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Calendar No. 664

To authorize appropriations for the Coast Guard, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

SEPTEMBER 8, 2022
Ms. CANTWELL (for herself, Mr. WICKER, and Ms. BALDWIN) introduced the
following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on
Commeree, Science, and Transportation
DECEMBER 15, 2022
Reported by Ms. CANTWELL, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To authorize appropriations for the Coast Guard, and for

other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 twes of the Unated States of America in Congress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
6 ) TABHE oF ConthiNts—The table of contents for
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SEG: 102. AUTHORIZED LEVELS OF MILITARY STRENGTH

AND FRAINING-

Section 4904 of title 14 United States Code; is

atended—

TURE AND FACHLIHIES:
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4 steetre hrvestirent and Jobs et Poble b
10 stpended by seetion HOT of this Aet—

11 1 $400;000;000 is authorized for fiseal years
13 prent towhich the Coast Guard is operatine for the
15 sied

16 {23 $236;000,000 is authorized for the aeqtisi-
17 tion of n new floatine divdocks to remain avatable
18 b expended,

19 SEC. 104. AUTHORIZATION FOR ACQUISITION OF VESSELS.

20 In addition to the amounts authorized to be appre-
21 priated under seetion 49922H00 of title +4; Hrited
22 States Hoder s aiended by seetion HH of this et for
23  fiseal years 2023 throueh 2028—

25 Honr of a Great Lakes ieebreaker that s at least as
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4 pranacement. desiorn and sequisition of 12 Pacilie
7 ) $841;000,000 is authorized for the third
8 Polar Seenrtty Crtters

9 (41 220,000,000 s authorized Tor initiation of
10 setivities o support aequisition of the Aretie Seet-
12 respiretents developient toinelade the establish-
13 tett of s Sreette Seetrtte Catter Proeta Offees
14 5) $650;000;000 is anthorized for the contin-
16 6} $650;000,000 i3 auntherized for a twelth
17 Nettotat Seetriy Catter:

18 SEC. 105. AUTHORIZATION FOR THE CHILDCARE SUBSIDY
19 PROGRAM.

20 T additton to the amotnts anthorized to be appro-
21 priated wnder seetion 49020000 of tide T4 Uiited

22 States Hoder $257000000 s anthorized to the Eotn-
24 ehtdente sbstds proetats
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TITLE H—COAST GUARD
Subtitle A—Infrastructure and
Assets
SEC. 201, REPORT ON SHORESIDE INFRASTRUCTURE AND

FACHITIES NEEDS:
1 a detatled hst of shorestde infrastrueture
3 a eeneral deseription of the state of plan-
TURE INVESTMENT PLAN,
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a feet mix sifietents as determined by the o
atd
and
B3 to address—
shall submit to Coneress a report on the results of
the updated fleet mix analkysis requived by paragraph
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tion technoloy infrastrreture;
{6 a thmehne for the eonstraetion ahd Hn-

4 o eost estintte for eotstitetot atd

oress & report on the plan required by paragraph

+H-

tioh to lfe-evele cost estimates developed nnder
updeted before—
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wrospheres sh subit to the Cotittee on Come
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ated needs—

and the Paeifte Islands; with a foens on
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D) An analysts with respeet to whether a
H & foreten eontrtry th the Western Pacifie Re-
prevention and effeetive response to tHeeal; wn-
Hrnited States Indo-Paetfie Command or
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resentatives a briefine on the findines and conchistons of
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1 SEC. 205. STUDY AND REPORT ON NATIONAL SECURITY

2 AND DRUG TRAFFICKING THREATS IN THE
3 FLORIDA STRAITS AND CARIBBEAN REGION;
4 INCLUDING CUBA.

9 eludine Caba:

11 ) shedl thedude the folovtne:

12 ) An assesswent of—

13 A9 new technology and evastve maneavers
15 evade deteetton and  interdietion by Const
16 GCuard law enforeement units and mterageney
17 partners; and

18 B} eapability eaps of the Coast Guard
19 with respeet to—

20 {1 the deteetion and mterdietion of H-
21 hett drnes 1 the Horida Straits and Car-
22 tbbean regton; neluding Caba; and

23 {4t the deteetion of national seenrity
24 threats 1 stweh reetons

25 23 An identifieation of—
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103} are—
4 to enthanee safety
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1 5} to prove environtrentad comphanee; and
4 Coast Guard fleet:

11 frastraetare:

13 51 hmprovements to prers and wharves; div-
14 doeks; and eapital equipment ntihities:

15 4 Environmental remediation:

16 5 Construetion of a new warehouse and paint
17 faetity

18 E61 Aetprisition of o new teavel B

19 1 Dredeine neeessary to factlitate aecess to
20 the Coast Gaard Yard:

23 the Commandant shall submit to the Committee on Com-
24 meree; Setenee; and Fransportation of the Sennte and the
25 Commtttee on Fransportation and hnfeastracture of the
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I Heuse of Representatives; a workforee development plan

2 that—

3 1 entdines the workloree needs of the Coast
6 engtieers; meividaals engaged i teades; evber spe-
10 respect to the anthorities. teainine, Pandine, and e
12 erttett of wotnen and thderrepresented ort
13 tes; neeessary to meet workforee needs of the Coast
14 Grrard Yard for the H-venr period beetnine on the
15 date of subniission of the pla.

16 SEC. 207. AUTHORITY TO ENTER INTO TRANSACTIONS
17 OTHER THAN CONTRACTS AND GRANTS TO
18 PROCURE COST-EFFECTIVE TECHNOLOGY
19 FOR MISSION NEEDS.

20 by vt rhehapter HE of ehapter H of

22 end the followine
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“31158. Authority to enter into transactions ether
than contraects and grants to procure
eost-effeetive; advaneed teehnelogy feor
velop prototypes for; and to operate and proetre; eost-et-
shal be—
respeet to a teehnoloey that—
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atton; or procurement of sueh a technoloey 8
eate testne; or teathihes or
tees of Congress that the prototype; eperation; or
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mittees of Coneress a report that—
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parstant to this seetion: and
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g the  Comttee o Cotiterees
15 =} Rbetrross—The  Comrmmrtdant bl pre-
21 etven such terms i seetion 44301 of Hitle 49; United
22 States Code’=
24 ehapter H of chapter 1 of title 145 United States Code;
25 1% amended by adding at the end the followine:
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portation of the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
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Subtitle B—Great Lakes

“(8‘) GAO REPORE-

Representatives o report on the Coast Guard Great
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28
wotdd have on—
Great haakes;
aret
“H A deseription of the resonrees hee-
iecebreaking programy; mehrding with respeet to

24 subseetton are the folovwtes
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ferries attempt to transit sueh jee-covered vwater-
2 In & yvear m which the Great Lakes are
not opeh to navigation beeause of tee of a thiekness
ferries attempt to teansit sueh fee-eovered water-
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ehnes to mnplements a jastifieation for sueh deetstons
“5) A review of; and a propeosed mmplementa-
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heviention. et nedenble to the extent necessarys
SN} to extriente vessels and individuas

eoteree;
D1t minimize delays to passeneer (e

ries: and
regardless of type of entoo; at & speed eonsistent
breskers operating in the Great hakes and appro-
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SEG: 212: DPATABASE ON ICEBREAKING OPERATIONS IN THE

GREAT LAKES:

seh:
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riodk
make the database avatlable to the pable on a pubhely
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H502 of tithe 46; tnited States Code; or an alter-

from daneer:

Ce iiEfEE7
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D) to minimize delays to passenger fer-
reenrdless of tvpe of enreo; at a speed eonststent
Code; the Commuandant shall publish en & publiely acces-
o Iy GExERAE—The Commuandant shall develop &
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{2) a detatled deseription of the estimated eosts

biles; and
{3 an assessment of—
HRPrOYe tee resene response thnes whie main-
tatine the safety of Coast Guard persontel en-

mobHe; as compared to an atrbonat; and a foree

*S 4802 RS



O o0 N N BB W =

| \O 2R \© R O R \O I O B e T e e e e T e e e e
A W N = O O 0NN N N R WD = O

37
amended—
barge™; and
SEC. 215. STUDY ON SUFFICIENCY OF COAST GUARD AVIA-
TION ASSETS TO MEET MISSION DEMANDS:.
resentatives a report onh—
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Subtitle C—Axretie
TER PROGRAM OFFICE.
establish & proeram offtee for the acquisttion of the Aretie
ated Hittate desten of a vessel elass erttteat to the nattonad
Cotrrttdhit shal provide o briefie o the Commttee on
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the Coast Guard 13 operating shall sabmit a report to the

abtlity and timeline to conduet a transit of the Northern
STRUCTURE:

of the United States shall eommence a study on the Aretie
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the House of Representattves a report on the findines of
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dent”™—
draeted throveh a computer network that aetu-
formation of communieations systems or net-
3 rehides o eihierabiies oan dor-
explotted by a threat sourees
“stentfteant evber inetdent” means a eyber ineident
omy of the United States or to publie confidence;

term  “yrari-
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the pubhe a hst of tools and resourees; meludine the
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that—

and = of
eessor et

(3) CONSTEFATION
ANK s .

shall not apply to the consultation deseribed
subparacraph (A or to any other aetion th sup-
port of the implementation of this seetion:
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GRAM AND AUTONOMOUS CONTROL AND
COMPUTER VISION TECHNOLOGY PROJECT:

econduet a projeet to retrofit 2 or more existine
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5 as to mform fatare requirements:

6 “3) BrIEPENG—Neot later than 180 days after
11 Cotmittee ont Fratsportation and Infrastruetare of
12 the House of Representatives on the projeet that -
13 elades an evaluation of the data collected from the
14 prejeet:

16 the term “unmanned system’ means—

20 Law H2-95; 49 156 44802 note));

21 S bt RtHed tarte stefaee sestets atd
22 05 st ed e stthstrefaee sestens

23 e Cosr
24 atfrer the dibe of the epaetiment of s Aol the Come
25 mandant shall provide to Coneress an estimate of the eosts

tater than 1 year
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ter 3 of title 14; United States Code; is amended by strik-
tre the et rebrtine to seetor 39 amd tsertire te fol-

trbhish o et of aetivities to eoorditnte the offorts of
the Const Guard to develop and matare artifieind -
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mandant shall destenate a sentor offternd of the
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Joint Avtificiat Iteltie Conter

THACRAE BYREHHGENCEE AND MACHIENE HEARN-
Gaard—
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1 use the flexibility of regulations; personnel
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ton; and
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1 the Commandant shall submit to the Committee on
6 SEC. 234. REVIEW OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE APPLICA-
7 TIONS AND ESTABLISHMENT OF PERFORM-
8 ANCE METRICS.

10 date of the enaetment of this Aet; the Commandant
11 shal—

13 tetheence and diettal technoloey to the platforms;
14 processes; atd operations of the Coast Guard:

18 atrel

19 5} estabhsh performanee ebjeetives and acecom-
20 panyine metries for the meorporation of artifietal 1
21 telieence and diettal readiness mto sueh platforms;
22 proeesses; and operations:

23 it PEREFoRMAECE OBHEEPRES 25 oMoy b va
24 MerRIcS—
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car-
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25
tartiony
atel
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56
ot Appropriations of the House of Representatives a re-
port eh—
) the findines of the Commandant with re-
and HH); and

S pifieint intelie obientions stk

tion with the Commander of United States Cvber Com-
mands and the Direetor of the Cyberseenrity and Infra-
ediies sover)
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ehicing—
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SEG: 237 STUDY ON GYBER THREATS TO THE UNITED
STATES MARINE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM.
of the United States shall commence a study on evber
tent
1 The extent to which the Coast Guard;
sels regulated under part 1045 105; or 106 of title

*S 4802 RS
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29
23 The manner i which the Coast Guard en-
demands:

21 treHer General shal sabmit & report on the findines of
22 the stide to the Comttee on Cotereer Sefehees ahd
23 Treansportation of the Senate and the Committee on
24 Freansportation and hfeasteaeture of the House of Rep-

25

D .
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60
SEC. 241. SPACE-AVAILABLE TRAVEL ON COAST GUARD
AIRCRAFT: PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION AND
ELIGIBLE RECIPIENTS.
to as the ‘programs
i & badeetnentral manner:

orats
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shall not be required to reimburse the Const Guard for
“e} Subject to sabseetion (d); the entesories of elioi-
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# vorhd Frforted Serviees enttention ad Privt-
S Subjeet to subsection G veterans with s
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shatt—
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for an mdivichiad desertbed 1 paraeraph 2 and a sthele
ndividual; at a priority level 1 the same eategory as the
2} Subjeet to paragraph (35 paragraph (B apphes

who—
A pestdes e e b deeated w0 Eorrens
“B) i3 referred by a military or ervilan pri-
possesston to & speetalty eare provider for serviees to
13 o retired member of a reserve component who s teh-
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= the travet frot the Cottrotsseadth or pos-
=BG the et feaeek
siders ahd Sspeehtts exre providers refer to o medientd or
to & veteran ehetble for travel purstant to paragraph (4
pendent of such a member ehetble for travel under this
seetton:
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atreraft; or related equipment or faethttes; tsed or

at Sprtee-nenthtble basts—

BERS POINT HANGAR-
Heouse of Representatives a report on factlities reetire-
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1 trents for constrnetine a hanear at Coast Guard A Sta-

3

O© o0 9 N »n A~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
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24

trets For stieh brtenr to hotses Biettadte aid opet-
of the Const Grard and partner agencies; such as
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tHot

SEG: 243: STUDY ON THE OPERATIONAL AVAILABILITY OF

COAST GUARD AIRCRAET AND STRATEGY
FOR COAST GUARD AVIATION.

et SRy —

& stady on the operational availability of Coast
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which the Coast Guard s operatine a report on the
which the Coast Guard i3 operating shall develop &
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sets: the loeations at which sueh assets ave o
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Subtitle F—Workforce Readiness
serve for a fiseal year by a number equal to not more than
3 pereent of steh end streneth upon a determination by
the Seeretary that sueh a variation is i the national mter-
est:
Reserve by & number equal to not more than 2 pereent
of such anthorized end streneth wpon & determination by
SEC. 252. NUMBER AND DISTRIBUTION OF OFFICERS ON
ACTFIVE DUTY PROMOTION HIST:
B Mot NOMBER 6F OFFHCERS—Sectioh
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permitted ander that paragraph by ap te 4 pereent
misstonine of a Coast Guard Aeademy elass:

erease; and
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Esr—
%3 5113. Officers not on active duty prometion list
Prestdent stbits to Cotoress o budeet prestatt to see-
et aeenetes on a retmbursable basis; and the namber of
aeenRetes of o hor-retmbrrsable basts buat are not on the
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SEG: 253. CONTINUATION ON ACTIVE DUTY OF OFFICERS

WITH CRITICAL SKILLS.
title 4, United States Code; 18 amended by adding at the

u( ) By GENER : m C ] Lo

ecer possesses a erttiead skl or speetalts or 18 1 a eareer
FrHib—The Commandant shal destenate + or tore ertt-
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TORS:
servHe H a preventton posthon and asstened as a marie

Representatives a briefine on any uses of the an-
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fa) 18 not exereised; a detated justifieation for
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i steh posttions for a pertod of not less than least

inetdent; steh a8 a vessel easualty; that
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systems; speetfteally with respeet to the expo-
the House of Representatives a report on the find-
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SEG: 255 EXPANSION OF THE ABILITY FOR SEEECTION
BOARD TO RECOMMEND OFFICERS OF PAR-
TICUEAR MERIT FOR PROMOTION:

SEG: 256: PAY AND ALLOWANCES FOR CERTAIN MEMBERS

OF THE COAST GUARD DURING FUNBDING

GAP-
i By GEvER—DPre o fondiie onpr Hhe See-
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{2) the payment of a death eratuity ander see-
Coast Grard;
i the tetporars cottitthttion of o baste aHow-
of a fisead vear for whteh mtertm or ful-vear approprra-

MENT PROGRAM.
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1 “§2772. Eduecation loan repayment program: mem-

2 bers on aetive duty in speecified military
3 specialties

6 Y any loan mmade; insureds o eunranteed
7 ander part B of tithe IV of the Hicher Iidueation
9 B} any loan made under part D of sueh title
10 {the William D~ Ford Federal Direet Loan Proerany
11 20 U5 1087 a et seq:

12 HEC) any loan made under part £ of sueh title
13 20 U5 108Faa et seg); or

14 D any loan thenrred for edueationad prrposes
15 made by a lender that 18—

17 States

18 “hGi a finanetal or eredit mstitation Gn-
19 cluding an msuranee eompany) that s subjeet
20 to examination and suapervision by an ageney of
21 the Hnited States or any State;

22 “{iH & pension fand approved by the See-
23 retary for purposes of His seetion: or

24 “v) & nonprofit private entity destenated
25 by a State; reenlated by sueh State; and ap-
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formed on active duty as a member 1 an officer program
“e I & portion of a loan 18 repaid under this seetion
thortze refundine any repayment of a loan:
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o Exeept o person desertbed te stbseeton 03 who
ment of loans ander seetion 16301 of title 10; a member
a fmp st of any loah repayment due to a member vhder
o Wttt aoreetent Hiat extsted ot the tire of o trembers
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4 SEC. 258. RETIREMENT OF VICE COMMANDANT.

5 Secttort 33 of Hte e Frited States Codes i
6 wmended—

8 foHoves:

9 2 A Viee Commandant who is retired swhile
10 servite as Viee Conorendant, after serving not less
11 than 2 vears as Viee Commuandant: shall be retived

13 Hot S ahd

14 23 1 stbseetion (e by strikine “or Yiee Com-
17 as Viee Commandant’™

18 SEC. 259. REPORT ON RESIGNATION AND RETIREMENT
19 PROCESSING TIMES AND DENIAL.

20 for By GEERAE—Not fater than 30 davs after the
21 date of the ennetment of this Aet; and annaadly thereafter;
22 the Conanandant shall sabmit to the Committee on Con-
23 meree; Setenee; and TPransportation of the Senate and the
24 Committee ot Transportation and hfrastraetire of the
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I Hetse of Representatives; a report that evaluates restena-

5 year—

9 sertbed i paragraph (b

10 5} the pereentage of requests for steh aetions
11 that had a ecommand endorsement;

12 4 the pereentage of reguests for sueh aetions
13 that did not have a command endorsement; and

14 5} for each demal of a request for a comand
15 endorsement and each fathare to take action on sueh
16 a regtiests a detated desertption of the rationede for
17 steh dental or fathare to take such aetion:

18 SEC. 260. CALCULATION OF ACTIVE SERVICE.

20 trente eommunieation; before the date of the enaetment
21 of the Withtam M- (Mae) Thornberry Nattonad Pefense Au-
22 therization et for Fisead Year 2021 (Pubhe haw Hb6—
23 283; 134 Stat 3588 by a representative of the Coast
25 svnrd totrd aetive servtee for the prepose of rettretnent
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whom & deseription was provided:
CEDURE REVIEW:
dhares:
FA Const Guaed comphianee with ol apphi-
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System”  tssted  en May 19, 2006
{COMDTNST MI850-2D); and
G} the Physient Disability Bvatuat
ALCEPSC 036/20)-
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bers:
5 The feastbthty of establishine a pro-
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and Infrastraetare of the House of Representatives & re-
A A regquirement that a member of the
Const Grards or the eonnsel of sueh a member;
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the Persontel Service Center; or other Coast
the member-
ber or the eounsel of the member i85 neot re-
there s a legitimate health and safety need for
the member to be exeluded from such commu-
safety of the member; command; or any other

{& An option to allow a member of the
Coast Grard to initiate an evaluation by a Med-
provider; has ratsed a eoncern about the abiity
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SESSMENTS OF CERTAIN PERSONNEL:

) the erade of O—6-

member of the Coast Guard shall underee &
) the erade of E-9; and
5+
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l(lad(ll Shi r’ (303“5]{1“?:
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1 SEC. 263. PROMOTION PARITY.

3 21154a) of title 14; United States Code; 18 amended—

4 1 1 paragraph (s by striking = and™ and
5 HSeRHHE o setteotots

6 t2) 1 paragraph (2); by striking the pertod at
10 for promotion to a rank above hentenant; any ered-
11 tble mformation of an adverse natare; meluding any
12 stbstantiated adverse findine or concluston from an
16 National Defense Authorization Aet for Fseal Year
17 204 Pubhe Law H3-66; 10 56 1561 nete);
18 shall be farnished to the seleetion board i aceord-
19 attee with standards and procedures set out t the
21 th SPEeRE SERRereN Riavaay Boakbs—

22 B by eENgERrRAE—Subehapter $ of ehapter 24
23 of tHitle 14; United States GCode; is amended by -
24 sertine after seetion 2420 the followine:
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that a person recommended by a promotion board for pro-
motion to a erade at or below the erade of rear admirad
=23 H oa person and the reeommmenditton for pro-
by a speetal seleetion review board eonvened under this
the Sennte; as appheable; or tneluded on a pro-
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tithes
a person and recommendine whether the recommendation
seettot; & speetad seleetion review board eonvened whder
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2HH5(aH3) of this tithe:

49} The farnishine of information to & speeint selee-
24 erned by the standards and procedures referred to i see-
25 tion 2115 of this tithe:

[\OJE \O)
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“EHAY Before sdorrnttion on o person deserthed
paragraph (B} s farnished to a speetal seleetion review
sure that—

i) subjeet to subparagraphs {6} and (D) the
person 13 afforded a reasonable epportanity to sub-
“B) H mformation on a person desertbed t para-

maxtmam extent practieable; be furnished a summary of
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“H Fhe cottments on tformation of a person de-
= Fhe ttoht to stbiit cotents to o speetd
atrel mformation o o person nhnder this seetion; the speetad
& speetal seleetion review board for purpeses of paragraph
4 # & manner that does not tdteate or diselose the per-
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protetion of a person shotdd be sustatned under this see-
Hon, a speetal seleetion review board shall; to the ereatest

“4) The recommendation for promotion of & person

eoreerned: and

“5) A recomnendation for promotion of a persen
may be suastained uwnder Hhis seetion only by a vote of &
board:

“6) H & speetad seleetion review board does not sus-
tath o recotrmendation for promotion of a person tnder
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ner as they apply to the report and proceedines of & pro-
of & speetal seleetion review board convened thder Hhis see-
for promotion to the next heher erade of a person whese
s00h a8 practteable; be appeotnted to that erade th accord-
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Hhe tertt promotion bonrds teats o seleetton bontd con-
“fe} H the Seeretary mkes o recommendation under
a report of a seleetion board and the recommendation is
able to that officer: The officer shall then be afforded =
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eeedines of a eonrt-martial or a board of officers are
B A ertmnad proceedine 1 a Federal or
formation of an adverse nature; eludine a stubstan-
HIHA) Subjeet to subparagraph B & promoetion
ble—
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vened tder seetion 21200 of this fitle issties rees
“B) Unless the Seeretary determines that &
frether debiy is necessary i the pablic tterests o
promeotion ey not be delaved whder this subseetion
subseetion and who is subsequently promoted shalt be
motion Hst in the erade to which promoted that he would
SEC. 264. PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM TO DIVERSIEY THE
COAST GUARD:.
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103
) seek to enter tto 1 or more partherships

ith elioible entities
rtrrpd ertreers:

2} enter o a partnership with an existhe

() an institation of hisher eduention (as de-
fined in seetion 101+ of the Hisher Bdueation Aet of
(2} an institetion that provides a level of edu-
cationat attainment that is less than a bachelors de-

grees
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£33 & part B institaton {as defined 1 seetton
4 a Tribal College or tniversity {as defined 1
HHeten s
{9 a Native Amertean—serving nontribal mstita-

SEC: 265: EXPANSION OF COAST GUARD JUNIOR RESERVE

OFFICERS’ TRAINING CORPS:

sttt e
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towing:
opetatte shaH sttt ot o Hes o Jtor Reserve OF-

SEG: 266: IMPROVING REPRESENTATION OF WOMEN AND
RACIAL AND ETHNIC MINORITIES AMONG
COAST GUARD ACTIVE-DUTY MEMBERS.

*S 4802 RS



O o0 N N W B W =

[\© TN NG T N T NG R NS R NS R N e T e e T e T e e T
b A W D = O O NN NN R, WD = O

106
Coast Grard of—
£ swotnets and
the House of Representatives a report on the aetions
Center-

*S 4802 RS



107

3 SEC. 267. STRATEGY TO ENHANCE DIVERSITY THROUGH

4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

RECRUITMENT AND ACCESSION:

straeture of the House of Representatives & report

eattonal mstitations at the hieh sehool and
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6 ttodHted of exprtded to ethtree diversts e pe-
0 SEC. 268. SUPPORT FOR COAST GUARD ACADEMY.

10 far IN GENERAL—=ubelapter H ool ehipter 9 of Hide
11 4 Hrited States Code; 1s amended by addine ot the end
12 the followine:

13 “§953. Suppert for Coast Guard Aeademy

14 “ay AEPHORITY—

16 MENTS—A) The Commuandant may enter eontraect

17 and eooperative agreements with 1 or more gualtfied
19 letie programs of the Coast Guard Aeadeny=

20 “B) Netwithstanding seetton 25040 of title
21 10; the Commandant may enter into sueh contraets
22 and eooperative agreements on a sole seuree basis
23 parestant to seetion 2504 eH5) of tite 10

24 o) Notwithstandine chapter 65 of title 315 &
25 ecooperative aereement tnder His seetton thay be
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e mto & eontract or eooperative agreement under
econtract or eooperative agreement; and
pearance of tegrity of any program of the De-
3 Hhasts—or the purpese of sapperting
504tar13); rent or lease real property located at the
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Coast Guard Aeademy to a qualified oreanmization;
exeept that proceeds from steh a lease shall be re-
“H ArrHoRrIPY—To the extent regutred by a
to & qualified oreanization while the qualified oreant-
tHon-
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to ecarry ottt any responstbtttyr or duty 1 a fair
Gt o o vttt Hvolved He stedt v pro-
thorize a gqualified organtzation to enter into heens-
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the Commandant:
49} Lpsparions—A leensing ketine o
or duty 1 a fair and objeettve manner; or
cotnprotise the HteerHy or appearanee of -
OF DIREeTORS—A qualifted oreanization 13 & destenated
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seetion swith respeet to a qualified oreanization s avatable

1 to quaddy as a nonprofit oreantration
and

gatton—

empt from taxation ander sabseetion () of that see-
Adumni Associntion solely for the purpese of sap-
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currienlar pregrams: autherity te man-
age apprepriated funds in same manner
as nonapprepriated funds
“ar AFHORMEY—TR the ease of a Coast Guard
reational extraeurrienlar program’ means an athletie or
welfare; or reereation prograt-
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= Fhe prootatt + tot o private orortstion
and 18 not eperated by a private oreanization
iy to mannge approprinted funds i same manner as non-
SONNEL:
& trainine eourse; which shall be administered 1 persen;
Gard seleeted for a posthon as a feHows Hatsons eonnsel;
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e85
=4 the Setrte advtee ahd eotsent proe-
o) the Senate advice and eonsent proe-
relevatts and
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member of the Coast Guard selected for a position de-
hsh a streateey to Hnprove meentives to attract and retain
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eareer path; mehading a poltey that enables members
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a stady en the presence of extremism within the

and

*S 4802 RS



O o0 N N B W

[\© TN NG N N T NG I NG I NS R N e T e e T e T e e T
b A W D= OO0 NN NN R, WD = O

121
stady; melading a desertption of the recommendations
Commandant shall provide & briefineg to the Committee on
SEG: 272: STUDY ON PERFORMANCE OF GCOAST GUARD
FORCE READINESS COMMAND:.
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1 of the Frited States shall commence a stady on the per-

4 far shall mehide an assessment of the folowies

7 Coast Guard werkforee:

9 Command—

10 &) has assessed performance; pohey; and
11 tratnine comphanee aeross Foree Readiness
12 Commuand headerarters and field anits; and the
13 restalts of any sueh assessment; and

15 Guard trainine to mateh the fature demands of
16 the Coast Guard with respeet to erewth i
18 frastraetare; and mereased elobal misston de-
19 mands relating to the Aretie and Western Pa-
21 {e) REporr—Neot later than 1 year after the study
22 required by subseetion (&) commences; the ComptroHer
23 General shall submit to the Cotmittee o Comeree;
24 Setenee; and Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
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of Representatives a report on the findines of the study
SEC. 273. STUDY ON FREQUENCY OF WEAPONS TRAINING
FOR COAST GUARD PERSONNEL:
a stiady to assess whether enrrent weapons teathine re-
{a) shall—
{1 assess whether there s & need to improve

2} identity—

Hkely to enstre adequate weapons tratnings pro-
ated

{6} any ehallenge posed by & transtton to
essary to address saeh a ehallenees
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& report on the findines of the study condueted under sub-

Subtitle G—Miseelaneous

Previsions
TAIN OPERATIONS.

31 a dedieated budeet hne tem that adequatelsy represents
a ealenlation of the annual eosts and expenditures of per-

1 o expenses related to the Coast Guards
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SEG: 282: COAST GUARD ASSISTANCE TO UNITED STATES
SECRET SERVICE.
departents—
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“Director:
sertbed i subseetion (o) during & fiseal year in addition
to the amount speetfied i subparaeraph &Y on o rein-
SEC. 283. CONVEYANCE OF COAST GUARD VESSELS FOR

PUBLIC PURPOSES:.

