B)—

(1) in the matter preceding clause (i),
by striking “$27,650,000 for fiscal year
20227 and inserting “$31,000,000 for fiscal
year 20277 and

(11) i clause (10)—

(I) by striking “$12,000,000” and
mserting “$13,950,0007; and
(I1) by striking “and” at the end;
(C) in subparagraph (C)—

(1) in the matter preceding clause (i),
by striking “$28,700,000 for fiscal year
20237 and inserting “$32,000,000 for fiscal
year 2028”; and

(11) i clause (10)—

(I) by striking “$13,000,000” and
mserting “$14,400,0007; and
(I1) by striking the period at the
end and inserting a semicolon; and
(D) by adding at the end the following:
“(D) $33,000,000 for fiscal year 2029, of

which—
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1 “(1) $3,000,000 shall be used to carry
2 out section 12 of the Pipeline Safety Im-
3 provement Act of 2002 (49 U.S.C. 60101
4 note; Public Law 107-355); and

5 “(11) $14,850,000 shall be wused for
6 making grants; and

7 “(E) 34,000,000 for fiscal year 2030, of
8 which—

9 “(1) $3,000,000 shall be used to carry
10 out section 12 of the Pipeline Safety Im-
11 provement Act of 2002 (49 U.S.C. 60101
12 note; Public Law 107-355); and

13 “(1n) $15,300,000 shall be wused for
14 making grants.”; and

15 (3) in paragraph (3), by striking “$8,000,000 for
16 each of fiscal years 2021 through 2023 and inserting
17 “$7,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2026 through
18 20307,

19 SEC. 102. OPERATIONAL EXPENSES OF THE PIPELINE AND
20 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SAFETY ADMINIS-
21 TRATION.
22 There are authorized to be appropriated to the Sec-

23 vretary for the necessary operational expenses of the Admin-
24 astration—

25 (1) $33,000,000 for fiscal year 2026;
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(2) $34,000,000 for fiscal year 2027;
(3) $35,000,000 for fiscal year 2028;
(4) $36,000,000 for fiscal year 2029; and
(5) $37,000,000 for fiscal year 2030.
SEC. 103. OTHER PROGRAMS.

(a) HKMERGENCY RESPONSE — (GRANTS.—Section
60125(b)(2) of title 49, United States Code, 1s amended by
striking “$10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2021 through
2023 to carry out this subsection” and inserting “to carry
out this subsection $10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2026
through 2030™.

(b) PIPELINE SAFETY INFORMATION GRANTS TO COM-
MUNITIES.—RSection 60130 of title 49, United States Code,
18 amended—

(1) in subsection (¢)—

(A4) in paragraph (1), by striking “section
2(b) of the PIPES Act of 2016 (Public Law 114—
183; 130 Stat. 515), the Secretary shall use
$2,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2021 through
2023 to carry out this section.” and inserting the
Jollowing: “section 60125(a)(1), the Secretary
shall use to carry out this section—

“(A) $2,000,000 for fiscal year 2026;

“(B) $2,750,000 for fiscal year 2027;

“(C) $3,000,000 for fiscal year 2028;
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“(D) $3,250,000 for fiscal year 2029; and
“(E) $4,000,000 for fiscal year 2030.”; and
(B) in paragraph (2)—

(1) by striking “$1,000,000; and

(ir) by striking “section.” and insert-
ing the following: “section—
“(A) $1,000,000 for fiscal year 2026;
“(B) $1,250,000 for fiscal year 2027;
“(C) $1,500,000 for fiscal year 2028;
“(D) $1,750,000 for fiscal year 2029; and
“(E) $2,000,000 for fiscal year 2030.”;

(2) by redesignating subsection (d) as subsection
(e); and

(3) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing:

“(d) DEADLINES.—

“(1) NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY.—Not
later than 60 days after the date on which funds are
made available to carry out this section, the Secretary
shall publish a notice of funding opportunity for the
Junds.

“(2) ArPrPLICATIONS.—To be eligible to receive a
grant under this section, an eligible applicant shall

submit to the Secretary an application—

*S 2975 RS



O© o0 3 O WD B W N =

[\ T N© T NG T NS R NG I N e e T e T e T e T W =
A W N = O VWV o0 NN O W BN~ WD = ©

134

“(A) in such form and containing such in-
SJormation as the Secretary considers to be appro-
priate; and

“(B) by such date as the Secretary may es-
tablish, subject to the condition that the date
shall be not later than 60 days after the date on
which the Secretary publishes the notice of fund-

g opportunity under paragraph (1).

“(3) SELECTION.—Not later than 120 days after
the date on which the Secretary publishes the notice
of funding opportunity under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall announce the selection by the Secretary
of eligible applicants to receive grants in accordance
with this section.”.

(¢) DAMAGE  PREVENTION  PROGRAMS.—Section
60134(v) of title 49, United States Code, 1s amended by
striking “$1,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2021 through
2023. Such funds shall remain”™ and inserting “$3,000,000
for each of fiscal years 2026 through 2030, to remain’.

(d) PIPELINE INTEGRITY PROGRAM.—Section 12(f) of
the Pipeline Safety Improvement Act of 2002 (49 U.S.C.
60101 note; Public Law 107-355) is amended—

(1) by striking “$3,000,000” and inserting

“$2 500,000 and
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(2) by striking “the fiscal years 2021 through
20237 and inserting ‘fiscal years 2026 through
20307,

TITLE IT—MODERNIZING
PIPELINE SAFETY

SEC. 201. INSPECTION OF IN-SERVICE BREAKOUT TANKS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall revise part 195
of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, to allow for risk-
based inspections of in-service breakout tanks if the Sec-
retary finds such revisions maintain or enhance safety.

(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—In revising the regqulations
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall consider the Amer-
tcan Petrolewm Institute standard entitled “Tank Inspec-
tion, Repair, Alteration, and Reconstruction”™, dated No-
vember 2014, and numbered API Standard 653 (Fifth Edi-
tion) (or a successor standard).

(¢) REQUIREMENTS.—In revising the regqulations
under subsection (a), for any in-service breakout tanks that
would be internally inspected less frequently under the re-
vised regulations than required under part 195 of title 49,
Jode of Federal Regulations (as in effect on January 1,
2025), the Secretary shall require operators—

(1) to visually monitor the external conditions of

those tanks on a routine basis; and
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(2) to use a secondary containment system de-

signed to contain hazardous liquids in the event of a

leak.

(d) NOTIFICATION.—If the regulations promulgated
under subsection (a) differ from the American Petroleum
Institute standard referred to in subsection (b), the Sec-
retary shall submat to the appropriate commaittees of Con-
gress a notification explaining the reasons for the dif-
ferences not later than 60 days after the date on which the
requlations are published in the Federal Register.

SEC. 202. RISK ASSESSMENT OBLIGATIONS.

Section 60102(b)(4)(A) of title 49, United States Code,
18 amended—

(1) wn clause (1), by striking “and” at the end;

(2) in clause (i1), by striking the period at the
end and inserting ; and”; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(11) require that an officer or em-
ployee of the Department of Transportation
with expertise in  conducting risk assess-
ments or cost-benefit analyses for pipeline
Jacilities or other modes of transportation
attend any meeting in which a commaittee

described in clause (1) 1s serving as a peer
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review panel with respect to that risk as-

sessment information.”.

SEC. 203. TIMELY INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE.

Section 60102 of title 49, United States Code, 1is

amended by striking subsection (1) and inserting the fol-

lowing:

“(1) UPDATING STANDARDS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than once

every 5 years, the Secretary shall—

“(A) review each industry consensus stand-

ard—

*S 2975 RS

“(r) that has been adopted or incor-
porated, partially or wn full, as part of the
Federal pipeline safety regulatory program
under this chapter;

“(1n) that has been modified by a
standards development organization (as de-
Sfined in section 2(a) of the National Cooper-
ative Research and Production Act of 1993
(15 U.S.C. 4301(a))) since being adopted or
mcorporated; and

“(111) the modification of which has
been published by a standards development
organization (as defined in that section);

and
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“(B) update, as determined necessary by the

Secretary, the adoption or incorporation of each
mdustry consensus standard reviewed under sub-
paragraph (A).

“(2) LIST OF INDUSTRY STANDARDS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
maintain a publicly available list of all industry
standards considered for adoption or incorpora-
tion under this chapter, including—

“(1) the determination of the Secretary
with respect to each standard considered;
and

“(11) with respect to each standard not
adopted or incorporated n full, the rea-
soning for not adopting or incorporating
that standard wn full.

“(B) AVAILABILITY.—Not later than 30
days after initial completion and each revision
of the list under subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall publish the list on the public website of the
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Ad-
manistration.

“(3) CONSIDERATION OF INDUSTRY CONSENSUS

STANDARDS.—In prescribing new safety standards

under this chapter, the Secretary shall consider
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ting or incorporating industry consensus stand-

“(4) PUBLIC ACCESS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL—For all industry con-
sensus standards incorporated or partially incor-
porated under this chapter on or after the date
of enactment of the PIPELINE Safety Act of
2025, the Secretary shall publish on the public
website of the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials
Safety Administration the full text of the stand-
ard or a direct link to an external sowrce where
the full text is available to the public on «a
website to view at no cost for the duration of
time that the Secretary has the incorporation by
reference available for public comment.

“(B) ExXCEPTION.—If the full text of an in-
dustry consensus standard s not published on
the public website of the Pipeline and Hazardous

Materials Safety  Admainistration or available

Jfrom that website via a direct link to an external

source where the full text is available to the pub-
lic on a website to view at no cost for the dura-
tion of time that the Secretary has the incorpo-
ration by reference available for public comment,

then the Secretary shall not incorporate or par-
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twally incorporate under this chapter that indus-
try consensus standard by reference.

“(C) PREVIOUSLY INCORPORATED STAND-
ARDS.—For industry consensus standards incor-
porated or partially incorporated under this
chapter before the date of enactment of the
PIPELINE Safety Act of 2025 that are publicly
available on a public-facing website at no charge
to the public, the Secretary shall publish on the
public website of the Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Admanistration the full text of
the standard or a direct link to an external
source where the full text is available to the pub-
lic on a website.”.

SEC. 204. REPORT ON UPDATES TO THE NATIONAL PIPE-
LINE MAPPING SYSTEM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General of the
Unated States shall submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress a report on the management of the National
Pipeline Mapping System by the Administration.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report submitted under sub-

section (a) shall describe—
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(1) how and when the Administration updates
the high consequence area data contained wn the Na-
tional Pipeline Mapping System;

(2) what sources of scientific data are used for
those updates; and

(3) how those data are validated for accuracy.

(¢) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 2 years after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall initiate
a rulemaking to require that the information submatted
under section 60132(a) of title 49, United States Code, has
a spatial accuracy within a radius of 50 feet from the loca-
tion of the facility (+/— 50 feet).

SEC. 205. PIPELINE SAFETY ENHANCEMENT PROGRAMS.

Section 60142 of title 49, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subsection (c)(2), by striking 3 years
after the date of enactment of this section” and insert-
mg “5 years after the date of enactment of the PIPE-
LINE Safety Act of 20257;

(2) wn subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting “or
equal to” after “greater than”; and

(B) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting
the following:

“(2) DETERMINATION.—
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“(A) IN GENERAL.—To accomplish the pur-
pose of a testing program, the Secretary may
issue an order waiving compliance with any
part of an applicable standard preseribed under
this chapter if the condition described in para-
graph (1) is met, as determined by the Secretary.

“(B) LimitATION.—The Secretary shall not
require testing program applicants to use the
nonemergency wawver process, or to otherwise
meet the requirements of the nonemergency waiv-
er process, established under section
60118(¢)(1).”;

(3) by striking subsection (h) and inserting the

Jollowing:

“(h) AUTHORITY TO TERMINATE PROGRAM.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall vmme-
dvately terminate a testing program under subsection
(a) if continuation of the testing program would not
be consistent with the goals and objectives of this
chapter.

“(2) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 10 days
after the termination of a testing program under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall notify the relevant
pipeline operators of how they can address any defi-

ciencies identified by the Secretary.
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“(3) REINSTATEMENT.—If the Secretary deter-
mines that the deficiencies identified under para-
graph (2) are addressed, the Secretary shall reinstate
the testing program.”; and
(4) by adding at the end the following:

“(m) APPROVAL PROCESS.—Establishment of a testing
program under subsection (a) shall not be considered a
magjor Federal action (as defined in section 111 of the Na-
tional  Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.
4336¢e)) for purposes of that Act (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).”.
SEC. 206. TECHNICAL SAFETY STANDARDS COMMITTEES.

(a) NOTIFICATION 70 CONGRESS.—Section
60115(c)(2) of title 49, Unated States Code, 1is amended, in
the fifth sentence, by inserting “and notify the appropriate
committees of Congress (as defined in section 2 of the PIPE-
LINE Safety Act of 2025)” after “the Secretary shall pub-
lish the reasons™.

(b) FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS.—Section 60115(e) of
title 49, Unated States Code, is amended by striking “up
to 4 and inserting “27.

SEC. 207. ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES.