HA28 5—

of sueh Htes
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[E—

and

O o0 9 AN U Bk~ W

ehapter 5 of tide 14 Haited States Code; s amend-
19 section tat is amended—
20 1 by mmendine sabsection tad to read as fol-
21 foves:
22 S IN GENERAL—On0 request by the Commandant,
24 may teansfer ownership of a Coast Guard vessel or atreraft
25 toan elictble entity for educationad, ealtural, historieasd

I e e S N
whnm A~ W D = O
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4 Y 1 paragraph (H—

6 beine processed” after “vessels’s and

7 G by inserting < as in effeet on the
8 dhte of the enmetment of the Conast Greed
9 Anthorization Aet of 20227 after “Code of
10 Federal Reenlations’s

12 effeet on the date of the enactment of the Coast
13 Guard Authorization Aet of 20227 after “such
14 e el

15 {6} 1 paragraph (3); by steiking “of the
16 Const Grard

17 SEC. 284. COAST GUARD INTELLIGENCE ACTIVATIES AND

18 EMERGENCY AND EXTRAORDINARY EX-
19 PENSES.

21 seetton {h) and swith sums made avatable to the Pirector
22 of the Coast Guard Counterintelligence Serviee; the Com-
24 ecountermtellioence aetivities of any confidentind; emer-
25 wenes; of extirobdiits trttee that entiot be atttetpated

*S 4802 RS
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sehey; oF extraordinary hatare and steh a eertiteation 8
to obheate or expend the funds i exeess of
(2) REGEIREMENTS FOR EXPENDIPERES IN BX-
CESS 6F #25:000—The Commandant tmy not obh-

*S 4802 RS
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mandant isstues a watrver under this subseetion; the Com-

B provide a briefing to the approprinte
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) A justifteation of why other anthorities
shall be exeented 1 & manner that dees not eontravene;
SFESST HHHE S —
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3 SEC. 285. TRANSFER AND CONVEYANCE.

4 o By ERE—

8 seetion {e) a pareel of the real property desertbed m
9 paraeraph (2); tehuding any Hnprovements thereons
11 seeh environmental or remediation of stbstanees th-
12 known that May exast oy of emanate from; sueh
13 pareek

16 bama; located at 100 Aeassiz Street; and eonsisting
17 of & total of approximately 3563 aeres: The exaet
18 aereage and leeal deseription of the pareel of sueh
19 property to be transferred or conveyed 1 aceordance
20 with subseetion b} or {e); respeetively; shall be de-
21 termined by & survey satisfactory to the Com-
22 mandant:

23 hi Fer mH SEerbEramy o Hisdern soeb Heaes

25 in subseetion {a); to the Seeretary of Health and Human

*S 4802 RS
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Envirenmental Setenees Consortian, & unit of the govern-
VEYANCE—

) Praasves—
eosts to be inenrred by the Coast Guard; or re-
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oFr aeeotnt
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1 SEC. 286. TRANSPARENCY AND OVERSIGHT.

Nole R e Y, e~ L OV R \O)
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A makine or awardine a erant alleeation
) makine or awardine a contraet; other
tsste a letter of intent totaline more than
) makine a sele-sotree erant avward: or
geaph Gy (B (6} er Py meluding & eon-
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2 seetion shall mekade—

3 25 the ottt of the avenids

5 the award sere appropriated:

6 £€) the tvpe of eontract

10 5 the aceount from which the funds are
11 to be drawn:

14 eomphance with subseetion (o) world pose a substantial
15 risk to human He; health; or safety; the Seeretary—

16 ) may make an award or isste o letter de-
18 reeaired under that sabseetion: and

22 {6 APPHEABHTY—>ubsection {a) shall not apply

*S 4802 RS
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SEG: 287 STUDY ON SAFETY INSPECTION PROGRAM FOR
CONTAINERS AND FACILITIES.
Berder Proteetion; shall eomplete a study on the safety
23 A determination of—

*S 4802 RS
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138
the preeeding Ho-year period; as eompared to
vear pertod; there have been a sufftetent num-

22 after the date of the enactment of this Aet; the Com-
23 mandant shall sabmit to the Committee on Commeree;
24 Setenees and Fransportation of the Senate and the Com-
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TITEE HH—ENVARONMENT

Subtitle A—Marine Mammals
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Codes
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ponent ations individuatly identified Gneludine

SEG: 312: ASSISTANCE TO PORTS TO REDUCE THE IMPACTS

OF VESSEL TRAFFIC AND PORT OPERATIONS
ON MARINE MAMMALS:

24 dhtte of the etmetment of this et the Frder Seeretaess

25
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142
meastres that will lead to a quantifiable reduetion

1 a port anthority for a port:

ment; or an Adaska Native or Native Hawattan entt-
t¥ that has jurisdiction over a marttime port anthor-
ship wth & port; or

4 a eonsortirm of entittes desertbed 1 para-

*S 4802 RS
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mamals:

3 assist perts that pese a hicher relative
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tHon-

seettor {a);

anratlys the Hnder Seeretary shall make avaitable to the
prblie on & publiely aecessible internet website of the Na-

Hotad Oeentte and Atmospherte Adisteation a report

*S 4802 RS
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) B arpirab—There s anthotrized 0 be

*S 4802 RS



O o0 9 O D kA WD =

|\ TN NG I N T NG I NG I N e N e T e e T e e e T
LN A W D= O O NN NN RN = O

146
SEG: 313: NEAR REAL-TIME MONITORING AND MITIGATION

PROGRAM FOR LARGE CETACEANS:
desten and deploy a cost-effeetive; effictent; and results-
EOREErH;
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to effectively reduee takes Tax defined in section
steeessor regulations) of large eetaceans;

hods: and mitient e
Atlantie richt wheles (referred to in this seetion as
the “pilot projeet) for the purpeses of mforming
nation with the heads of other relevant Federal
rearines o treratory habitats of North Atlantie

*S 4802 RS
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atees
deploy a near real-time monitoring system for North
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HY Hrteotntes Hew tent pend-tne Hot-

atret
able to eeean users:
4 REporPs—
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able to the pubhes o prelimnary report on
HH An assessment of the man-

whales:
5 A plan to communieate the
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thb) a strategte plan to ex-

*S 4802 RS



O o0 N N B W =

O TN NG N N T NG I NS R NS R N e T e e T e T e e T
b A W D= OO NN NN R, WD = O

153
{fee} the loenttons or speetes
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SEC. 314. PILOT PROGRAM TO ESTABLISH A CETACEAN
DESK FOR PUGET SOUND REGION.
o ESPABHSHRENY—

establish a pHot program to establish a Cetacean

*S 4802 RS
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tors as required by paragraph {1 persontel of the
petrty ahd Hie Frder Sectetrts te erter Hbo o teto-
propricte:
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Ltions and eidel o

of faree ectnecats;

*S 4802 RS
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reeaired by subseetion {8); mehadine & quantifieation
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and

gratt—

P20t eontinee fodevelop and apply standard-
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e AFFHORIAATION 6F APPROPREATIONS—There 18
for O SptHs database for a stecessor database) tsed by
TERIA.
«$323. Western Alaska Oil Spill Planning Criteria

Program
“tar BsrantrstpiNt—There 18 estabhished within

the Coast Guard a Western Maska OH SpiH Platine Gt
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3

O o0 9 N W A

10
11
12
13
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mandant shall seleet & permanent ervibah eareer em-
plosee threueh a competitive seareh proeess for a
LAY the primary duty of whom shall be to

44(9) P

Program Manacer shall devel e for
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B>

shall—

and
respeet o a vessel; eomphianee with na-

gratt
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sevibed i part 135 of tithe 330 Code of
tios);

to activation of a vessel response plan;
ers and operators i preparine a vessel re-
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pertathte to an Tndian Tribe or a Trtbal orenniza-

*S 4802 RS



167
sel response plan’ means a plan required to be sub-
mitted by the owner or operator of a tank vessel or

[E—

a hontank vessel under reewlations issued by the
ehapter 5 of He He Frited Strtes Codes 15 aend-

O o0 9 AN U B~ W

I S Y SN S
B~ W NN = O

15 H WESTPERY Mk O SeHE Paeybvye Rt
16 +ERIA—

17 H AHRBMENE—Seetton SHHT of the Fed-
18 et Water Pobliten Sonteol Aet o550 s
19 132+ 18 amended by addine at the end the fol-

20 Fovetos

21 “ AFFERNATRE PEHANNENG €RIFFERIA  PRO-
22 GRAM—

23 “Y brrparrons—h this paraeraph:
24 Y ARPERNATRE  PRAYNENG  €RE-

25 EREA—The term ‘alternative plannine

*S 4802 RS
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tithe 33, Code of Federal Reeulations {as
responsibility of the Western Adaskn Captain of
nine eriterin established pursaant to this sab-
seettot are Happropriate for a vessel operatie
i that area; a respense plan required under
paragraph (5} with respeet to a diseharge of ot
for sueh a vessel shall eomply with the plannine

u(@) REEATION T6 NATIONAEL PEANNENG

to a discharee of o from a vessel desertbed

*S 4802 RS
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stbparagraph (B); apply i hen of any alter-
erating in that area prior to the date on which

T oF PEANNENG SRE-

*S 4802 RS
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and arrival on the seene of a worst
threat of steh a discharge; oceurrihe
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SO Speeifs o min
fereth of time that approval of a re-

President may approve & response plan for a
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tional plannine erteria are mmappropriate for a
Port Zone:
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of the Port Zone;
“Git the anthortty of a Federal On-
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3 rormental  noteovernmentad  orenntrations lo-
10 tHohs

12 than 2 yvears after the date of the enaetment of
13 this Aet; the Seeretary shall submit to Coneress
15 tton of paragraph {9 of seetton 315> of the
16 Federal Water Poellation Contrel Aet (33 56
17 132469

18 SEC. 323. ACCIDENT AND INCIDENT NOTIFICATION RELAT-
19 ING TO PIPELINES.

20 frr Bpet—=tthseetion fet of section 9 of the Pipe-
22 of 200 (9 s 60T netes Pabhe fee H2-004 15
23 repended:
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O o0 N N W B W =

[\ I \© R \O I O R N e e e e e e T e e
(USSR =N <N e ) U B O N S =

178
a spill of national sienificanee that resalts i extraordinary
submit to Coneress & report deseribine the spill of national
SEC. 325. CALCULATION OF INTEREST ON DEBT OWED TO
THE NATIONAL POLLUTION FUND-
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2} by addine at the end the followine:
SEC. 327 ACCESS TO THE OIL SPILL LIABILITY TRUST
FUND.
s 2952 i atnended by strtkite subsecton tht and
b

*S 4802 RS
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) to earry owt seetion 31He) of the

eraph 1 15 not adequate to earey out the ae-
Comst Grrd tay obtattt 4 oor trore advtees
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S the amount advaneeds and

Iand when; and to the extent that; removal
pended=

H m sabseetion (aHB); by striking “by =
“hy a State; a politieal subdiviston of a State; or an
Indian tribe; pursuant to & cost-reimbursable agree-

177
Y
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“Lehy P 3

tertt sttbdhvtston of o Stater of o hadb tethe 0 obh-
that tie shall apply to a costretmbursable aeree-
& program—
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3 e

8 Systent; and

9 {65 responses to oif spil ineidents that re-
10 eatre mobthzation of contracted response re-
11 sotrees;

12 2} to update; not less frequently than anntally;
13 HHortton cottatied e the Const Gied Respotse
14 Resottree Inventory and other Coast Guard tools
16 s Fespotse eqtiptietts <o s to enstre Hint sueh
17 formatton retaths etrrent: and

18 3} subjeet to seetion 552 of title H; United
19 States Code {eommonly known as the “freedom of
20 Information AetD; to make data eolleeted under
21 paraeraph () avatable to the pubhe:

22 b Porrer—Not later than 1 year after the date
23  of the enactment of this Aet; the Commandant shall issue
24 & pohey—
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1 to estabhish proeesses to mamtain the pro-
FEVIEW proeesses;

eastatttes:
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fieteney of o spit responses:

Grard: and
{6} near mss tetdents doenmented by a Yessel
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Representatives a brtefine on the statoes ol onootne

Coast Grard:
SEC. 330. REVIEW AND REPORT ON LIMITED INDEMNITY
PROVISIONS IN STANDBY OIL SPILL RE-
SPONSE CONTRACTS:
the Hotse of Representatives a report on the effeets of
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I ter a deleonter ander seetion 3HHe of the Federal Water
2 Polaten Eorrtred St 50 Bt B2 b e

3
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tted mdemmnity provided to a contractor for habilities
moved of o aristhe out of the performanee of a con-

19 SEC. 331. ADDITIONAL EXCEPTIONS TO REGULATIONS EOR

20
21

TOWING VESSELS:
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46 Code of Federdd Reomdations for stecessor reottht-
etse; and
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not a vessel earrving off a8 & primary eareo:
Subtitle C—Envirenmental
Cemplianee

eomplete a review of existing anchorage reenlations or
of ettretient of His et the Seeretrrs shalt provide a
SEC. 342. STUDY ON IMPACTS ON SHIPPING AND COMMER-
CIAL; TRIBAL; AND RECREATIONAL FISH-
ERIES FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OF RENEW-

ABLE ENERGY ON THE WEST COAST.
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Code:
National Aeademy of Setenees shall earry out a study to—

ered waters;
all eovered waters;
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24 attere—
areas for renewable enerey sttes and outhne a com-
shal—
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Subtitle DP—Envirenmental Issues
TION AND BOATING TRUST FUND ADMINIS-
TRATION.
Restoration et (6 5 et BB
e and
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torrton et (46 Fos 66%cb - BHT 5 aend-
S4bbY the ehanee relative to
Hoss 6690t 18 amended—
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1 SEC. 352. IMPROVEMENTS TO COAST GUARD COMMUNICA-

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

TION WITH NORTH PACIFIC MARITIME AND
FISHING INDUSTRY:

avatable to the publie on a publiely aceessible
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straeture of the House of Representatives a report
that—

every 48 hours;

mplement the plan and provides a budeetary
4 CONPENGENEY PHAN-
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) to develop and advertise a wweb-
a budeetary assessment neecessary o Hh-
plement the phan:
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prblish on a publiely available internet webstte & plan for
this seettot; the term “eovered fishine vessel” means a
vessel that eperates exelusively i one; or both; of the
that—
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1 H was constraeteds under constraetion; or
2 ander eontract to be construeted as a fish tender
3 vessel before Jannary 15 1980:

4 £29 vers cotverted for tse s o fish terder vessed
5 before Jannary 15 2022; and—

6 A the vessel has a earrent stability letter
9 Code; and

10 B) the hull and internal straeture of the
12 serviee as examined by o marthe stevevor of an
13 orentzation aecepted by the Seeretary 2 tines
14 i the 5 years preceding the date of the deter-
15 mination ander this subseetion; with no mterval
16 of more that 5 vears bebween stueh exata-
17 totss or

18 £3) operates part-tine as o fish tender vessel
19 for & pertod of less than 180 days:

21 the period heoinning on the date of enactient of this Aet
22 and endine on the date that 18 3 vears after the date on
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2 wessels:

3 &) GAO Reror—

4 H B anBrE——vot hrter than 32 trorths
7 the Committee on Cotrmeree; Setenee; and Frans-
10 Representatives—

11 &) a report on the safety and seawortht-
13 of title 46; tnited States Code; and

14 B} recommendations for exempting eer-
15 tain vessels from the load line requirements
16 ander ehapter 51 of title 46 of sueh Code:

17 2y EvmsNes—The report reguired under
19 9 An assessment of stabtiy  reetire-
21 502 H5) of title 46; United States Ceode:
22 B) An analysis of vessel easualties; mis-
23 haps; or other safety mformation relevant to
25 e prrt-tire s o fish tender vessek
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of the report—
vessehs: and

aeademtas
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3

O o0 9 N W A~

10
11
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17
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21
22
23
24

Foreced Labor Prevention

means any labor or serviee provided for or obtatned
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3 5 SEAreob—The term “seafood” means al
7 essed fishs

11 i subpart Q of part 300 of title 50; Code of Federal
13 ) SEeRETARY—The term “Seeretary” means
14 the Seeretary of Commeree; actine threueh the Ad-
15 msteator of the Nuationad Oeceatte and Atmos-

16 pherte Admintstration:

17 CHAPTER 1—COMBATING HUMAN TRAF-
18 FICKING THROUGH SEAFOOD IMPORT
19 MONITORING

22 CIAL ENVIRONMENT MESSAGE SET.

23 The Seeretary; th eoordination with the Commis-
24 stoner of Fos Castoms and Border Proteetion. shadl, not
25 later thanh 6 months after the date of enactment of this
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Aet; develop o steateey to mmprove the euality and

O o0 N N B W =

[ w—
e

s amended—
and

e T S e =
o N O W»n B~ W

lowing:
23 it PROHBHON 6y SeahEaYED et Pavey

[\ N N e O R
[\ I e BN o)
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Haports with respeet to & given year:
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04 et seg)s
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seq); and

H8tathH 1s amended—
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Aet of 2022y or foreed labor {as defined i see-
6%“5‘)(%(5).’7.

FobHbH s aended—
stbparaeraph:

Py detatts; for a pertod of not more than H4
to be perishable: sell and retain the proceeds there-
from for a pertod of not more than 23 davss

GRAM.
than 120 davs affer the end of each fiseal vear sabmit
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8 processed; or manufactured by foreed labor: Kach saeh re-

11 ) Contrvps—aach report stbmtted under sub-
12 seetton ) shal elade—
13 1 the volume and value of seafood speetes sub-

14 jeet to the Seatood hmport Monttorte Prograt; re-
16 the Frtted Strtes eodess tpotted dirte the pre-

17 vious fisead year;
18 24 the erforeettett aetivibes and priorttes of

19 the National Marine Fisheries Serviee with respeet
20 to implementing the reqiirements nnder the Seafood
21 Lmpert Monitorine Program:

22 3 the pereentage of mmport shipments sabjeet
23 to the Seafood Import Monitorine Prosram selected
24 for inspeetion or the information or records sup-
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1 tion 300324d) of title 50; Code of Federal Reenla-
2 tons;

7 tions of State or Federal law diseovered throueh the
11 most prevalent;

12 1 the loeation of eateh or harvest with respeet
14 {5} wwere most prevalent;

16 anee ecomptting and asseciated eosts; that the See-
17 retary teeds to tnprove the effteacs of the Seafood
18 Tmport Menttorine Proeram; and

19 (91 el other information s the Seeretary
21 enforeine comphanee with the Seafood Import Mont-
22 torine Proeram-

23 SEC. 368. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

24 There 13 anthorized to be approprinted to the Com-
25 misstener of H5: Customs and Berder Protection to earry
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CHAPTER 2—STRENGTHENING INTER-
NATIONAL FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
TO COMBAT HUMAN TRAFFICKING
vessel of & nation that recerves a negative eer-
ttonr Aet 6 U5 18265 or 1826kfe)); or
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607 of sueh Aet 6 U560 1826k, wntd a
States Code; for fishine vessels of a nation that
) deny entry of that vessel to any phaee
2 For AacrroNs oF A NarroN—The See-
retary shall identifs; and hist i sueh report; & nation
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engagig  or endorstne tHegal; wnreported; o an-
reontated fishine: In determinine which nations to
Follorwine:

O o0 9 AN U B~ W
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trements; required under an mternationad
tnited States 18 a party=
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of Goods Produeed by Child Labor or Foreed

HON—
A BRRREER oF NEEPRE cRRTHY-
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i3 and 4 shall apply to any nation thet

[E—

21 “he) RBEcoRprErEPRNG REQuREMENTS—The See-
22 retary shall ensure that seafood or seafood produets an-

O o0 9 AN U B~ W
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1 seribed i part 3003240} of title 50; Code of Federal
3 SEC. 372. EQUIVALENT CONSERVATION MEASURES.

4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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A & nation H—

13 engaged; or has been engaged durine the
salted 1 byeateh of a protected hvine ma-
adopted; tmplemented; and enforeed a reg-
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RS w e H—
adepted; tmplemented; and enforced a ree-
prohibit removal of any of the fins of =

23 Proteetion Aet 36 U560 1826kt 1s amended to read
24w foHowss
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shall—

with all foreten nattons that are eneaged Hy; of a
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220
ttott of steh speetes to which the Hrtted States 8 &
party in order to muke suach treaty consistent with
the purpeses ahd policies of this seetion 2
Seetion 610¢e} of the Hish Seas Driftnet Fishine Morato-
period at the end ahd msertine < and’s and
(6 by addine at the end the followine:
the recordkeepine requirements of the Seafood
part @ of part 300 of title 50 Code of Federal
Reemtations (or any steeessor reewation)
and
3 i paragraph (5% by striking “fexeept to
the extent that sueh provisions apply to sport fishine
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1 vessels eneneed 1 tHeeal, wnreported; of nhreentated
7 lewine:

8 “H exeept as provided i paragraph (2%
9 Hes totbtboet fishe sed tbtHess of Hiite Hie
10 freds that are protected wnder Hrted States law or
13 of 1992 (36 U5 1361 et seghs

14 “B) the Endanegered Speetes Aet of 19743
15 36 U5 1531 et seqgh;

16 ) the Shark Fimine Prohibttion Aet
17 36 H-56- 1822 nete); and

18 “H) the Convention on International
19 Trade in Endanegered Speetes of Wid Fauna
20 and Hlora; done at Washineton Mareh 3; 1943
21 £2F 1 1087 S 82499 but=

22 SEC. 373. CAPACITY BUILDING IN FOREIGN FISHERIES.
23 oy Iy GENpERAE—The Seeretary of Commeree; i
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2 ernments and ervtl soetety—

3

O o0 9 N W B~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

te) REPorRPS—Section 3553 of the Maritime SAFE

the senreolot:
t2) 1 paragraph (8); by striking the pertod at
(3 by adding at the end the followine:
L9y the statis of work with elobal enforcement
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1 SEC. 374. TRAINING OF UNITED STATES OBSERVERS.

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

s atended—

the senteolot:

20 of this Aet; the Seeretary shall promdeate sueh reeula-
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TIFEE V—SUPPORT FOR COAST
GUARD WORKFORCE
Subtitle A—Suppert fer Geast
Guard Members and Families
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“a) AvrHORIFY—The Commandant may operate a

Ertrepe aed
“EB) ]] g ] . OF EXDRE .
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Department of States
=05 s o oy hotre dheentes or
that—
B} provides sueh serviees t a ehid de-
velopment eenter owned and operated by & pri-
= provides o before—sehool or  after-
sehool ehild eare proeram th a pubhe sehool fa-
ethitys

*S 4802 RS



O o0 N N B W=

e T = U =
W NN = O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
23
24
25

227
i cotdttets a sehootnee ehtd cnre o
vouth serviees program operated by a not-for-
& nanhy or ah an pair; o
ot b o provider of another ettecors of

s amended by msertine after the ftem relatine

oRAM—
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for the program to accommodate the ehild
work hours and suree or other deployment
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Coast Gaard;
G enstire a safe environment for de-
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5 5 A deseription of the ahalesis
10 Hon owith respect to the Torms of care
11 that were wltinmtels not theladed
12 the manual

13 Y Any recommendation with
14 respeet to fandine or additonal an-
15 thortties neeessary; ineladine  pro-
16 posals for decisbative ehange. 1o meet
17 the enrrent and antepated fatare
18 ehitdd eare subsidy dernds of the
19 Const Grnrds

20 SEC. 402. ARMED FORCES ACCESS TO COAST GUARD CHILD
21 CARE FACILITIES.

22 Sectort 202200 of Htbe Hh Frited States Eodes s
23 amended to read as follows:

24 Stack b The Connandant may make child develop-

25 ment serviees avatlable; t sueh priordy as the Com-
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Const Giards
members:
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1) preserve parental euardtanship rights of ea-
dets swho beecome pregnant or father a ehild while at-
resentatives a briefine on the development of the reetdn-

O o0 N N BB W

e S Y SN S
B~ W NN = O

[S—
()}

16 ines:

17 H Members of the Coast Guard face unigne
21 to members of the Coast Guard and their famihes:
22 The same stressors often disrupt or make fertthity
23 treatrrents Hpractieal or eost prohibitive:

*S 4802 RS



O o0 N N B W =

[\© TN NG T N T NG I NS R NS B N e T e e T e T e e
b A W D= OO0 NN NN R, WD = O

233
h AFFHORAATON—
Cotmandant shall estabhsh & pHot proeram for ol
terss
) examining suppert to improve access
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2022 and
June 28; 2040;
&) developing a proeess to allow assien-

Grrard reqrestine fertihty treatments to a loea-
tion condueive to recefvine treatments:
treatiment facthtes 18 not avatable or prae-
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piot prograt:
s thereatter untt the date that 18 5 vears after the
date on which the inttial report s submitted under this
stbseetiot; the Commundant shall submit a report and
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19 Guard Reanthortzation et of 2005 (Puabhe Faw H4120:
20 10 5 H3a note) i3 amended; i the matter pre-
21 eeding subparagraph (A—

23 5 hazardous’; and

24 23 by insertine <5 o a duty 1 which cheptent
25 ot other hrtrdots ettt expostire has oeetrred

e N e N
o N O W»n B~
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te]
Q1eiﬂcf 831. '1'5;)77 EH (43 ° 2

HELD FOR TAX PURPOSES FROM SEVERANCE

PAYMENTS TO VETERANS OF THE COAST
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retary of Defense {or the Seeretary of
of Transportation; with respeet to the
Seeretary of Defense {or the Seeretary
of Homeland Seetrite or the See
retary of Transportation; with respeet
to the Coast Guards as appheable)l

Coast Grard; as appheable)™ and
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are—

“AND THE SECRETARY OF THE BDEPART-
MENT IN WHICH THE €OAST GUARD IS OP-
FENSE—

atine when # 18 not eperating as a serviee i
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Guard when it 18 not operatine as a serviee
whieh # was operatine a8 a serviee 1 the
seeretary of Homeland Seeurity or the
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enbleys and

(1) IDENTHICATION OF AMOUNTS REPROPERLY

Aets sl
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SEC. 407. MODIFICATION OF BASIC NEEDS ALLOWANCE
FOR MEMBERS OF THE COAST GUARD.
GHARD—
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sttt to whieh o member of the Const Guard may—
A eleet wnder paragraph (DB} not to
recetve the aHowanee: or
h)y CoNFORMING AMENDMENTS—Such seetion is
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e “Joxeept as provided by subseetion iy a
member™s atd
B by strikine “that the member” and
“HH e the case of o temtber of the
seetion th); & member s

o SFEPY—

et a stady on food mseenrHy amone members of
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4 X cotpriisor of—
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B to tmprove aeeess to heh-grality;
affordable food within a reasonable dis-

graph 5=
) Praxn—
velop a detatled plan to mmplement the recommenda-
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the House of Representatives a briefine on the plan
Subtitle B—Healtheare
SEC. 421, DEVELOPMENT OF MEDICAL STAFFING STAND-
ARDS FOR THE COAST GUARD-
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3) Staffing levels of medieal; dental; and be-
Are—
{6 Federal ervthan employees; or
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subseetion {a) that ineludes o plan and & deseription of

ey
freerently than every 4 years:
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SEG: 422. HEAETHCARE SYSTEM REVIEW AND STRATEGIC

PLAN.
H conduet a comprehenstye revtess of the
2 develop n strateete plan for improvements
) Prav—
03 to ensure high-quality traimmg of
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23 EaHeves—The plan shal address; at =
) Quality of eare:
establish an advisory committee to conduet a com-
H + o thore tretbers of the -
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4 & medieal representative frem

Coast Grard:
mandatt & report that—
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totr

)

bility of havine a dedieated primary eare man-
stationed at o duty station;
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and
51 a desertption of the manner 1 whieh the

*S 4802 RS



O o0 9 N D kA WD =

|\ T NG T N T NG I NG I N B Y e T e e T e e e
LN A WD = O O NN NN Bl WNDY = O

256

shal develop a pohey to reeire the eolection of data re-
2022

forp—
etds;
5 dental health; and
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ments:
Commuandant:

*S 4802 RS



258

3 seetton {eH3); the Commandant shall—

4 1 publish the poliey on & publiely aceessible
6 o osrthitt te e Eomrtbtee ah Eobrerees
9 the House of Representatives a report on the poher
10 e Hhe trhier #owhied the Cotrtrrdhrit phais to
12 e+ PEriobte Hebaris—Neot less frequently than
14 the pohey

15 SEC. 424. BEHAVIORAL HEALTH POLICY.

16 o SENSE oF Covahiss— 15 the setse of Con-
17 eress that—

18 1 members of the Coast Grard—

19 &) are exposed to high-risk and eoften
20 stresstal duttes; and

21 B) should be encouraged to seek appro-
23 anee; and

24 {2) after treatment for behavioral health eondi-
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B} do not pese a risk to themselves or