(a) IN GENERAL—Section 60117(b)(1) of title 49,

United States Code, is amended—

(1) wn subparagraph (B)—
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(A4) in clause (1), by striking “or” at the
end;

(B) wn clause (11), by adding “or” after the
semacolon at the end; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(111) to allow a recipient of a warning
under section 190.205 of title 49, Code of
Federal Regulations (or a successor regula-
tion), to discuss claims made in the warn-
g with relevant staff;”;

(2) in subparagraph (1), by striking “and” at
the end;

(3) wn subparagraph (J), by striking the period
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

“(K) for cunl penalties over $1,000,000, ad-
Justed each year for inflation, allow the respond-
ent to request a formal hearing in accordance
with section 554 of title 5, conducted by an ad-
munistrative law judge; and

“(L) provide a written response to a request
Jor the withdrawal or modification of a written

warning issued under this section.”.
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(b) HEARINGS.—Section 60117(b) of title 49, Unated
States Code, is amended by striking paragraph (2) and in-
serting the following:

“(2) HEARING REQUIREMENTS.—A  hearing
under this section shall—

“(A) be noticed to the public on the website
of the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration on its own page titled ‘Upcom-
g Enforcement Hearings’;

“(B) provide an orderly and timely process,
as determined by the Secretary;

“(C) wn the case of a formal hearing, be
open to the public.”.

(¢c) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall update the reg-
wlations preseribing protocols for all hearings under section
60117 of title 49, United States Code.

(d) APPLICATION.—Section 60117(b)(1)(K) of title 49,
Unated States Code (as added by subsection (a)(4)) shall
apply only to cwil penalties for violations that occur on
or after the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 208. CIVIL PENALTIES.
Section 60122(a)(1) of title 49, United States Code,

1s amended—
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(1) wn the first sentence, by striking “$200,000”
and inserting “$400,0007; and
(2) an  the third sentence, by  striking
“$2,000,000” and inserting “$4,000,000”.
SEC. 209. IMPROVING WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTIONS.
Section 60129 of title 49, United States Code, 1is
amended—
(1) wn subsection (a)(2)—
(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking “or”
at the end;
(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking “such

>

a person.” and inserting “a person described in
subparagraph (A); or”; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(C) an officer, employee, or agent of a per-
son described in subparagraph (A).”; and
(2) wn subsection (b)(3)(B)—

(A) in clause (i), by inserting “with inter-
est” after “back pay’; and

(B) i clause (111), by inserting “, including
compensation for any special damages sustained

as a result of the discrimination” after “compen-

satory damages to the complainant”.
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SEC. 210. ASSESSMENT OF COMPOSITE MATERIALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall gather and
assess any studies, data, standards, and approved applica-
tions available as of the date of enactment of this Act that
address the safety of composite materials to support the safe
transportation of—

(1) natural gas;

(2) hazardous liquids;

(3) new fuels, such as hydrogen and hydrogen
blended with natural gas; and

(4) new fluids, such as carbon dioxide.

(b) DEADLINE.—The assessment under subsection (a)
shall be completed not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this Act.

(¢c) REPORT.—Not later than 30 days after completing
the assessment under subsection (a), the Admainistrator shall
submit to the appropriate committees of Congress a report
describing the conclusions of the assessment.

(d) RULEMAKING.—

(1) IN GENERAL—If the Administrator con-

cludes, based on the assessment under subsection (a),

that composite materials provide, at a minvmum, an

equivalent level of safety as other pipelines under the

Jurisdiction of the Administration, the Administrator

shall promulgate regulations, not later than 1 year

after the date on which the report under subsection (c)
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18 submitted, that allow for the use of composite mate-
rials for the transportation of new fuels.
(2) INCORPORATION OF EXISTING STANDARDS.—
The regulations promulgated under paragraph (1)
may include adoption or incorporation by reference of
existing industry consensus standards.
SEC. 211. ELEMENTS AND EVALUATION OF STATE DAMAGE
PREVENTION PROGRAMS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 60134 of title 49, Unaited
States Code, is amended—
(1) wn subsection (b)—
(A) in the subsection heading, by inserting
“STATE” before “DAMAGE’;
(B) by redesignating paragraphs (1)
through (9) as subparagraphs (A) through (1),
respectively;
(C) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A) (as so redesignated), by striking “An” and
mserting the following:
“(1) IN GENERAL.—An"’;
(D) in paragraph (1) (as so designated)—
(1) by indenting subparagraphs (A)
through (1) appropriately; and
(11) by adding at the end the following:
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“tJ) A State ome-call program that in-

cludes, or is making substantial progress toward
mcluding, the omne-call leading practices de-
seribed in paragraph (2).”; and

(E) by adding at the end the following:

“(2) ONE-CALL LEADING PRACTICES.—The one-

call leading practices referred to in paragraph (1)(J)

are the following:

“(A) Restricting the size or scope of a one-
call ticket for standard locate requests (which
may nclude process exceptions for special large
project tickets).

“(B) Restricting the longevity of a one-call
ticket for standard locate requests (which may
mclude  process exceptions for special large
project tickets).

“(C) Specifying tolerance (soft-dig only)
zone horizontal dimensions.

“(D) Specifying tolerance zone require-
ments.

“(E) Specifying emergency excavation noti-
Jication requirements.

“(F) Specifying the responsibilities of exca-
vators, including the reporting of damages or

suspected damages.
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“(G) Defining who s an excavator and
what 1s considered excavation.

“(H) Requiring the use of white-lining.

“(I) Requiring a positive response before ex-
cavation begins, such as a wtility, municipality,
or other entity that places the relevant marks
positiwely responding to the notification center,
and the excavator checking for that positive re-
sponse before beginning excavation.

“(J) Requiring that newly installed under-
ground facilities be locatable with commercially
available technology.

“(K) Requiring the marking of sewer lines
and laterals.

“(L) Specifying the qualifications of, and
requirements for, those excavators performing
trenchless excavation activities that are not sub-
ject to pipeline construction requirements under
part 192 or 195 of title 49, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations (or successor requlations).”; and
(2) in subsection (¢)—

(A4) by striking “In” and inserting the fol-
lowing:

“(1) IN GENERAL.—In"’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:
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“(2) KEVALUATION CRITERIA—The evaluation
criteria used by the Secretary for determining the ef-
Jectiveness of a State damage prevention program
shall include consideration of whether the State, at a
minimum—

“(A) engages n effective, active, and mean-
mgful enforcement of State one-call laws, includ-
g the efficacy of fines and penalties;

“(B) requires reporting to the local one-call
center of excavation damage events that affect
pipelines and other underground facilities that
are not privately owned, including (to the extent
available at the time of the reporting)—

“(1) information about the nature of
the incident, including its apparent cause;

“(11) the organizations involved;

“(1ir) the impact to public safety, util-
ity operations, and customer service; and

“iv) the vmpact to the environment;
and

“(C) limits exemptions to State damage
prevention laws.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 60114(f) of

24 title 49, United States Code, is amended by striking “sec-

25 tion 60134(b)(7)” and inserting “section 60134(b)(1)(G)”.
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1 SEC. 212. PIPELINE SAFETY VOLUNTARY INFORMATION-

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

SHARING SYSTEM.

(a) IN GENERAL—Chapter 601 of title 49, United

States Code, 1is amended by adding at the end the following:

“§60144. Voluntary information-sharing system

“(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1)  ADMINISTRATOR.—The term  ‘Adminais-
trator’ means the Administrator of the Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration.

“(2) GOVERNING BOARD.—The term ‘Governing
Board™ means the governing board established under
subsection (d)(1).

“(3) ISSUE ANALYSIS TEAM.—The term ‘Issue
Analysis Team’ means an Issue Analysis Team estab-
lished under subsection (g)(1).

“(4) PROGRAM MANAGER.—The term ‘Program
Manager’ means the Program Manager described in
subsection (e).

“(5) THIRD-PARTY DATA MANAGER.—The term
“Third-Party Data Manager’ means the Third-Party
Data Manager appointed under subsection (f)(1).

“(6) VIS.—The term ‘VIS" means the voluntary
mformation-sharing system established wunder sub-
section (b)(1).

“(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—
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“(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this section, the Secretary
shall establish a confidential and nonpunitive vol-
untary iformation-sharing system to encourage the
sharing of pipeline safety data and information in
order to improve the safety of gas transmission pipe-

lines, gas distribution pipelines, liquefied natural gas

Jacilities, underground natural gas storage facilities,

and hazardous lLiquid pipelines.

“(2) REQUIREMENT.—The VIS shall be imple-
mented and managed in accordance with the report
entitled ‘Pipeline Safety Voluntary Information-Shar-
g System Recommendation Report’ prepared under
section 10 of the PIPES Act of 2016 (49 U.S.C.
60108 note; Public Law 114-183) by the Voluntary
Information Sharing System Working Group con-
vened under that section.

“(3) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the VIS shall be
to serve as a comprehensive and integrated system—

“(A) to gather, evaluate, and quantify crit-
weal pipeline safety data and information; and

“(B) to share recommended remediation
measures and lessons learned across the pipeline
mdustry i an efficient and confidential man-

ner.
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“(c) GOVERNANCE.—The VIS shall be governed, in ac-
cordance with this section, by the Governing Board, with
support from—

“(1) the Program Manager;

“(2) the Third-Party Data Manager; and

“(3) 1 or more Issue Analysis Teams.

“(d) GOVERNING BOARD.—

“(1) IN GENERAL—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this section, the Admin-
wstrator, after consulting with public, government,
and private pipeline safety stakeholders, shall estab-
lish a governing board for the VIS.

“(2) COMPOSITION.—

“(A) IN GENERAL—The Governing Board
shall be composed of 15 members who shall rep-
resent a balanced cross-section of pipeline safety
stakeholders, in accordance with subparagraphs
(B) and (C).

“(B) REPRESENTATION.—The Governing
Board shall be composed of the following mem-
bers:

“(0) 5 individuals selected from rel-
evant pipeline safety departments, agencies,
or wstrumentalities of the Federal Govern-

ment or State or territorial governments, 1
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of whom shall be the Administrator (or a
designee of the Administrator).

“(11) 5 andwiduals selected from the
gas or hazardous Liquid industries, such as
dwviduals representing or otherwise associ-
ated with—

“(1) operators;
“(II) trade associations;
“(I11) inspection technology, coatl-

g, or cathodic protection vendors;

“(1V) standards development or-
ganizations;

“(V) wresearch and development
consortia; or

“(VI) pipeline inspection organi-
zations.

“(iir) 5 indwiduals selected from gen-
eral public safety advocacy organizations
with relevant pipeline safety expertise, in-
cluding—

“(I) pipeline safety and environ-
mental public interest groups;

“(1I) public institutions of higher
education with pipeline safety exper-

tise; and
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“(I1I) nonprofit employee labor
organizations.

“(C) REQUIREMENTS.—

“(1) PIPELINE INDUSTRY.—At least 1
member of the Governing Board appointed
under subparagraph (B)(11) shall be a rep-
resentative of the pipeline industry.

“(11) PIPELINE SAFETY PUBLIC INTER-
EST GROUPS.—At least 1 member of the
Governing Board appointed under subpara-
graph (B)(111) shall be a representative of a
pipeline safety public interest group.

“(3) TERMS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Kuxcept as provided in
subparagraph (B), each member of the Governing
Board shall be appointed for a term of 3 years.

“(B) INITIAL MEMBERS.—In appointing the
matial members of the Governing Board, the Ad-
manistrator shall appoint members to terms of 1,
2, or 3 years to ensure that each year there-
after—

“(1) the terms of 5 members will ex-
pire; and

“(11) the term of not less than 1 and

not more than 2 members described n each
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of clauses (1) through (1) of paragraph
(2)(B) will expare.

“(C)  REAPPOINTMENT.—A  member  or

former member of the Governing Board ap-

pointed under clause (1) or (1) of paragraph

(2)(B) may be reappointed, but may only serve

for a total of 3 terms.

“(4) CO-CHAIRS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL—The Governing Board

shall be co-chaired by—

“(1) the Administrator (or a designee
of the Admanistrator);

“(1n) a representative of the pipeline
mdustry — appointed — under — paragraph
(2)(B)(i1), who shall be appointed co-chair
by the Admanistrator, with the advice and
consent of the Governing Board; and

“(111) a representative of a pipeline
safety public interest group, who shall be
appointed co-chair by the Administrator,
with the advice and consent of the Gov-
erning Board.

“(B) RESPONSIBILITIES OF (O-CHAIRS.—

The co-chairs shall be jointly responsible for or-
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ganizing and conducting meetings of the Gov-
erning Board.
“(5) AurHoriry—The Governing Board shall
have authority—

“(A4) to govern and provide strategic over-
sight of the VIS;

“(B) to develop governance documents, in-
cluding a charter for the Governing Board that
shall—

“(1) be made available to the public;
and
“(11) describe—
“(1) the scope of the authority of
the Governing Board; and
“(II) the objectives of the Gov-
erning Board;

“(C) to select and appoint the Third-Party
Data Manager in accordance with subsection (f);

“(D) to approve the criteria and procedures
governing how the Third-Party Data Manager
will receive and accept pipeline safety data and
mformation;

“(K) to establish, and appoint members of,
Issue Analysis Teams in accordance with sub-

section (g);
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“(F) to collaborate with Issue Analysis
Teams to identify issues and topics to be ana-
lyzed by the Issue Analysis Teams;

“(4) to collaborate with Issue Analysis
Teams to specify the type of pipeline safety data
and information necessary for the Issue Analysis
Teams to analyze the issues and topics identified
under subparagraph (F);

“(H) to determine the information to be dis-
seminated by the VIS;

“(I) to determine the reports to be dissemi-
nated by the VIS;

“(J) to issue, not less frequently than annu-
ally, publicly available reports on—

“(r) VIS processes;

“(11) the membership of the Governing
Board;

“(111) assues and topics being inves-
tigated and analyzed by Issue Analysis
Teams or the Governing Board,;

“liw) pipeline safety data and infor-
mation that the VIS has requested for sub-

mission to the VIS; and
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“(v) safety trends identified by the Ad-
manastrator, Issue Analysis Teams, or the

Governing Board; and

“(K) to perform such other functions that
the Governing Board determines are—

“(1) necessary or appropriate; and
“(11) consistent with the purpose of the
VIS described in subsection (b)(3).
“(6) DECISIONMAKING.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Decisions and approv-
als of the Governing Board shall be made by a
super-majority of the members, as described in
subparagraph (B).