23 the Commandant shall ensure that; to the extent prae-
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SEC. 425. MEMBERS ASSERTING POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS
BISORBER OR TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY:
{ar Iy GENERAL—>ubehapter T of chapter 25 of title
Seeretary shal enstre that a member of the Coast Guard
streh sextrd assadts the mfhrence of steh a condition; re-
cetves o medtenl examination to evaluate a dinehosts of
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“H a board-eertified or board-ehietble psy-

ehiatrist: or
“H> & heensed doctoratedevel psyeholo-

et or

“H a board-certified or board-chetble psy-

ehtatrist; or
“H a heensed doetorate-devel psyeholo-
eist; a deetorate-devel mental health provider; a
psyehologtst who has eompleted & 1-ear mtern-
=54 B o ense tvolettre troatnrtte broatt s the
medteal examination shall be performed by a phystateist
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SEC. 426. IMPROVEMENTS TO THE PHYSICAL DISABILITY
EVALUATION SYSTEM AND TRANSITION PRO-
GRAM:
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a related formal or mformal proeess;
to members of the Coast Guard determined by a
Systent or o relited formal or dformal process:

formal process; shall be placed 1 & duty statas that
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& member to enter permissive duty statas:
an evalnation by & Medieal Evalaation Board shall
the member:
provide sueh a member with a written separation
date upon the completion of a Medieadl Evaluation
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£ Fo provide certainty to sueh o member with
respeet to o separation date; a pohey that enstres—

thronshout the Physient Disability Bvatuat

b a ealenlation of the eosts to retain
of imitintion of an o on by & Medical

Grard; and
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5 With respeet to o member of the Coast
it extent practieable; or to be transferred to a

9 A reequirement that each respeetive eom-

40 A regquirement that; not later than ¥ days
after reeeipt of a report of a delay desertbed m para-
member 1 & Hmely manner; anless sueh delay 1

G A requirement that—

aHowed to make a regquest for a reasenable
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from a medtend or feeal professionals and
proved by the Commandant based ot a showte
wrandant shal pubhsh a Commandant straetion makine
the poliey developed ander subseetion o) & permanent pol-
fe} BRI G—Not kater than  vear after the date
and Infrastraeture of the House of Representatives &
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4 the Setnrte and the Cotrtittee on Freatsportation
10 Disabtiity Evaluation Systemr proeess has ex-
11 eeeded 90 days; and

12 B} nelndes for each sueh member—

13 1 an aeconntine of steh costs; and
14 4t the namber of days that elapsed
15 between the inttiation and completion of
17 proeess:

19 MoN—2A report under paragraph (1 shall net -
21 member of the Coast Grards

22 SEC. 427. EXPANSION OF ACCESS TO COUNSELING-

23 far By GENERAE—Not later than 180 days after the
24 date of the enactment of this Aet; the Commandant shall

*S 4802 RS
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2024 to enrry out this seetiorn
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SEC. 428. EXPANSION OF POSTGRADUATE OPPORTUNITIES
FOR MEMBERS OF THE COAST GUARD IN
MEDICAL AND REEATED FIEEDS:
GRAM.
of the Frited States shall commenee a stady ont the Coast

B An assessthent of—
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3 providers:

8 stieh members stationed at remote anits or on-
9 board Coast Guard entters at sea; and

10 5 the eosts savines assoetated with the
11 proviston ef—

12 {1 eare throueh telemedieine; and

13 1) preventative eares

14 23 An identifteation of barrters to fall use or
15 exprtstot of st proctats

16 3> A deseription of the resourees neeessary to

18 e REporr—Not later than 1 vear after eom-
19 teneine the stady required by subseetion i) the Comp-
20 treHer General shall submit to the Committee on Com-
21 thetees Seteteer ahd Fratsportaton of the Setnrte and the
22 Commtttee ot Fransportation and hnfrastracture of the
23 Hoeuse of Representatives a report on the findines of the
24 st
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1 SEC. 430. STUDY ON COAST GUARD MEDICAL FACILITIES

2 NEEDS.
3 By GENERAE—ot htter that 290 dhes after the
4 date of the enactment of this Aet; the Comptroller General

8 {a) shall inelude the followine:

11 Hes:

12 2 A summary of eapitel needs for Coast
14 repatr:

15 3 A summary of equipment uperade backlogs
16 of Coast Guard medieal faethities:

17 H i assesstient of Haprovetrents to onst
18 Guard medieal faetities; ineludine improvements to
19 P tnfeastraetare; regtired to ennable the Coast
20 Graard to fally use telemedieine and implement other
21 modernization mitativess

22 ) An evaluation of the proeess used by the

24 Coast Guard medieal facthties:
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needs:
Subtitle C—Housing
MOTE UNYTFS:
develop a steateey to Hnprove the guadity of hfe for mem-

) Methods to improve the availability or af-
fordability of housine eptions for members of the
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owted o privately rented housthes
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Sedetrees i Treamsportation of the Semrte amd the o
of Representatives & briefing on the strateey:
tertt SPetiote tHHT tetts o e toented oo dees H
COST; AND CHALLENGES.
date of the enaetment of this Aet; the Comptroller General
) the extent to which—
sutficieney; availability; and affordability of
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or
) s leeated m areas with a hieh
Heouse of Representatives a report on the findines of the
stads
Commandant shall publish a Ceast Gaard housine steat-
which shall; at & minimam—
2) melade a Coast Guard-owned honsine mfra-
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Subtitle D—Other Matters
PLIES FOR COAST GUARD PERSONNEL.
the House of Representatives o report on the avatabthits
of approprinte emergeney supphes at Conast Grrrd writs:
O Brrvmnes—The report required by subseetion
sorhek

*S 4802 RS



O o0 9 AN U B~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

279
and
{2} a proeess for periodie review and eneage-
TITELE V—MARTTIME
Subtitle A—Vessel Safety
amended—
2 of paragraph (b by thserting “phas & sar-
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1 ehiroe of 25 pereent of steh totd oot
2 after “seafarer’s and

4 SEC. 502. RECEIPTS; INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS FOR
5 ICE PATROL SERVICES.

10 SEC: 503. PASSENGER VESSEL SECURITY AND SAFETY RE-
11 QUIREMENTS.

I3 ments anthorized vnder sections 3500 of tide 46, United
IS5 defined in seetion 2101 of sueh tite, that—

16 H cntties H exeess of 2980 passetoers: ahd

17 {23 is; or was; ih operation m the nternad
18 wiarters of the United States on vovaces inside the
20 title; on or before July 24 2036

21 SEC. 504. AT-SEA RECOVERY OPERATIONS PILOT PRO-
22 GRAM.

23 0 By GEnERE—The Seeretary shall conduet o

24 pHot proeram to evalunte the potentind use of remotely
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1
2
3

O o0 9 N W A~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

281
controted or attonomons operation and monttorie of cep-
ot atHoRototss vessehss ahd
Aets
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attons without & physteal tow hne related to spaee
nautieal miles of a port
1 allew remotely controlled or autonomons
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1 ) enstre the rehable; safe; and seenre
2 operation of remotely controHed or antonomons
3 vessebss ahd

4 631 redriive ench retnotele operated of attoo-
6 of 1 or more individuals—

7 £ heldite a merehant marter eredentiad
9 Guard; and

10 5} who shal practee due reeard for the
12 to nehade eolliston aveidanee:

13 ey Rt or e 1 this see-
14 tion shal be constrred to anthortze the Seeretary to—
15 1 permit foreien vessels to participate in the
16 pthot prootam estabhished trder stbseetton fh

17 2) watve or modify appheable laws and reeunla-
18 tions under titles 33 and 46 of the thnited States
19 Code; exeept to the extent authorized under sub-
20 seetton (H2); or

22 ander mternational eonventions:

24 tix be constrted o atthorie the emplostrent wr the
25 eounstitse teade of o vesset or phrtfortn that does not meet
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Representatives a report on the state of antonomons
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port:
ssocinted technolosies on kabor inchidine
noneredentialed  workers reeardine such
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D A assesstent ahd evabtton of reen-

thder pataetaph H shal frebrder ot ot

*S 4802 RS



O o0 N N Bk W =

| \O JEE \© R NS R \O R O R e e e e e T e e e e
A W D= O O 0NN N N R WD = O

287
aeademtas
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1 SEC. 505. EXONERATION AND LIMITATION OF LIABILITY

2 FOR SMALL PASSENGER VESSELS.

4 Frited States Codes s atnended—

6 Towhie:

7 “Subchapter I—General Provisions”;

9 Towhie:

10 “Subechapter II—Exoneration and Limitation
11 of Liability™;

12 aned

15 Heehs

16 H PEREREE s —Seetion 30504 of te +Ho Fated
17 States Codes 13 amended to read as folows:

I8 #$30501 Definitions

19 “Irr this ehapter:

21 The term ‘eovered small passenger vessel—

22 “A) means a small passeneger vessel; as
23 deftred tr seetton 2404 that —

24 = Hot o whre-t-orothd ettt and
25 “Gi) earryihe—

*S 4802 RS
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[E—

2 OwER—The term -owner” tnreludes &
charterer that mans; supphes; and navteates a vessel

O o0 9 AN U B~ W

[\ I e e e e e T e e
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=thy SN s the subseetion {a);
24 1o covered st prssetoer vessels—

NN
N =

*S 4802 RS



1

290

3

4 seetton fos s amended—

O o0 3 O W

10
11
12
13

and

14 365 of title 46; Hhited States Code; 15 atnended—

15
16

17
18

19
20

21

- HoHsT

and
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tions 30503 thronsh 30512 as items relatine to see-

seetion fo—
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SEG: 506. MORATORIUM ON TOWING VESSEL INSPECTION

USER FEES:
13 eperatinge may not charee an mspeetion fee for a towme
vessel that has a eertifieate of mspeetion issted under sub-
Publie Law H5-282); and
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mmprove safety of passeneers and erew W &
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The eaptain of a port may watve the requirements of see-
of this Aet; to the eaptain of a port with respeet to safety
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5 4 & 1 Rieomn (Offtetad Number 2264229
atended—
“$721. Responses to safety recommendations
submisston to the Commandant of a recommendation and
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4 safety Board a written response to the recommendation;

8 oF

11 under subseetion (o) shall melade—

12 1 with respeet to o recommendation with
13 which the Commmndant conenrs; an explanation of
14 the actions the Commandant mtends to take to -
15 plement sueh recommendation;

16 2 with respeet to o recotnmendation with
18 nation of the actions the Commandant mtends to
19 take to mnplement the portton of sueh recommenda-
21 atrel

22 63 with respeet to o recotnmendation with
23 which the Comtandant does not conenr; the reasons
24 the Commandant does not eonear:
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SEC. 510. COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED
STATES STUDY AND REPORT ON THE COAST
GUARD’S OVERSIGHT OF THIRD-PARTY ORGA-
NIZATIONS:
ited States shall mittate & review; not later than 1 year
the Const Gird phths to Herease steh e o en-
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Subtitle B—Other Matters
SEG: 521 DPEFINITION OF A STATELESS VESSEL:
13 amended—
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4w vessel abonrd swhieh to tdividids
Hrited States tavws elaims to be the master or
wnder paragraph (1 or (2} of subseetion (e}
this Aet; the Commandant shall submit to Coteress a ve-
ters 124 and 551 of tite 46; tntted States Code; as a
SEC. 523. STUDY ON MULTI-LEVEL SUPPLY CHAIN SECU-
RITY STRATEGY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF

HOMELAND SECURITY.
of the United States shall initiate a stady that assesses
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2 threats:

O o0 9 O W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19 the study under subseetion {a); the Comptroller General
20 of the United States shall submit the resalts from the
21 stads to the Cotrtittee o Cottterees Setetees  oahd
22 Transpertation of the Senate and the Committee on
23 Freansportation and Infrasteaeture of the House of Rep-

24  resentativess
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SEG: 524: STUDY TO MODERNIZE THE MERCHANT MARINER

LICENSING AND DOCUMENTATION SYSTEM.
Hotse of Representatives; a report on the finaneiak
ehade reeommendations for sueh legislative or administra-
SEC. 525. STUDY AND REPORT ON DEVELOPMENT AND
MAINTENANCE OF MARINER RECORDS DATA-
BASE.
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conduet a study on the potential beneftts and feast-
bty of developthe and maintainthe & Coast Guard
dratabase that—
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edentinted et inchndi edentinl wbid
any volvement 1 & marine eastalty; and

By maintains such records i & manner
States:
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database or having aeeess to the database be
monttored by; or aceessed throueh; a member of
and Ifrastrnetre of the House of Representatives a re-

“eredentinded tarther” means an thdividaal with a
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I TITLE VI—SEXUAL ASSAULT AND

2 SEXUAL HARASSMENT PRE-
3 VENTION AND RESPONSE

4 SEC. 601. DEFINITIONS.

5 fay v GENBRAL—Seetion 2101 of title 46; United
6 States Cote; is amended—

8 54 as paragraphs (41 throueh (56); respeetively;
9 atre

10 t2) by msertine after paragraph (44 the fol-
11 lowing:

13 ot cotrttet as defired e ehapter F9 of HHe 35 or
14 a stbstantiedde stthe offense thder o States foeak
15 or Tribal lavw=

16 G} sesthr hettsstrett trenhs o of Hhe fol-
17 towine:

18 Ay Conduet towards an mdrvdual Gwhieh
19 iy have been by the mdividuals sapersisor; o
20 stpervisor th another ares; a ecoworker; or an-
21 other eredentialed mariner) that—

22 ) invelves umweleome sexaad ad-
23 vanees; reqaests for sexual favors; or dehb-
24 erate or repeated offenstve ecomments or
25 cestires of o sextad pature; when—
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1s made etther exphettly or tmphettly a

13 used as a basts for deeistons affeet-

benefits; or entitlements: or

ment; and

“1 18 86 severe of pervastve that &
S6R H & SUpPervisory or command posttion of
vttt swho 18 & subordinate to the persons
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S Any ttenttonad or repeated wnvel

[E—

vichtebs  stpervisor; & supervisor i another
ares; a coworker; or another eredentinled mar-
eree; Serenee; and FPransportation of the Senate a report
{a)=
14 {4 CONPORMEY G AR HE DR P —
15 B Seetion 2H33) of tile 46; United States
16 Code; 13 amended by strikine “seetion 210HGHAY
18 2) seetion 405 of tile 46; United States
19 Code; 15 amended—
20 A 11 subseetions ) and {e); by strik-
21 e “seetton 2H0HSDT each plaee # appears
22 and mserting “seetton 2H0H53)S and
24 2106 atret hsertne “seetion
25 HOHG3HD =

O o0 9 AN U B~ W

e T = O =
W NN = O
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cg;@;{q@;w and i oty 4411677.

SEG: 602: CONVICTED SEX OFFENDER AS GROUNDS FOR
DENIAL.

has been convieted of a sextal offense prohibited wnder

tton 2244 of tile 18; or a substantially similar offense

trder o Stes foeadk o Frtbat b

eertifieate; or doeument; has been convieted of a sexual

tithe 135 or a substanttaly stmthar offense under a State;
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Seettonr HIE of title 46; Hhited States Code; s
amended—

O o0 9 N W B

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

and msertine a semteolon:

riod at the end and insertine  and’ and
€6 by addine at the end the followine:
5} ench erew berthine aren shall be equipped
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“Gi) on vessel owner or eompany pro-

followine: “In each washine plaee i a wisible loea-

)

wse——
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1 SEC. 604. PROTECTION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION.

3 amended—

4 () in paragraph (H—

6 throneh {6 as subparagraphs () threweh H;
8 By by mserting after sabparagraph 9
9 the followine:

10 “B) the seaman m egood faith has re-
11 ported or 13 about to report to the vessel ewner;
12 Conast Guards or other appropriate Federad
13 ageney of department sexual harassment or
14 sexual assawlt against the seaman or knowledee
15 of sexual harassment or sexual assault against
16 another seaman;; and

17 (2) in paragraphs (2) and (3% by striking

18 “paragraph (HHB)” each place it appears and in-
20 SEC. 605. ALCOHOL AT SEA.

21 i B GEvERaE—The Commandant shall seek to
22 enter into an agreement with the National Aeademy of
23 Setenees not fater than 4 vear after the date of the enaet-
24 ment of this Aet under which the Nattonal Aeadems of
26 tevels of aheohol cotstnption atrd possesstot by eress tem-
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B Fhe Commandant—
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ey Reprorr REqQuREP—IE by the date that 18 2
subseetion {d); the Commandant shall provide & report by
SEG: 606: SEXUAL HARASSMENT OR SEXUAL ASSAULT AS
GROUNDS FOR SUSPENSION AND REVOCA-
TION.
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£37704a. Sexual harassment or sexual assault as
srounds for suspension and revecation

stthjeet of a stubstantiated elatm of sexuad harassment;
“thy SR A s shevwh ot o heathre
whder this chapter that a holder of a heense; certifieate
penston and revoeation proceedines; is the subjeet of &
States foetks o Fribad b or reotdation and for
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eables or
“B) a determination after an mvesteation
eraph (IHB) shall inclade evaluation of the fol-
Graard:
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“CHAPTER 49—OCEANGOING
NONPASSENGER COMMERCIAL VESSELS
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board that—
hne; or
“By A deenmented vessel on an inter-
tred under seetion 14502; or
superjnecnt to the onter Continental Shelf {as
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Y2 Bxerpprion—Notwithstandine paraeraph

[E—

Hot applies shall mwintain o video smveillnee svstenr in

O o0 9 AN U B~ W

10 ok BNy —

11 “ih Iy sENERAL—The owner of a vessel 1o
12 swhich this seetion apphes shall install video and
13 atcho surveitlanee egqripment aboard the vessel not

[—
N

DO = = e e
S O o0 4 O W

21 every door 1 each steh passaeeway
22 “dy Norrer oF YIpEo AND AP0 SHRYEH-
23 aveE—The owher of a vessel to whieh His seetion ap-
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“BH By epNerAE—The owner of & vessel to
formine offterad duties H the eotrse and seope of &
aest; a eopy of all reeords of video and andio sur-
o enforeement anthortties or conrt order; the
owter of a vessel to whieh this seetton apphes shalk
the wdividuals leeal representative a copy of ol

wal harassment or sextal assaunlt neident i &

*S 4802 RS



O o0 N N B W =

O TN NG I NG T NS R NS R N R N e T e e T e T e T T
b A W D= OO0 NN NN R, WD = O

320
“ EpHrep Acepss—The owner of & vessel
ased as part of a labor action against & erew mem-
ber or emplovment dispute unless used i & ertminal
or ervtl aetion:
4y Rerevrroy Regvmevenes—The owner of &
agie operator; or emplover of a seafarer (i this sub-
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the eompany or others: and
ator; master; or other mdividual i eharee of & vessel ™
47 the followine:

T7al mr AN T macemNnAann O Ny Tooamy o)’
SEHAPTER H9—OCEANGOING NONPASSENGRER CodBEReR

“$3106. Master key control system
“ar By GENERAE—The owner of a vessel subjeet to
= etstre that steh vessel 5 eqtipped sstth o
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“EHAG estabhsh o Hst oof ol eress mretberss

F203(eH6);

“3) reeord i a log book; which may be elee-
eladie—
“B) the roott or locatton aceesseds and
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amended—

*S 4802 RS



O o0 N N BB W =

[\© TN NG T NG T NG I NG R NS R N e T e e T e T e e T
L A W D= OO NN NN R, WD = O

324
“H mvestieation;
FHO6LHBY
RN

1 By aiNpRE—Hpon diseovery of a fathure
of & responstble person or vessel to comply with & re-
airement ander seetton 10104 durine an andit of a
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termine i there 18 a fatlure to eomply with any other

O o0 9 N U B~ W

[\ N \© R \O I O R N e e e e e e T e e
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Cifc (\ERTH_'II CATPRS
[

safety Mahaeement system of a vessel regrired
for the vessel under seetion 3205 and issue a
vessel to be i effeet for a J-month pertod be-

Management Certifieate knowinely or re-
10104 or
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wste & separate Doenment of Comphanee to
o assesstent or ab andit of a safety manaee-
determes—
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SEG: 616: REQUIREMENT TO REPORT SEXUAL ASSAULT
AND HARASSMENT.
BERS—
edee:
knovwdedee of a sextad assanlt or sexuad harassment
etdent on a documented vessel who knowinely fails
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to the Ehtted States Government for a ervt penalts
paragraph (1 shall not be subjeet to the penalty de-
ment or sextal assanlt or the erew member 15 & we-

O o0 N N B W =

[a—
S

15 = B a2 vessed owhers trasters or
16 ranaette operator of o documented vessel or the
17 emplover of a seafarer on that vessel shall report to
18 the Commuandant in aeccordanee with subseetion (&
19 any eomplaint or neident of sexual harassment or
20 sextal assanlt mvolving a erew member 1 wolation
21 of emplover poliey or law of which sueh vessel owner

o
N =

22 oF managine operator 18 made awares Such reporting

25 the offendie eress members
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managine operator of a doctamented vessel or the

hable to the Ehtted States Government for a et
“BH Frve—

or personal knowledee of the sextad assanlt or
ables

rl‘l\lii?’ !I %As Q(WIP 'i (’lll\le@f"()lafi, eR l\?ll!l ();Y_

of the seafarer eatns knowledee of a sexuad as-
report shall be made to the Conmmandant and
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dent oeenrs:

SEL EoNFEN R —A report regrired srder sib-

Todee of the individual makine the

ported:
PO RMATIHON——
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After reeetving & report under Hhis subseetion;
the Commmndant shall colleet mformation re-
report through & means designed to proteet; to
tional hmits of a subpoena issted under this seetion
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owHer; master; managtne operator; or employer of & sea-
avware of & report made under subseetion (i) that irvelves
Y stubmit to the Commandant a doctinent
ator; or emplover of a seafarer after # beeame aware

and
ator; or emplover of a seafarer made the report
thder stbseetton (b or beeatne aware of a report
owHer; master; managtne operator; or employer of & sea-
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operator; or emplover of a seafarer submitted a
report tnder sabseetion (b); or
operator; or employver of & seafarer aequired
knowledee of a report made under subseetion
employer of a seafarer:
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2 a fathtre eotttess

3

O o0 9 N W A~
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3} Rerores—Any report reeuired to be

SECG:. 611 CIVIE ACTFIONS FOR PERSONAL INJURY OR

BEATH OF SEAMEN:

Seetion 30104 of tithe 467 United States Codes is amended
i seetion 21017 after “in the eonrse of employment’

23 Seetion 30106 of tithe 46 United States Code; is amend-

24 ed—
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personal injury or death™;
tion under subseetion {a) aristhe out of & marttime tort
later than 5 years after the eanse of action for a elaim

SEC: 612. ADMINISTRATION OF SEXUAL ASSAULT FORENSIC
EXAMINATION KITS.
e H Frited Sttes Codes 15 aended by addite o Hhe
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have i1 place a written operatine proeedure that en-
mintmam; aeeount for—
atton:
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sonnel onboard;

) the means of aceessthe a sexaad as-
with a restrieted report of sextal assandt;
ttonal Aeadems of Setenees shall eonduet a study to
assess the feastbihity of the development of a self-ad-

seas
1 shall—
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and
dentiary admissibility: and
atine & report on the findines of the study
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%3 10105. Reports to Congress
and Infrastrnetnre of the House of Representatives a re-
pott to elude—
ton Ho104:
“4) the namber of assessments or atdits eoh-
5y a statistend anadvsis of comphanee with
32053
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rekated offenses: and

S10105: Reports to Congress:

SEC. 614. POLICY ON REQUESTS FOR PERMANENT
CHANGES OF STATION OR UNIT TRANSFERS
BY PERSONS WHO REPORT BEING THE VIC-
TIM OF SEXUAL ASSAULT.

etdatee to alow a member of the Coast Guard who has

reported betne the vetim of a sexual assanlt or any other
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note):
SEG: 616: STUDY ON COAST GUARD OVERSIGHT AND INVES-
TIGATIONS.
of the Frited States shall commenee a stady to assess the
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g Caned Investiontive Servi R . )

*S 4802 RS



O o0 N N D BB W =

O TN NG N N T NG I NS R N R N e T e e T e T e e T
b A W D= OO0 NN NN R, WD = O

343
Hotse of Representatives a report on the findines of the

GRAM.
enter Hto ah aereement with a federaly funded researeh

and development eenter for the eonduet of a study on—
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Corrst bt

acenseds & fapse 1 the statate of hmitations for the
alleged offense; and a fally adjudieated ertminal trial
exhatsted; and

3 tegat support and representation provided to
eased s a member of the Armys Navy Adr Foree;

5 The Speeint Vietims' Counsel prooram of
enpreity to handle the number of enses referreds and
experienee with eases involvine members of the
Const Guard and members of another Armed Foree
fars defined in seetion 101 of title 10: Hnited States
Code):
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which the aceused 13 & member of another Armed
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that melades—
stbseetion:
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1
EE
|

Seetion 2120} of the National Oceanie and Atmos-
pherie Admimistration Commissioned Offieer Corps Aet of
2002 (33 TS 3002(b)) is amended by adding at the

Seetion 221e} of the National Oceante and Atmos-
pherie Administration Commissioned Offieer Corps Aet of
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1 be etven only to an individual who 18 & et-
SIGNS AFTER 3 YEARS OF SERVICE.

“SEC. 223 SEPARATION OF ENSIGNS FOUND NOT FULLY

QUALIFIED.

TIONS:
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“Qoea 290 Asvards and d ratioms

pherie Administration Commissioned Offiect Corps et of
loves:
tath o cotander may—
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SR the offieer s not qualified for re-
et
£33 Hoss 3093 18 amended—
() by striking “Uhe Seeretuyl and inserting

« I 3
SHoONAES—
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eare providers; a health-eare professional deseribed
a Commotveatth; terrttory; or pessession of the
United States; or i any other area within or beyvond
this paraeraph s a health-eare professional—
A whe is—
“Gi) & ervilian emplovee of the Admin-
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stonal eredentiaded and privileged at a Fed-
“By who—
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1 require that a professional mariner servine
aboard an eceateothe vessel be eranted a leave of
absenee of forr days per pay pertod; and
H & temporary promotion posttion aboard a vessel
tHons

vidual emploved on & vessel of the Administration who has
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SEG: 709 ACQUISIFION OF AIRCRAFT FOR EXTREME
WEATHER RECONNAISSANCE.

*S 4802 RS



1 2) earrying ot paragraph
3 Ho + or tore cotrtrnets o other noreettents: o the
4 extent practieable and neeessary; with 1 or more
5 eovernmental; commeretal; or nongovernmental entt-
6 Hes:

10 dertved—

11 &) frem amounts appropriated to the Of-
14 tion and avatlable for the purpese of atmos-
18 tton of paragraphs (1 and {2); from amounts
20 parpeses other than atmospherie river reeon-
21 Ratssanee:

23 WP—3D ARERAFPE—

24 4 B eBEERAE—Not fater than September
25 F0; 2023, the thder Seeretary shall enter o =
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contrnet for the nequisition of 6 aireraft to rephuee
the first sueh aiveraft is requived to be faby

There is anthorized to be appropriated to the Hnder
SEC. 710. REPORT ON PROFESSIONAL MARINER STAFFING

MODELS.

the date of the ennetment of this Aet the Comptrofler
reltine to professional mariners within the Office of Ma-
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51 other models or approaches that exist; or

20 emploved on a vessel of the National Oceante and Atmos-
22 serve i the enetieerthe; deeks steward; or strvey depart-

23 ment
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Subtitle B—Other Matters

SEG: Al CONVEYANCE OF CERTAIN PROPERTY OF THE

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC AD-
MINISTRATION IN JUNEAU; ALASKA.
stonr of lasw to be conveved to a speetfie mdividual or
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at fair market vadues aft risht title: and interest of
the United States i and to the Propertys subjeet to
sabseetion (¢} and the requirements of this seetion

tHon of the Property shall be determined by a survey satis-
veyed—
2) via & quitelaim deeds
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mprovement; or emergeney expenditares

e

e seetion 3302 of

~
K.
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this sket;
fitrhAtte o cotveratee o the Ci ander s seetons the
Seeretary and the City shall enter o o memorandm
& rieht to aceess and use the Property that—
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5 BB HArYy—
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1969 (42 U560 4321 et seq); o
B CoNVEYANCE Nof A MaJoR IEDERAL Ae-
TITEE VIHIH—TECHNICAL; CON-
FORMING; AND CEARHEYING
AMENDMENTS
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stated ander sabseetion () 18 amended by strtkine <5 ex-
Seettonr 461H0HD} of Htle 46; Hnited States Code; 18
amended—
terms™s o
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() by strikine “the predeeessor of thatl

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TIirLE—This Act may be cited as the

“Coast Guard Authorization Act of 20227

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for

this Act 1s as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Definition of Commandant.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 2

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 2

Sec.
Sec.

101.
102.
105.
104.
105.

S D
PGS

PR IR (G IR IR )
S D
B~ Qo

<
O

211.
212.

TITLE I—AUTHORIZATIONS

Authorization of appropriations.

Authorized levels of military strength and training.
Authorization for shoreside infrastructure and facilities.
Authorization for acquisition of vessels.

Authorization for the child care subsidy program.

TITLE II—COAST GUARD

Subtitle A—Infrastructure and Assets

. Report on shoreside infrastructure and facilities needs.

. Fleet mix analysis and shorve infrastructure investment plan.

3. Acquisition life-cycle cost estimates.

. Report and briefing on resourcing strategy for Western Pacific region.
. Study and report on national security and drug trafficking threats in

the Florida Straits and Caribbean region, including Cuba.

5. Coast Guard Yard.

Authority to enter into transactions other than contracts and grants to
procure cost-effective technology for mission needs.

. Improvements to infrastructure and operations planning.
. Aqua alert notification system pilot program.