“(B)  SUPERMAJORITY  DESCRIBED.—A
supermajority referred to in subparagraph (A)
shall consist of not fewer than—

“(1) /5 of the total members of the Gov-
erning Board; and
“(1n) 1 additional member of the Gov-
erning Board.
“(e) PROGRAM MANAGER.—
“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator (or a des-
wgnee of the Administrator) shall serve as the Pro-

gram Manager for the VIS.
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“(2) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Program Manager
shall provide the day-to-day program management
and administrative support for the VIS, including
oversight of the Third-Party Data Manager.

“(f) THIRD-PARTY DATA MANAGER.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Governing Board shall
appoint a Third-Party Data Manager to provide data
management and data oversight services for the VIS.

“(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Third-Party Data
Manager shall have expertise in data protection, ag-
gregation, and analytics.

“(3) RESPONSIBILITIES.—In carrying out the
services described wn paragraph (1), the Third-Party
Data Manager shall—

“(A) receive and secure pipeline safety data
and information submitted to the VIS;

“(B) accept pipeline safety data and infor-
mation submatted to the VIS that meets the cri-
teria and procedures approved by the Governing
Board under subsection (d)(5)(D);

“(C) de-identify, store, and manage pipeline
safety data and information that s accepted by

the VIS;
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“(D) collaborate with Issue Analysis Teams
to analyze and aggregate pipeline safety data
and information that is accepted by the VIS;

“(KE) prepare reports as requested by the
Governing Board regarding the type of pipeline
safety data and information that is managed by
the VIS; and

“(F) make recommendations to the Gov-
erning Board regarding the management of pipe-
line safety data and information by the VIS, as
appropriate.

“(g) ISSUE ANALYSIS TEAMS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL—The Governing Board shall
establish, and appoint the members of, 1 or more
Issue Analysis Teams as the Governing Board deter-
mines to be appropriate and relevant to the pipeline
safety work of the VIS.

“(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—An Issue Analysis Team
established under paragraph (1) shall—

“(A) subject to subparagraph (B), consist of
pipeline safety technical and subject matter ex-
perts; and

“(B) may include, as appropriate, rep-
resentatives from public safety advocacy organi-

zations described in subsection (d)(2)(B)(ii1).
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“(3)  RESPONSIBILITIES.—An  Issue  Analysis
Team shall—

“(A) work with the Third-Party Data Man-
ager to aggregate and analyze pipeline safety
data and information submaitted to the VIS re-
lating to the issues and topics analyzed by the
Issue Analysis Team; and

“(B) submit internal reports and rec-
ommendations to the Governing Board on those
1ssues and topics.

“(h) APPLICATION OF FACA.—Chapter 10 of title 5

(commonly referred to as the ‘Federal Advisory Committee

Act’) shall not apply to—

“(1) the VIS;

“(2) the Governing Board; or

“(3) any Issue Analysis Team.

“(1) PARTICIPATION IN THE VIS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The submission of data and
mformation to the VIS by any person shall be wvol-
untary, with no person compelled to participate in,
or to submit data or information to any person for
nclusion in, the VIS.

“(2) REQUIREMENT.—The VIS shall not accept

data or information relating to an operator if the op-
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erator has not authorized the submaission of that data
or information for inclusion in the VIS.

“(3) ENCOURAGING INFORMATION SHARING.—
The Governing Board shall encourage the voluntary
sharing of pipeline safety data and information
AMmong—

“(A) operators of gas transmission pipe-
lines, gas distribution pipelines, and hazardous
liquid pipelines;

“(B) employees of those operators;

“(C) labor unions representing those em-
ployees;

“(D) contractors of the operators described
m subparagraph (A);

“(E) in-line inspection service providers;

“(F) non-destructive evaluation experts;

“(G) the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials
Safety Administration; and

“(H) representatives of—

“(1) State pipeline safety agencies;

“(11) relevant Tribal agencies;

“(111) pipeline safety public interest
groups;

“tiw)  manufacturers of gas trans-

massion, gas distribution, and hazardous

*S 2975 RS



O© o0 3 O WD B W N e

O TN NG I N T NG N NG I NG R N e T e e T e T e e T
[ B NG O N N = = N R - BN B o) W ) B ~S O T NO S e

165
liquid pipeline anfrastructure and equip-
ment; and
“(v) relevant research and academaic
nstitutions.

“(4) LIMITATION ON INCLUSION OF DATA AND IN-
FORMATION IN THE VIS.—Pipeline safety data and
mformation accepted by the Third-Party Data Man-
ager for inclusion in the VIS wunder subsection
(1)(3)(B) shall be related to the issues and topics iden-
tified by the Governing Board for analysis by an
Issue Analysis Team under subsection (d)(5)(F).

“(5) TYPES OF DATA AND INFORMATION IN-
CLUDED IN THE VIS.—Pipeline safety data and infor-
mation accepted by the Third-Party Data Manager
Jor anclusion in the VIS under subsection (f)(3)(B)
may include—

“(A) pipeline integrity risk analysis infor-
mation;

“(B) lessons learned from accidents and
near Mmisses;

“(C) process improvements;

“(D) technology deployment practices;

“(E) anformation obtained through VIS
pipeline safety surveys of pipeline operator em-

ployees, subject to the condition that such surveys
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are voluntarily agreed to by the pipeline oper-

ator;

“(F) pipeline safety data and information
which may lead to the identification of pipeline
safety risks, as specified by the Governing Board;
and

“(4) any other relevant data or informa-
tion, as determined by the Governing Board.

“(j) CONFIDENTIALITY.—

“(1) IN GENERAL—To facilitate the sharing of
otherwise nonpublic pipeline safety data and infor-
mation with the VIS, the data and information ac-
cepted, stored, managed, analyzed, or produced by the
VIS—

“(A) shall be kept confidential by the VIS;
and

“(B) except as otherwise provided in this
section, 1s not subject to disclosure by the VIS
under any other law.

“(2)  PROHIBITION.—Kzxcept as provided in
paragraph (3), no person, including the Program
Manager, the Third-Party Data Manager, any mem-
ber of the Governing Board, and any member of an
Issue Analysis Team, and no Federal, State, local, or

Tribal agency having or oblaining access to nonpublic
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mformation accepted, analyzed, stored, managed, or
produced by the VIS may release or communicate
that nonpublic information from the VIS, either in
an identified or de-identified form, to any person who
does not have the authority to view VIS data.
“(3) EXCEPTION.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding para-
graphs (1) and (2) and subsections (k) and (1),
on approval by the Governing Board under sub-
paragraph (B), the Governing Board or the Ad-
manastrator may disclose de-identified nonpublic
mformation obtained by the VIS.

“(B) APPROVAL.—Approval to disclose de-
vdentified nonpublic information under subpara-
graph (A)—

“(1) shall be based on an analysis of
the de-identified nonpublic information;
and

“(11) may, n the sole discretion of the
Governing Board, consist of any safety
Sfindings or recommendations that the Gov-
erning Board determines to publish or au-
thorizes the Administrator to publish to im-

prove pipeline safety.
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“(C) PUBLIC REPORTS.—In issuing public
reports under subsection (d)(5)(J), the Governing

Board shall approve the disclosure of de-identi-

fied nonpublic information obtained by the VIS

that the Governing Board determines is nec-
essary to adequately describe and illustrate the
1ssues and topics being investigated and ana-
lyzed by Issue Analysis Teams or the Governing

Board.

“(4) SAVINGS PROVISION.—This subsection does
not apply to public information that may be sub-
mitted to the VIS.

“(k) APPLICABILITY OF FOIA.—

“(1) EXEMPTION.—Any nonpublic information
that s accepted, stored, managed, analyzed, or pro-
duced by the VIS and subsequently obtained by the
Secretary or the Admanistrator from the VIS is ex-
empt from the requirements of section 552 of title 5.

“(2) APPLICABILITY.—For purposes of para-
graph (1), this section shall be considered to be a stat-
ute described in section 552(b)(3)(B) of title 5.

“(1) ExcLUSION OF VIS INFORMATION IN LITIGATION

AND OTHER PROCEEDINGS.—

“(1) EXCLUDED EVIDENCE.—Except as provided
% %

m paragraph (3), any nonpublic information that is
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accepted, stored, managed, analyzed, or produced by
the VIS may not be obtained from the VIS—

“(A) for use as evidence for any purpose in
any Federal, State, local, Tribal, or private liti-
gation, including any action or proceeding; or

“(B) to wnitiate any enforcement action or
cil libwgation against a pipeline operator or the
employees or contractors of a pipeline operator
relating to a probable violation under this chap-
ter (including any regulation promulgated or
order issued under this chapter).

“(2) EXCLUSION FROM DISCOVERY.—Kxcepl as
provided in paragraph (3), any nonpublic informa-
tion that 1s accepted, stored, managed, analyzed, or
produced by the VIS shall not be subject to discovery
from the VIS in any Federal, State, local, Tribal, or
private litigation or other proceeding.

“(3) LIMITATIONS ON EXCLUSIONS.—The exclu-
sions described in paragraphs (1) and (2) shall not
apply to data or information that—

“(A) 1s evidence of a criminal violation;

“(B) 1is not related to the purpose of the VIS
described in subsection (b)(3);

“(C) 1s otherwise required to be reported to

the Secretary under part 190, 191 (including in-
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1 SJormation about an incident or accident), 192,
2 194, 195, or 199 of title 49, Code of Federal Reg-
3 ulations (or successor requlations);

4 “(D) s required to be reported to a State
5 authority under State pipeline safety laws; or

6 “(K) 1s developed or obtained from a source
7 other than the VIS, including through discovery
8 Sfrom a person or an entity other than the VIS
9 m an enforcement action or private litigation.
10 “(m) EFFECT ON DISCOVERY.—Except as provided in

11 subsection (1)(2), nothing in this section or any rule or reg-

12 ulation promulgated under this section—

13 “(1) creates a defense to a discovery request; or
14 “(2) otherwise limits or affects the discovery of
15 pipeline safety data and information arising from a
16 cause of action authorized under any other Federal,
17 State, or local law.

18 “(n) SAVINGS PrROVISION.—Nothing in this section af-

19 fects any Federal, State, or local pipeline safety law.

20 “lo) ANNUAL REPORTS.—FEach fiscal year, the Sec-
21 wretary shall submit to Congress, by the end of that fiscal
22 year, a report on the status of the VIS.

23 “(p) FUNDING.—
24 “(1) SUSTAINABLE FUNDING.—The Secretary
25 shall—
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“(A) explore sustainable funding sources for
the VIS, including public-private partnerships;
and

“(B) to the maximum extent practicable,
sustainably fund the VIS through the use of those
sustainable funding sources.

“(2) LIMITED ADDITIONAL FUNDING.—In addi-
tion to the fees collected under section 60301, the Sec-
retary may collect an additional $5,000,000 under
that section for each of fiscal years 2026 through 2030
to establish, tmplement, and manage the VIS.”.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—Section 60101(a) of title 49,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (17) through
(26) as paragraphs (18), (19), (20), (25), (26), (27),
(22), (23), (24), and (28), respectively, and moving
the paragraphs so as to appear in numerical order;

(2) by inserting after paragraph (16) the fol-
lowing:

“(17)  NONPUBLIC INFORMATION—The term
‘nonpublic information’ means any pipeline safety
data or information, regardless of form or format,
that—

“(A) a company does not disclose, dissemi-

nate, or make available to the public; or
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“(B) 1is not otherwise in the public do-
main.”’; and
(3) by inserting after paragraph (20) (as so re-
designated) the following:

“(21) PUBLIC INFORMATION.—The term ‘public

mformation” means any data or information, regard-
less of form or format, that—
“tA) a company discloses, disseminates, or
makes available to the public; or
“(B) 1is otherwise in the public domain.”.
(¢c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chapter
601 of title 49, United States Code, s amended by adding

at the end the following:

“60144. Voluntary information-sharing system.”.
(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—
(1) Section 70012(c) of title 46, United States
Code, s amended by striking “section 60101(a)(18)”
and inserting “section 60101(a)”.
(2) Section 60102(q)(1) of title 49, Unated States
Code, 1s amended, in the matter preceding subpara-
graph (A), by striking “subsection (a)(21)” and in-
serting “subsection (a)(26)”.
SEC. 213. TRANSPORTING GAS.
Section 60101(a)(26) of title 49, Unated States Code

(as redesignated by section 212(D)(1)), 1s amended—
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(1) by striking the paragraph designation and
all that follows through “(A) means™ in subparagraph
(A) and inserting the following:
“(26) TRANSPORTING GAS.—
“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘transporting
gas’ means’’;
(2) wn subparagraph (A)(iv), by striking “; but”
and nserting a period; and
(3) by striking subparagraph (B) and inserting
the following:
“(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘transporting
gas’ does not include—

“(1) gathering gas (except through reg-
ulated gathering lines) in a rural area out-
side a populated area designated by the Sec-
retary as a nonrural area; or

“(11) the movement of gas by the owner
or operator of a plant for use as a fuel, a
Jeedstock, or for any other purpose that di-
rectly supports plant operations through—

“(1) in-plant piping systems that
are located entirely on the grounds of

the plant; or
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1 “(II) transfer piping systems that
2 extend less than 1 maile in length out-
3 side the grounds of the plant.”.