Subtitle B—Great Lakes

Great Lakes winter commerce.
Database on icebreaking operations in the Ghreat Lakes.
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Great Lakes snowmobile acquisition plan.

Great Lakes barge inspection exemption.

Study on sufficiency of Coast Guard aviation assets to meet mission de-
mands.

Subtitle C—Arctic

. Establishment of the Arctic Security Cutter Program Office.
. Aretic activities.

Study on Arctic operations and infrastructure.

Subtitle D—Maritime Cyber and Artificial Intelligence

writy.

and computer vision technology project.

. Artificial intelligence strategy.
. Review of artificial intelligence applications and establishment of per-

Jformance metrics.
Cyber data management.

. Data management.

Study on cyber threats to the United States marine transportation sys-
tem.

Subtitle K—Auviation

Space-available travel on Coast Guard aireraft: program authorization
and eligible recipients.

2. Report on Coast Guard Air Station Barbers Point hangar.

Study on the operational availability of Coast Guard aireraft and
strategy for Coast Guard Aviation.

Subtitle F—Workforce Readiness

. Authorized strength.
. Number and distribution of officers on active duty promotion list.

Continuation on active duty of officers with critical skills.
Career incentive pay for marine inspectors.

. Expansion of the ability for selection board to recommend officers of

particular merit for promotion.

. Pay and allowances for certain members of the Coast Guard during

Sfunding gap.

. Modification to education loan repayment program.
. Retirement of Vice Commandant.
. Report on resignation and retirement processing times and denial.

Caleulation of active service.

. Physical disability evaluation system procedure review.

. Expansion of authority for multivater assessments of certain personnel.
. Promotion parity.

. Partnership program to diversify the Coast Guard.

. Expansion of Coast Guard Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps.

. Improving representation of women and racial and ethnic minorities

among Coast Guard active-duty members.
Strategy to enhance diversity through recruitment and accession.
Support for Coast Guard Academy.
Training for congressional affairs personnel.
Strategy for retention of cuttermen.
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Study on performance of Coast Guard Force Readiness Command.
Study on frequency of weapons training for Coast Guard personnel.

Subtitle G—Miscellaneous Provisions

. Budgeting of Coast Guard relating to certain operations.

Coast Guard assistance to United States Secret Service.

Conveyance of Coast Guard vessels for public purposes.

Coast Guard intelligence activities and emergency and extraordinary
expenses.

Transfer and conveyance.

Transparency and oversight.

Study on safety inspection program for containers and facilities.

Study on maritime law enforcement workload requirements.

. Feasibility study on construction of Coast Guard station at Port Mans-

field.

. Modification of prohibition on operation or procurement of foreign-

made unmanned avreraft systems.
Operational data sharing repository.

. Procurement of tethered aerostat radar system for Coast Guard Station

South Padre Island.

. Assessment of Iran sanctions relief on Coast Guard operations under the

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action.

. Report on shipyards of Finland and Sweden.

Coast Guard spectrum audit.

. Prohibition on construction contracts with entities associated with the

Chinese Communist Party.

. Review of drug interdiction equipment and standards; testing for

fentanyl during interdiction operations.

. Public availability of information on monthly migrant interdictions.

TITLE III—ENVIRONMENT

Definition of Secretary.

Subtitle A—Marine Mammals

Definitions.

Assistance to ports to reduce the impacts of vessel traffic and port oper-
ations on marine mammals.

Near real-time monitoring and mitigation program for large cetaceans.

Pilot program to establish a Cetacean Desk for Puget Sound region.

Monitoring ocean soundscapes.

Subtitle B—Oil Spills

21. Improving oil spill preparedness.

Western Alaska o1l spill planning criteria.

. Accident and incident notification relating to pipelines.

Coast Guard claims processing costs.
Caleulation of interest on debt owed to the national pollution fund.

. Per-incident limitation.
27. Access to the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund.

Cost-revmbursable agreements.
Oil spill response review.

. Review and report on limited indemnity provisions in standby oil spill

response contracts.
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Additional exceptions to regulations for towing vessels.
Subtitle C—Environmental Compliance

Review of anchorage regulations.

Study on impacts on shipping and commercial, Tribal, and rec-
reational fisheries from the development of renewable energy on
the West Coast.

Subtitle D—Environmental Issues

. Modifications to the Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund

admainistration.

2. Improvements to Coast Guard communication with Novth Pacific mari-

time and fishing industry.

3. Fishing safety traiming grants program.
. Load lines.
. Actions by National Marine Fisheries Service to increase energy pro-

duction.

Subtitle E—Illegal Fishing and Forced Labor Prevention

Sec. 361. Definitions.

OHAPTER 1—COMBATING HUMAN TRAFFICKING THROUGH SEAFOOD IMPORT

Sec. &

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

365.
3064.
365.
360.
367.

MONITORING

2. Enhancement of Seafood Import Monitoring Program Automated Com-

mercial Environment Message Set.
Data sharing and aggregation.
Import audits.
Avarlability of fisheries information.
Report on Seafood Import Monitoring Program.
Authorization of appropriations.

CHAPTER 2—STRENGTHENING INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES MANAGEMENT TO

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

370.
371.
372.
373.
374.
375.
376.

401.
402.
403.
404.
405.

CoMBAT HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Denial of port privileges.

Identification and certification criteria.

Equivalent conservation measures.

Capacity building in foreign fisheries.

Training of United States Observers.

Regulations.

Use of Devices Broadcasting on AIS for Purposes of Marking Fishing
Gear.

TITLE IV—SUPPORT FOR COAST GUARD WORKFORCE

Subtitle A—Support for Coast Guard Members and Families

Coast Guard child care improvements.

Armed Forces access to Coast Guard child care facilities.
Cadet pregnancy policy improvements.

Pilot program for fertility treatments.

Combat-related special compensation.
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Restoration of amounts improperly withheld for tax purposes from sev-
erance payments to veterans of the Coast Guard with combat-
related injuries.

Modification of basic needs allowance for members of the Coast Guard.

Study on food security.

Subtitle B—Healthcare

. Development of medical staffing standards for the Coast Guard.

. Healthcare system review and strategic plan.

3. Data collection and access to care.

. Behavioral health policy.

. Members asserting post-trawmatic stress disorder or trawmatic brain in-

Jury.

. Improvements to the Physical Disability Evaluation System and transi-

tion program.

Expansion of access to counseling.

Expansion of postgraduate opportunities for members of the Coast
Guard in medical and related fields.

Study on Coast Guard telemedicine program.

Study on Coast Guard medical facilities needs.

Subtitle C—Housing

Strategy to improve quality of life at remote unats.

Study on Coast Guard housing access, cost, and challenges.

Audit of certain military housing conditions of enlisted members of the
Joast Guard in Key West, Florida.

Study on Coast Guard housing authorities and privatized housing.

Subtitle D—Other Matters

. Report on availability of emergency supplies for Coast Guard personnel.

TITLE V—MARITIME

Subtitle A—7Vessel Safety

Abandoned Seafarers Fund amendments.

Receipts; international agreements for ice patrol services.

Passenger vessel security and safety requirements.

At-sea recovery operations pilot program.

Exoneration and limitation of Liability for small passenger vessels.

Moratorium on towing vessel inspection user fees.

Certain historic passenger vessels.

Coast Guard digital registration.

Responses to safety recommendations.

Comptroller General of the United States study and report on the Coast
Guard’s oversight of third party organizations.

Avrticulated tug-barge manning.

Alternate safety compliance program exception for certain vessels.

Subtitle B—Other Matters

Definition of a stateless vessel.

Report on enforcement of coastwise laws.

Study on multi-level supply chain security strategy of the department
of homeland security.
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. Study to modernize the merchant mariner licensing and documentation

system.

. Study and report on development and maintenance of mariner records

database.

. Assessment regarding application process for merchant mariner creden-

tials.

. Military to Mariners Act of 2022.
. Floating dry docks.

TITLE VI—SEXUAL ASSAULT AND SEXUAL HARASSMENT

601.
602.
603.
604.
605.
600.

607.
608.
609.
610.
611.
612.
613.
614.

615.
616.
617.

Subtitle

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

701.
702.
703.
704.
705.
706.
707.
708.
709.
710.

711.

PREVENTION AND RESPONSE

Definitions.

Convicted sex offender as grounds for denial.

Accommodation; notices.

Protection against discrimination.

Aleohol at sea.

Sexual harassment or sexual assault as grounds for suspension and rev-
ocation.

Surveillance requirements.

Master key control.

Safety management systems.

Requirement to report sexual assault and harassment.

Civil actions for personal injury or death of seamen.

Access to care and sexual assault forensic examinations.

Reports to Congress.

Policy on requests for permanent changes of station or wunit transfers
by persons who report being the victim of sexual assault.

Sex offenses and personnel records.

Study on Coast Guard oversight and investigations.

Study on Special Victims™ Counsel program.

TITLE VII—NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC
ADMINISTRATION

A—National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Commaissioned

Officer Corps

Definitions.

Requirvement for appointments.

Repeal of requirement to promote ensigns after 3 years of service.
Authority to provide awards and decorations.

Retirement and separation.

Licensure of health-care professionals.

Improving professional mariner staffing.

Legal assistance.

Acquisittion of avreraft for extreme weather reconnaissance.
Report on professional mariner staffing models.

Subtitle B—Other Matters

Conveyance of certain property of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Admanistration in Juneau, Alaska.
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TITLE VIII—TECHNICAL, CONFORMING, AND CLARIFYING

801. Technical correction.
802. Reinstatement.
803. Terms and vacancies.

TITLE IX—RULE OF CONSTRUCTION

901. Rule of construction.

SEC. 2. DEFINITION OF COMMANDANT.

In this Act, the term “Commandant” means the Com-

mandant of the Coast Guard.

TITLE I—AUTHORIZATIONS

SEC. 101. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 4902 of title 14, United States Code, is amend-

ed—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
striking “fiscal years 2020 and 20217 and inserting
“fiscal years 2022 and 2023”;

(2) in paragraph (1)—

(A4) in  subparagraph (A), by striking
clauses (1) and (1t) and inserting the following:
“(1) $10,000,000,000 for fiscal year
2022; and
“(1n) $10,750,000,000 for fiscal year
2023,
(B) n  subparagraph (B), by striking

“$17,035,000” and inserting “$23,456,0007; and
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(C) in subparagraph (C), by striking
(A)(1n) $17,376,000” and inserting “(A)(11),
$24,353,000”;
(3) in paragraph (2)—
(A) in  subparagraph (A), by striking
clauses (1) and (1) and inserting the following:
“(1)  $2,459,100,000 for fiscal year
2022; and
“(in)  $3,477,600,000 for fiscal year
2023.7; and
(B) in  subparagraph (B), by striking
clauses (1) and (1) and inserting the following:
“(1) $20,400,000 for fiscal year 2022;
and
“(1n)  $20,808,000  for  fiscal year
2023.7;
(4) n paragraph (3), by striking subparagraphs
(A) and (B) and inserting the following:
“(A) $7,476,000 for fiscal year 2022; and
“(B) $14,681,084 for fiscal year 2023.”’; and
(5) in paragraph (4), by striking subparagraphs
(A) and (B) and inserting the following:
“(A) $240,577,000 for fiscal year 2022; and
“(B) $252,887,000 for fiscal year 2023.”.
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1 SEC. 102. AUTHORIZED LEVELS OF MILITARY STRENGTH

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

AND TRAINING.

Section 4904 of title 14, United States Code, is amend-

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘fiscal years
2020 and 20217 and inserting ‘‘fiscal years 2022 and
20237 and

(2) in subsection (), in the matter preceding
paragraph (1), by striking “fiscal years 2020 and

20217 and inserting “fiscal years 2022 and 2023

SEC. 103. AUTHORIZATION FOR SHORESIDE INFRASTRUC-

TURE AND FACILITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In addition to the amounts author-

wzed to be appropriated under section 4902(2)(A) of title
14, Unated States Code, as amended by section 101 of this

Act, for the period of fiscal years 2023 through 2028—

(1) $3,000,000,000 s authorized to fund mainte-
nance, new construction, and repairs needed for Coast
Guard shoreside infrastructure;

(2) $160,000,000 s authorized to fund phase two
of the recapitalization project at Coast Guard Train-
g Center Cape May i Cape May, New Jersey, to
mmprove recruitment and traiming of a diwverse Coast
Guard workforce; and

(3) $80,000,000 1is authorized for the construc-

tion of additional new child care development centers
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not constructed using funds authorized by the Infra-

structure Investment and Jobs Act (Public Law 117—

58; 135 Stat. 429).

(b) COAST GUARD YARD RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE
AND CONSTRUCTION IMPROVEMENT.—In addition to the
amounts authorized to be appropriated wunder section
4902(2)(A) (1) of title 14, United States Code, as amended
by section 101 of this Act—
(1) $400,000,000 1is authorized for the period of
fiscal years 2023 through 2028 for the Secretary of
the department in which the Coast Guard 1is oper-
ating for the purposes of improvements to facilities of
the Yard; and
(2) $236,000,000 s authorized for the acquisi-
tion of a new floating drydock, to remain available
until expended.
SEC. 104. AUTHORIZATION FOR ACQUISITION OF VESSELS.

In addition to the amounts authorized to be appro-
priated under section 4902(2)(A)(w) of title 14, Unated
States Code, as amended by section 101 of this Act, for the
period of fiscal years 2023 through 2028—

(1) $350,000,000 1is authorized for the acquisi-
tion of a Great Lakes icebreaker that is at least as ca-

pable as Coast Guard cutter Mackinaw (WLBB-30);

*S 4802 RS



O o0 N N W BB W

[\O T \© R (O R R e e e e e e e T
N = O 00N N R WD = O

376

(2) $172,500,000 1is authorized for the program
management, design, and acquisition of 12 Pacific
Northwest heavy weather boats that are at least as ca-
pable as the Coast Guard 52-foot motor surfboat;

(3) $841,000,000 1is authorized for the third
Polar Security Cutter;

(4) $20,000,000 1is authorized for initiation of
activities to support acquisition of the Arctic Security
Cutter class, including program planning and re-
quirements development to include the establishment
of an Arctic Security Cutter Program Office;

(5) $650,000,000 1s authorized for the continued
acquisition of Offshore Patrol Cutters; and

(6) $650,000,000 s authorized for a twelfth Na-
tional Security Cutter.

SEC. 105. AUTHORIZATION FOR THE CHILD CARE SUBSIDY
PROGRAM.

In addition to the amounts authorized to be appro-
priated under section 4902(1)(A) of title 14, United States
Code, $25,000,000 1is authorized to the Commandant for
each of fiscal years 2023 and 2024 for the child care subsidy

program.
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TITLE II—COAST GUARD
Subtitle A—Infrastructure and
Assets
SEC. 201. REPORT ON SHORESIDE INFRASTRUCTURE AND
FACILITIES NEEDS.

Not less frequently than annually, the Commandant
shall submait to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
twes a report that includes—

(1) a detailed list of shoreside infrastructure
needs for all Coast Guard facilities located within
each Coast Guard District in the order of priority,
wmeluding recapitalization, maintenance needs in ex-
cess of $25,000, dredging, and other shoreside infra-
structure needs of the Coast Guard;

(2) the estimated cost of projects to fulfill such
needs, to the extent available; and

(3) a general description of the state of planning
Jor each such project.

SEC. 202. FLEET MIX ANALYSIS AND SHORE INFRASTRUC-
TURE INVESTMENT PLAN.

(a) FLEET MIX ANALYSIS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall con-

duct an updated fleet mix analysis that provides for
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a fleet maix sufficient, as determined by the Com-
mandant—
(A) to carry out—
(1) the missions of the Coast Guard;
and
(11) emerging mission requirements;
and
(B) to address—
(1) national security threats; and
(11) the global deployment of the Coast
Guard to counter great power competitors.
(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant
shall submit to Congress a report on the results of the
updated fleet mix analysis required by paragraph (1).
(b) SHORE INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT PLAN.—
(1) IN GENERAL—The Commandant shall de-
velop an updated shore infrastructure investment
plan that includes—
(A) the construction of additional facilities
to accommodate the updated fleet mix described
i subsection (a)(1);
(B) improvements necessary to ensure that
existing facilities meet requirements and remain

operational for the lifespan of such fleet mix, in-
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cluding necessary improvements to information

technology infrastructure;
(C) a timeline for the construction and vm-
provement of the facilities described in subpara-
graphs (A) and (B); and
(D) a cost estimate for construction and
life-cycle support of such facilities, including for
necessary personnel.
(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the
date on which the report under subsection (a)(2) is
submitted, the Commandant shall submat to Congress
a report on the plan requived by paragraph (1).
SEC. 203. ACQUISITION LIFE-CYCLE COST ESTIMATES.

Section 1132(e) of title 14, United States Code, 1s
amended by striking paragraphs (2) and (3) and inserting
the following:

“(2) TYPES OF ESTIMATES.—For each Level 1 or
Level 2 acquisition project or program, in addition to
life-cycle cost estimates developed under paragraph
(1), the Commandant shall require—

“(A) such life-cycle cost estimates to be up-
dated before—

“(1) each wmilestone decision s con-

cluded; and
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“(11) the project or program enters a
new acquisition phase; and
“(B) an independent cost estimate or inde-
pendent cost assessment, as appropriate, to be
developed to validate such life-cycle cost esti-

mates.”.

SEC. 204. REPORT AND BRIEFING ON RESOURCING STRAT-

EGY FOR WESTERN PACIFIC REGION.
(a) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Com-
mandant, in consultation with the Coast Guard Com-
mander of the Pacific Area, the Commander of United
States Indo-Pacific Command, and the Under Sec-
retary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere, shall
submit to the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a report outlining the Coast Guard’s
resourcing mneeds to achieve optimum operations in
the Western Pacific region.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An assessment of the risks and associ-

ated needs—
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(1) to United States strategic maritime
nterests, in  particular such interests in
areas west of the International Date Line,
meluding risks to bilateral maritime part-
ners of the United States, posed by not fully
staffing and equipping Coast Guard oper-
ations i the Western Pacific region;

(i1) to the Coast Guard wmission and
Jorce posed by not fully staffing and equip-
ping Coast Guard operations in the Western
Pacific region; and

(111) to support the call of the Presi-
dent, as set forth in the Indo-Pacific Strat-
eqy, to expand Coast Guard presence and
cooperation in Southeast Asia, South Asia,
and the Pacific Islands, with a focus on ad-
vising, trawning, deployment, and capacity
building.

(B) A description of the additional re-

sources, including shoreside resowrces, required to

Sully implement the needs described in subpara-

graph (A), including the United States commit-

ment to bilateral fisheries law enforcement in the

Pacific Ocean.
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(C) A description of the operational and
personnel assets required and a dispersal plan
Jor available and projected future Coast Guard
cutters and aviation forces to conduct optvmum
operations in the Western Pacific region.

(D) An analysis with respect to whether a
national security cutter or fast response cutter
located at a United States military installation
m a foreign country in the Western Pacific re-
gron would enhance United States national secu-
rity, partner country capacity building, and
prevention and effective response to illegal, unre-
ported, and unrequlated fishing.

(E) An assessment of the benefits and asso-
ciated costs involved in—

(1) increasing staffing of Coast Guard
personnel within the command elements of
Unated States Indo-Pacific Command or
subordinate commands; and

(ir) destgnating a Coast Guard patrol
Jorce under the direct authority of the Com-
mander of the United States Indo-Pacific
Command with associated forward-based as-

sets and personnel.
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(F) An identification of any additional au-
thority necessary, including proposals for legisla-
tiwe change, to meet the needs identified in ac-

cordance with subparagraphs (A) through (E)

and any other mission requirement in the West-

ern Pacific region.

(3) FOrRM.—The report required under para-
graph (1) shall be submatted in unclassified form but
may include a classified annex.

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than 60 days after the date
on which the Commandant submits the report under sub-
section (a), the Commandant, or a designated individual,
shall provide to the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Commaittee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
twes a briefing on the findings and conclusions of such re-
port.

SEC. 205. STUDY AND REPORT ON NATIONAL SECURITY
AND DRUG TRAFFICKING THREATS IN THE
FLORIDA STRAITS AND CARIBBEAN REGION,
INCLUDING CUBA.

(a) IN GENERAL—The Commandant shall conduct a
study on national security, drug trafficking, and other rel-
evant threats as the Commandant considers appropriate, in

the Florida Straits and Caribbean region, including Cuba.
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(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by subsection (a)

shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of—

(A) new technology and evasive maneuvers
used by transnational criminal organizations to
evade detection and interdiction by Coast Guard
law enforcement units and interagency partners;
and

(B) capability gaps of the Coast Guard with
respect to—

(1) the detection and interdiction of il-
licit drugs in the Florida Straits and Car-
tbbean region, including Cuba; and

(11) the detection of national security
threats in such region.

(2) An identification of—

(A) the critical technological advancements
required for the Coast Guard to meet current
and anticipated threats in such region;

(B) the capabilities required to enhance in-
Jormation sharing and coordination between the
Coast Guard and interagency partners, foreign

governments, and related civilian entities; and
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1 (C) any significant new or developing
2 threat to the United States posed by illicit actors
3 m such region.

4 (¢c) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the date of
S the enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall submit
6 to the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
7 tation of the Senate and the Commattee on Transportation
8 and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a report
9 on the results of the study under subsection (a).

10 SEC. 206. COAST GUARD YARD.

11 (a) IN GENERAL—With respect to the Coast Guard
12 Yard, the purposes of the authorization under section 103(b)
13 are—

14 (1) to improve resilience and capacity;

15 (2) to maintain and expand Coast Guard or-
16 ganic manufacturing capacity;

17 (3) to expand training and recruitment;

18 (4) to enhance safety;

19 (5) to improve environmental compliance; and
20 (6) to ensure that the Coast Guard Yard is pre-
21 pared to meet the growing needs of the modern Coast
22 Guard fleet.

23 (b) INCLUSIONS.—The Secretary of the department in

24 awhich the Coast Guard 1s operating shall ensure that the
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Coast Guard Yard receives improvements that include the

2 following:

3

© o 9 o W A

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

(1) Facilities upgrades needed to improve resil-
wence of the shipyard, its facilities, and associated in-
Sfrastructure.

(2) Acquasition of a large-capacity drydock.

(3) Improvements to piers and wharves, dry-
docks, and capital equipment utilities.

(4) Environmental remediation.

(5) Construction of a new warehouse and paint
Jacility.

(6) Acquisition of a new travel lift.

(7) Dredging necessary to facilitate access to the
Coast Guard Yard.

(¢) WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT PLAN—Not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant shall submit to the Commattee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the
Commattee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives, a workforce development plan
that—

(1) outlines the workforce needs of the Coast
Guard Yard with respect to civilian employees and
actiwe duty members of the Coast Guard, including

engineers, individuals engaged i trades, cyber spe-

*S 4802 RS



387

1 cialists, and other personnel necessary to meet the
2 evolving massion set of the Coast Guard Yard; and

3 (2) includes recommendations for Congress with
4 respect to the authorities, training, funding, and ci-
5 vilian and actwe-duty recruitment, including the re-
6 cruitment of women and underrepresented minorities,
7 necessary to meet workforce needs of the Coast Guard
8 Yard for the 10-year period beginning on the date of
9 submassion of the plan.

10 SEC. 207. AUTHORITY TO ENTER INTO TRANSACTIONS
11 OTHER THAN CONTRACTS AND GRANTS TO
12 PROCURE COST-EFFECTIVE TECHNOLOGY
13 FOR MISSION NEEDS.

14 (a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter III of chapter 11 of
15 title 14, United States Code, is amended by adding at the
16 end the following:

17 “§1158. Authority to enter into transactions other

18 than contracts and grants to procure cost-
19 effective, advanced technology for mis-
20 sion-critical needs

21 “(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsections (b) and (c),

22 the Commandant may enter into transactions (other than
23 contracts, cooperative agreements, and grants) to develop

24 prototypes for, and to operate and procure, cost-effective
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1 technology for the purpose of meeting the mission needs of
2 the Coast Guard.
3 “(b) PROCUREMENT AND ACQUISITION.—Procurement
4 or acquisition of technologies under subsection (a) shall

5 be—

6 “(1) carried out in accordance with this title
7 and Coast Guard policies and guidance; and
8 “(2) consistent with the operational requirements

9 of the Coast Guard.

10 “(¢) LIMITATIONS.—

11 “(1) IN GENERAL—The Commandant may not
12 enter into a transaction under subsection (a) with re-
13 spect to a technology that—

14 “(A) does not comply with the cybersecurity
15 standards of the Coast Guard; or

16 “(B) 1s sourced from an entity domiciled in
17 the People’s Republic of China, unless the Com-
18 mandant determines that the prototype, oper-
19 ation, or procurement of such a technology is for
20 the purpose of—

21 “(1) counter-UAS operations, surrogate
22 testing, or training; or

23 “(11) antelligence, electronic warfare,
24 and information warfare operations, test-
25 myg, analysis, and training.
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“(2) WarvEr.—The Commandant may waive the
application under paragraph (1) on a case-by-case
basis by certifying in writing to the Secretary of
Homeland Security and the appropriate committees
of Congress that the prototype, operation, or procure-
ment of the applicable technology is in the national
interests of the United States.

“(d) EDUCATION AND TRAINING.—The Commandant
shall ensure that management, technical, and contracting
personnel of the Coast Guard involved in the award or ad-
manastration of transactions under this section, or other in-
novative forms of contracting, are provided opportunities
Jor adequate education and traiming with respect to the au-
thority under this section.

“(e) REPORT.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 5 years after
the date of the enactment of this section, the Com-
mandant shall submat to the appropriate committees
of Congress a report that—

“(A) describes the use of the authority pur-
suant to thas section; and
“(B) assesses the massion and operational

benefits of such authority.
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“(2) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS

DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘appropriate

committees of Congress’ means—

“(A) the Commattee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate; and

“(B) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representatives.

“(f) REGULATIONS.—The Commandant shall prescribe
requlations as necessary to carry out this section.

“lg) DEFINITIONS OF UNMANNED AIRCRAFT, UN-
MANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM, AND COUNTER-UAS.—In this
section, the terms ‘unmanned aireraft’, ‘unmanned aircraft
system’, and ‘counter-UAS’ have the meanings given such
terms in section 44801 of title 49, United States Code.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for sub-
chapter 111 of chapter 11 of title 14, United States Code,

18 amended by adding at the end the following:

“1158. Authority to enter into tramsactions other than contracts and grants to
procure cost-effective technology for mission needs.”.

SEC. 208. IMPROVEMENTS TO INFRASTRUCTURE AND OPER-
ATIONS PLANNING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date

of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall incor-

porate the most recent oceanic and atmospheric data relat-

mg to the wncreasing rates of extreme weather, including

flooding, into planning scenarios for Coast Guard infra-
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structure and misston deployments with respect to all Coast
Guard Missions.

(b) COORDINATION WITH NATIONAL OCEANIC AND AT-
MOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION.—In carrying out subsection
(a), the Commandant shall—

(1) coordinate with the Under Secretary of Com-
merce for Oceans and Atmosphere to ensure the incor-
poration of the most recent environmental and cli-
matic data; and

(2) request technical assistance and advice from
the Under Secretary in planning scenarios, as appro-
priate.

(¢c) BRIEFING.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall provide
to the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Commaittee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a brief-
g on the manner in which the best-available science from
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admainistration has
been incorporated into at least 1 key mission area of the
Coast Guard, and the lessons learned from so doing.

SEC. 209. AQUA ALERT NOTIFICATION SYSTEM PILOT PRO-
GRAM.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after the

date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall,
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subject to the availability of appropriations, establish a
pilot program to improve the issuance of alerts to facilitate
cooperation with the public to render avd to distressed indi-
viduals under section 521 of title 14, Unated States Code.

(b) PiLor PrOGRAM CONTENTS.—The pilot program
established under subsection (a) shall, to the maxivmum ex-
tent possible—

(1) include a voluntary opt-in program under
which members of the public, as appropriate, and the
entities described in subsection (¢), may receive notifi-
cations on cellular devices regarding Coast Guard ac-
tivities to render aid to distressed individuals under
section 521 of title 14, United States Code;

(2) cover areas located within the area of respon-
sibility of 3 different Coast Guard sectors in diverse
geographic regions; and

(3) provide that the dissemination of an alert
shall be limited to the geographic areas most likely to
Jacilitate the rendering of aid to distressed individ-
uals.

(¢) CONSULTATION.—In developing the pilot program
under subsection (a), the Commandant shall consult—

(1) the head of any relevant Federal agency;

(2) the government of any relevant State;

(3) any Tribal Government;
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(4) the government of any relevant territory or
possession of the United States; and

(5) any relevant political subdivision of an enti-
ty described in paragraph (2), (3), or (4).

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and annually
thereafter through 2026, the Commandant shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a report on the implementation of
this section.

(2) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Commandant
shall make the report submitted under paragraph (1)
available to the public.

(¢) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There 1s
authorized to be appropriated to the Commandant to carry
out this section $3,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2023
through 2026, to remain available until expended.

Subtitle B—Great Lakes

SEC. 211. GREAT LAKES WINTER COMMERCE.