4 SEC. 214. INSPECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF RIGHTS-OF-
5 WAY.

6 (a) INSPECTION OF RIGHTS-OF-WAY.—Section 60108
7 of title 49, United States Code, is amended by adding at
8 the end the following:

9 “(f) INSPECTION OF RIGHTS-OF-WAY.—

10 “(1) IN GENERAL—When requiring an operator
11 to inspect the surface conditions on or adjacent to a
12 pipeline right-of-way, the Secretary shall allow the
13 use of unmanned avrcraft systems and satellites.

14 “(2) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this sub-
15 section affects any obligation to operate an unmanned
16 avrcraft system in accordance with all relevant Fed-
17 eral laws relating to the use of unmanned aireraft
18 systems.”.

19 (b)  MANAGEMENT OF RIGHTS-OF-WAY.—Section
20 60108(a) of title 49, United States Code, is amended—

21 (1) wn paragraph (1), by striking “(1) Each”
22 and inserting the following:

23 “(1) IN GENERAL.—FEach”;

24 (2) in paragraph (2)—
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(A4) by striking “(2) If” and inserting the
Jollowing:

“(2) REVISION.—If";

(B) by ndenting subparagraphs (A)
through (E) appropriately; and

(C) in subparagraph (D), by indenting
clauses (1) through (i11) appropriately;

(3) in paragraph (3), by indenting the para-
graph, and each subparagraph within the paragraph,
appropriately; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

“(4) ALTERNATIVE METHODS OF MAINTAINING
RIGHTS-OF-WAY.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—As part of the review
conducted under paragraph (3), the Secretary
shall allow for an alternative method of main-
taining  rights-of-way  for pipelines and other
pipeline  facilities under a voluntary program
carried out by the operator if the Secretary de-
termanes that the alternative method—

“(1) achieves a level of safety at least
equal to the level of safety required by the
requlations promulgated wunder this chapter;

and
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“(11) allows for timely emergency re-
sponse.

“(B) PURPOSE.—An operator considering

mmplementing an alternative method described in

subparagraph (A) may consider incorporating

wmto the plan for implementing that method 1 or

more conservation practices, including—

*S 2975 RS

“(1) integrated vegetation management
practices, including reduced mowing;

“(11) the development of habitat and

Jorage for pollinators and other wildlife

through seeding or planting of diverse na-
twe forbs and grasses;

“(iir) practices relating to mainte-
nance strategies that promote early succes-
stonal vegetation or Limit disturbance dur-
g periods of highest use by target polli-
nator species and other wildlife on pipeline
or facility rights-of-way, including—

“(1) increasing mowing height;

“(II) reducing mowing frequency;
and

“(II1) refraiming from mowing

monarch and other pollinator habitat
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during periods in which monarchs or

other pollinators are present;

“(iw) an integrated vegetation manage-
ment plan that may include approaches
such as mechanical tree and brush removal
and targeted and judicious use of herbicides
and mowing to address incompatible or un-
desirable vegetation while promoting com-
patible and beneficial vegetation on pipeline
and facility rights-of-way;

“(v) planting or seeding of deeply root-
ed, regionally appropriate perennial grasses
and wildflowers, including milkweed, to en-
hance habitat;

“(v) removing shallow-rooted grasses
Jrom planting and seeding maxes, except for
use as nurse or cover c¢rops; and

“(v11) obtaining expert training or as-
sistance on wildlife- and pollinator-friendly
practices, including—

“(1) natwe plant vdentification;
“(II) establishment and manage-
ment of regionally appropriate native

plants;
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“(I11) land wmanagement prac-
tices; and
“(IV) antegrated vegetation man-
agement.
“(C) CONSULTATION.—

“(1) AVAILABLE GUIDANCE.—In devel-
oping alternative methods under this para-
graph, an operator shall consult any avail-
able guidance issued by—

“(I) the Secretary; or

“(Il) an applicable State agency
carrying out compliance activities on
behalf of the Secretary in accordance

with section 60105.

“(it)  LEADING  INDUSTRY  PRAC-
TICES.—In the absence of guidance de-
seribed in clause (1), an operator may con-
sult leading industry practices and guid-
ance to develop and rmplement alternative
methods under this paragraph.

“(D) REQUIREMENTS.—An operator using

an alternatiwe method under this paragraph

shall ensure that the alternative inspection plans

of the operator continue to ensure that the oper-

ator can vdentify risks to pipeline facilities.
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“(KE) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing wn this
paragraph exempts an operator from compliance
with any applicable requirements under this
chapter (including any regulations promulgated
under this chapter).”.

(¢) INSPECTOR GENERAL REVIEW.—5 years after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Inspector General of the
Department of Transportation shall initiate a review of a
representative sample of the inspection and maintenance
plans of operators that have utilized alternative methods of
maintaining rights-of-way under section 60108(a)(4) of
title 49, Unated States Code, to determine—

(1) whether reduced mowing has limited the abil-
ity of pipeline operators to assess risks to pipeline fa-
cilities;

(2) with respect to any incidents that have oc-
curred on the relevant pipeline facilities, whether re-
duced mowing hindered—

(A4) the ability of operators to identify «a
risk that was related to the incident; or

(B) the ability for operators and emergency
responders to respond to an incident; and

(3) whether the alternative methods of maintain-

g rights-of-way have impacted pipeline safety.
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(d) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Section 60108(e) of
title 49, United States Code, is amended, in the subsection
heading, by striking “IN GENERAL” and inserting “POST-
INSPECTION BRIEFING AND PRELIMINARY FINDINGS”.

SEC. 215. GEOLOGICAL HAZARDS.

(a) INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE PLANS.—Section
60108(a)(2)(D) of title 49, Unated States Code (as amended
by section 214(Db)(2)), s amended—

(1) wn clause (i), by striking “and” at the end;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(iw) matigation of threats posed by ge-
ological hazards; and”.

(b) GEOLOGICAL HAZARD MITIGATION REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Administrator
shall prepare a report that—

(A) identifies geological hazards that may
cause a pipeline to move or be affected by abnor-
mal external loads, including landslides, volcanic
activity, earthquakes, and scouring;

(B) evaluates any industry consensus stand-
ards or best practices relating to hazards de-

seribed in subparagraph (A);
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(C) evaluates existing Federal requirements
Jor pipeline facility design, construction, oper-
ations, maintenance, and integrity that relate to
mitigation of geological hazards; and

(D) makes recommendations to improve geo-
logical hazard matigation based on the findings
of the report.

(2) SUBMISSION.—On completion of the report

under paragraph (1), the Administrator shall submit

the report to the Secretary and the appropriate com-

mattees of Congress.

(¢) REGULATORY REVIEW.—Not later than 1 year
after completion of the report under subsection (b)(1), the
Secretary shall review, and may update, as appropriate,
existing requlations and policy guidance that addresses the

safety of gas, hazardous liguid, and carbon dioxide pipeline

Jacilities to include consideration of threats posed by geo-

logical hazards.
SEC. 216. ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGIES.

(a) REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS.—Not later than 2
years after the date of enactment of this Act, and every 5
years thereafter, the Administrator shall—

(1) 1ssue a request for proposals to identify po-
tential alternative technologies that, if used by opera-

tors, will meet the intent of an existing pipeline safe-
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ty requlation and provide an equal or greater level of
pipeline safety; and
(2) allow the public the opportunity to comment
on those proposals.
(b) REGULATIONS.—If the Secretary determines that
a technology that is commercially available would meet the
wmtent of an existing pipeline safety regulation and provide
an equal or greater level of pipeline safety, the Adminis-
trator may issue a notice of proposed rulemaking to update
the relevant requlations to allow operators to adopt the use
of such technology.
SEC. 217. FIRE SHUTOFF VALVES.
Section 60110 of title 49, United States Code, 1is
amended by adding at the end the following:
“(f) FIRE SHUTOFF VALVES OR KEQUIVALENT TECH-
NOLOGY.—
“(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:
“(A) EQUIVALENT TECHNOLOGY.—The term
‘ecquivalent  technology’ means any technology
that—
“(1) 1s not an excess flow valve; and
“(11) meets the performance standard
of shutting off gas on a service line of a dis-
tribution system to a dwelling or other

buwilding n the event of a fire.
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“(B) FIRE-FIRST IGNITION.—The term ‘fire-
Sfirst agnition” means an occurrence in which a
fire originating from a foreign source causes a
natural gas system to fail, release, or ignite.

“(C) FIRE SAFETY VALVE.—The term ‘fire
safety valve’ means—

“(1) a fire shutoff valve; and
“(11) any equivalent technology.

“(D) FIRE SHUTOFF VALVE.—The term ‘fire
shutoff valve” means a spring-loaded plug that is
held wn place by a fusible link that—

“(1) 1s made of a low-melting-point
alloy;

“(1n) 1s attached to a gas source; and

“(111) melts when exposed to fire, caus-

g the spring-loaded plug to close, shutting

off the gas to a dwelling or other building

connected to a service line of a distribution
system.
“12) STUDY.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this subsection, the
Secretary shall complete a study on the effective-
ness of fire safety valves in order to determine

the ability of firve safety valves to vmprove public
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safety through mitigation of secondary ignitions,
such as fire-first ignitions.
“(B) REQUIREMENTS.—The study under
subparagraph (A) shall evaluate—

“(1) various scenarios and applications
Jfor deploying fire safety valves;

“(11) the current incidence of fire-first
wnition of natwral gas distribution pipe-
lines;

“(111) anticipated reduction of fire-first
wgnition risk under various fire safety valve
deployment scenarios, imcluding—

“(1) lowering the likelthood of gas
wgnation; and

“(II) lowering the impact and
damage of fire-first ignition incidents;

“(iw) the long-term durability, con-
struction, and effectiveness of fire safety
valves; and

“(v) the commercial availability of fire
safety valves for the pipeline industry.

“(3) RULEMAKING.—After completing the study
described in paragraph (2), the Secretary may pre-
seribe  risk-based  standards on  the circumstances

under which an operator of a natural gas distribution
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system shall be required to install fire shutoff valves

or equivalent technologies in the system.”.

SEC. 218. EXEMPTION FROM POST-ACCIDENT TESTING.

Not later than 2 years after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary, in consultation with the Secretary
of Health and Human Services, shall update the requlations
of the Administration to provide that a covered employee
(as defined in section 199.3 of title 49, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations (or a successor requlation)) whose previous per-
Sformance of a covered function (as defined in that section
(or a successor requlation)) takes place outside of the time
Sframe during which the use of prohibited drugs or alcohol
can be detected by post-accident testing under section
199.105(D) or 199.225(a), as applicable, of that title (or suc-
cessor requlations)) is exempt from such post-accident test-
my.

SEC. 219. MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE OPERATING PRESSURE
RECORDS.

(a) PREVIOUSLY TESTED TRANSMISSION LINES.—
Untal the report required under subsection (b)(1) and the
rulemaking requived under subsection (c¢) (if determined
necessary by the Secretary) are completed, the Secretary
shall not require an owner or operator of a pipeline facility
to reconfirm the maximum allowable operating pressure of

a natural gas transmassion pipeline pursuant to section
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192.624 of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations (or a suc-

cessor requlation), if the owner or operator confirms the ma-
terial strength of the pipeline through prior testing con-
ducted to a sufficient minimum pressure in accordance with
prevailing safety standards and practices, including any
applicable class location factors, and documented in con-
temporaneous records.

(b) WORKING GROUP REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall direct the
existing maximum allowable operating pressure work-
g group of the Administration (referred to in this
subsection as the “working group”) to continue pro-
ducing a report contaiming recommendations on the
contemporaneous records that are sufficient to con-
firm the material strength of a natural gas trans-
misston pipeline through prior testing.

(2) COMPOSITION OF WORKING GROUP.—For
purposes of carrying out paragraph (1), the working
group shall be composed of the members representing
the same stakeholders of the working group as of Jan-
wary 1, 2025.

(3) CONSIDERATIONS.—In preparing the report
required under paragraph (1), the working group—

(A) shall consider historical practices and

all available research conducted regarding min-
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vmum pressure and contemporaneous records on

transmission pipelines;

(B) may consider the need for any addi-
twonal research or analyses necessary to dem-
onstrate the adequacy of any strength testing
performed; and

(C) shall consider the investigation, report,
and recommendations of the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board following the San Bruno
pipeline explosion.

(4) SUBMISSION OF REPORT.—Not later than
180 days after the date of enactment of this Act, the
working group shall submit to the Secretary and the
appropriate committees of Congress the report pro-
duced under paragraph (1), including any minority
vIews.

(¢) RULEMAKING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after re-
cerving the report described in subsection (b)(1), if the
Secretary determines necessary, the Secretary, after
providing notice and opportunity for comment, shall
promulgate standards revising the requirements ad-
dressing the records mecessary to confirm the max-
mmum allowable operating pressure of a natural gas

transmaission pipeline segment.
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(2) LIMITATIONS.—The rulemaking under para-

graph (1) shall not delay the date by which pipeline

operators must comply with maximum allowable op-
erating pressure reconfirmation regulations with re-
spect to thewr natural gas transmission pipeline seg-
ments under section 192.624 of title 49, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (as in effect on the date of enactment
of this Act).

220. PIPELINE OPERATING STATUS.

Section 60143(b) of title 49, United States Code, 1is

amended by striking paragraph (1) and inserting the fol-

lowing:

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of enactment of the PIPELINE Safety Act
of 2025, the Secretary shall promulgate requlations
prescribing the applicability of the pipeline safety re-
quirements to—

“(A) idled natural gas transmaission pipe-
lines;

“(B) idled other gas transmaission pipelines;
and

“(C) wdled hazardous liquid pipelines.”.

SEC. 221. POTENTIAL IMPACT RADIUS.

(a) DEFINITION OF POTENTIAL IMPACT RADIUS.—In

25 this section, the term “potential 1mpact radius” means the
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1 area within which the potential failure of a pipeline could

2 have significant impact on persons or property, including

3 angury or death.

4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

(b) REVIEW OF METHODOLOGY.—

(1) REVIEW.—Not later than 3 years after the

date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall re-

view—

(A) the methodology, including any for-
mulas, used by the Administration to determine
a potential vmpact radius for onshore gas trans-
mission pipelines; and

(B) any applicable recommendations, in-
cluding any pipeline safety recommendations
submitted to the Secretary or Congress by the
National Transportation Safety Board or the
Government Accountability Office.

(2) REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after completion of the review wunder paragraph
(1), the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate commattees of Congress a report detailing
the findings of the review.

(B) REQUIREMENT.—The report under sub-

paragraph (A) shall evaluate whether the meth-
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odology reviewed under paragraph (1)(A) ac-

counts for—

(1) available huwman response data;

(i1) accident data relating to recent
pipeline incidents since January 1, 2000;

(111) the risk of serious injury or death,
or property damage, from a pipeline inci-
dent; and

(iv) the unique characteristics of the
types of gas being transported.

(¢) INVESTIGATION REPORTS.—Beginning not later
than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act, any
Pipeline Failure Investigation reports prepared by the Ac-
cident Investigation Division of the Administration for ac-
cidents 1nvolving onshore gas transmission pipelines shall
vdentify the location and distance from the pipeline of dam-
age, mcluding imjuries and property damage, outside of the
potential impact radius determined for the pipeline.

SEC. 222. EFFECTS OF WEATHER ON NATURAL GAS PIPE-
LINES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPLICABLE WEATHER EVENT—The term

“applicable weather event” means—

(A) a relevant weather-related event de-

seribed in the definition of the term “major dis-
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1 aster” an section 102 of the Robert T. Stafford
2 Disaster Relief and Ewmergency Assistance Act
3 (42 U.S.C. 5122) that has the potential to vm-
4 pact the safety of a natural gas pipeline facility;
5 (B) the February 2021 winter storm known
6 as “Winter Storm Uri”’; and
7 (C) the December 2022 winter storm known
8 as “Winter Storm Elliott”.
9 (2) NATURAL GAS PIPELINE FACILITY.—The
10 term “natural gas pipeline facility” means—
11 (A) a natural gas pipeline; and
12 (B) any related pipeline facility, equip-
13 ment, or infrastructure.
14 (b) REVIEW AND REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
15 the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall—
16 (1) complete a review of the effects of applicable
17 weather events on natural gas pipeline facilities to de-
18 termine whether applicable weather events pose a risk
19 to safety during and after the applicable weather
20 event; and
21 (2) submit to the appropriate committees of Con-
22 gress a report on the results of that review.
23 (¢) DISTRIBUTION INTEGRITY MANAGEMENT PLANS.—

24 Not later than 90 days after the date on which the report

25 wunder subsection (b)(2) is submitted, the Secretary shall re-
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view the dastribution integrity management plans relating
to pipelines that are at increased risk of applicable weather
events to ensure that the owners and operators of those pipe-
lines are mitigating the effects of applicable weather events
to ensure public safety.
SEC. 223. ALDYL-A PIPELINES.

(a) ASSESSMENT OF ALDYIL—A POLYETHYLENE PIP-
ING.—Not later than 3 years after the date of enactment
of this Act, each owner or operator of a gas distribution
pipeline facility shall assess its system for the presence of
Aldyl-A polyethylene.

(b) LIMITATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall not re-
quire owners and operators of gas distribution pipe-
line facilities to conduct excavation activities for the
purpose of the assessment required under subsection
(a).

(2) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this sub-
section affects the authority of the Secretary under—

(A) section 60112 of title 49, United States

Code; or

(B) subsection (m) or (p) of section 60117
of that title.

(¢c) REPORTING.—Not later than 3 years after the date

of enactment of this Act, each owner or operator of a pipe-
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line facility described in subsection (a) shall submit to the
Secretary the estimated total pipeline mileage identified by
the owner or operator as Aldyl-A polyethylene piping.

(d) STATE PIPELINE SAFETY PROGRAM CERTIFI-
JATIONS.—Section 60105(b)(9)(A) of title 49, United States
Code, s amended by striking “of cast vron and bare steel
pipelines™ and inserting the following: “of—

“(1) cast 1ron and bare steel pipelines;
and

“(11) pipelines constructed of historic
plastics with known safety issues”.

(¢) EVALUATION OF RISK IN DISTRIBUTION INTEGRITY
MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS.—Section 60109(e)(7)(4)(1) of
title 49, United States Code, is amended by striking “pres-
ence of cast vron pipes and mains i the distribution sys-
tem; and” and inserting the following: “presence, in the dis-
tribution system, of pipes and mains made of—

“(I) cast vron;

“(II) unprotected steel;

“(I1I) wrought iron; or

“(IV) historic plastics with known

safety issues; and’.
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SEC. 224. IMPROVEMENTS TO PIPELINE SAFETY INTEGRITY

MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS.

The Secretary shall conduct research into the use of
quantitative data and modeling to assess whether the use
of such data or modeling in the integrity management pro-
grams of operators would vmprove the estimation of costs
and benefits of risk reduction measures.

SEC. 225. NONEMERGENCY WAIVERS BY THE SECRETARY.

Section 60118(c) of title 49, United States Code, 1is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A4) in subparagraph (A), by striking “not
wmconsistent” and inserting “consistent’;

(B) in subparagraph (B), by inserting “and
comment” after “only after notice”; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(C) ACTION ON APPLICATION.—Not later
than 180 days after recewving an application for
a wawer under this paragraph, the Secretary
shall—

“(1) complete any applicable review re-
lating to the application and act on the ap-
plication by—

“(1) issuing an order granting the
waiver; or
“(II) denying the application; or
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“(11) inform the applicant that addi-
tronal time 1s needed to review the applica-
tion, including by providing notifications of
the need for additional time at least once
every 180 days until the wawver is granted
or the application is denied.”; and

(2) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting the
Jollowing:

“(3) STATEMENT OF REASONS.—The Secretary
shall state wm an order issued wnder this subsection
that is publicly posted on the website of the Pipeline
and Hazardous Materials Safety Admanistration the

reasons for granting or denying the warver.”.

TITLE III—STREAMLINING
OVERSIGHT OF PIPELINES
SEC. 301. REGULATORY UPDATES.
(a) IN GENERAL—Section 106 of the PIPES Act of
2020 (Public Law 116-260; 134 Stat. 2220) is amended—
(1) in subsection (a)—
(A) i paragraph (1)—
(1) by striking “a final” and inserting
“A final”; and
(1r) by striking “that has not been pub-
lished in the Federal Register;” and insert-

mg a period;
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(B) in paragraph (2)—

(1) by striking “a final” and inserting

“A final”; and

(11) by striking “that has not been pub-
lished in the Federal Register; and™ and in-
serting a period;

(C) in paragraph (3)—

(1) by striking “any other” and insert-

g “Any other”; and

(11) by striking “that has not been pub-
lished in the Federal Register”;

(D) by redesignating paragraphs (1)
through (3) as subparagraphs (A) through (C),
respectively, and indenting appropriately;

(E) by adding at the end the following:

“(D) A final rule required to be issued
under the PIPELINE Safety Act of 2025.7; and

(F) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A) (as so redesignated), by striking “In this sec-
tion, the term ‘outstanding mandate’ means—"
and inserting the following:

“(1) IN GENERAL—In this section, the term

‘outstanding mandate’ means a final rule described in

paragraph (2) that—
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“(A) s required to be issued by the Sec-
retary (including any subordinate of the Sec-
retary); and
“(B) has not been published in the Federal
Register.
“(2) FINAL RULE DESCRIBED.—A final rule re-
ferred to wn paragraph (1) is any of the following:”;
(2) i subsection (D)(1), by striking “‘referred to

m paragraphs (1) through (3) of subsection (a) is

published in the Federal Register” and inserting “de-

scribed in subsection (a)(2) is published in the Fed-
eral Register with respect to the applicable out-
standing mandate”; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(d) REQUIRED BRIEFING.—If the Secretary fails to
update the website as required under subsection (b)(1), an
appropriate employee of the Administration shall provide
an in-person briefing to the relevant commaittees of Congress
every 30 days until the requirements of that subsection are
met.

“(e) OPTIONAL BRIEFING.—Annually, the Adminis-
trator shall offer to provide a briefing, by the Administrator
or a designee, to the relevant committees of Congress on the

status of outstanding mandates.
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“(f) RESTRICTION OF FUNDS.—If a requirement of
subsection (D) is not met for over 90 days, no funds author-
wzed or appropriated may be used to support travel for the
Adminastrator or the Deputy Administrator of the Admin-
istration, unless necessary for the response to or investiga-
tion of a pipeline or hazardous materials incident.”.

(b) DEADLINE NONCOMPLIANCE.—

(1) BRIEFINGS.—If the Secretary does not com-
plete a requirement described in paragraph (2) by the
deadline established by statute for the completion of
that requirement, the Admainistrator shall brief the
appropriate committees of Congress in person on the
status of the requirement—

(A) not later than 7 days after the applica-
ble deadline; and

(B) every 90 days thereafter until the Sec-
retary completes the requirement.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—A requirement referred to
m paragraph (1) s any of the following:

(A) The rulemaking requived under section

60143(b)(1) of title 49, United States Code, re-

lating to idled pipelines.

(B) The issuance of a final rule with respect
to the regulations required under section

60102(q)(1) of title 49, United States Code, re-
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[E—

lating to gas pipeline leak detection and repair
Programs.
SEC. 302. STATE USE OF INTEGRATED INSPECTIONS.
Section 60105 of title 49, United States Code, 1is
amended by adding at the end the following:
“(g) STATE USE OF INTEGRATED INSPECTIONS.—
“(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

“(A) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

O o0 9 AN U B~ W

GRESS.—The term ‘appropriate committees of

10 Congress’ has the meaning given the term in sec-
11 tion 2 of the PIPELINE Safety Act of 2025.

12 “(B) INSPECTOR GENERAL.—The term ‘In-
13 spector General’” means the Inspector General of
14 the Department of Transportation.

15 “(C) RISK-BASED INTEGRATED INSPECTION
16 PROGRAM.—The term ‘risk-based integrated in-
17 spection program’ means an inspection program
18 that uses risk information and data to focus in-
19 spection resources on pipeline facilities and regu-
20 latory requirements that have the highest pri-
21 ority during an inspection.

22 “(2) AUTHORIZATION.—Subject to all other ap-
23 plicable provisions of this section, with the written
24 agreement of the Secretary and a State authority cer-
25 tified under this section, which may be i the form
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of a memorandum of understanding, the Secretary
may authorize, and the State authority may carry
out, a risk-based integrated inspection program.

“(3) PROCEDURAL AND SUBSTANTIVE REQUIRE-
MENTS.—A  State authority that is authorized to
carry out a nrisk-based integrated inspection pro-
gram—

“(A) shall be subject to the same procedural
and substantive requirements that would apply
iof the Secretary were carrying out the program;
and

“(B) shall ensure—

“(1) that no pipeline system goes with-
out inspection for more than 5 years; and
“(1n) that wunsatisfactory conditions

Jound in anspections are addressed in a

timely manner.

“(4) APPLICATION AND CRITERIA.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Secretary shall establish procedures and
criteria for State authorities to apply to carry out a
risk-based integrated inspection program pursuant to
this subsection.

“(5) EVALUATION TIMELINE.—
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“(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after receiving an application from a State au-
thority to carry out a risk-based integrated in-
spection program under this subsection, the Sec-
retary shall—

“(1) review the application; and
“(11) approve or deny the application.

“(B) EXPLANATION OF DENIAL.—If the Sec-
retary denies an application submitted by a
State authority under this subsection, the Sec-
retary shall provide an explanation to the State
authority of—

“(1) why the Secretary denied the ap-
plication; and
“(11) changes that the State authority
could make to the application that would
result in the Secretary approving the appli-
cation.
“(6) REVIEW OF PROGRAMS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a process to review the implementation of
a risk-based integrated inspection program by a
State authority.

“(B) REVIEW BY INSPECTOR GENERAL.—
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“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector Gen-

eral shall—

“(I) review each risk-based inte-
grated inspection program authorized
by the Secretary under this subsection
not later than 3 years after the date on
which the relevant application s ap-
proved to determine whether the pro-
gram meets the needs of pipeline safe-
ty; and

“(11) submit to the Secretary and
the appropriate committees of Congress
a report on that review.

“(11) REQUIREMENT.—If the Inspector
General determines that a risk-based inte-
grated inspection program 1s not adequate
and should be termanated, the Inspector
General shall notify the Secretary and the

appropriate committees of Congress.

“(7) TERMINATION.—

“(A) TERMINATION BY THE SECRETARY.—

The Secretary may terminate an authorization

Jor a State authority to carry out a risk-based

mtegrated inspection program if—
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“(1) the Secretary determines that the

State authority is not adequately carrying
out the program;

“(11) the Secretary provides to the
State authority—

“(I) a notification of the intent of
the Secretary to terminate the author-
wzation for the State authority to carry
out a risk-based integrated inspection
Program;

“(II) a period of not less than 120
days to take such corrective action as
the Secretary determines to be nec-
essary to comply with the requirements
of thas section; and

“(I11) on request of the State au-
thority, a detailed description of the
aspects of the program that are inad-
equate; and
“(1iv) the State authority, after the no-

tification described in clause (11)(I), fails to
take satisfactory corrective action in accord-
ance with clause (11)(1l) before the expira-
tion of the period provided wunder that

clause.
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“(B) TERMINATION BY A STATE AUTHOR-
11y.—A State authority may terminate its au-
thority to carry out a risk-bDased integrated in-
spection program at any tivme by providing to
the Secretary a notice not later than 90 days be-

Jore the date of termination.”.