(a) IN GENERAL—Subchapter IV of chapter 5 of title

14, Unated States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end

the following:
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1 “§564. Great Lakes icebreaking operations

2 “(a) GAO REPORT.—

3 “(1) IN GENERAL—Not later than 1 year after
4 the date of the enactment of this section, the Comp-
5 troller General of the Unaited States shall submat to
6 the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
7 tation of the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
8 tation and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
9 tives a report on the Coast Guard Great Lakes
10 icebreaking program.

11 “(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
12 paragraph (1) shall include the following:

13 “(A) An evaluation of the economic impact
14 of vessel delays or cancellations associated with
15 1ce coverage on the Great Lakes.

16 “(B) An evaluation of mission needs of the
17 Coast Guard Great Lakes icebreaking program.
18 “(C) An evaluation of the impact that the
19 proposed standards described in subsection (b)
20 would have on—

21 “(1) Coast Guard operations in the
22 Great Lakes;

23 “(11) Northeast icebreaking maissions;
24 and

25 “(111) mland waterway operations.
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“(D) A fleet mix analysis for meeting such
proposed standards.

“(E) A description of the resources mnec-
essary to support the fleet maix resulting from
such fleet mix analysis, including for crew and
operating costs.

“(F) Recommendations to the Commandant
for improvements to the Great Lakes icebreaking
program, including with respect to facilitating
commerce and meeting all Coast Guard maission
needs.

“(b) PROPOSED STANDARDS FOR ICEBREAKING OPER-
ATIONS.—The proposed standards described in this sub-
section are the following:

“(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the
Commandant shall keep ice-covered waterways in the
Great Lakes open to navigation during not less than
90 percent of the hours that commercial vessels and
ferries attempt to transit such ice-covered waterways.

“(2) In a year in which the Great Lakes are not
open to navigation because of ice of a thickness that
occurs on average only once every 10 years, the Com-
mandant shall keep ice-covered waterways in the

Great Lakes open to navigation during not less than
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70 percent of the hours that commercial vessels and

Jferries attempt to transit such ice-covered waterways.

“(c) REPORT BY COMMANDANT.—Not later than 90
days after the date on which the Comptroller General sub-
mits the report under subsection (a), the Commandant shall
submit to the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation of the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives
a report that includes the following:

“(1) A plan for Coast Guard implementation of
any recommendation made by the Comptroller Gen-
eral under subparagraph (F) of subsection (a)(2) the
Jommandant considers appropriate.

“(2) With respect to any recommendation made
under such subparagraph that the Commandant de-
clines to vmplement, a justification for such decision.

“(3) A review of, and a proposed implementation
plan for, the results of the fleet mix analysis under
subparagraph (D) of that subsection.

“(4) Any proposed modifications to the stand-
ards for icebreaking operations in the Great Lakes.
“(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) COMMERCIAL VESSEL.—The term ‘commer-
cial vessel” means any privately owned cargo vessel

operating in the Great Lakes during the winter sea-
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son of at least 500 tons, as measured under section
14502 of title 46, or an alternate tonnage measured
under section 14302 of such title, as prescribed by the
Secretary under section 14104 of such title.

“(2) GREAT LAKES.—The term ‘Great Lakes’
means the United States waters of Lake Superior,
Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, Lake FErie, and Lake
Ontario, their connecting waterways, and their adja-
cent harbors.

“(3) ICE-COVERED WATERWAY.—The term ‘ice-
covered waterway’ means any portion of the Great
Lakes in which commercial vessels or ferries operate
that s 70 percent or greater covered by ice, but does
not include any waters adjacent to piers or docks for
which. commercial icebreaking services are available
and adequate for the ice conditions.

“(4) OPEN TO NAVIGATION.—The term ‘open to
navigation’ means navigable to the extent necessary,
m no particular order of priovity—

“(A) to extricate wvessels and individuals

Sfrom danger;

“(B) to prevent damage due to flooding;
“(C) to meet the reasonable demands of

commerce;
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1 “(D) to minimaze delays to passenger fer-
2 ries; and

3 “(E) to conduct other Coast Guard missions
4 as required.

5 “(5) REASONABLE DEMANDS OF COMMERCE.—
6 The term ‘reasonable demands of commerce’ means
7 the safe movement of commercial vessels and ferries
8 transiting ice-covered waterways in the Great Lakes,
9 regardless of type of cargo, at a speed consistent with
10 the design capability of Coast Guard icebreakers oper-
11 ating in the Great Lakes and appropriate to the ice
12 capability of the commercial vessel.”.
13 (b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chapter

14 5 of title 14, United States Code, is amended by adding
15 at the end the following:

“564. Great Lakes icebreaking operations.”.

16 SEC. 212. DATABASE ON ICEBREAKING OPERATIONS IN THE

17 GREAT LAKES.
18 (a) IN GENERAL—The Commandant shall establish

19 and maintain a database for collecting, archiving, and dis-
20 seminating data on icebreaking operations and commercial
21 wessel and ferry transit in the Great Lakes during ice sea-
22 son.

23 (b) ELEMENTS.—The database required under sub-

24 section (a) shall include the following:
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(1) Attempts by commercial vessels and ferries to
transit ice-covered waterways in the Great Lakes that
are unsuccessful because of imadequate icebreaking.

(2) The period of time that each commercial ves-
sel or ferry was unsuccessful at so transiting due to
madequate icebreaking.

(3) The amount of time elapsed before each such
commercial vessel or ferry was successfully broken out
of the ice and whether it was accomplished by the
Joast Guard or by commercial icebreaking assets.

(4) Relevant communications of each such com-
mercial vessel or ferry with the Coast Guard and with
commercial icebreaking services during such period.

(5) A description of any wmitigating cir-
cumstance, such as Coast Guard icebreaker diversions
to higher priority massions, that may have contrib-
uted to the amount of time described in paragraph
(3).

(¢) VOLUNTARY REPORTING.—Any reporting by opera-
tors of commercial vessels or ferries under this section shall
be voluntary.

(d) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Commandant shall
make the database available to the public on a publicly ac-

cessible internet website of the Coast Guard.
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(¢) CONSULTATION WITH INDUSTRY.—With respect to
the Great Lakes icebreaking operations of the Coast Guard
and the development of the database required under sub-
section (a), the Commandant shall consult operators of com-
mercial vessels and ferries.
(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COMMERCIAL VESSEL.—The term ‘“‘commer-
cial vessel” means any privately owned cargo vessel
operating in the Great Lakes during the winter sea-
son of at least 500 tons, as measured under section
14502 of title 46, United States Code, or an alternate
tonnage measured under section 14302 of such title,
as prescribed by the Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard s operating under section
14104 of such title.

(2) GREAT LAKES.—The term “Great Lakes”
means the United States waters of Lake Superior,
Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, Lake FErie, and Lake
Ontario, thewr connecting waterways, and their adja-
cent harbors.

(3) ICE-COVERED WATERWAY.—The term “ice-
covered waterway” means any portion of the Great
Lakes in which commercial vessels or ferries operate
that is 70 percent or greater covered by ice, but does

not include any waters adjacent to piers or docks for
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which commercial icebreaking services are available
and adequate for the ice conditions.

(4) OPEN TO NAVIGATION.—The term “open to
navigation” means navigable to the extent necessary,
m no particular order of priority—

(A) to extricate vessels and individuals from
danger;

(B) to prevent damage due to flooding;

(C) to meet the reasonable demands of com-
merce;

(D) to minimize delays to passenger ferries;
and

(E) to conduct other Coast Guard missions
as required.

(5) REASONABLE DEMANDS OF COMMERCE.—The
term “reasonable demands of commerce” means the
safe movement of commercial wvessels and ferries
transiting ice-covered waterways i the Great Lakes,
regardless of type of cargo, at a speed consistent with
the design capability of Coast Guard icebreakers oper-
ating w the Great Lakes and appropriate to the ice
capability of the commercial vessel.

(9) PUBLIC REPORT.—Not later than July 1 after the

24 first winter in which the Commandant s subject to the re-

25 quirements of section 564 of title 14, Unated States Code,
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the Commandant shall publish on a publicly accessible
wternet website of the Coast Guard a report on the cost
to the Coast Guard of meeting the requirements of that sec-
tion.
SEC. 213. GREAT LAKES SNOWMOBILE ACQUISITION PLAN.

(a) IN GENERAL—The Commandant shall develop a
plan to expand snowmobile procurement for Coast Guard
units at which snowmobiles may improve ice rescue re-
sponse times while maintaining the safety of Coast Guard
personnel engaged in search and rescue. The plan must in-
clude consideration of input from Officers in Charge, Com-
manding Officers, and Commanders of impacted units.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by subsection (a)
shall include—

(1) a consideration of input from officers in
charge, commanding officers, and commanders of af-
fected Coast Guard units;

(2) a detailed description of the estimated costs
of procuring, maintaining, and traiming members of
the Coast Guard at affected units to use snowmobiles;
and

(3) an assessment of—

(A) the degree to which snowmobiles may

mmprove ice rescue response times while main-
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taining the safety of Coast Guard personnel en-
gaged i search and rescue;

(B) the operational capabilities of a snow-
mobile, as compared to an airboat, and a force
laydown assessment with respect to the assets
needed for effective operations at Coast Guard
units conducting ice rescue activities; and

(C) the potential risks to members of the
Coast Guard and members of the public posed by
the use of snowmobiles by members of the Coast
Guard for ice rescue activities.

(¢) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—Not later than 1 year after

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall

finalize the plan required by subsection (a) and make the

plan available on a publicly accessible internet website of

the Coast Guard.

SEC. 214. GREAT LAKES BARGE INSPECTION EXEMPTION.
Section 3302(m) of title 46, United States Code, 1is

amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
mserting “or a Great Lakes barge” after “seagoing
barge”; and

(2) by striking “section 3301(6) of this title” and
mserting “paragraph (6) or (13) of section 3301 of
this title”.
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215. STUDY ON SUFFICIENCY OF COAST GUARD AVIA-

TION ASSETS TO MEET MISSION DEMANDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date

of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall submit

to the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-

tation of the Senate and the Commaittee on Transportation

and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a report

on—

shall

(1) the force laydown of Coast Guard aviation
assets; and

(2) any geographic gaps in coverage by Coast
Guard assets in areas in which the Coast Guard has
search and rescue responsibilities.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by subsection (a)
wmcelude the following:

(1) The distance, time, and weather challenges
that MH—-65 and MH—-60 units may face in reaching
the outermost limits of the area of operation of Coast
Guard District 9 and Coast Guard District 8 for
which such units are responsible.

(2) An assessment of the advantages that Coast
Guard fixed-wing assets, or an alternate rotary wing
asset, would offer to the outermost limats of any area
of operation for purposes of search and rescue, law

enforcement, ice operations, and logistical missions.
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(3) A comparison of advantages and disadvan-
tages of the manner in which each of the Coast Guard
Jixed-wing avreraft would operate in the outermost
limits of any area of operation.

(4) A specific assessment of the coverage gaps,
mceluding gaps i fixed-wing coverage, and potential
solutions to address such gaps in the area of oper-
ation of Coast Guard District 9 and Coast Guard
District 8, including the eastern region of such area
of operation with regard to Coast Guard District 9
and the southern region of such arvea of operation
with regard to Coast Guard District 8.

Subtitle C—Arctic
SEC. 221. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ARCTIC SECURITY CUT-
TER PROGRAM OFFICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall
establish a program office for the acquisition of the Arctic
Security Cutter to expedite the evaluation of requirements
and matiate design of a vessel class critical to the national
security of the United States.

(b) DESIGN PHASE.—Not later than 270 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall
wmitiate the design phase of the Arctic Security Cutter vessel

class.
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(¢) QUARTERLY BRIEFINGS.—Not less frequently than
quarterly until the date on which the contract for acquisi-
tion of the Arctic Security Cutter is awarded, the Com-
mandant shall provide a briefing to the Commattee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives on the status of requirements eval-
uations, design of the vessel, and schedule of the program.
SEC. 222. ARCTIC ACTIVITIES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS.—

The term  “appropriate committees of Congress”

means—

(A) the Commattee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate; and

(B) the Commattee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representatives.
(2) Arcric.—The term “Arctic” has the mean-

g given such term in section 112 of the Arctic Re-

search and Policy Act of 1984 (15 U.S.C. 4111).

(b) ARrCTIC OPERATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION RE-
PORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of the department in which
the Coast Guard s operating shall submat a report to the

appropriate committees of Congress that describes the abil-
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vty and timeline to conduct a transit of the Northern Sea

Route and periodic transits of the Northwest Passage.

SEC. 223. STUDY ON ARCTIC OPERATIONS AND INFRA-
STRUCTURE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General of the
Unated States shall commence a study on the Arctic oper-
ations and infrastructure of the Coast Guard.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required under subsection
(a) shall assess the following:

(1) The extent of the collaboration between the
Coast Guard and the Department of Defense to assess,
manage, and mitigate security risks in the Arctic re-
gion.

(2) Actions taken by the Coast Guard to manage
risks to Coast Guard operations, infrastructure, and
workforce planning in the Arctic.

(3) The plans the Coast Guard has in place for
managing and matigating the risks to commercial
maritime operations and the environment in the Arc-
tic region.

(¢c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after commencing
the study required under subsection (a), the Comptroller
General shall submat to the Committee on Commerce,

Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
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mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House
of Representatives a report on the findings of the study.
Subtitle D—Maritime Cyber and
Artificial Intelligence

SEC. 231. ENHANCING MARITIME CYBERSECURITY.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CYBER INCIDENT.—The term “cyber inci-

dent”—

(A) means an event occurring on or con-
ducted through a computer network that actually
or vmmanently jeopardizes the integrity, con-
Sfidentiality, or availability of computers, infor-
mation or communications systems or networks,
physical or virtual infrastructure controlled by
computers or information systems, or informa-
tion resident thereon; and

(B) includes a vulnerability in an informa-
tion system, system security procedures, internal
controls, or vmplementation that could be ex-
ploited by a threat source.

(2) MARITIME OPERATORS.—The term “mari-
time operators” means the owners or operators of ves-
sels engaged i commercial service, the owners or op-

erators of port facilities, and port authorities.
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(3) SIGNIFICANT CYBER INCIDENT.—The term
“significant cyber incident” means a cyber incident
that the Secretary of Homeland Security determines
1s (or group of related cyber incidents that together
are) lLikely to result in demonstrable harm to the na-
tional security interests, foreign relations, or economy
of the United States or to public confidence, civil lib-
erties, or public health and safety of the people of the
United States.
(4) PORT FACILITIES.—The term “port facili-
ties” has the meaning given the term “facility” in
section 70101 of title 46.

(b) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF CYBERSECURITY TOOLS

AND RESOURCES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Com-
mandant, in coordination with the Administrator of
the Maritime Administration, the Director of the Cy-
bersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, and
the Director of the National Institute of Standards
and Technology, shall identify and make available to
the public a list of tools and resources, including the
resources of the Coast Guard and the Cybersecurity
and Infrastructure Security Agency, designed to assist

maritvme operators in identifying, detecting, pro-
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tecting against, responding to, and recovering from
significant cyber incidents.

(2) IDENTIFICATION.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), the Commandant, the Administrator of the
Maritime Administration, the Director of the Cyberse-
curity and Infrastructure Security Agency, and the
Director of the National Institute of Standards and

Technology shall identify tools and resources that—
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(A) comply with the cybersecurity frame-
work for improving critical infrastructure estab-
lished by the National Institute of Standards
and Technology; or

(B) use the guidelines on maritime cyber
risk management issued by the International
Maritime Organization on July 5, 2017 (or suc-
cessor guidelines).

(3) CONSULTATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL—The Commandant, the
Admainastrator of the Maritime Administration,
the Director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastruc-
ture Security Agency, and the Director of the
National Institute of Standards and Technology
may consult with maritvme operators, other Fed-

eral agencies, industry stakeholders, and cyberse-
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curity experts to identify tools and resources for
purposes of this section.

(B) INAPPLICABILITY OF FACA.—The Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.)
shall not apply to the consultation described in
subparagraph (A) or to any other action in sup-
port of the implementation of this section.

SEC. 232. ESTABLISHMENT OF UNMANNED SYSTEM PRO-
GRAM AND AUTONOMOUS CONTROL AND
COMPUTER VISION TECHNOLOGY PROJECT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—RSection 319 of title 14, United

States Code, 1s amended to read as follows:

“§319. Unmanned system program and autonomous
control and computer vision technology
project

“la) UNMANNED SYSTEM PrROGRAM.—The Secretary
shall establish, under the control of the Commandant, an
unmanned system program for the use by the Coast Guard
of land-based, cutter-based, and aireraft-based unmanned
systems for the purpose of increasing effectiveness and effi-
ciency of mission execution.

“b) AuroNomous CONTROL AND COMPUTER VISION

TECHNOLOGY PROJECT.—

“(1) IN GENERAL—The Commandant shall con-

duct a project to retrofit 2 or more existing Coast
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Guard small boats deployed at operational unaits

with—
“(A4) commercially available autonomous
control and computer vision technology; and
“(B) such sensors and methods of commu-
nication as are necessary to control, and tech-
nology to assist in conducting, search and rescue,
surveillance, and interdiction missions.

“(2) DATA COLLECTION.—As part of the project
required by paragraph (1), the Commandant shall
collect and evaluate field-collected operational data
Jrom the retrofit described in that paragraph so as to
mform future requirements.

“(3) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after
the date on which the project required under para-
graph (1) is completed, the Commandant shall pro-
vide a briefing to the Commaittee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the
Jommittee on Transportation and Infrastructure of
the House of Representatives on the project that in-
cludes an evaluation of the data collected from the
project.

“(c) UNMANNED SYSTEM DEFINED.—In this section,

24 the term ‘unmanned system’ means—
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“(1) an unmanned avrcraft system (as defined in
section 44801 of title 49, United States Code);
“(2) an unmanned marine surface system; and
“(3) an unmanned marine subsurface system.
“(d) CoST ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall
provide to Congress an estimate of the costs associated with
implementing the amendments made by this section.”.
(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chapter
3 of title 14, United States Code, is amended by striking

the item relating to section 319 and inserting the following:

“319. Unmanned system program and autonomous control and computer vision
technology project.”.

SEC. 233. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE STRATEGY.
(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF ACTIVITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall estab-
lish a set of activities to coordinate the efforts of the
Coast Guard to develop and mature artificial intel-
ligence technologies and transition such technologies
mto operational use where appropriate.

(2) EMPHASIS.—The set of activities established
under paragraph (1) shall—

(A) apply artificial intelligence and ma-
chine-learning solutions to operational and mais-

ston-support problems; and
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(B) coordinate activities involving artificial
wtelligence and artificial intelligence-enabled ca-
pabilities within the Coast Guard.
(b) DESIGNATED OFFICIAL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Com-
mandant shall designate a senior official of the Coast
Guard (referred to in this section as the “designated
official”’) with the principal responsibility for the co-
ordination of activities relating to the development
and demonstration of artificial intelligence and ma-
chine learning for the Coast Guard.

(2) DUTIES.—

(A) STRATEGIC PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The designated offi-
cral shall develop a detailed strategic plan
to develop, mature, adopt, and transition
artificial intelligence technologies into oper-
ational use where appropriate.

(11) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by
clause (v) shall include the following:

(I) A strategic roadmap for the
identification and coordination of the

development and fielding of artificial
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wntelligence technologies and key ena-
bling capabilities.

(II) The continuous evaluation
and adaptation of relevant artificial
mtelligence  capabilities developed by
the Coast Guard and by other organi-
zations for military massions and busi-

ness operations.

(111) COORDINATION.—In  developing
the plan required by clause (i), the des-
wynated official shall coordinate and engage
with the Secretary of Defense and the Chief
Dugital and Artificial Intelligence Office.

(iv) SUBMISSION TO COMMANDANT.—
Not later than 2 years after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the designated official
shall submit to the Commandant the plan
developed under clause (1).

(B) GOVERNANCE AND OVERSIGHT OF ARTI-

FICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND MACHINE LEARNING

POLICY.—The designated official shall regularly

convene appropriate officials  of the Coast

Guard—
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(1) to integrate the functional activities
of the Coast Guard with respect to artificial
mtelligence and machine learning;

(i1) to ensure that there are efficient
and effective artificial intelligence and ma-
chine-learning capabilities throughout the
Coast Guard; and

(111) to develop and continuously im-
prove research, innovation, policy, joint
processes, and procedures to facilitate the
development, acquisition, integration, ad-
vancement, oversight, and sustainment of
artificial intelligence and machine learning

throughout the Coast Guard.

(¢) ACCELERATION OF DEVELOPMENT AND FIELDING

OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.—To the extent practicable,

the Commandant, in conjunction with the Secretary of De-

fense and the Chief Digital and Artificial Intelligence Of-

fice, shall—

(1) use the flexibility of regulations, personnel,

acquisition, partnerships with industry and aca-

demia, or other relevant policies of the Coast Guard

to accelerate the development and fielding of artificial

mtelligence capabilities;
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(2) ensure engagement with defense and private
mdustries, research wuniwversities, and unaffiliated,
nonprofit research institutions;

(3) provide technical advice and support to enti-
ties in the Coast Guard to optimize the use of artifi-
cial intelligence and machine-learning technologies to
meet Coast Guard maissions;

(4) support the development of requirements for
artificial intelligence capabilities that address the
highest priority capability gaps of the Coast Guard
and technical feasibility;

(5) develop and support capabilities for technical
analysis and assessment of threat capabilities based
on artificial intelligence;

(6) wdentify the workforce and capabilities need-
ed to support the artificial intelligence capabilities
and requirements of the Coast Guard,;

(7) develop classification guidance for all artifi-
cial intelligence-related activities of the Coast Guard;

(8) work with appropriate officials to develop
appropriate ethical, legal, and other policies for the
Coast Guard governing the development and use of
artificial intelligence-enabled systems and technologies
m operational situations; and

(9) ensure—
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(A) that artificial intelligence programs of
the Coast Guard are consistent with this section;
and

(B) appropriate coordination of artificial
mtelligence activities of the Coast Guard with
mteragency, industry, and international efforts
relating to artificial intelligence, including rel-
evant participation in standards-setting bodies.

(d) INTERIM STRATEGIC PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL—The Commandant shall de-
velop a strategic plan to develop, mature, adopt, and
transition artificial intelligence technologies into
operational use where appropriate, that is informed
by the plan developed by the designated official under
subsection (b)(2)(A).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) Each element described in clause (1) of
subsection (b)(2)(A).

(B) A consideration of the identification,
adoption, and procurement of artificial intel-
ligence technologies for use in operational and
mission support activities.

(3) COORDINATION.—In developing the plan re-

quired by paragraph (1), the Commandant shall co-
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ordinate and engage with the Secretary of Defense,
the Chief Digital and Artificial Intelligence Office, de-
fense and private industries, research wuniversities,
and unagfiliated, nonprofit research institutions.

(4) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Commandant shall submit to the Commaittee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and
the Commattee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives the plan developed
under paragraph (1).

SEC. 234. REVIEW OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE APPLICA-
TIONS AND ESTABLISHMENT OF PERFORM-

ANCE METRICS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall—

(1) review the potential applications of artificial
mtelligence and digital technology to the platforms,
processes, and operations of the Coast Guard;

(2) identify the resources mecessary to improve
the use of artificial intelligence and digital technology
e such platforms, processes, and operations; and

(3) establish performance objectives and accom-

panying metrics for the incorporation of artificial in-
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telligence and digital readiness into such platforms,
processes, and operations.
(b) PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES AND ACCOMPANYING
METRICS.—
(1) SKILL GAPS.—In carrying out subsection (a),
the Commandant shall—
(A) conduct a comprehensive review and as-
sessment of—

(1) skill gaps in the fields of software
development, software engineering, data
science, and artificial intelligence;

(11) the qualifications of civilian per-
sonnel mneeded for both management and
specialist tracks in such fields; and

(111) the qualifications of military per-
sonnel (officer and enlisted) needed for both
management and specialist tracks in such
fields; and
(B) establish recruiting, training, and tal-

ent management performance objectives and ac-
companying metrics for achieving and main-
tavning staffing levels needed to fill identified
gaps and meet the needs of the Coast Guard for

skalled personnel.
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(2) Al MODERNIZATION ACTIVITIES.—In car-
rying out subsection (a), the Commandant, with sup-
port from the Director of the Joint Artificial Intel-
ligence Center, shall—

(A) assess investment by the Coast Guard in
artificial ntelligence innovation, science and
technology, and research and development;

(B) assess investment by the Coast Guard
m test and evaluation of artificial intelligence
capabilities;

(C) assess the integration of, and the re-
sources mecessary to better use artificial intel-
ligence in wargames, exercises, and experimen-
tation;

(D) assess the application of, and the re-
sources necessary to better use, artificial intel-
ligence i logistics and sustainment systems;

(E) assess the integration of, and the re-
sources necessary to better use, artificial intel-
ligence for administrative functions;

(F) establish performance objectives and ac-
companying wmetrics for artificial intelligence

modernization activities of the Coast Guard; and
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(G) identify the resources necessary to effec-
twely use artificial intelligence to carry out the
missions of the Coast Guard.

(¢c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 180 days
after the completion of the review requirved by subsection
(a)(1), the Commandant shall submit to the Commaittee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation and the Commattee
on Appropriations of the Senate and the Commattee on
Transportation and Infrastructure and the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representatives a report
on—

(1) the findings of the Commandant with respect
to such review and any action taken or proposed to
be taken by the Commandant, and the resources nec-
essary to address such findings;

(2) the performance objectives and accompanying
metrics established under subsections (a)(3) and
(O)(1)(B); and

(3) any recommendation with respect to pro-
posals for legislative change necessary to successfully
mmplement artificial intelligence applications within
the Coast Guard.

SEC. 235. CYBER DATA MANAGEMENT.
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant, in coordination

with the Commander of Unated States Cyber Command,
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1 and the Director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure

2 Security Agency, shall—
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(1) develop policies, processes, and operating
procedures governing—

(A) access to and the ingestion, structure,
storage, and analysis of information and data
relevant to the Coast Guard Cyber Mission, in-
cluding—

(1) antelligence data relevant to Coast

Guard missions;

(11) wnternet traffic, topology, and ac-
tiity data relevant to such missions; and

(111) cyber threat information relevant
to such missions; and

(B) data management and analytic plat-
Jorms relating to such missions; and
(2) evaluate data management platforms referred

to i paragraph (1)(B) to ensure that such platforms
operate consistently with the Coast Guard Data
Strategy.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of

22 the enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall submit

23 to the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-

24 tation of the Senate and the Committee on Transportation
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and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a report
that icludes—
(1) an assessment of the progress on the activities
required by subsection (a); and
(2) any recommendation with respect to funding
or additional authorities necessary, including pro-
posals for legislative change, to improve Coast Guard
cyber data management.
SEC. 236. DATA MANAGEMENT.

The Commandant shall develop data workflows and
processes for the leveraging of maission-relevant data by the
Coast Guard to enhance operational effectiveness and effi-
clency.

SEC. 237. STUDY ON CYBER THREATS TO THE UNITED
STATES MARINE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General of the
Unated States shall commence a study on cyber threats to
the United States marine transportation system.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by paragraph (1)
shall assess the following:

(1) The extent to which the Coast Guard, in col-
laboration with other Federal agencies, sets standards

Jor the cybersecurity of facilities and vessels requlated

under parts 104, 105, or 106 of title 33 of the Code
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of Federal Regulations, as in effect on the date of the

enactment of this Act.

(2) The manner in which the Coast Guard en-
sures cybersecurity standards arve followed by port,
vessel, and facility owners and operators.

(3) The extent to which maritime sector-specific
planning addresses cybersecurity, particularly for ves-
sels and offshore platforms.

(4) The manner in which the Coast Guard, other
Federal agencies, and vessel and offshore platform op-
erators exchange information regarding cyber risks.

(5) The extent to which the Coast Guard s devel-
oping and deploying cybersecurity specialists in port
and vessel systems and collaborating with the private
sector to increase the expertise of the Coast Guard
with respect to cybersecurity.

(6) The cyber resource and workforce needs of the
Coast Guard mnecessary to meet future maission de-
mands.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after commencing
the study required by subsection (a), the Comptroller Gen-
eral shall submat a report on the findings of the study to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate and the Commaittee on Transportation and

Infrastructure of the House of Representatives.
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(d) DEFINITION OF FACILITY—In this section the
term “facility” has the meaning given the term in section
70101 of title 46, Unated States Code.
Subtitle E—Aviation

SEC. 241. SPACE-AVAILABLE TRAVEL ON COAST GUARD AIR-
CRAFT: PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION AND ELI-
GIBLE RECIPIENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 5 of title
14, Unated States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end
the following:

“§509. Space-available travel on Coast Guard air-
craft

“la)(1) The Coast Guard may establish a program to
provide transportation on Coast Guard aircraft on a space-
available basis to the categories of eligible individuals de-
seribed in subsection (c¢) (in this section referred to as the
‘program’).

“(2) Not later than 1 year after the date on which the
program s established, the Commandant shall develop a
policy for its operation.

“b)(1) The Commandant shall operate the program
m a budget-neutral manner.

“(2)(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B), no

additional funds may be used, or flight hours performed,
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1 for the purpose of providing transportation under the pro-
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gram.

“(B) The Commandant may make de minimis expend-
vtures of resources required for the administrative aspects
of the program.

“(3) Eligible individuals described in subsection (c)
shall not be required to reimburse the Coast Guard for trav-
el provided under this section.