SEC. 303. OPTIMIZING PIPELINE SAFETY INSPECTIONS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) OFFICE.—The term “office” means a re-
gronal office, district office, and any other office of the
Admanistration serving a particular region.

(2) REGION.—The term “region” means a region
Jor which a regional office of the Administration has
been established.

(3) STATE PARTNERS.—The term “State part-
ners” means the State authorities described in sub-
paragraphs (B) and (C) of subsection (b)(1).

(b) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General of
the United States shall conduct a study to evaluate
enforcement actions and the inspection scheduling
and coordination practices and procedures used by—

(A) the Adminaistration;
(B) State authorities certified under section

60105 of title 49, United States Code; and
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(C) State authorities with which the Sec-
retary has made an agreement under section
60106(a) of that title.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The study under para-
graph (1) shall—

(A) identify ways in which the Admainistra-
tion and States may coordinate with each other
Jor more effective inspections and enforcement;

(B) evaluate the extent of any—

(1) substantive overlap of inspections
carried out by the Administration and the
State partners, such that the Administra-
tion and the State partners are inspecting
the same operator programs and procedures
multiple times in the same annual or bien-
nial period;

(11) substantive overlap of inspections
carried out by offices in different regions,
such that offices i multiple regions are in-
specting the same operator programs and
procedures multiple times in the same an-
nual or biennial period;

(111) coordination among offices in dif-
ferent regions on inspection findings relat-

mg to an operator before the Administra-
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tion decides to take any enforcement or
other action against that operator;

(1v) coordination among offices in dif-
ferent regions and between the Administra-
tion and State partners on the scheduling
and scoping of inspections of operators to
avoid substantive overlaps;

(v) resolution processes for operators in
cases in which offices in different regions, or
the Admainistration and State partners, take
different interpretive positions on the same
compliance issue or operator program; and

(vi) opportunities—

(1) to reduce substantive unneces-
sary overlaps (in the process of which
the Comptroller General of the United
States shall identify and describe any
overlaps that the Comptroller the be-
lieves are necessary);

(II) to avoid inconsistent inter-
pretations—

(aa) by offices in different re-
gions; and
(bb) between the Administra-

tion and State partners;
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(I11) to optimize inspection sched-

uling and coordination; and
(IV) to improve compliance with
Federal pipeline safety laws; and
(C) review the Federal enforcement process
Jor ats ability to fairly ensure compliance with
Federal pipeline safety laws.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General of the United
States shall submat to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress a report that describes the results of the study con-
ducted wunder subsection (b), which shall include rec-
ommendations that the Administrator could adopt to better
coordinate inspection practices and procedures with State
partners, and between State partners, to address defi-
ciencies identified under subsection (b)(2)—

(1) without compromising pipeline safety; and
(2) while improving the enforcement process.

(d) SUMMARY OF PIPELINE INSPECTIONS.—Not later
than June 1 of each year beginning after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Admainistrator shall make available
to the public in an electronically accessible format a sum-
mary of Federal and State pipeline inspections conducted

under direct or delegated authority under title 49, United
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States Code, during the previous calendar year, includ-
mg—
(1) the date of the inspection;
(2) the name of the pipeline owner or operator;
(3) the pipeline system or segment inspected;
(4) the 1 or more regions of the Admainistration
i which the inspected system or segment operates;
(5) the 1 or more States in which the inspected
system or segment operates;
(6) any violations or proposed violations alleged
as a result of the inspection; and
(7) any enforcement actions taken.
SEC. 304. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON PHMSA ENGAGEMENT
PRIOR TO RULEMAKING ACTIVITIES.

It is the sense of Congress that, if the Secretary deter-
mines 1t to be appropriate, the Secretary should engage
with a broad range of pipeline stakeholder groups, includ-
g State pipeline safety programs with an approved cer-
tification under section 60105 of title 49, Unated States
Code, during predrafting stages of rulemaking activities—

(1) to inform the work of the Secretary in car-
rying out the goals of chapter 601 of title 49, Unated

States Code; and

(2) to reduce the timeline for issuance of pro-

posed and final rules.
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TITLE IV—IMPROVING SAFETY
OF EMERGING GASES

SEC. 401. STUDIES OF HYDROGEN PIPELINE TRANSPOR-
TATION.
(a) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall enter into
an agreement with a National Laboratory (as defined
m section 2 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42
U.S.C. 15801))—

(A) to conduct a study of the safety, tech-
nical, and practical considerations relating to
the blending of hydrogen into existing natural
gas systems;

(B) to issue a report on the results of that
study, in accordance with paragraph (2); and

(C) to make recommendations to the Sec-
retary for how to avoid or minvmize any risks
vdentified under paragraph (2)(C).

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In conducting the study
under paragraph (1), the following factors shall be
taken into consideration:

(A) Systems that utilize a hydrogen content
above 5 percent to determine if there are addi-
twonal restrictions or requirements for the proc-

esses, materials, and standards that the operators
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of those systems have implemented to operate

those systems safely.

(B) Remaining knowledge gaps, if any, re-

lating to safely moving hydrogen-methane blends

through existing natural gas distribution sys-

tems.

(C) Safety risks, if any, of hydrogen-meth-

ane blends composed of over 5 percent hydrogen

m existing natural gas distribution systems, in-

cluding—

(1) leak rates of hydrogen-methane
blends;

(11) the performance of hydrogen-meth-
ane blends i existing residential, commenr-
cial, and industrial infrastructure; and

(111) underground migration of leaked
hydrogen-methane blends.

(D) Any relevant findings or recommenda-

tions of—

*S 2975 RS

(1) the HyBlend research and develop-
ment initiative commenced by the Depanrt-
ment of Energy in 2021 for the purpose of
addressing — opportunities  for  hydrogen

blending in natural gas pipelines; and
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(i1) the study on hydrogen blending
commissioned by the California Public Util-
ities Commassion and carried out by the
Unwversity of California, Riverside, entitled
“Hydrogen Blending Impacts Study”.

(3) REPORT.—The Secretary shall submit to the
appropriate committees of Congress the report pre-
pared under paragraph (1)(B).

(b) GAO REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller
General of the United States shall conduct a study on
existing natural gas distribution systems that utilize
hydrogen-natural gas blending applications, or utilize
gas with a higher hydrogen content, to identify proc-
esses, materials, and standards that operators have
mmplemented to operate those systems safely.

(2) REQUIREMENT.—The study conducted under
paragraph (1) shall include an examination of nat-
wral gas  distribution systems currently operating
m—

(A) the Unated States;
(B) Canada;

(C) Europe;

(D) Australia;
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(E) Hong Kong; and
(F) any other appropriate location, as de-
termined by the Comptroller General of the

United States.

(3) CONSIDERATIONS.—In conducting the study
under paragraph (1), the Comptroller General of the
Unated States shall consider systems that utilize a hy-
drogen content above 5 percent to determine if there
are additional restrictions or requirements for the
processes, materials, and standards that the operators
of those systems have implemented to operate those
systems safely.

(¢c) REGULATORY CONSIDERATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
completion of the studies under subsections (a) and
(b), the Secretary shall determine whether any up-
dates to requlations are necessary to ensure the safety
of natural gas distribution systems intentionally
blending hydrogen at levels exceeding 5 percent.

(2) REQUIREMENT.—If the Secretary determines
that updates to requlations are not necessary, the Sec-
retary shall submat to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report that describes the reasons for that
determination.

(d) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this section—
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1 (1) authorizes the removal of the exemption for
2 certarn  hydrogen  pipelines  described in  section
3 192.625(b)(4) of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations
4 (as i effect on October 1, 2023); or

5 (2) affects—

6 (A) the authority of the Secretary under—
7 (1) section 60112 of title 49, United
8 States Code; or

9 (11) subsection (m) or (p) of section
10 60117 of that title; or
11 (B) the authority of the Secretary to pre-
12 scribe standards otherwise affecting the transpor-
13 tation of hydrogen by pipelines.

14 SEC. 402. SAFETY OF CARBON DIOXIDE PIPELINES.

15 (a) MINIMUM SAFETY STANDARDS.—

16 (1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after
17 the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
18 publish in the Federal Register a final rule pursuant
19 to the rulemaking proceeding with Regulation Identi-
20 fier Number 2137-AF60 after providing an oppor-
21 tunity for comment to ensure the safety of all phases
22 of carbon dioxide transported in pipelines, including
23 carbon dioxide i gaseous, liquid, and supercritical
24 states.

25 (2) REQUIREMENTS.—
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(A) IN GENERAL—Any standard adopted

by the final rule requived wunder paragraph (1)

shall—

*S 2975 RS

(1) wnclude appropriate requirements
addressing updates to emergency response
plans to address any risks unique to carbon
dioxide pipeline accidents or incidents;

(11) include minimum safety standards
applicable to each operator of a pipeline fa-
cility by which carbon dioxide 1s trans-
ported, including performing vapor disper-
ston modeling to identify high consequence

areas that could be affected by a release

Sfrom such a pipeline facility;

(11r) clarify that carbon dioxide shall
not be used as a testing medium for spike
hydrostatic pressure testing; and

(1v) require carbon dioxide pipeline op-
erators to provide information to State,
local, and Tribal emergency response orga-
nizations (in each jurisdiction in which «a
carbon dioxide pipeline facility of the oper-
ator is located) on any risks unique to car-
bon dioxide pipeline accidents or incidents,

wmeluding by making relevant portions of
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emergency response plans available to first

responders on request.

(B) VAPOR DISPERSION MODELING.—Vapor
dispersion modeling under subparagraph (A)(ii)
shall consider—

(1) the topography surrounding the
pipeline facility;

(i1) atmospheric conditions that could
affect vapor dispersion; and

(111) pipeline facility operating charac-
teristics.

(C)  CONSIDERATIONS.—Any  standard
adopted by the final rule required under para-
graph (1) shall consider—

(1) conversion of service standards; and
(11) safety-related condition reporting
and leak reporting appropriate to any
unique safety risks associated with carbon

droxude.

(b) ErrecT.—Completion of the rulemaking required
under subsection (a) shall satisfy the rulemaking require-

ment under section 60102(1)(2) of title 49, United States

(¢c) ODORANT.—
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(1) Stupy.—The Secretary shall enter into an
agreement with a National Laboratory (as defined in
section 2 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C.
15801)) to study the feasibility of adding odorant to
carbon dioxide pipelines.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 2 wyears after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall sub-
mat to the appropriate commaittees of Congress a re-
port describing the feasibility of adding odorant to
carbon dioxide pipelines.

(d) ADDITIONAL RESOURCES.—The Secretary shall
make available, on request, to relevant emergency respond-
ers information that 1s tailored specifically to carbon diox-
wde pipeline releases, including information on the potential
vmpact area and any relevant odorants.

SEC. 403. REPORTING OF BLENDED PRODUCTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—AIl operators of natural gas pipe-
lines shall report to the Secretary non-predominant prod-
ucts intentionally blended and intended to exceed, at any
pownt in time, 2 percent by volume of the product trans-
ported by the pipeline.

(b) FREQUENCY.—Reports under subsection (a) shall

be required not more frequently than annually.

*S 2975 RS



217

| TITLE V—IMPROVING EMER-
2 GENCY RESPONSE AND
3 TRANSPARENCY

4 SEC. 501. BITUMEN OIL RESPONSE PLAN REVIEW.

Not later than 1

5 (a) INSPECTOR (GENERAL REVIEW.
6 year after the date of enactment of this Act, the Inspector

7 General of the Department of Transportation shall review—

8 (1) the findings of the study required under sec-
9 tion 16 of the Pipeline Safety, Regulatory Certainty,
10 and Job Creation Act of 2011 (Public Law 112-90;
11 125 Stat. 1915); and

12 (2) the oil spill response plans required under
13 part 194 of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations (or
14 successor requlations), for operators transporting di-
15 luted bitumen oil.

16 (b) PURPOSE.—The review under subsection (a) shall

17 determine the extent to which the response plans required
18 wunder part 194 of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations (or

19 successor regulations)—

20 (1) wdentify, using industry-standard names, all
21 of the crude oils transported by the operator, includ-
22 g diluted bitumen;

23 (2) include safety data sheets for each of the
24 crude oils vdentified in the response plan;
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(3) describe the geographic areas most sensitive
to the effects of a diluted bitwmen spill, including the
water bodies potentially at risk;

(4) describe the response activities planned and
resources available to mitigate the vmpacts of spills of
diluted bitumen, if applicable, including the capabili-
ties of the operator for detection, containment, and re-
covery of submerged and sunken 0il;

(5) specify the procedures by which the operator
shall provide to the applicable On-Scene Coordinator
(as defined in section 194.5 of title 49, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (or successor regulations)) or an
equivalent State official relevant response informa-
tion; and

(6) include all spill-relevant properties and con-
siderations with respect to each crude oil transported
by the operator and identified in the response plan in
accordance with paragraph (1).

(¢) REPORT—Not later than 180 days after com-
pleting the review under subsection (a), the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Transportation shall submait to
the appropriate commaittees of Congress a report that sum-
manrizes the findings of that review and contains any rec-

ommendations of the Inspector General.
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SEC. 502. NATIONAL CENTER OF EXCELLENCE FOR HAZ-

ARDOUS LIQUID PIPELINE LEAK DETECTION.
(a) KSTABLISHMENT.—After submitting the report
under subsection (¢) to the committees of Congress described
m that subsection, and subject to the availability of funds
appropriated by Congress for the applicable purpose, the
Secretary, in consultation with hazardous liquid pipeline
sector stakeholders, may establish a center, to be known as
the “National Center of Excellence for Hazardous Liquid
Pipeline Leak Detection™ (referred to in this section as the
“Center of Excellence”).
(b) LocATION—The Center of Euxcellence shall be lo-
cated—

(1) within the Great Lakes Basin,

(2) wn a State that hosts an international mixed-
use pipeline that transports crude oil and natural gas
liqguids where the pipeline crosses through the Great
Lakes; and

(3) in close proximity to an institution of higher
education with adequate capabilities, experience, and
expertise in researching and evaluating pipeline safe-
ty, including pipeline risk analyses.

(¢) REPORT ON K STABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months

after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary

shall submit to the Committees on Commerce, Science,
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and Transportation and Appropriations of the Senate
and the Commattees on Transportation and Infra-
structure, Energy and Commerce, and Appropriations
of the House of Representatives a report that de-
scribes—
(A) the resources mecessary to establish the
Center of Excellence; and
(B) the manner in which the Center of Eax-
cellence will carry out the functions described in
subsection (d).
(2) REQUIREMENT.—The report under para-
graph (1) shall include an estimate of all potential

costs and appropriations necessary to carry out the

Junctions described in subsection (d).

(d) FUNCTIONS.—The Center of Excellence shall—

(1) review the availability of leak detection tech-
nology for hazardous liquid pipelines that can detect
leaks at very low volumes;

(2) conduct research into the operational, eco-
nomic, and technical feasibility of incorporating tech-
nologies reviewed under paragraph (1) into pipeline
systems;

(3) be a repository of information on best prac-
tices relating to, and expertise on, hazardous liquid

leak detection; and
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(4) perform other duties, as determined by the

Secretary, to improve leak detection for hazardous lig-

wid pipelines.

(¢) JOINT OPERATION WITH EDUCATIONAL INSTITU-
TION.—The Secretary shall enter into an agreement with
an institution of higher education described in subsection
(0)(3)—

(1) to provide for joint operation of the Center
of Excellence; and
(2) to provide necessary administrative services

Jor the Center of Excellence.

(f) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after the date on
which the Center of Excellence is established under sub-
section (a), the Center of Excellence shall submait to the ap-
propriate commattees of Congress a report on the findings
of the Center of Euxcellence with respect to leak detection
technologies that can detect leaks at very low volumes.

SEC. 503. OPERATOR FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE.

Not later than 7 calendar days after the date on which

an operator of a pipeline facility (as defined in section

60101(a) of title 49, Unated States Code) files a petition

22 for relief under chapter 7 or 11 of title 11, Unated States

23

Code, the operator shall notify the Secretary of that filing.
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SEC. 504. DATA AND TRANSPARENCY.

Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of
this Act, and not less frequently than annually thereafter,
the Secretary shall publish, on a publicly accessible website,
summary data pertaining to pipeline leaks required to be
reported by operators in the annual reports submaitted to
the Administration by the operators.

SEC. 505. OFFICE OF PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT.

Section 108 of title 49, Unated States Code, 1s amend-
ed—

(1) wn subsection (a), by inserting “(referred to
i this section as the ‘Administration’)” after “Safety
Administration”;

(2) in subsection (c), in the first sentence, by in-
serting “(referred to in this section as the ‘Adminis-
trator’),” after “shall be the Admanistrator”; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(h) OFFICE OF PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT.—

“(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

“(A) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

GRESS.—The term ‘appropriate committees of

Congress” has the meaning given the term in sec-

tion 2 of the PIPELINE Safety Act of 2025.

“(B) DIRECTOR.—The term  ‘Director’

means the Director of the Office.
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“(C) OrricE.—The term ‘Office’ means the

Office of Public Engagement of the Administra-

tion established under paragraph (2).

“(2) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 wyear
after the date of enactment of this subsection, the Ad-
minastrator shall establish within the Admainistration
an office, to be known as the ‘Office of Public Engage-
ment’.

“(3) DIRECTOR.—The Office shall be headed by
a Director, who shall—

“(A) report to the Associate Admanistrator

Jor Pipeline Safety; and

“(B) be responsible for the discharge of the

Sfunctions and duties of the Office.

“(4) EMPLOYEES.—The Director shall—

“(A) appoint and assign the duties of em-
ployees of the Office; and

“(B) prioritize the hiring of individuals
who have experience in community engagement,
mcluding working with the public, State, local
and Tribal governments, and pipeline safety
public interest groups.

“(5) COMMUNITY LIAISONS.—The Director shall

appoint agency community liaison personnel em-
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ployed as of the date on which the Office 1s established

as employees of the Office.
“(6) DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE OFFICE.—

“(A) COORDINATION OF ASSISTANCE.—The
Director shall coordinate the provision of tech-
nical assistance and educational assistance to the
public with respect to the authorities exercised by
the Administration.

“(B) PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT.—The Director
shall coordinate actiwe and ongoing engagement
with the public with respect to the authority and
activities of the Administration, including by—

“(1) conducting—

“(1) outreach, which may include
public postings, signage at relevant
physical locations, newspaper publica-
tions, mailings, phone calls, can-
vassing, and door hangers, to commu-
nities using varied media; and

“(11) when appropriate, meetings;
“(11) assisting individuals in resolving

pipeline safety inquiries;

“(in) making publicly available, and

disseminating, information on the manner
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. which members of the public may file in-
quiries relating to pipeline safety;

“w) assisting individuals i con-
tacting, as mecessary, the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, State agencies, and
other agencies, in order to appropriately di-
rect public inquiries that are not within the
Jurisdiction of the Administration to the
relevant agency; and

“(v) preparing, and making publicly
available wn accessible formats, educational
materials about the Administration, the re-
sponsibilities of the Admanistration, and
how those responsibilities interact with enti-
ties under the jurisdiction of the Adminis-
tration and other Federal, State, local, or

Tribal government agencies.”.

SEC. 506. CLARIFICATION OF CONFIRMED DISCOVERY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after the

20 date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall—

21
22
23
24
25

(1) review—

(A) the definition of confirmed discovery

used by the Administration for purposes of the

reporting of accidents and incidents to the Na-

tional Response Center and the Secretary (in-
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cluding any requlations promulgated under sec-
tion 9 of the Pipeline Safety, Regulatory Cer-
tainty, and Job Creation Act of 2011 (49 U.S.C.
60117 note; Public Law 112-90)), establishing
communication with first responders and other
relevant public officials, providing 1mmediate
notice to the National Response Center as de-
seribed in section 191.5 and 195.52 of title 49,
Code of Federal Regulations (or any Ssuccessor
requlations), and any other relevant purposes;
and

(B) for each initial notice of an accident or
mcident  submitted to the National Response
Center telephonically or electronically under sec-
tion 191.5 or 195.52 of title 49, Code of Federal
Regulations, during the 5-year period ending on
the date of enactment of this Act—

(1) the time between the first signs of
an accident or incident and the time at
which operators determined that the acci-
dent or incident met the definition of con-
Jirmed discovery;

(11) the methods that operators used to
confirm that an accident or incident met

that definition; and
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(111) the time that it took for operators

to report an accident or incident after con-
Sfirmang that the accident or incident met
that definition; and
(2) submit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress a report that provides the findings of the review
under paragraph (1), including the details described
m subparagraph (B) of that paragraph for each acci-
dent or incident.
(b) Crvir.  PENALTY  CONSIDERATIONS.—Section
60122(b)(1) of title 49, Unated States Code, 1s amended—

(1) wn subparagraph (C), by striking “and” at
the end;

(2) in subparagraph (D), by striking “and” at
the end; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(E) the timeliness of emergency response
notification, including by reducing penalties for
cases i which incidents are reported within 10
minutes of a suspected release; and

“(F) advanced coordination with State,
local, Tribal, and territorial governmental enti-
ties resulting in the relevant and timely use of

existing public alert notification systems; and”.
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SEC. 507. PUBLIC ALERT NOTIFICATION SYSTEM FOR PIPE-

LINE FACILITIES.
(a) PUBLIC ALERT NOTIFICATION SYSTEM.—The Sec-
retary, i consultation with the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, shall develop vol-

untary guidance to assist owners and operators of pipeline

facilities with coordinating with State, local, Tribal, and

territorial governmental entities to make use of existing
public alert notification systems, such as the Integrated
Public Alert and Warning System of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency described in section 526 of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 3210) to issue
emergency alerts and appropriate guidance via mobile
phones, radio, or television in a locally targeted area in
the event of a pipeline emergency..

(b) EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLANS.—Any procedures
established by an operator under subsection (a) shall be in-
corporated into the response plans maintained by the oper-
ator under sections 60102(d)(5) and 60138 of title 49,
Unated States Code.
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TITLE VI—OTHER MATTERS

SEC. 601. PROHIBITION ON PHMSA OPERATION, PROCURE-
MENT, OR CONTRACTING ACTION WITH RE-
SPECT TO COVERED UNMANNED AIRCRAFT
SYSTEMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 448 of title 49, Unaited
States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end the following:
“§44815. Prohibition on PHMSA operation, procure-

ment, or contracting action with respect
to covered unmanned aircraft systems

“(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) ADMINISTRATION.—The term ‘Administra-
tion” means the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials
Safety Admainistration.

“(2)  ADMINISTRATOR.—The term  ‘Adminis-
trator’ means the Administrator of the Administra-
tion.

“(3) COVERED FOREIGN COUNTRY.—The term
‘covered foreign country’ means any of the following:

“(A) The People’s Republic of China.

“(B) The Russian Federation.

“(C) The Islamic Republic of Iran.

“(D) The Democratic People’s Republic of

Korea.

“(E) The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
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1 “(F) The Republic of Cuba.

2 “(4) COVERED UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM.—
3 The term ‘covered unmanned avrcraft system’ means
4 an unmanned aireraft system that is, or 1s owned by
5 an entity that 1s—

6 “(A) ncluded on the Consolidated Screen-
7 g List or Entity List as designated by the Sec-
8 retary of Commerce;

9 “(B) domiciled in a covered foreign country;
10 or
11 “(C) subject to influence or control by the
12 government of a covered foreign country.
13 “(b) RESTRICTIONS.—Subject to subsection (c), the Ad-

14 manastrator shall not—

15 “(1) operate a covered unmanned aircraft sys-
16 tem; or

17 “(2) enter into, extend, or renew a contract—

18 “(A) for the procurement of a covered un-
19 manned avrcraft system; or

20 “(B) with an entity that operates (as deter-
21 mined by the Secretary of Transportation) a cov-
22 ered unmanned avrcraft system in the perform-
23 ance of any Administration contract.

24 “(c) EXEMPTION.—The restrictions under subsection

25 (b) shall not apply if the operation, procurement, or con-
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tracting action 1s for the purpose of intelligence, electronic
warfare, and information warfare operations, testing, anal-
ysis, and training.

“(d) WAIvER.—The Admanistrator may waive the re-
strictions under subsection (b) on a case by case basis by
certifying, in writing, to the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity and the appropriate committees of Congress that the
operation, procurement, or contracting action s required
w the public interest of the Unated States.

“le) REPLACEMENT OF COVERED UNMANNED AIR-
CRAFT SYSTEMS.—Subject to available appropriations, not
later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this section,
the Admainistrator shall replace any covered unmanned air-
craft system that is owned or operated by the Administra-
tion as of that date of enactment with an unmanned air-
craft system manufactured in the United States or an allied
country (as defined in section 2350f(d) of title 10).

“(f) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this section, the Adminis-
trator shall submit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress a report that includes—

“(1) a description of the changes the Administra-
tion has made to its operation, procurement, and con-

tracting processes to ensure that the Administration
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1 does not acquire any covered unmanned arrcraft sys-

2 tem;

3 “(2) the number of covered unmanned aircraft

4 systems that needed to be replaced in accordance with

5 subsection (e), including—

6 “(A) an explanation of the purposes for

7 which such covered unmanned avreraft systems

8 were used;

9 “(B) a description of the unmanned avrcraft
10 systems that the Administrator will purchase to
11 replace such covered unmanned aircraft systems;
12 and
13 “(C) the cost to purchase the unmanned air-
14 craft systems described in  subparagraph (B);
15 and
16 “(3) any other information determined appro-
17 priate by the Administrator.”.

18 (b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chapter

19 448 of title 49, United States Code, 1is amended by inserting

20 after the item relating to section 44814 the following:

“44815. Prohibition on PHMSA operation, procurement, or contracting action
with respect to covered unmanned aircraft systems.”.
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SEC. 602. NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION PIPELINE INFRA-

STRUCTURE SAFETY AND MODERNIZATION
GRANTS.

(a) IN GENERAL—The Secretary may provide grants
to assist publicly owned natural gas distribution pipeline
systems in repairing, rehabilitating, or replacing pipeline
systems to improve pipeline safety.

(b) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—An entity eligible to receive
a grant under this section is a wtility that—

(1) is owned by a community or municipality;
and

(2) 1s not a for-profit entuty.

(¢) APPLICATIONS.—An eligible entity desiring a grant
under this section shall submit to the Secretary an applica-
twon at such time, in such manner, and contarning such
mformation as the Secretary may require, including a de-
seription of the projects or activities proposed to be funded
by the grant.