“(c) Subject to subsection (d), the categories of eligible
mdividuals described wn this subsection are the following:

“(1) Members of the armed forces on active duty.

“(2) Members of the Selected Reserve who hold a
valid Uniformed Services Identification and Privilege
Card.

“(3) Retired members of a regular or reserve
component of the armed forces, including retired
members of reserve components who, but for being
under the eligibility age applicable under section
12731 of title 10, would be eligible for retired pay
under chapter 1223 of title 10.

“(4) Subject to subsection (f), veterans with «a
permanent service-connected disability rated as total.

“(5) Such categories of dependents of individuals
described in paragraphs (1) through (3) as the Com-

mandant shall specify in the policy under subsection
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(a)(2), under such conditions and circumstances as
the Commandant shall specify in such policy.

“(6) Such other categories of individuals as the
Commandant, in the discretion of the Commandant,
considers appropriate.

“d) In operating the program, the Commandant

shall—

“(1) in the sole discretion of the Commandant,
establish an order of priority for transportation for
categories of eligible indwiduals that s based on con-
siderations of malitary necessity, humanitarian con-
cerns, and enhancement of morale;

“(2) give priority i consideration of transpor-
tation to the demands of members of the armed forces
m the regular components and in the reserve compo-
nents on active duty and to the need to provide such
members, and thewr dependents, a means of respite
Jfrom such demands; and

“(3) vmplement policies aimed at ensuring cost
control (as required by subsection (b)) and the safety,
security, and efficient processing of travelers, includ-
g bhimiting the benefit under the program to 1 or
more categories of otherwise eligible individuals, as

the Commandant considers necessary.
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“le)(1) Notwithstanding subsection (d)(1), in estab-
lishing space-available transportation priovities under the
program, the Commandant shall provide transportation for
an dividual described in paragraph (2), and a single de-
pendent of the individual if needed to accompany the indi-
vidual, at a priority level in the same category as the pri-
ority level for an unaccompanied dependent over the age
of 18 years traveling on environmental and morale leave.

“(2) Subject to paragraph (3), paragraph (1) applies
with respect to an individual described in subsection (¢)(3)
who—

“(A) resides in or is located in a Commonwealth
or possession of the United States; and
“(B) 1s referred by a military or civilian pri-

mary care provider located in that Commonwealth or

possession to a speciallty care provider for services to

be provided outside of that Commonwealth or posses-

ston.

“(3) If an individual described in subsection (c)(3) is
a retired member of a reserve component who is ineligible
Jor retvred pay under chapter 1223 of title 10 by reason
of being under the eligibility age applicable under section
12731 of title 10, paragraph (1) applies to the individual
only if the individual 1s also enrolled in the TRICARE pro-
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1 gram for certain members of the Retired Reserve authorized

2 under section 1076e of title 10.

“(4) The priority for space-available transportation

required by this subsection applies with respect to—

“(A) the travel from the Commonwealth or pos-
sesston of the United States to recewve the specialty
care services; and

“(B) the return travel.

“(5) In this subsection, the terms ‘primary care pro-

vider” and ‘specialty care provider’ refer to a medical or

dental professional who provides health care services under

chapter 55 of title 10.

to a

“f)(1) Travel may not be provided under this section

veteran eligible for travel pursuant to paragraph (4)

of subsection (c) in priority over any member eligible for

travel under paragraph (1) of that subsection or any de-

pendent of such a member eligible for travel under this sec-

tion.

“(2) Subsection (c)(4) may not be construed as—

“(A) affecting or i any way imposing on the
Coast Guard, any armed force, or any commercial en-
tity with which the Coast Guard or an armed force
contracts, an obligation or expectation that the Coast
Guard or such armed force will retrofit or alter, in

any way, military avrcraft or commercial aireraft, or
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related equipment or facilities, used or leased by the

Coast Guard or such armed force to accommodate

passengers provided travel under such authority on

account of disability; or

“(B) preempting the authority of an avreraft
commander to determine who boards the aircraft and
any other matters i connection with safe operation
of the avrcraft.

“(g) The authority to provide transportation under the
program 1s in addition to any other authority under law
to provide transportation on Coast Guard aircraft on a
space-available basis.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for sub-
chapter I of chapter 5 of title 14, United States Code, is

amended by adding at the end the following:

“509. Space-available travel on Coast Guard aircraft.”.
SEC. 242. REPORT ON COAST GUARD AIR STATION BARBERS
POINT HANGAR.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall
submit to the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation and the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate and the Commaittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture and the Committee on Appropriations of the House

of Representatives a report on facilities requirements for
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1 constructing a hangar at Coast Guard Air Station Barbers

2 Point at Oahu, Hawanr.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by subsection (a)

shall include the following:

(1) A description of the $45,000,000 phase one
design for the hangar at Coast Guard Avr Station
Barbers Point funded by the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2021 (Public Law 116-260; 134 Stat.
1132).

(2) An evaluation of the full facilities require-
ments for such hangar to house, maintain, and oper-
ate the MH—65 and HC-130J, including—

(A) storage and provision of fuel; and
(B) maintenance and parts storage facili-
ties.

(3) An evaluation of facilities growth require-
ments for possible future basing of the MH—-60 with
the C-130J at Coast Guard Awr Station Barbers
Point.

(4) A description of and cost estimate for each
project phase for the construction of such hangar.

(5) A description of the plan for sheltering in the
hangar during extreme weather events aircraft of the
Coast Guard and partner agencies, such as the Na-

tronal Oceanic and Atmospheric Admainistration.
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(6) A description of the risks posed to operations

at Coast Guard Avwr Station Barbers Point if future

project phases for the construction of such hangar are

not funded.

SEC. 243. STUDY ON THE OPERATIONAL AVAILABILITY OF

COAST GUARD AIRCRAFT AND STRATEGY FOR

COAST GUARD AVIATION.

(a) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller

General of the United States shall commence a study

on the operational availability of Coast Guard air-

craft.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study required by para-

graph (1) shall include the following:
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(A4) An assessment of —

(1) the extent to which the fixed-wing
and rotary-wing avreraft of the Coast
Guard have met annual operational avail-
ability targets in recent years;

(11) the challenges the Coast Guard
may face with respect to such aircraft meet-
g operational avarlability targets, and the

effects of such challenges on the Coast
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Guard’s ability to meet mission require-
ments; and

(111) the status of Coast Guard efforts
to upgrade or recapitalize its fleet of such
avreraft to meet growth in future mission
demands globally, such as in the Western
Hemasphere, the Arctic region, and the
Western Pacific region.

(B) Any recommendation with respect to

the operational availability of Coast Guard air-

craft.

(C) The resource and workforce require-

ments mnecessary for Coast Guard Aviation to

meet current and future mission demands spe-

cific to each rotary-wing and fixed-wing air-

frame type in the current inventory of the Coast

Guard.

(3) REPORT.—On completion of the study re-

quired by paragraph (1), the Comptroller General

shall submit to the Commandant a report on the find-

mgs of the study.

(b) COAST GUARD AVIATION STRATEGY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after

the date on which the study under subsection (a) is

completed, the Commandant shall develop a com-
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prehensiwve strategy for Coast Guard Aviation that is
mformed by the relevant recommendations and find-
mgs of the study.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) With respect to aircraft of the Coast
Guard—

(1) an analysis of—
(I) the current and future oper-
ations and future resource needs; and
(II) the manner in which such fu-
ture needs are integrated with the Fu-
ture Vertical Lift initiatives of the De-
partment of Defense; and
(11) an estimated tvmeline with respect
to when such future needs will arise.

(B) The projected number of aviation assets,
the locations at which such assets are to be sta-
twoned, the cost of operation and maintenance of
such assets, and an assessment of the capabilities
of such assets as compared to the missions they
are expected to execute, at the completion of
major procurement and modernization plans.

(C) A procurement plan, including an esti-

mated timetable and the estimated appropria-
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tions necessary for all platforms, including un-
manned avreraft.

(D) A traiming plan for pilots and avrerew
that addresses—

(1) the use of simulators owned and op-
erated by the Coast Guard, and simulators
that are not owned or operated by the Coast
Guard, including any such simulators based
outside the United States; and

(11) the costs associated with attending
training courses.

(E) Current and future requirements for
cutter and land-based deployment of aviation as-
sets globally, including in the Arctic, the Eastern
Pacific, the Western Pacific, the Caribbean, the
Atlantic Basin, and any other area the Com-
mandant considers appropriate.

(F) A description of the feasibility of de-
ploying, and the resource requirements necessary
to deploy, rotary-winged assets onboard all fu-
ture Arctic cutter patrols.

(G) An evaluation of current and future fa-
cilities needs for Coast Guard aviation units.

(H) An evaluation of pilot and avrerew

travming and retention needs, including aviation
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career mcentive pay, retention bonuses, and any
other workforce tools the Commandant considers
necessary.
(3) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after
the date on which the strategy required by paragraph
(1) s completed, the Commandant shall provide to
the Commattee on Commenrce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Commattee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
twes a briefing on the strateqgy.
Subtitle F—Workforce Readiness
SEC. 251. AUTHORIZED STRENGTH.
Section 3702 of title 14, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:
“(c) The Secretary may vary the authorized end

strength of the Selected Reserve of the Coast Guard Reserve

Jor a fiscal year by a number equal to not more than 3

percent of such end strength upon a determination by the
Secretary that such a variation is in the national interest.

“(d) The Commandant may increase the authorized
end strength of the Selected Reserve of the Coast Guard Re-
serve by a number equal to not more than 2 percent of such
authorized end strength upon a determination by the Com-

mandant that such an increase would enhance manning
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and readiness 1n essential units or in critical specialties

or ratings.”.

SEC. 252. NUMBER AND DISTRIBUTION OF OFFICERS ON AC-
TIVE DUTY PROMOTION LIST.

(a) MaxiMmumM NUMBER OF OFFICERS.—Section
2103(a) of title 14, Unated States Code, 1s amended to read
as follows:

“la) Maximum TorAL NUMBER.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The total number of Coast
Guard commissioned officers on the active duty pro-
motion list, excluding warrant officers, shall not ex-
ceed 7,400.

“(2) TEMPORARY INCREASE.—Notwithstanding
paragraph (1), the Commandant may temporarily in-
crease the total number of commissioned officers per-
mitted under that paragraph by wp to 4 percent for
not more than 60 days after the date of the commas-
stoning of a Coast Guard Academy class.

“(3) NoriricArioNn—If the Commandant in-
creases pursuant to paragraph (2) the total number
of commissioned officers permitted under paragraph
(1), the Commandant shall notify the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-

ture of the House of Representatives of the number of
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officers on the actwe duty promotion list on the last
day of the preceding 30-day period—
“(A) not later than 30 days after such in-
crease; and
“(B) every 30 days thereafter until the total
number of commassioned officers no longer ex-
ceeds the total number of commissioned officers
permitted under paragraph (1).”.
(b) OrriCErRS NoT ON AcTIVE DUTY PROMOTION
LisT—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 51 of title 14, Unaited
States Code, s amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:
“§5113. Officers not on active duty promotion list
“Not later than 60 days after the date on which the
President submats to Congress a budget pursuant to section
1105(a) of title 31, the Commandant shall submit to the
Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of

the Senate and the Committee on Transportation and In-

Sfrastructure of the House of Representatives the number of

Coast Guard officers who are serving at other Federal agen-
cies on a reimbursable basis, and the number of Coast
Guard officers who are serving at other Federal agencies
on a non-resmbursable basis but are not on the active duty

promotion list.”.
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(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for
chapter 51 of title 14, United States Code, is amended

by adding at the end the following:

“5113. Officers not on active duty promotion list.”,
SEC. 253. CONTINUATION ON ACTIVE DUTY OF OFFICERS
WITH CRITICAL SKILLS.
(a) IN GENERAL—Subchapter 11 of chapter 21 of title
14, Unated States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end
the following:
“§2166. Continuation on active duty of officers with
critical skills
“la) IN GENERAL—The Commandant may authorize
an officer in any grade above grade O-2 to remain on ac-
twe duty after the date otherwise provided for the retire-
ment of the officer in section 2154 of thas title if the officer
possesses a critical skill or specialty or is in a career field
designated pursuant to subsection (b).
“(b) CRITICAL SKILL, SPECIALTY, OR (CAREER
FieLp.—The Commandant shall designate 1 or more crit-
weal skills, specialties, or career fields for purposes of sub-

section (a).

“(c) DURATION OF CONTINUATION.—An officer contin-
ued on actwe duty pursuant to this section shall, if not
earlier retired, be retired on the first day of the month after

the month in which the officer completes 40 years of active

service.
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“(d) PorLicy—The Commandant shall carry out this
section by prescribing policy that specifies the criteria to
be used i designating any critical skill, specialty, or career
field for purposes of subsection (b).”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for sub-
chapter II of chapter 21 of title 14, Unated States Code,

18 amended by adding at the end the following:

“2166. Continuation on active duty of officers with critical skills.”.
SEC. 254. CAREER INCENTIVE PAY FOR MARINE INSPEC-
TORS.

(a) AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE ASSIGNMENT PAY OR
SPECIAL Dutry PAy.—The Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard 1is operating may provide assign-
ment pay or special duty pay under section 352 of title
37, United States Code, to a member of the Coast Guard
serving in a prevention position and assigned as a marine
mspector or marine investigator pursuant to section 312
of title 14, United States Code.

(b) ANNUAL BRIEFING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and annually
thereafter, the Secretary of the department in which
the Coast Guard 1s operating shall provide to the
Jommattee on  Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Commattee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-

*S 4802 RS



442
twes a briefing on any uses of the authority under
subsection (a) during the preceding year.
(2) ELEMENTS.—Each briefing required by

paragraph (1) shall include the following:
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(A) The number of members of the Coast
Guard serving as marine inspectors or marine
mvestigators pursuant to section 312 of title 14,
United States Code, who are receiving assign-
ment pay or special duty pay under section 352
of title 37, United States Code.

(B) An assessment of the impact of the use
of the authority under this section on the effec-
tweness and efficiency of the Coast Guard in ad-
manistering the laws and reqgulations for the pro-
motion of safety of life and property on and
under the high seas and waters subject to the ju-
risdiction of the United States.

(C) An assessment of the effects of assign-
ment pay and special duty pay on retention of
manrine inspectors and investigators.

(D) If the authority provided in subsection
(a) 1s nmot exercised, a detailed justification for
not exercising such authority, including an ex-
planation of the efforts the Secretary of the de-

partment in which the Coast Guard is operating
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1s taking to ensure that the Coast Guard work-

force contains an adequate number of qualified

marine imspectors.
(¢c) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
the department in which the Coast Guard s oper-
ating, m coordination with the Director of the Na-
tional Institute for Occupational Safety and Health,
shall conduct a study on the health of marine inspec-
tors and marine wnvestigators who have served in
such positions for a period of not less than least 10
years.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An evaluation of—

(1) the daily vessel inspection duties of
marine mspectors and marine investigators,
meluding the examination of internal cargo
tanks and voids and new construction ac-
twvities;

(11) major incidents to which marine
mspectors and marine 1nvestigators have
had to respond, and any other significant

meident, such as a vessel casualty, that has
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resulted n the exposure of marine inspec-

tors and marime investigators to hazardous

chemacals or substances; and

(111) the types of hazardous chemicals
or substances to which marine inspectors
and marine mvestigators have been exposed
relative to the effects such chemicals or sub-
stances have had on marine inspectors and
marine investigators.

(B) A review and analysis of the current
Coast Guard health and safety monitoring sys-
tems, and recommendations for improving such
systems, specifically with respect to the exposure
of members of the Coast Guard to hazardous sub-
stances while carrying out inspections and inves-
twgation duties.

(C) Any other element the Secretary of the
department in which the Coast Guard 1is oper-
ating considers appropriate.

(3) REPORT.—On completion of the study re-
quired by paragraph (1), the Secretary of the depart-
ment wn which the Coast Guard is operating shall
submit to the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Commaittee on

Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of
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Representatives a report on the findings of the study

and recommendations for actions the Commandant

should take to improve the health and exposure of ma-
rime inspectors and marine mvestigators.

(d) TERMINATION.—The authority provided by sub-
section (a) shall terminate on December 31, 2027, unless
the study required by subsection (c) is completed and sub-
mitted as required by that subsection.

SEC. 255. EXPANSION OF THE ABILITY FOR SELECTION
BOARD TO RECOMMEND OFFICERS OF PAR-
TICULAR MERIT FOR PROMOTION.

Section 2116(c)(1) of title 14, United States Code, 1is
amended, in the second sentence, by inserting “three times”
after “may not exceed”.

SEC. 256. PAY AND ALLOWANCES FOR CERTAIN MEMBERS
OF THE COAST GUARD DURING FUNDING
GAP.

(a) IN GENERAL—During a funding gap, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall make available to the Secretary
of Homeland Security, out of any amounts in the general
fund of the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, such
amounts as the Secretary of Homeland Security determines
to be necessary to continue to provide, without interruption,

during the funding gap such sums as are necessary for—
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1 (1) pay and allowances to members of the Coast
2 Guard, ncluding reserve components thereof, who
3 perform active service;

4 (2) the payment of a death gratuity under sec-
5 tions 1475 through 1477 and 1489 of title 10, Unated
6 States Code, with respect to members of the Coast
7 Guard;

8 (3) the payment or reimbursement of authorized
9 Juneral travel and travel related to the dignified
10 transfer of remains and wnit memorial services under
11 section 481f of title 37, United States Code, with re-
12 spect to members of the Coast Guard; and
13 (4) the temporary continuation of a basic allow-
14 ance for housing for dependents of members of the
15 Coast Guard dying on active duty, as authorized by
16 section 403(l) of title 37, Unated States Code.
17 (b) FUNDING GAP DEFINED.—In this section, the term

18 “funding gap” means any period after the beginning of a
19 fiscal year for which interim or full-year appropriations
20 for the personnel accounts of the Coast Guard have not been
21 enacted.

22 SEC. 257. MODIFICATION TO EDUCATION LOAN REPAYMENT
23 PROGRAM.

24 (a) IN GENERAL—Section 2772 of title 14, Unaited

25 States Code, is amended to read as follows:
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1 “§2772. Education loan repayment program: members

2 on active duty in specified military spe-

3 cialties

4 “la)(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, the

5 Secretary may repay—

6 “(A4) any loan made, insured, or guaranteed

7 under part B of title IV of the Higher Education Act

8 of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1071 et seq.);

9 “(B) any loan made under part D of such title
10 (the William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan Program,
11 20 U.S.C. 1087a et seq.);

12 “(C) any loan made under part E of such title
13 (20 U.S.C. 1087aa et seq.); or

14 “(D) any loan incurred for educational purposes
15 made by a lender that 1s—

16 “(0) an agency or anstrumentality of «a
17 State;

18 “(in) a financial or credit institution (in-
19 cluding an insurance company) that is subject to
20 examination and supervision by an agency of
21 the United States or any State;

22 “(11) a pension fund approved by the Sec-
23 retary for purposes of this section; or

24 “(w) a nonprofit private entity designated
25 by a State, requlated by such State, and ap-
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proved by the Secretary for purposes of this sec-

tion.

“(2) Repayment of any such loan shall be made on
the basis of each complete year of service performed by the
borrower.

“(3) The Secretary may repay loans described in para-
graph (1) in the case of any person for service performed
on actwe duty as a member in an officer program or mili-
tary specialty specified by the Secretary.

“(b) The portion or amount of a loan that may be re-
paid under subsection (a) is 33/ percent or $1,500, which-
ever 1s greater, for each year of service.

“(c) If a portion of a loan is repard under this section

Jor any year, interest on the remainder of such loan shall

accrue and be paid in the same manner as is otherwise re-
quired.

“(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to au-
thorize refunding any repayment of a loan.

“le) A person who transfers from service making the
person eligible for repayment of loans under this section
(as described in subsection (a)(3)) to service making the
person eligible for repayment of loans under section 16301
of title 10 (as described wn subsection (a)(2) or (g) of that
section) during a year shall be eligible to have repaid a

portion of such loan determined by giving appropriate frac-
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twonal credit for each portion of the year so served, i ac-
cordance with regulations of the Secretary concerned.

“(f) The Secretary shall prescribe a schedule for the
allocation of funds made available to carry out the provi-
stons of this section and section 16301 of title 10 during
any year for which funds are not sufficient to pay the sum
of the amounts eligible for repayment under subsection (a)
and section 16301 (a) of title 10.

“(g) Except a person described in subsection (e) who
transfers to service making the person eligible for repay-
ment of loans under section 16301 of title 10, a member
of the Coast Guard who fails to complete the period of serv-
1ee required to qualify for loan repayment under this sec-
tion shall be subject to the repayment provisions of section
303a(e) or 373 of title 37.

“(h) The Secretary may prescribe procedures for im-
plementing this section, including standards for qualified
loans and authorized payees and other terms and conditions
Sfor making loan repayments. Such regulations may include
exceptions that would allow for the payment as a lump sum
of any loan repayment due to a member under a written
agreement that existed at the time of a member’s death or
disability.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for sub-

chapter 111 of chapter 27 of title 14, United States Code,
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18 amended by striking the item relating to section 2772

and inserting the following:

“2772. Education loan repayment program: members on active duty in specified
military specialties.”.

SEC. 258. RETIREMENT OF VICE COMMANDANT.

Section 303 of title 14, Unated States Code, 1s amend-
ed—

(1) by amending subsection (a)(2) to read as fol-
lows:

“(2) A Vice Commandant who s retired while serving
as Vice Commandant, after serving not less than 2 years
as Vice Commandant, shall be retvred with the grade of ad-
miral, except as provided in section 306(d).”; and

(2) in subsection (c), by striking “or Vice Com-
mandant” and inserting “or as an officer serving as

Vice Commandant who has served less than 2 years

as Vice Commandant”.

SEC. 259. REPORT ON RESIGNATION AND RETIREMENT
PROCESSING TIMES AND DENIAL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, and annually thereafter,
the Commandant shall submait to the Commattee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives, a report that evaluates resigna-

tion and retirement processing timelines.
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(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by subsection (a)
shall nclude the following for the preceding calendar

year:

(1) statistics on the number of resignations, re-
tirements, and other separations that occurred,
(2) the processing time for each action described

m paragraph (1);

(3) the percentage of requests for such actions
that had a command endorsement;

(4) the percentage of requests for such actions
that did not have a command endorsement; and

(5) for each denial of a request for a command
endorsement and each failure to take action on such

a request, a detailed description of the rationale for

such denial or failure to take such action.
SEC. 260. CALCULATION OF ACTIVE SERVICE.

Any service in the Armed Forces described in writing,
mcluding by electronic communication, before the date of
the enactment of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Pub-
lic Law 116-283; 134 Stat. 3388), by a representative of
the Coast Guard Personnel Service Center, as service that
counts toward total active service for the purpose of retire-
ment under section 2152 of title 14, Unated States Code,

shall be considered by the President as active service for
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purposes of applying such section with respect to the deter-
manation of the retirement qualification for any officer to
whom a description was provided.
SEC. 261. PHYSICAL DISABILITY EVALUATION SYSTEM PRO-
CEDURE REVIEW.
(a) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller
General of the Unated States shall complete a study
on the Coast Guard Physical Disability Evaluation
System and medical retirement procedures.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study required by para-
graph (1) shall review, and provide recommendations
to address, the following:

(A) Coast Guard compliance with all appli-
cable laws, regulations, and policies relating to
the Physical Disability Evaluation System and
the Medical Evaluation Board.

(B) Coast Guard compliance with timelines
set forth in—

(1) the instruction of the Commandant
entitled “Physical Disability Evaluation

System”  issued on  May 19, 2006

(COMDTNST M1850.2D); and
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(11) the Physical Disability Evaluation

System Transparency Initiative

(ALCGPSC 030/20).

(C) An evaluation of Coast Guard processes
m place to ensure the availability, consistency,
and effectiveness of counsel appointed by the
Coast Guard Office of the Judge Advocate Gen-
eral to represent members of the Coast Guard
undergoing an evaluation under the Physical
Disability Evaluation System.

(D) The extent to which the Coast Guard
has and uses processes to ensure that such coun-
sel may perform thewr functions wn a manner
that s impartial, including being able to per-
Jorm their functions without undue pressure or
wmterference by the command of the affected mem-
ber of the Coast Guard, the Personnel Service
Center, and the United States Coast Guard Of-
fice of the Judge Advocate General.

(E) The frequency with which members of
the Coast Guard seek private counsel in liew of
counsel appointed by the Coast Guard Office of
the Judge Advocate General, and the frequency of

so doing at each member pay grade.
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(F) The timeliness of determinations, guid-
ance, and access to medical evaluations necessary
Jor retirement or rating determinations and
overall well-being of the affected member of the
Coast Guard.

(G) The guidance, formal or otherwise, pro-
vided by the Personnel Service Center and the
Coast Guard Office of the Judge Advocate Gen-
eral, other than the counsel directly representing
affected members of the Coast Guard, in commau-
nication with  medical personnel examining
members.

(H) The guidance, formal or otherwise, pro-
vided by the medical professionals reviewing
cases within the Physical Disability Evaluation
System to affected members of the Coast Guard,
and the extent to which such guidance s dis-
closed to the commanders, commanding officers,
or other members of the Coast Guard in the
chain of command of such affected members.

(1) The feasibility of establishing a program
to allow members of the Coast Guard to select an
expedited review to ensure completion of the

Medical Evaluation Board report not later than
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180 days after the date on which such review

was mitiated.

(b) REPORT.—The Comptroller General shall submit
to the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Commaittee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a report
on the findings of the study conducted under subsection (a)
and recommendations for improving the physical disability
evaluation system process.

(¢) UPDATED POLICY GUIDANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date on which the report under subsection (b) is
submitted, the Commandant shall issue updated pol-
ey guidance in response to the findings and rec-
ommendations contained in the report.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The updated policy guidance
required by paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A4) A requirement that a member of the

Coast Guard, or the counsel of such a member,

shall be informed of the contents of, and afforded

the option to be present for, any communication
between the member’s command and the Per-
sonnel Service Center, or other Coast Guard enti-

ty, with respect to the duty status of the member.
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(B) An exception to the requirement de-
seribed i subparagraph (A) that such a member
or the counsel of the member is not required to
be informed of the contents of such a communica-
tion of 1t 18 demonstrated that there 1s a legiti-
mate health and safety need for the member to
be excluded from such communications, sup-
ported by a medical opinion that such exclusion
18 mecessary for the health or safety of the mem-
ber, command, or any other individual.

(C) An option to allow a member of the
Coast Guard to initiate an evaluation by a Med-
rcal  Evaluation Board of a Coast Guard
healthcare provider, or other malitary healthcare
provider, has raised a concern about the ability
of the member to continue serving in the Coast
Guard, in accordance with existing medical and
physical disability policy.

(D) An updated policy to remove the com-
mand endorsement requirement for retirement or
separation unless absolutely mnecessary for the

benefit of the United States.
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1 SEC. 262. EXPANSION OF AUTHORITY FOR MULTIRATER AS-

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

SESSMENTS OF CERTAIN PERSONNEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2182(a) of title 14, United

States Code, 1s amended by striking paragraph (2) and in-

serting the following:

“(2)  OFFICERS.—FEach officer of the Coast
Guard shall undergo a multirater assessment before
promotion to—

“(A) the grade of O—4;
“(B) the grade of O-5; and
“(C) the grade of O—6.

“(3) ENLISTED MEMBERS.—HEach enlisted mem-
ber of the Coast Guard shall undergo a multirater as-
sessment before advancement to—

“(A) the grade of E-7;
“(B) the grade of E-S8;
“(C) the grade of E-9; and
“(D) the grade of E—-10.

“(4) SELECTION—A reviewee shall not be per-
mitted to select the peers and subordinates who pro-
vide opinions for his or her multirater assessment.

“(5) POST-ASSESSMENT ELEMENTS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Following an assess-
ment of an individual pursuant to paragraphs

(1) through (3), the individual shall be provided
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appropriate post-assessment counseling and lead-
ership coaching.
“(B) AVAILABILITY OF RESULTS.—The su-
pervisor of the individual assessed shall be pro-
vided with the results of the multirater assess-

ment.”.

(b) COST ASSESSMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Com-
mandant shall provide to the appropriate commattees
of Congress an estimate of the costs associated with

vmplementing the amendment made by this section.

(2) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS

DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term “appropriate

committees of Congress” means—

(A) the Commattee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation and the Commaittee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate; and

(B) the Commattee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Committee on Appropria-

tions of the House of Representatives.

SEC. 263. PROMOTION PARITY.

INFORMATION TO BE FURNISHED.—Section

24 2115(a) of title 14, Unated States Code, 1s amended—
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(1) wn paragraph (1), by striking “; and” and
mserting a semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking the period at
the end and inserting “; and”; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(3) in the case of an eligible officer considered
Jor promotion to a rank above lieutenant, any cred-
1ble information of an adverse nature, including any
substantiated adverse finding or conclusion from an
officially documented investigation or inquiry and
any nformation placed in the personnel service
record of the officer under section 1745(a) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2014
(Public Law 115-66; 10 U.S.C. 1561 note), shall be
Jurnished to the selection board in accordance with
standards and procedures set out in the requlations
prescribed by the Secretary.”.
(b) SPECIAL SELECTION REVIEW BOARDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 21 of
title 14, United States Code, s amended by inserting

after section 2120 the following:

22 “§2120a. Special selection review boards

23

“la) IN GENERAL.—(1) If the Secretary determines

24 that a person recommended by a promotion board for pro-

25 motion to a grade at or below the grade of rear admiral
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18 the subject of credible information of an adverse nature,
meluding any substantiated adverse finding or conclusion
described in section 2115(a)(3) of this title that was not
Jurnished to the promotion board during its consideration
of the person for promotion as otherwise required by such
section, the Secretary shall convene a special selection re-
view board under this section to review the person and rec-
ommend whether the recommendation for promotion of the
person should be sustained.

“2) If a person and the recommendation for pro-
motion of the person is subject to review under this section
by a special selection review board convened under this sec-
tion, the name of the person—

“(A) shall not be disseminated or publicly re-
leased on the list of officers recommended for pro-
motion by the promotion board recommending the
promotion of the person; and

“(B) shall not be forwarded to the President or
the Senate, as applicable, or included on a promotion
list under section 2121 of this title.

“(b) CONVENING.—(1) Any special selection review
board convened under this section shall be convened i ac-
cordance with the provisions of section 2120(c) of this title.

“(2) Any special selection review board convened under

this section may review such number of persons, and rec-
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ommendations for promotion of such persons, as the Sec-
retary shall specify in convening such special selection re-
view board.

“(c) INFORMATION CONSIDERED.—(1) In reviewing a
person and recommending whether the recommendation for
promotion of the person should be sustained under this sec-
tion, a special selection review board convened under this
section shall be furnished and consider the following:

“(A) The record and information concerning the
person furnished in accordance with section 2115 of
this title to the promotion board that recommended
the person for promotion.

“(B) Any credible information of an adverse na-
ture on the person, including any substantiated ad-
verse finding or conclusion from an officially docu-
mented investigation or inquiry described in section
2115(a)(3) of this title.

“(2) The furnishing of information to a special selec-
tion review board under paragraph (1)(B) shall be governed
by the standards and procedures referred to in section 2115
of this title.

“(3)(A) Before information on a person described in
paragraph (1)(B) is furnished to a special selection review
board for purposes of this section, the Secretary shall ensure

that—
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“(1) such information is made available to the
person; and

“(11) subject to subparagraphs (C) and (D), the
person s afforded a reasonable opportunity to submat
comments on such information to the special selection
review board before its review of the person and the
recommendation for promotion of the person under
this section.

“(B) If information on a person described in para-
graph (1)(B) is not made available to the person as other-
wise required by subparagraph (A)(i) due to the classifica-
tion status of such information, the person shall, to the
maximum extent practicable, be furnished a summary of
such information appropriate to the person’s authorization
Jor access to classified information.

“(C)(v) An opportunity to submat comments on infor-
mation 1s not required for a person under subparagraph
(A) (1) if—

“(1) such information was made available to the
person in connection with the furnishing of such in-
Jormation under section 2115(a) of this title to the
promotion board that recommended the promotion of
the person subject to review under this section; and

“(II) the person submatted comments on such in-

Jormation to that promotion board.
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“(1n) The comments on information of a person de-
seribed wn clause (1)(I1) shall be furnished to the special
selection review board.

“(D) A person may waive either or both of the fol-
lowing:

“(1) The right to submit comments to a special

selection review board under subparagraph (A)(i).

“(11) The furnishing of comments to a special se-
lection review board under subparagraph (C)(it).

“(d) CONSIDERATION.—(1) In considering the record
and information on a person under this section, the special
selection review board shall compare such record and infor-
mation with an appropriate sampling of the records of those
officers who were recommended for promotion by the pro-
motion board that recommended the person for promotion,
and an appropriate sampling of the records of those officers
who were considered by and not recommended for pro-
motion by that promotion board.

“(2) Records and information shall be presented to a
special selection review board for purposes of paragraph (1)
m a manner that does not indicate or disclose the person

or persons for whom the special selection review board was

convened.
“(3) In considering whether the recommendation for
promotion of a person should be sustained under this sec-
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tion, a special selection review board shall, to the greatest
extent practicable, apply standards used by the promotion
board that recommended the person for promotion.

“(4) The recommendation for promotion of a person
may be sustained under this section only if the special selec-
tion review board determines that the person—

“(A) ranks on an order of merit created by the
special selection review board as better qualified for
promotion than the sample officer highest on the order
of merit list who was considered by and not rec-
ommended for promotion by the promotion board con-
cerned; and

“(B) 1is comparable wn qualification for pro-
motion to those sample officers who were rec-
ommended for promotion by that promotion board.
“(5) A recommendation for promotion of a person may

be sustained under this section only by a vote of a majority
of the members of the special selection review board.

“(6) If a special selection review board does not sustain
a recommendation for promotion of a person under this sec-

tion, the person shall be considered to have failed of selection

22 for promotion.

23
24
25

“le) REPORTS.—(1) Kach special selection review
board convened under this section shall submat to the Sec-

retary a written report, signed by each member of the board,
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containing the name of each person whose recommendation
Jor promotion it recommends for sustaimment and certi-
Jying that the board has carefully considered the record and
mformation of each person whose name was referred to it.

“2) The provisions of section 2117(a) of this title
apply to the report and proceedings of a special selection
review board convened under this section in the same man-
ner as they apply to the report and proceedings of a pro-
motion board convened under section 21006 of thas title.

“(f) APPOINTMENT OF PERSONS.—(1) If the report of
a special selection review board convened under this section
recommends the sustainment of the recommendation for
promotion to the next hagher grade of a person whose name
was referrved to it for review under this section, and the
President approves the report, the person shall, as soon as
practicable, be appointed to that grade in accordance with
section 2121 of thas title.

“2) A person who 1s appointed to the mext higher
grade as described in paragraph (1) shall, upon that ap-
pomtment, have the same date of rank, the same effective
date for the pay and allowances of that grade, and the same
position on the active-duty list as the person would have
had pursuant to the original recommendation for pro-

motion of the promotion board concerned.
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“l9) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall prescribe
requlations to carry out this section.

“(h) PROMOTION BOARD DEFINED.—In this section,
the term ‘promotion board’ means a selection board con-
vened by the Secretary under section 2106 of this title.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for
subchapter I of chapter 21 of title 14, Unated States

Code, is amended by inserting after the item relating

to section 2120 the following:

“2120a. Special selection review boards.”.

(¢) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION.—Section 2118 of
title 14, Unated States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following:

“(e) If the Secretary makes a recommendation under
this section that the name of an officer be removed from
a report of a selection board and the recommendation s
accompanied by information that was not presented to that
selection board, that information shall be made available
to that officer. The officer shall then be afforded a reasonable
opportunity to submit comments on that information to the
officials making the recommendation and the officials re-
viewing the recommendation. If an eligible officer cannot
be given access to such information because of its classifica-
twon status, the officer shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, be provided with an appropriate summanry of the
mformation.”.
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1 (d) DELAY OF PROMOTION.—Section 2121(f) of title

2 14, Unated States Code, is amended to read as follows:
3 “f)(1) The promotion of an officer may be delayed

4 without prejudice if any of the following applies:

5 “(A) The officer is under investigation or pro-
6 ceedings of a cowrt-martial or a board of officers are
7 pending against the officer.

8 “(B) A criminal proceeding in a Federal or
9 State court s pending against the officer.

10 “(C) The Secretary determines that credible in-
11 Jormation of an adverse nature, including a substan-
12 tiated adverse finding or conclusion described in sec-
13 tion 2115(a)(3), with respect to the officer will result
14 m the convening of a special selection review board
15 under section 2120a of thas title to review the officer
16 and recommend whether the recommendation for pro-
17 motion of the officer should be sustained.

18 “(2)(A) Subject to subparagraph (B), a promotion

19 may be delayed under this subsection until, as applicable—

20 “(1) the completion of the investigation or pro-
21 ceedings described in subparagraph (A);

22 “(11) a final decision in the proceeding described
23 m subparagraph (B) is issued; or
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“(111) the special selection review board convened
under section 2120a of this title issues recommenda-
tions with respect to the officer.

“(B) Unless the Secretary determines that a fur-
ther delay 1s necessary in the public interest, a pro-
motion may not be delayed under this subsection for
more than one year after the date the officer would
otherwise have been promoted.

“(3) An officer whose promotion 1s delayed under this
subsection and who s subsequently promoted shall be given
the date of rank and position on the active duty promotion
list in the grade to which promoted that he would have held
had his promotion not been so delayed.”.

SEC. 264. PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM TO DIVERSIFY THE
COAST GUARD.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Commandant shall estab-
lish a program for the purpose of increasing the number
of underrepresented minorities in the enlisted ranks of the
Coast Guard.

(b) PARTNERSHIPS.—In carrying out the program es-
tablished under subsection (a), the Commandant shall—

(1) seek to enter into 1 or more partnerships
with eligible entities—

(A) to increase the visibility of Coast Guard

careers,
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(B) to promote curriculum development—
(i) to enable acceptance into the Coast
Guard; and
(i1) to improve success on relevant
exams, such as the Armed Services Voca-
tional Aptitude Battery; and
(C) to provide mentoring for students enter-
mg and beginning Coast Guard careers; and

(2) enter into a partnership with an existing
Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps for the pur-
pose of promoting Coast Guard careers.

(¢) ELIGIBLE INSTITUTION DEFINED.—In this section,
the term “eligible institution™ means—

(1) an institution of higher education (as defined
m section 101 of the Higher Education Act of 1965
(20 U.S.C. 1001));

(2) an nstitution that provides a level of edu-
cational attainment that is less than a bachelor’s de-
gree;

(3) a part B institution (as defined in section
322 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1061));

(4) a Tribal College or University (as defined in
section 316(b) of that Act (20 U.S.C. 1059¢(b)));
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1 (5) a Hispanic-serving institution (as defined in

2 section 502 of that Act (20 U.S.C. 1101a));

3 (6) an Alaska Native-serving institution or a

4 Natwe Hamwaiian-serving institution (as defined in

5 section 317(b) of that Act (20 U.S.C. 1059d(b)));

6 (7) a Predominantly Black institution (as de-

7 fined in  section 371(c) of that Act (20 U.S.C.

8 1071q(c));

9 (8) an Asian American and Natiwe American
10 Pacific  Islander-serving institution (as defined in
11 such section); and
12 (9) a Natiwe American-serving nontribal institu-
13 tion (as defined in such section).

14 SEC. 265. EXPANSION OF COAST GUARD JUNIOR RESERVE
15 OFFICERS’ TRAINING CORPS.

16 (a) IN GENERAL—RSection 320 of title 14, United
17 States Code, 1s amended—

18 (1) by redesignating subsection (c) as subsection
19 (d);

20 (2) in subsection (b), by striking “subsection (c)”
21 and inserting “subsection (d)”; and

22 (3) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
23 lowing:

24 “(c) SCOPE.—Beginning on December 31, 2025, the

25 Secretary of the department in which the Coast Guard is
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operating shall maintain at all times a Junior Reserve Of-

ficers’” Traiming Corps program with not fewer than 1 such

program established in each Coast Guard district.”.

(b) CoST ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the
department in which the Coast Guard 1is operating shall
provide to Congress an estimate of the costs associated with
vmplementing the amendments made by this section.

SEC. 266. IMPROVING REPRESENTATION OF WOMEN AND
RACIAL AND ETHNIC MINORITIES AMONG
COAST GUARD ACTIVE-DUTY MEMBERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, in consultation with the
Advisory Board on Women at the Coast Guard Academy
established under section 1904 of title 14, United States
Code, and the minority outreach team program established
by section 1905 of such title, the Commandant shall—

(1) determine which recommendations in the

RAND representation report may practicably be im-

plemented to promote improved representation in the

Coast Guard of—

(A) women; and
(B) racial and ethnic minorities; and
(2) submit to the Committee on Commerce,

Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the

*S 4802 RS



O© 00 2 O WD b W N

| \O JEE \© R O R \O N O N e e e e e T e e e
A W D= O O 0NN N N R WD = O

472

Commattee on Transportation and Infrastructure of
the House of Representatives a report on the actions
the Commandant has taken, or plans to take, to 1m-
plement such recommendations.

(b) CURRICULUM AND TRAINING.—In the case of any
action the Commandant plans to take to implement rec-
ommendations described in subsection (a)(1) that relate to
modification or development of curriculum and training,
such. modified curriculum and traiming shall be provided
at officer and accession points and at leadership courses
managed by the Coast Guard Leadership Development Cen-
ter.

(¢) DEFINITION OF RAND REPRESENTATION RE-
PORT.—In this section, the term “RAND representation re-
port” means the report of the Homeland Security Oper-
ational Analysis Center of the RAND Corporation entitled
“Improving the Representation of Women and Racial/Eth-
nic Minorities Among U.S. Coast Guard Active-Duty Mem-
bers” issued on August 11, 2021.

SEC. 267. STRATEGY TO ENHANCE DIVERSITY THROUGH RE-
CRUITMENT AND ACCESSION.

(a) IN GENERAL—The Commandant shall develop a

10-year strategy to enhance Coast Guard diversity through

recruitment and accession—
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(1) at educational institutions at the high school
and higher education levels; and

(2) for the officer and enlisted ranks.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Com-
mandant shall submit to the Commaittee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and
the Commattee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives a report on the strat-
eqy developed under subsection (a).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) A description of existing Coast Guard
recruitment and accession programs at edu-
cational institutions at the high school and high-
er education levels.

(B) An explanation of the manner in which
the strategy supports the Coast Guard’s overall
dwersity and inclusion action plan.

(C) A description of the manner in which
existing programs and partnerships will be
modified or expanded to enhance diversity in re-
crutting and accession at the high school and

higher education levels.
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SEC. 268. SUPPORT FOR COAST GUARD ACADEMY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter 9 of title
14, Unated States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:
“§953. Support for Coast Guard Academy

“(a) AUTHORITY.—

“(1) CONTRACTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREE-
MENTS.—(A) The Commandant may enter contract
and cooperatie agreements with 1 or more qualified
organizations for the purpose of supporting the ath-
letic programs of the Coast Guard Academy.

“(B) Notwithstanding section 2304 (k) of title 10,
the Commandant may enter into such contracts and
cooperative agreements on a sole source basis pursu-
ant to section 2304(c)(5) of title 10.

“(C) Notwithstanding chapter 63 of title 31, a
cooperative agreement under this section may be used
to acquire property or services for the direct benefit
or use of the Coast Guard Academy.

“(2) FINANCIAL CONTROLS.—(A) Before entering
wmto a contract or cooperative agreement under para-
graph (1), the Commandant shall ensure that the con-
tract or agreement includes appropriate financial
controls to account for the resources of the Coast

Guard Academy and the qualified organization con-
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cerned i accordance with accepted accounting prin-
ciples.

“(B) Any such contract or cooperative agreement
shall contain a provision that allows the Com-
mandant to review, as the Commandant considers
necessary, the financial accounts of the qualified orga-
nization to determine whether the operations of the
qualified organization—

“(1) are consistent with the terms of the con-
tract or cooperative agreement; and

“(11) would compromise the integrity or ap-
pearance of integrity of any program of the De-
partment of Homeland Security.

“(3) LEASES.—For the purpose of supporting the
athletic programs of the Coast Guard Academy, the
Commandant — may,  consistent — with  section
504(a)(13), rent or lease real property located at the
Coast Guard Academy to a qualified organization, ex-
cept that proceeds from such a lease shall be retained
and expended in accordance with subsection (f).

“(b) SUPPORT SERVICES.—

“(1) AurHOorITY.—To the extent required by a
contract or cooperative agreement under subsection
(a), the Commandant may provide support services to

a qualified organization while the qualified organiza-
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tion conducts its support activities at the Coast

Guard Academy only if the Commandant determines

that the provision of such services is essential for the

support of the athletic programs of the Coast Guard

Academy.

“(2) NO LIABILITY OF THE UNITED STATES.—
Support services may only be provided without any
liability of the United States to a qualified organiza-
tion.

“(3) SUPPORT SERVICES DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘support services’ includes utilities,
office furnishings and equipment, communications
services, records staging and archiving, audio and
video support, and security systems, in conjunction
with the leasing or licensing of property.

“(¢) TRANSFERS FROM NONAPPROPRIATED FUND OP-
ERATION.—(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the
Commandant may, subject to the acceptance of the qualified
organization concerned, transfer to the qualified organiza-
tion all title to and ownership of the assets and liabilities
of the Coast Guard nonappropriated fund instrumentality,
the function of which includes providing support for the
athletic programs of the Coast Guard Academy, including

bank accounts and financial reserves in the accounts of such
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1 fund instrumentality, equipment, supplies, and other per-

2 sonal property.

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

“(2) The Commandant may not transfer under para-

graph (1) any interest in real property.

“(d) AcCCEPTANCE OF SUPPORT FROM QUALIFIED OR-

GANIZATION.—

“(1) IN GENERAL—Notwithstanding section
1342 of title 31, the Commandant may accept from
a qualified organization funds, supplies, and services
for the support of the athletic programs of the Coast
Guard Academy.

“(2) EMPLOYEES OF QUALIFIED ORGANIZA-
TION.—For purposes of this section, employees or per-
sonnel of the qualified organization may not be con-
sidered to be employees of the United States.

“(3) FUNDS RECEIVED FROM NCAA.—The Com-
mandant may accept funds from the National Colle-
giate Athletic Association to support the athletic pro-
grams of the Coast Guard Academy.

“(4) LimrtaATION.—The Commandant shall en-
sure that contributions under this subsection and ex-
penditure of funds pursuant to subsection (f)—

“(A) do not reflect unfavorably on the abil-
ity of the Coast Guard, any employee of the

Coast Guard, or any member of the armed forces
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(as defined 1 section 101(a) of title 10) to carry

out any responsibility or duty in a fair and ob-

jective manner; or

“(B) compromise the integrity or appear-
ance of integrity of any program of the Coast
Guard, or any indwidual involved in such a
program.

“(e) TRADEMARKS AND SERVICE MARKS.—

“(1) LICENSING, MARKETING, AND SPONSORSHIP
AGREEMENTS.—An agreement under subsection (a)
may, consistent with section 2260 of title 10 (other
than subsection (d) of such section), authorize a quali-
fied organization to enter into licensing, marketing,
and sponsorship agreements relating to trademarks
and service marks identifying the Coast Guard Acad-
emy, subject to the approval of the Commandant.

“(2) LIMITATIONS.—A licensing, marketing, or
sponsorship agreement may not be entered into under
paragraph (1) if—

“(A) such agreement would reflect unfavor-
ably on the ability of the Coast Guard, any em-
ployee of the Coast Guard, or any member of the
armed forces to carry out any responsibility or

duty i a farr and objective manner; or
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“(B) the Commandant determines that the

use of the trademark or service mark would com-

promise the integrity or appearance of integrity

of any program of the Coast Guard or any indi-
vidual mvolved i such a program.

“(f) RETENTION AND USE OF FUNDS.—Funds received
by the Commandant under this section may be retained for
use to support the athletic programs of the Coast Guard
Academy and shall remain available until expended.

“(y) SERVICE ON QUALIFIED ORGANIZATION BOARD
OF DIRECTORS.—A qualified organization is a designated
entity for which authorization under sections 1033(a) and
1589(a) of title 10, may be provided.

“(h) CONDITIONS.—The authority provided in this sec-
tion with respect to a qualified organization is available
only so long as the qualified organization continues—

“(1) to qualify as a nonprofit organization
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 and operates in accordance with this section,
the law of the State of Connecticut, and the constitu-
tion and bylaws of the qualified organization; and

“(2) to operate exclusively to support the athletic
programs of the Coast Guard Academy.
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“(t) QUALIFIED ORGANIZATION DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘qualified organization” means an organi-
zation—

“(1) described in subsection (¢)(3) of section 501
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and exempt
Jrom taxation under subsection (a) of that section;
and

“(2) established by the Coast Guard Academy
Alumni  Association solely for the purpose of sup-
porting Coast Guard athletics.

“§954. Mixed-funded athletic and recreational extra-
curricular programs: authority to manage
appropriated funds in same manner as
nonappropriated funds

“(a) AUTHORITY.—In the case of a Coast Guard Acad-
emy mixed-funded athletic or recreational extracurricular
program, the Commandant may designate funds appro-
priated to the Coast Guard and available for that program
to be treated as nonappropriated funds and expended for
that program in accordance with laws applicable to the ex-
penditure of nonappropriated funds. Appropriated funds so

designated shall be considered to be nonappropriated funds

Jor all purposes and shall remain available until expended.

“(b) COVERED PROGRAMS.—In this section, the term

‘Coast Guard Academy mixed-funded athletic or rec-
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1 reational extracurricular program’ means an athletic or

2 recreational extracurricular program of the Coast Guard
3 Academy to which each of the following applies:

4 “(1) The program 1is not considered a morale,
5 welfare, or recreation program.

6 “(2) The program 1is supported through appro-
7 priated funds.

8 “(3) The program s supported by a mnon-
9 appropriated fund instrumentality.

10 “(4) The program s not a private organization
11 and 1s not operated by a private organization.”.

12 (b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for sub-

13 chapter II of chapter 9 of title 14, United States Code, 1is

14 amended by adding at the end the following:

“953. Support for Coast Guard Academy.

“954. Mixed-funded athletic and recreational extracurricular programs: authority
to manage appropriated funds in same manner as non-
appropriated funds.”.

15 SEC. 269. TRAINING FOR CONGRESSIONAL AFFAIRS PER-
16 SONNEL.

17 (a) IN GENERAL—RSection 315 of title 14, United
18 States Code, is amended to read as follows:

19 “§315. Training for congressional affairs personnel
20 “(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall develop a
21 traiming course, which shall be administered in person, on

22 the workings of Congress for any member of the Coast

23 Guard selected for a position as a fellow, liaison, counsel,
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1 administrative staff for the Coast Guard Office of Congres-

2 siwonal and Governmental Affairs, or any Coast Guard dis-

3 trict or area governmental affairs officer.

4
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“(b) COURSE SUBJECT MATTER.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The training course required
by this section shall provide an overview and intro-
duction to Congress and the Federal legislative proc-
ess, including—

“(A) the congressional budget process;

“(B) the congressional appropriations proc-
ess;

“(C) the congressional authorization proc-
ess;

“(D) the Senate advice and consent process
Jor Presidential nominees;

“(K) the Senate advice and consent process
Jor treaty ratification;

“(F) the roles of Members of Congress and
congressional staff in the legislative process;

“(G) the concept and underlying purposes
of congressional oversight within the governance
Jramework of separation of powers;

“C(H) the roles of Coast Guard fellows, liai-
sons, counsels, governmental affairs officers, the

Coast Guard Office of Program Review, the
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Coast Guard Headgquarters program offices, and

any other entity the Commandant considers rel-
evant; and

“(I) the roles and responsibilities of Coast
Guard public affairs and external communica-
tions personnel with respect to Members of Con-
gress and their staff necessary to enhance com-
munication between Coast Guard units, sectors,
and districts and Member offices and committees
of jurisdiction so as to ensure visibility of Coast
Guard activities.

“(2) DETAIL WITHIN COAST GUARD OFFICE OF

BUDGET AND PROGRAMS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—At the written request
of the receiving congressional office, the training
course required by thas section shall include a
multi-day detarl within the Coast Guard Office
of Budget and Programs to ensure adequate ex-
posure to Coast Guard policy, oversight, and re-
quests from Congress.

“(B)  NONCONSECUTIVE  DETAIL  PER-
MITTED.—A detail under this paragraph is not
required to be consecutive with the balance of the

training.
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“(c¢) COMPLETION OF REQUIRED TRAINING.—A mem-
ber of the Coast Guard selected for a position described in
subsection (a) shall complete the training required by this
section before the date on which such member reports for
duty for such position.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chapter
3 of title 14, United States Code, is amended by striking

the item relating to section 315 and inserting the following:

“315. Training for congressional affairs personnel.”.
SEC. 270. STRATEGY FOR RETENTION OF CUTTERMEN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall pub-
lish a strategy to improve incentives to attract and retain
a dwverse workforce serving on Coast Guard cutters.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required by subsection
(a) shall include the following:

(1) Policies to 1mprove flexibility in the afloat
career path, mcluding a policy that enables members
of the Coast Guard serving on Coast Guard cutters to
transition between operations afloat and operations
ashore assignments without detriment to their career
Progression.

(2) A review of current officer requirements for
afloat positions at each pay grade, and an assessment
as to whether such requirements are appropriate or
present undue limitations.
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(3) Strategies to improve crew comfort afloat,
such as berthing modifications to accommodate all
crewmembers.

(4) Actionable steps to vmprove access to high-
speed internet capable of video conference for the pur-
poses of medical, educational, and personal use by
members of the Coast Guard serving on Coast Guard
cutters.

(5) An assessment of the effectiveness of bonuses
to attract members to serve at sea and retain talented
members of the Coast Guard serving on Coast Guard
cutters to serve as leaders in senior enlisted positions,
department head positions, and command positions.

(6) Policies to ensure that high-performing mem-
bers of the Coast Guard serving on Coast Guard cut-
ters are competitive for special assignments, post-
graduate education, senior service schools, and other
career-enhancing positions.

SEC. 271. STUDY ON PERFORMANCE OF COAST GUARD
FORCE READINESS COMMAND.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date

of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General of the

Unated States shall commence a study on the performance

of the Coast Guard Force Readiness Command.
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(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by subsection (a)
shall include an assessment of the following:

(1) The actions the Force Readiness Command
has taken to develop and vmplement training for the
Coast Guard workforce.

(2) The extent to which the Force Readiness
Jommand—

(A) has assessed performance, policy, and
training compliance across Force Readiness
Command headquarters and field units, and the
results of any such assessment; and

(B) s modifying and expanding Coast
Guard training to match the future demands of
the Coast Guard with respect to growth in work-
Jorce numbers, modernization of assets and in-
frastructure, and increased global mission de-
mands relating to the Arctic and Western Pacific
regions and cyberspace.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the study
required by subsection (a) commences, the Comptroller Gen-
eral shall submat to the Commattee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-

resentatives a report on the findings of the study.
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1 SEC. 272. STUDY ON FREQUENCY OF WEAPONS TRAINING
2 FOR COAST GUARD PERSONNEL.
3 (a) IN GENERAL—The Commandant shall conduct a
4 study to assess whether current weapons training required
5 for Coast Guard law enforcement and other relevant per-
6 sonnel is sufficient.
7 (b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by subsection (a)
8 shall—
9 (1) assess whether there is a need to improve
10 weapons traiming for Coast Guard law enforcement
11 and other relevant personnel; and
12 (2) identify—
13 (A) the frequency of such training most like-
14 ly to ensure adequate weapons training, pro-
15 Jiciency, and safety among such personnel;
16 (B) Coast Guard law enforcement and other
17 applicable personnel who should be prioritized to
18 recewve such vmproved training; and
19 (C) any challenge posed by a transition to
20 vmproving such training and offering such train-
21 mg more frequently, and the resources necessary
22 to address such a challenge.
23 (¢) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of

24 the enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall submit
25 to the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-

26 tation of the Senate and the Committee on Transportation
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and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a report
on the findings of the study conducted under subsection (a).
Subtitle G—Miscellaneous
Provisions
SEC. 281. BUDGETING OF COAST GUARD RELATING TO CER-
TAIN OPERATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL—Chapter 51 of title 14, United
States Code, as amended by section 252(b), s further
amended by adding at the end the following:

“§5114. Expenses of performing and executing defense
readiness missions and other activities
unrelated to Coast Guard missions

“The Commandant shall include in the annual budget
submission of the President under section 1105(a) of title
31 a dedicated budget line item that adequately represents

a calceulation of the annual costs and expenditures of per-

Jormang and executing all defense readiness mission activi-

ties, including—

“(1) all expenses related to the Coast Guard’s co-
ordination, traiming, and execution of defense readi-
ness mission activities in the Coast Guard’s capacity
as an armed force (as such term 1is defined in section
101 of title 10) wn support of Department of Defense

national security operations and activities or for any
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other military department or Defense Agency (as such
terms are defined in such section);

“(2) costs associated with Coast Guard detach-
ments assigned in support of the Coast Guard’s de-
fense readiness massion; and

“(3) any other related expenses, costs, or matters
the Commandant considers appropriate or otherwise
of interest to Congress.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chapter
51 of title 14, Unated States Code, as amended by section
252(D), s further amended by adding at the end the fol-

lowing:

“5114. Expenses of performing and executing defense readiness missions or other
activities unrelated to Coast Guard missions.”.

SEC. 282. COAST GUARD ASSISTANCE TO UNITED STATES

SECRET SERVICE.
Section 6 of the Presidential Protection Assistance Act
of 1976 (18 U.S.C. 3056 note) s amended—
(1) by striking “Executive departments” and in-
serting the following:
“la) Except as provided in subsection (b), Executive
departments”;
(2) by striking “Director; except that the Depart-
ment of Defense and the Coast Guard shall provide
such assistance” and inserting the following: “Direc-

tor.
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“(b)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the Department of
Defense and the Coast Guard shall provide assistance de-
scribed in subsection (a)”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(2)(A) For fiscal year 2022, and each fiscal year
thereafter, the total cost of assistance described in subsection
(a) provided by the Coast Guard on a mnonreimbursable
basis shall not exceed $15,000,000.

“(B) The Coast Guard may provide assistance de-
seribed in subsection (a) during a fiscal year in addition
to the amount specified in subparagraph (A) on a reimburs-
able basis.”.