(d) USES.—A grant provided under this section may
be used—

(1) to repair, rehabilitate, or replace a natural
gas distribution pipeline system or portions of a nat-
ural gas distribution pipeline system; or

(2) to acquire equipment for use in a repair, re-
habilitation, or replacement project under paragraph

(1).
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(¢) CONSIDERATIONS.—The Secretary shall establish

procedures for awarding grants under this section that take

mto consideration—

(1) the risk profile of the existing pipeline sys-
tem, including pipe material, operated by the appli-
cant; and

(2) supporting communities that have limated
ability to wnvest in the infrastructure of the commu-
nity through increased utility rates due to economic
conditions, including high poverty rates, high unem-
ployment, or low median wages.

(f) LIMITATIONS.—

(1) AWARDS TO A SINGLE UTILITY.—The Sec-
retary may not award more than 12.5 percent of the
total amount made available to carry out this section
moa single fiscal year to a single eligible entity de-
sceribed in subsection (b).

(2) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Not more than
2 percent of the amounts appropriated under sub-
section (h)(1) for a fiscal year may be used by the
Secretary for the administrative costs of carrying out
this section.

(3) COST SIHHARING.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Fuxcepl as provided in

subparagraph (B), any grant provided by the
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Secretary under this section shall not represent
more than 50 percent of the actual total cost of
the repair, rehabilitation, or replacement project
Jor which the grant 1s provided.

(B) KEXCEPTION.

In the case of a grant
under this section for a project in an area with
a population of less than 50,000 residents, based
on the most recent decennial census, the Sec-
retary may increase the grant share of the cost
of the project under subparagraph (A) to not
more than 80 percent.

(9) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 3
days before the date on which the Secretary publishes the
selection of projects and activities for which a grant unll
be provided under this section, the Secretary shall submit
to the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Commaittee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a writ-
ten notice that includes—

(1) a list of all applications reviewed by the Sec-
retary as part of the selection process; and

(2) a report that describes each project or activ-
ity for which a grant will be provided under this sec-
tion for that round of selection.

(h) FUNDING.—
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(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the Sec-
retary to carry out this section $75,000,000 for each
of fiscal years 2027 through 2030, to remain available
until expended.
(2) REQUIREMENT.—Any amounts used to carry
out this section—
(A) shall be derived from general revenues;
and
(B) shall not be derived from user fees col-

lected under section 60301.

SEC. 603. ISSUES AFFECTING FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED IN-

DIAN TRIBES.

(a) INDIAN AND TRIBAL DEFINITIONS.—Section 60101

of title 49, United States Code, is amended by adding at

the end the following:

ter:

“(c¢) INDIAN AND TRIBAL DEFINITIONS.—In this chap-

“(1) INDIAN LAND.—The term ‘Indian land’ has
the meaning given the term ‘Indian lands’ in section
4 of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (25 U.S.C.
2703).

“(2) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘Indian Tribe’

has the meaning given the term in section 4 of the In-
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dvan  Self-Determination and Education Assistance
Act (25 US.C. 5304).”.
(b) SAFETY STANDARDS AND REPORTS.—Section
60102 of title 49, Unated States Code, is amended—
(1) in subsection (c)(4)(A), by striking “located,”
and nserting “located and any affected Indian

Tribe”;

(2) wn subsection (d)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
w the first sentence, by striking “and an appro-
priate State official as determined by the Sec-
retary” and inserting “, an appropriate State
official (as determined by the Secretary), and an
appropriate Tribal official (as determined by the
Secretary) from any affected Indian Tribe’;

(B) in paragraph (2), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by inserting “or, with
respect to an affected Indian Tribe, on affected
Indian land,” after “location in the State”;

(C) in paragraph (5)—

(1) wn subparagraph (B), by inserting

“and Tribal officials from any affected In-

dian Tribe” after “State and local authori-

ties”; and

*S 2975 RS



238

1 (11) wn subparagraph (C), by inserting
2 “and Tribal officials from any affected In-
3 dvan Tribe” after “State and local offi-
4 cials™; and

5 (D) wn paragraph (6)—

6 (1) by inserting “or an affected Indian
7 Tribe” after “inform a State”; and

8 (11) by inserting “or on affected Indian
9 land” before the period at the end;

10 (3) in subsection (h)—

11 (A) n paragraph (2)(C), by striking “the
12 appropriate Tribe” and inserting “any affected
13 Indian Tribe with respect to the location™; and
14 (B) in paragraph (3)(B), by inserting “or
15 Tribal official if no such commission or com-
16 mattee exists” before the semicolon at the end;
17 and

18 (4) wn subsection (v)(1), in the matter preceding
19 subparagraph (4), by inserting “, including Tribal
20 officials” after “public officials”.
21 (¢)  INSPECTION  AND  MAINTENANCE.—Section

22 60108(c)(6)(C) of title 49, Unated States Code, s amended,
23 an the first sentence, by inserting “and Tribal officials from

24 any affected Indian Tribe” after “to the Secretary”.
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(d) HIGH-DENSITY POPULATION AREAS AND ENVIRON-

MENTALLY SENSITIVE AREAS.—~Section 60109(e)(7) of title

49, United States Code, 1s amended by striking subpara-

graph (C) and inserting the following:

*S 2975 RS

“(C) DEADLINES.—

“(t) EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN.—
Not later than 2 years after the date of en-
actment of the PIPELINE Safety Act of
2025, each operator of a distribution system
shall make available to the Secretary or the
relevant State authority with a certification
m effect under section 60105, as applicable,
and to any affected Indian Tribe, a copy of
the emergency response plan under section
60102(d)(5).

“(i) OTHER DOCUMENTS.—Not later
than 2 years after the date of enactment of
the PIPELINE Safety Act of 2025, each op-
erator of a distribution system shall make
available to the Secretary or the relevant
State authority with a certification in effect
under section 60105, as applicable, a copy
of—

“(I) the distribution integrity

management plan of the operator; and
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“(II) the procedural manual for

operations, maintenance, and emer-

gencies under section 60102(d)(4).

“(iit) UPDATES.—Not later than 60
days after the date of a significant update,
as determined by the Secretary, to a plan or
manual described in clause (1) or (i), the
operator of the applicable distribution sys-
tem shall—

“(I) in the case of an emergency

response plan described in clause (1),

make available to the Secretary or

make available for inspection to the
relevant State authority described in
that clause (if applicable), and make
available for inspection to any affected

Indian Tribe, an updated copy of the

emergency response plan; and

“(II) wn the case of a plan or
manual described in clause (i), make
available to the Secretary or make
available for inspection to the relevant

State authority  described in  that

clause (vf applicable) an updated copy

of the applicable plan or manual.
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“(w) APPLICABILITY OF FOIA.—Noth-
g i thas subsection shall be construed to
authorize the disclosure of any information
that 1s exempt from disclosure under section
552(b) of title 5.”.

(¢) PIPELINE FACILITIES HAZARDOUS TO LIFE AND
ProPERTY—Section 60112(c) of title 49, United States
Code, 1is amended, in the second sentence, by inserting “and
a Tribal official from any affected Indian Tribe” after “af-
fected local officials”.

(f) TECHNICAL SAFETY STANDARDS COMMITTEES.—
Section 60115(b)(3)(A) of title 49, Unated States Code, 1is
amended by striking “and of” and inserting *, Indian
Tribes, and”.

(9) PuBLic  EDUCATION  PROGRAMS.—Section
60116(b) of tatle 49, Unated States Code, 1s amended—

(1) in the first sentence, by striking “Not later
than 12 months after the date of enactment of the
Pipeline Safety Improvement Act of 20027 and in-
serting “Not later than 1 year after the date of enact-
ment of the PIPELINE Safety Act of 2025”; and

(2) in the second sentence, by inserting “affected
Indian Tribes,” after “advise”.

(h) ADMINISTRATIVE.—Section 60117 of title 49,

United States Code, is amended—
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(1) in subsection (g)(1), by inserting “and an
appropriate Tribal official from any affected Indian

Tribe” after “is located”;

(2) in subsection (1)—
(A) i paragraph (1), by inserting “Indian
Tribes,” after “States,”; and
(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting “Indian
Tribes,” after “local governments,”;
(3) in subsection (1), in the first sentence, by in-
serting “Indian Tribes,” after “local government,”;
(4) in subsection (n)(1), by inserting “Indian
Tribes,” after “the States,”; and
(5) in subsection (p)(2)(B), by inserting “Indian

Tribes,” after “State agencies,”.

(1) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—Section 60119(a)(1) of title
49, Unated States Code, is amended, in the first sentence,
by inserting , including an Indian Tribe,” before “ad-
versely affected”.

(1))  FEMERGENCY  RESPONSE — GRANTS.—Section
60125(b)(1) of title 49, United States Code, is amended, in
the first sentence, by inserting *, and affected Indian
Tribes,” after “local governments”.

(k) NATIONAL PIPELINE MAPPING SYSTEM.—~Section

60132 of title 49, Unated States Code, is amended—
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(1) in subsection (c), by striking “State and
local” and inserting “State, local, and Tribal”; and
(2) in subsection (e), in the first sentence, by
striking “State and local” and inserting “State, local,
and Tribal”.
(1) COORDINATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEWS.—
Section 60133 of title 49, United States Code, s amended—
(1) in subsection (a)(5), by striking “and local”
and nserting *, local, and Tribal”; and
(2) in subsection (c)(2), by inserting “Tribal,”
after “State,”.
SEC. 604. IDENTIFICATION OF AND JUSTIFICATION FOR
REDACTIONS.
If the Administration redacts any portion of a docu-
ment produced to another person, the Administration shall

cite a specific statute authorizing the withholding of the in-

Jormation redacted.

SEC. 605. FEES FOR LOAN GUARANTEES.
Section 116(d) of the Alaska Natural Gas Pipeline Act
(15 U.S.C. 720n(d)) is amended—
(1) wn paragraph (1)—
(A) by striking “(1) The Secretary” and in-
serting the following:
“(1) LOAN TERMS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary’; and
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(B) in subparagraph (A) (as so designated),

i the second sentence, by striking “The term”

and inserting the following:

“(B) DURATION.—The term”’; and

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking “(2) An eligi-

ble” and inserting the following:

“(2) FEES.—

*S 2975 RS

“(A) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—

“(1) IN  GENERAL.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, the Secretary
shall charge, and collect on or after the date
of the financial close of an obligation, a fee
for a guarantee in an amount that the Sec-
retary determines 1s sufficient to cover ap-
plicable administrative expenses (including
any costs associated with thurd-party con-
sultants engaged by the Secretary).

“(in)  AVAILABILITY.—Fees  collected
under this paragraph shall—

“(1) be deposited by the Secretary
mto the Treasury; and

“(II) remain available to the Sec-
retary, without further appropriation,

until expended to cover applicable ad-
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ministrative  expenses  described  n

clause (1).

“(int) REDUCTION IN FEE AMOUNT.—
Notwithstanding clause (i), and subject to
the availability of appropriations, the Sec-
retary may reduce the amount of a fee for
a guarantee under this subparagraph.
“(B) DEBT OBLIGATIONS.—An eligible”.

SEC. 606. IMPROVING PIPELINE CYBERSECURITY.

Not later than 180 days after the date of enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of Homeland Security shall pub-
lish in the Federal Register a final rule pursuant to the
rulemaking proceeding entitled “Enhancing Surface Cyber
Risk Management” (Docket Number TSA-2022-0001; Reg-
ulation Identifier Number 1652—AA74) relating to the cy-
bersecurity of pipelines.

SEC. 607. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 60101(a) of title 49,
Unated States Code (as amended by section 212(b)), is
amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
striking “chapter—"" and inserting “chapter:”;
(2) in each of paragraphs (1) through (16), (18),

(19), (20), (22) (23), (25), and (27), by striking the

*S 2975 RS
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semicolon at the end of the paragraph and inserting
a period;
(3) in paragraph (1)—
(A4) by striking the paragraph designation
and all that follows through “(A) means” in sub-
paragraph (A) and inserting the following:

“(1) EXISTING LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS FACIL-

ITY. —

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘existing liq-
uefied natural gas facility’ means”;

(B) in subparagraph (A)(i1), by striking
but” and inserting a period; and

(C) in subparagraph (B)—

(1) by striking “(B) does not” and in-
serting the following:

“(B) ExcLUSIONS.—The term ‘existing liq-
uefied natural gas facility’ does not”; and

(11) by inserting “‘described in sub-
paragraph (A)” after “approval”;
(4) wn paragraph (14)—

(A) by striking the paragraph designation
and all that follows through “(A) means” in sub-
paragraph (A) and inserting the following:

“(14) LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS PIPELINE FACIL-
ITY.—

*S 2975 RS
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“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘liquefied nat-
ural gas pipeline facility’ means’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), by striking *
but” and inserting a period; and

(C) i subparagraph (B), by striking “(B)
does not” and inserting the following:

“(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘liquefied
natural gas pipeline facility’ does not™;

(5) wn paragraph (24) (relating to the term “Sec-
retary”), by striking “; and” and inserting a period;
(6) in paragraph (27)—

(A) by striking the paragraph designation
and all that follows through “(A) means” in sub-
paragraph (A) and inserting the following:

“(27) TRANSPORTING HAZARDOUS LIQUID.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘transporting
hazardous liquid’ means”;

(B) in subparagraph (A)(11), by striking “;
but” and inserting a period; and

(C) wn subparagraph (B), by striking “(B)
does not” and inserting the following:

“(B) ExcLUSIONS.—The term ‘transporting
hazardous liquid’ does not”; and
(7) in each of paragraphs (2) through (13), (15),

(16), (18), (19), (20), (22) through (25), and (28)—

*S 2975 RS
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1 (A) by inserting “The term” after the para-
graph designation; and
(B) by inserting a paragraph heading, the

2
3
4 text of which comprises the term defined in the
5 paragraph.

6

(b) REPORT.—Section 60102(b) of title 49, United

7 States Code, s amended by striking paragraph (7).

*S 2975 RS
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