SEC. 283. CONVEYANCE OF COAST GUARD VESSELS FOR
PUBLIC PURPOSES.

(a) TRANSFER.—Section 914 of the Coast Guard Au-
thorization Act of 2010 (14 U.S.C. 501 note; Public Law
111-281) i1s—

(1) transferred to subchapter I of chapter 5 of
title 14, United States Code;

(2) added at the end so as to follow section 509
of such title, as added by section 241 of this Act;

(3) redesignated as section 510 of such title; and

(4) amended so that the enumerator, the section

heading, typeface, and typestyle conform to those ap-
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pearing wn other sections of title 14, United States
Code.
(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—

(1) COAST GUARD AUTHORIZATION ACT OF
2010.—The table of contents in section 1(b) of the
Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2010 (Public Law
111-281) 1is amended by striking the item relating to
section 914.

(2) TITtLE 14.—The analysis for subchapter I of
chapter 5 of title 14, United States Code, as amended
by section 241 of this Act, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“510. Conveyance of Coast Guard vessels for public purposes.”.

(¢) CONVEYANCE OF COAST GUARD VESSELS FOR PUB-
LIC PURPOSES.—RSection 510 of title 14, United States
Code, as transferred and redesignated by subsection (a), is
amended—

(1) by amending subsection (a) to read as fol-
lows:

“la) IN GENERAL.—On request by the Commandant,
the Admanastrator of the General Services Administration
may transfer ownership of a Coast Guard vessel or avreraft
to an eligible entity for educational, cultural, historical,
charitable, recreational, or other public purposes if such
transfer is authorized by law.”; and

(2) an subsection (b)—
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(A) wn paragraph (1)—

(1) by inserting “as if the request were
being processed’ after “vessels”; and

(11) by inserting “, as in effect on the
date of the enactment of the Coast Guard

Authorization Act of 20227 after “Code of

Federal Regulations”;

(B) wn paragraph (2) by inserting “, as in
effect on the date of the enactment of the Coast
Guard Authorization Act of 20227 after “such
title”; and

(C) wn paragraph (3), by striking “of the
Coast Guard”.

SEC. 284. COAST GUARD INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES AND
EMERGENCY AND EXTRAORDINARY EX-
PENSES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the limitations of sub-
section (b) and with sums made available to the Director
of the Coast Guard Counterintelligence Service, the Com-
mandant may expend funds for human intelligence and
counterintelligence activities of any confidential, emer-
gency, or extraordinary nature that cannot be anticipated
or classified. The Commandant shall certify that such ex-
penditure was made for an object of a confidential, emer-

gency, or extraordinary nature and such a certification 1is
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1 final and conclusive upon the accounting officers of the
2 United States. A written certification by the Commandant

3 as sufficient voucher for the expenditure.

4 (b) LIMITATIONS.—
5 (1) MAXIMUM ANNUAL AMOUNT.—For each fiscal
6 year, the Commandant may not obligate or expend
7 Junds under subsection (a) in an amount that exceeds
8 5 percent of the funds made available to the Director
9 of the Coast Guard Counterintelligence Service for
10 such fiscal year until—
11 (A) the Commandant has notified the ap-
12 propriate committees of Congress of the intent to
13 obligate or expend the funds in excess of such
14 amount; and
15 (B) 15 days have elapsed since the date of
16 the notification wn accordance with subpara-
17 graph (A).
18 (2) REQUIREMENTS FOR EXPENDITURES IN EX-
19 CESS OF $25,000.—The Commandant may not obligate
20 or expend funds under subsection (a) for an expendi-
21 ture in excess of $25,000 until—
22 (4) the Commandant has notified the ap-
23 propriate committees of Congress of the intent to
24 obligate or expend the funds; and
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(B) 15 days have elapsed since the date of

the notification n accordance with subpara-
graph (A).

(¢c) Warver.—Notwithstanding subsection (D), the
Commandant may waive a requirement under such sub-
section if the Commandant determines that such a waiver
18 necessary due to extraordinary circumstances that affect
the national security of the United States. If the Com-
mandant issues a waiver under this subsection, the Com-
mandant shall submat to the appropriate commaittees of
Congress, by not later than 48 hours after isswing the waiv-
er, written notice of and justification for the waiver.

(d) REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than semi-
annually, the Commandant shall—

(A) submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report on all expenditures during the
preceding semiannual period under subsection
(a); and

(B) provide a briefing to the appropriate
committees of Congress on the report submatted
under subparagraph (A).
(2) CONTENTS.—Each report submitted under

paragraph (1)(A) shall include, for each individual
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expenditure covered by such report in an amount in

excess of $25,000, the following:

(A) A detailed description of the purpose of
such expenditure.

(B) The amount of such expenditure.

(C) An identification of the approving au-
thority for such expenditure.

(D) A justification of why other authorities
available to the Coast Guard could not be used
Jor such expenditure.

(E) Any other additional information as
the Commandant considers appropriate.

(e) SPECIAL RULE.—The authority of this section shall
be executed wn a manner that does not contravene, and s
consistent with, the responsibility and authority of the Di-
rector of National Intelligence as described in sections 3023
and 3024 of title 50, United States Code.

(f) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS.—In
this section, the term “appropriate committees of Congress”™
means—

(1) the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and

Transportation of the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Transportation and Infra-

structure of the House of Representatives.
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1 SEC. 285. TRANSFER AND CONVEYANCE.

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) REQUIREMENT—The Commandant shall,
without consideration, transfer in accordance with
subsection (b) and convey in accordance with sub-
section (¢) a parcel of the real property described in
paragraph (2), including any improvements thereon,
to free the Coast Guard of liability for any unforeseen
environmental or remediation of substances unknown
that may exist on, or emanate from, such parcel.

(2) PrROPERTY.—The property described in this
paragraph is real property at Dauphin Island, Ala-
bama, located at 100 Agassiz Street, and consisting of
a total of approximately 35.63 acres. The exact acre-
age and legal description of the parcel of such prop-
erty to be transferred or conveyed in accordance with
subsection (b) or (c), respectively, shall be determined
by a survey satisfactory to the Commandant.

(b) To THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES.—The Commandant shall transfer, as described
wm subsection (a), to the Secretary of Health and Human
Services (in this section referred to as the “Secretary”), for
use by the Food and Drug Administration, custody and
control of a portion, consisting of approximately 4 acres,

of the parcel of real property described in such subsection,
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to be identified by agreement between the Commandant and
the Secretary.

(¢c) To THE STATE OF ALABAMA.—The Commandant
shall convey, as described in subsection (a), to the Marine
Environmental Sciences Consortium, a unit of the govern-
ment of the State of Alabama, located at Dauphin Island,
Alabama, all rghts, title, and interest of the United States
m and to such portion of the parcel described in such sub-
section that 1is not transferred to the Secretary under sub-
section (b).

(d) PAYMENTS AND COSTS OF TRANSFER AND CONVEY-
ANCE.—

(1) PAYMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pay
costs to be incurred by the Coast Guard, or reim-
burse the Coast Guard for such costs incurred by
the Coast Guard, to carry out the transfer and
conveyance required by this section, including
survey costs, appraisal costs, costs for environ-
mental documentation related to the transfer and
conveyance, and any other necessary administra-
twe costs related to the transfer and conveyance.

(B) FUNDS.—Notwithstanding section 780
of division B of the Further Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2020 (Public Law 116-94), any

*S 4802 RS



O o0 N N W B W =

[ T S S e e S T T e N
O o0 N O »n B~ W N = O

20
21
22
23
24
25

SEC.

498

amounts that are made available to the Sec-

retary under such section and not obligated on

the date of enactment of this Act shall be avail-
able to the Secretary for the purpose described in

subparagraph (A).

(2) TREATMENT OF AMOUNTS RECEIVED.—
Amounts received by the Commandant as retmburse-
ment under paragraph (1) shall be credited to the
Coast Guard Housing Fund established under section
2946 of title 14, United States Code, or the account
that was used to pay the costs incurred by the Coast
Guard wn carrying out the transfer or conveyance
under this section, as determined by the Com-
mandant, and shall be made available until expended.
Amounts so credited shall be merged with amounts in
such fund or account and shall be available for the
same purposes, and subject to the same conditions
and limitations, as amounts i such fund or account.
286. TRANSPARENCY AND OVERSIGHT.

(a) NOTIFICATION.

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (), the
Secretary of the department in which the Coast
Guard s operating, or the designee of the Secretary,
shall notify the appropriate commattees of Congress

and the Coast Guard Office of Congressional and
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Governmental Affairs not later than 3 full business

days before—

(A) making or awarding a grant allocation
or grant in excess of $1,000,000;

(B) making or awarding a contract, other
transaction agreement, or task or delivery order
on a Coast Guard multiple award contract, or
issuing a letter of intent totaling more than
$4,000,000;

(C) awarding a task or delivery order re-
quiring an obligation of funds im an amount
greater than $10,000,000 from multi-year Coast
Guard funds;

(D) making a sole-source grant award; or

(E) announcing publicly the intention to
make or award an item described in subpara-
graph (A), (B), (C), or (D), including a contract
covered by the Federal Acquisition Regulation.

(2) ELEMENT—A notification under this sub-

section shall imclude—

(A) the amount of the award;
(B) the fiscal year for which the funds for
the award were appropriated;

(C) the type of contract;
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1 (D) an identification of the entity awarded
2 the contract, such as the name and location of
3 the entity; and

4 (E) the account from which the funds are to
5 be drawn.

6 (b) EXCEPTION.—If the Secretary of the department
7 n which the Coast Guard 1s operating determines that com-
8 pliance with subsection (a) would pose a substantial risk
9 to human life, health, or safety, the Secretary—
10 (1) may make an award or issue a letter de-
11 seribed in that subsection without the notification re-
12 quired under that subsection; and
13 (2) shall notify the appropriate committees of
14 Congress not later than 5 full business days after such
15 an award is made or letter issued.
16 (¢) APPLICABILITY.—Subsection (a) shall not apply to

17 funds that are not available for obligation.
18 (d) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF (CONGRESS DE-
19 FINED.—In this section, the term “appropriate commattees

20 of Congress” means—

21 (1) the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and
22 Transportation and the Commattee on Appropriations
23 of the Senate; and
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(2) the Commattee on Transportation and Infra-
structure and the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

SEC. 287. STUDY ON SAFETY INSPECTION PROGRAM FOR
CONTAINERS AND FACILITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant, in consulta-
tion with the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border
Protection, shall complete a study on the safety inspection
program for containers (as defined in section 80501 of title
46, United States Code) and designated waterfront facilities
receiving containers.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by subsection (a)
shall include the following:

(1) An evaluation and review of such safety in-
spection program.

(2) A determination of—

(A) the number of container inspections
conducted annually by the Coast Guard during
the preceding 10-year period, as compared to the
number of containers moved through Unaited
States ports annually during such period; and

(B) the number of qualified Coast Guard
container and facility inspectors, and an assess-

ment as to whether, during the preceding 10-year
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period, there have been a sufficient number of

such inspectors to carry out the mission of the

Coast Guard.

(3) An evaluation of the training programs
available to such inspectors and the adequacy of such
training programs during the preceding 10-year pe-
riod.

(4) An assessment as to whether such training
programs adequately prepare future leaders for lead-
ership positions in the Coast Guard.

(5) An adentification of areas of improvement for
such program in the interest of commerce and na-
tional security, and the costs associated with such 1vm-
provements.

(¢) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant
shall submit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tiwes a report on the findings of the study required by sub-
section (a), including the personnel and resource require-
ments necessary for such program.

SEC. 288. STUDY ON MARITIME LAW ENFORCEMENT WORK-
LOAD REQUIREMENTS.

(a) STUDY.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Com-

mandant shall commence a study that assesses the

maritvme law enforcement workload requirements of

the Coast Guard.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study required by para-

graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) For each of the 10 years immediately

preceding the date of the enactment of this Act,

an analysis of—

*S 4802 RS

(1) the total number of migrant inter-
dictions, and Coast Guard sectors in which
such interdictions occurred;

(11) the total number of drug interdic-
tions, the amount and type of drugs inter-
dicted, and the Coast Guard sectors in
which such interdictions occurred;

(111) the physical assets used for drug
wterdictions, magrant anterdictions, and
other law enforcement purposes; and

(i) the total number of Coast Guard
personnel who carried out drug interdic-
tions, migrant interdictions, and other law
enforcement activities.

(B) An assessment of—
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(1) migrant and drug interdictions and
other law enforcement activities along the
maritime boundaries of the Unaited States,
meluding the maritime boundaries of the
northern and southern continental Unated
States and Alaska;

(11) Federal policies and procedures re-
lated to 1mmagration and asylum, and the
associated impact of such policies and pro-
cedures on the activities described in clause
(1), including—

(I) public health exclusion poli-
cies, such as expulsion pursuant to sec-
tions 362 and 365 of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 265 and 268);
and

(Il) administrative asylum proc-
essing policies, such as the remain in
Mexico policy and the migrant protec-
tion protocols;

(111) increases or decreases in physical
terrestrial infrastructure in and around the
iternational borders of the Unaited States,

and the associated impact of such increases
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or decreases on the actwities described in
clause (1); and
(1v) increases or decreases in physical
Joast Guard assets in the areas described in
clause (1), the proximity of such assets to
such areas, and the associated vmpact of
such wnereases or decreases on the activities
described in clause (7).

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after commencing
the study required by subsection (a), the Commandant shall
submit to the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation of the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives
a report on the findings of the study.

(¢c) BRIEFING.—Not later than 90 days after the date
on which the report required by subsection (b) 1s submatted,
the Commandant shall provide a briefing on the report to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representatives.

SEC. 289. FEASIBILITY STUDY ON CONSTRUCTION OF
COAST GUARD STATION AT PORT MANSFIELD.

(a) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Com-
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mandant shall commence a feasibility study on con-

struction of a Coast Guard station at Port Mansfield,

Texas.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An assessment of the resources and
workforce requirements necessary for a new
Coast Guard station at Port Mansfield.

(B) An identification of the enhancements
to the missions and capabilities of the Coast
Guard that a new Coast Guard station at Port
Mansfield would provide.

(C) An estimate of the life-cycle costs of such
a facility, ncluding the construction, mainte-
nance costs, and staffing costs.

(D) A cost-benefit analysis of the enhance-
ments and capabilities provided, as compared to
the costs of construction, maintenance, and staff-
mg.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after com-
mencing the study required by subsection (a), the Com-
mandant shall submit to the Commaittee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mattee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House

of Representatives a report on the findings of the study.
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SEC. 290. MODIFICATION OF PROHIBITION ON OPERATION

OR PROCUREMENT OF FOREIGN-MADE UN-
MANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS.

Section 8414 of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Pub-
lic Law 116-283; 14 U.S.C. 1156 note) 1s amended—

(1) by amending subsection (b) to read as fol-
lows:

“(b) ExempriON—The Commandant is exempt from
the restriction under subsection (a) if the operation or pro-
curement 1s for the purposes of—

“(1) counter-UAS system surrogate testing and
training; or

“(2) intelligence, electronic warfare, and infor-
mation warfare operations, testing, analysis, and
traiming.”;

(2) by amending subsection (c) to read as fol-
lows:

“(c) WAIVER.—The Commandant may waive the re-
striction under subsection (a) on a case-by-case basis by cer-
tifying i writing not later than 15 days after exercising
such wawver to the Department of Homeland Security, the
Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of

the Senate, and the Commattee on Transportation and In-

Sfrastructure of the House of Representatives that the oper-

ation or procurement of a covered unmanned avreraft sys-
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1 tem s required in the national interest of the United

2 States.”;
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(3) in subsection (d)—
(A4) by amending paragraph (1) to read as
Jollows:
“(1) COVERED FOREIGN COUNTRY.—The term
‘covered foreign country’ means any of the following:
“(A) The People’s Republic of China.
“(B) The Russian Federation.
“(C) The Islamic Republic of Iran.
“(D) The Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea.”; and
(B) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and
(3) as paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively;
(C) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing:
“(2) COVERED UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM.—
The term  ‘covered unmanned —avrcraft — system’
means—
“tA) an unmanned avreraft system de-
seribed in paragraph (1) of subsection (a); and
“(B) a system described in paragraph (2) of

that subsection.”; and
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(D) i paragraph (4), as redesignated, by
mserting “, and any related services and equip-
ment” after “Unated States Code”; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

“(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be ap-
propriated to the Commandant $2,700,000 to replace
covered unmanned aireraft systems.

“(2) REPLACEMENT.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Com-
mandant shall replace covered unmanned aivreraft
systems of the Coast Guard with unmanned avreraft
systems manufactured in the United States or an al-
lied country (as that term s defined in section
2350f(d)(1) of title 10, United States Code).”.

SEC. 291. OPERATIONAL DATA SHARING REPOSITORY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is operating (referred
to in this section as the “Secretary”) shall, consistent with

the ongoing Integrated Multi-Domain Enterprise joint ef-

22 fort by the Department of Homeland Security and the De-

23
24
25

partment of Defense, establish a secure, centralized, elec-
tronic repository to allow real-time, or near real-time, data

and information sharing between U.S. Customs and Border
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Protection and the Coast Guard for purposes of maritime
boundary domain awareness and enforcement activities
along the maritime boundaries of the United States, includ-
mg the maritime boundaries in the northern and southern
continental United States and Alaska.

(b) PRIORITY.—In establishing the repository under
subsection (a), the Secretary shall prioritize enforcement
areas experiencing the highest levels of enforcement activity.

(¢c) REQUIREMENTS.—The repository established under
subsection (a) shall be sufficient for the secure sharing of
data, nformation, and surveillance mnecessary for oper-
atronal missions, icluding data from governmental assets,
wrespective of whether an asset belongs to the Coast Guard,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, or any other partner
agency, located in and around massion operation areas.

(d) ELEMENTS.—The Commissioner of U.S. Customs
and Border Protection and the Commandant shall jointly—

(1) assess and delineate the types and quality of
data sharing needed to meet the respective operational
massions of U.S. Customs and Border Protection and
the Coast Guard, including video surveillance, seismic
sensors, infrared detection, space-based remote sens-

g, and any other data or information necessary;

(2) develop appropriate requirements and proc-

esses for the credentialing of persomnel of U.S. Cus-

*S 4802 RS



O o0 N N B W =

[\ I \© R \O I O R N e e e e e e T e e
W N = O O 0N N R WD = O

511

toms and Border Protection and personnel of the

Coast Guard to access and use the repository estab-

lished under subsection (a); and

(3) establish a cost-sharing agreement for the
long-term operation and maintenance of the reposi-
tory and the assets that provide data to the reposi-
tory.

(¢) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section
may be construed to authorize the Coast Guard, U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection, or any other partner agency
to acquire, share, or transfer personal information relating
to an imdwvidual in violation of any Federal or State law
or requlation.

SEC. 292. PROCUREMENT OF TETHERED AEROSTAT RADAR
SYSTEM FOR COAST GUARD STATION SOUTH
PADRE ISLAND.

Subject to the availability of appropriations, the Sec-
retary of the department in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating shall procure not fewer than 1 tethered aerostat radar
system, or similar technology, for use by the Coast Guard
and other partner agencies, including U.S. Customs and
Border Protection, at and around Coast Guard Station

South Padre Island.
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SEC. 293. ASSESSMENT OF IRAN SANCTIONS RELIEF ON

COAST GUARD OPERATIONS UNDER THE
JOINT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF ACTION.

Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment

of this Act, the Commandant, in consultation with the Di-

rector of the Defense Intelligence Agency and the Com-

mander of United States Central Command, shall provide

a briefing to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and

Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Trans-

portation and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-

twves, in an unclassified setting with a classified component

of mecessary, on—

(1) the extent to which the Commandant assesses

Iran would wuse sanctions relief recewed by Iran

under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action to bol-

ster Iran’s support for Iranian forces or Iranian-

linked groups across the Middle East in a manner

that may tmpact Coast Guard personnel and oper-
ations in the Middle East; and

(2) the Coast Guard requirements for deterring

and countering increased malign behavior from such

groups with respect to activities under the jurisdic-

tion of the Coast Guard.
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SEC. 294. REPORT ON SHIPYARDS OF FINLAND AND SWE-

DEN.

Not later than 2 years after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Commandant, in consultation with the
Comptroller General of the United States, shall submit to
Congress a report that analyzes the shipyards of Finland
and Sweden to assess future opportunities for technical as-
sistance related to engineering to aid the Coast Guard in
Julfilling ts future mission needs.

SEC. 295. COAST GUARD SPECTRUM AUDIT.

(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term “Assistant
Secretary” means the Assistant Secretary of Commerce for
Communications and Information.

(b) AUDIT AND REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Assistant Secretary
and the Secretary of Homeland Security, in consultation
with the Commandant, shall jointly—

(1) conduct an audit of the electromagnetic spec-
trum that s assigned or otherwise allocated to the
Coast Guard as of the date of the audit; and

(2) submit to Congress, and make available to
each Member of Congress upon request, a report con-
taining the results of the audit conducted under para-
graph (1).

(¢) CONTENTS OF REPORT.—The Assistant Secretary
and the Secretary of Homeland Security shall include in

*S 4802 RS
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the report submatted under subsection (b)(2), with respect
to the electromagnetic spectrum that is assigned or other-

wise allocated to the Coast Guard as of the date of the

audit—

(1) each particular band of spectrum being used
by the Coast Guard;

(2) a description of each purpose for which a
particular band described in paragraph (1) is being
used, and how much of the band s being used for that
PUTPOSE;

(3) the State or other geographic area in which
a particular band described in paragraph (1) is as-
signed or allocated for use;

(4) whether a particular band described in para-
graph (1) 1s used exclusively by the Coast Guard or
shared with another Federal entity or a non-Federal
entity; and

(5) any portion of the spectrum that is not being
used by the Coast Guard.

(d) FOrM OrF REPORT.—The report required under

21 subsection (b)(2) shall be submaitted in unclassified form but

22 may mclude a classified annex.
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SEC. 296. PROHIBITION ON CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS
WITH ENTITIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE CHI-
NESE COMMUNIST PARTY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant may not award
any contract for new construction until the date on which
the Commandant provides to Congress a certification that
the other party has not, during the 10-year period preceding
the planned date of award, dirvectly or indirectly held an
economic mterest in an entity that i.s—

(1) owned or controlled by the People’s Republic
of China; and

(2) part of the defense industry of the Chinese
Communist Party.

(b) INAPPLICABILITY TO TAIWAN.—Subsection (a)
shall not apply with respect to an economic interest in an
entity owned or controlled by Tanvan.

SEC. 297. REVIEW OF DRUG INTERDICTION EQUIPMENT
AND STANDARDS; TESTING FOR FENTANYL
DURING INTERDICTION OPERATIONS.

(a) REVIEW.—

(1) IN GENERAL—The Commandant, in con-
sultation with the Administrator of the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration and the Secretary of Health
and Human Services, shall—

(A) conduct a review of—
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(1) the equipment, testing kits, and res-
cue medications used to conduct Coast
Guard drug interdiction operations; and
(i1) the safety and training standards,
policies, and procedures with respect to such
operations; and
(B) determine whether the Coast Guard is
using the latest equipment and technology and
up-to-date traiming and standards for recog-
nizing, handling, testing, and securing illegal
drugs, fentanyl, synthetic opioids, and precursor
chemicals during such operations.

(2) REPORT—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant
shall submat to the appropriate commaittees of Con-
gress a report on the results of the review conducted
under paragraph (1).

(3) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term “appropriate
committees of Congress” means—

(A) the Commattee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation and the Commaittee on Ap-

propriations of the Senate; and
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(B) the Commattee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives.

(b) REQUIREMENT—If, as a result of the review re-
quired by subsection (a), the Commandant determines that
the Coast Guard is not using the latest equipment and tech-
nology and up-to-date traiming and standards for recog-
nizing, handling, testing, and securing illegal drugs,
fentanyl, synthetic opioids, and precursor chemicals during
drug interdiction operations, the Commandant shall ensure
that the Coast Guard acquires and uses such equipment and
technology, carries out such training, and implements such
standards.

(¢) TESTING FOR FENTANYL.—The Commandant shall
ensure that Coast Guard drug interdiction operations in-
clude the testing of substances encountered during such op-
erations for fentanyl, as appropriate.

SEC. 298. PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION ON
MONTHLY MIGRANT INTERDICTIONS.

Not later than the 15th day of each month, the Com-
mandant shall make available to the public on an internet
website of the Coast Guard the number of migrant interdic-
tions carried out by the Coast Guard during the preceding

month.
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TITLE II—ENVIRONMENT
SEC. 301. DEFINITION OF SECRETARY.

Except as otherwise specifically provided, in this title,
the term “Secretary” means the Secretary of the department
wn which the Coast Guard s operating.

Subtitle A—Marine Mammals
SEC. 311. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term “appropriate congressional commit-
tees” means—

(A) the Commattee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate; and

(B) the Commattee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Commaittee on Natural
Resources of the House of Representatives.

(2) CORE FORAGING HABITATS.—The term “core
Joraging habitats” means areas—

(A) with biological and physical oceano-
graphic  features  that  aggregate  Calanus
Jinmarchicus; and

(B) where North Atlantic right whales for-

aging aggregations have been well documented.
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(3) EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE.—The term “ex-
clusive economic zone” has the meaning given that
term in section 107 of title 46, Unated States Code.
The

( 4) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.
term “institution of higher education” has the mean-
g given that term in section 101(a) of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a)).

(5) LARGE CETACEAN.—The term “large ceta-
cean”’ means all endangered or threatened species
within—

(A) the suborder Mysticeti;
(B) the genera Physeter; or
(C) the genera Orcinus.

(6) NEAR REAL-TIME.—The term “near real-
time”, with respect to monitoring of whales, means
that visual, acoustic, or other detections of whales are
processed, transmatted, and reported as close to the
time of detection as 1s technically feasible.

(7) NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION.—The term “non-
profit organization” means an organization that is
described in section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 and exempt from tax under section
501(a) of such Code.

(8) PUGET SOUND REGION.—The term “Puget

Sound region” means the Vessel Traffic Service Puget
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Sound area described in section 161.55 of title 33,
Code of Federal Regulations (as of the date of the en-
actment of this Act).

(9) TRIBAL GOVERNMENT—The term “Tribal
government” means the recognized governing body of
any Indian or Alaska Native Tribe, band, nation,
pueblo, village, community, component band, or com-
ponent reservation, indiwidually identified (including
parenthetically) in the list published most recently as
of the date of the enactment of this Act pursuant to
section 104 of the Federally Recognized Indian Tribe
Last Act of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 5131).

(10) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term “Under
Secretary” means the Under Secretary of Commerce
Jor Oceans and Atmosphere.

SEC. 312. ASSISTANCE TO PORTS TO REDUCE THE IMPACTS
OF VESSEL TRAFFIC AND PORT OPERATIONS
ON MARINE MAMMALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the

date of the enactment of this Act, the Under Secretary, in
consultation with the Director of the Unated States Fish

and Wildlife Service, the Secretary, the Secretary of De-

fense, and the Administrator of the Maritime Administra-

tion, shall establish a grant program to provide assistance

to eligible entities to develop and vmplement mitigation
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measures that will lead to a quantifiable reduction in
threats to marine mammals from vessel traffic, including
shipping activities and port operations.

(b) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—An entity is an eligible enti-
ty for purposes of assistance awarded under subsection (a)
if the entity 1s—

(1) a port authority for a port;

(2) a State, regional, local, or Tribal govern-
ment, or an Alaska Native or Native Hawaiian entity
that has jurisdiction over a maritime port authority
or a port;

(3) an academic institution, research institution,
or nonprofit organization working wn  partnership
with a port; or

(4) a consortium of entities described in para-
graphs (1), (2), and (3).

(¢) KLIGIBLE USES.—Assistance awarded under sub-
section (a) may be used to develop, assess, and carry out
activities that reduce threats to marine mammals by—

(1) reducing underwater stressors related to ma-
rine traffic;

(2) reducing mortality and serious injury from
vessel strikes and other physical disturbances;

(3) monitoring sound;

*S 4802 RS



O© o0 3 O WD B W N

|\ TR N© TR NG T NS R NS R L e e T e T e e e T
A W N = O VWV 00U N O W BN~ WD = ©

D22

(4) reducing wvessel interactions with marine
mammals;

(5) conducting other types of monitoring that are
consistent with reducing the threats to, and enhancing
the habitats of, marine mammals; or

(6) supporting State agencies and Tribal govern-
ments i developing the capacity to receive assistance
under this section through education, training, infor-
mation sharing, and collaboration to participate in
the grant program under this section.

(d) PRIORITY.—The Under Secretary shall prioritize

assistance under subsection (a) for projects that—

(1) are based on the best available science with
respect to methods to reduce threats to marine mam-
mals;

(2) collect data on the reduction of such threats
and the effects of such methods;

(3) assist ports that pose a higher relative threat
to marime mammals lhisted as threatened or endan-
gered under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.);

(4) are in close proxvmity to areas in which
threatened or endangered cetaceans are known to ex-

perience other stressors; or
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(5) allow eligible entities to conduct risk assess-
ments and to track progress toward threat reduction.

(¢) OUTREACH.—The Under Secretary, in coordina-
tion with the Secretary, the Admainistrator of the Maritime
Admanistration, and the Dirvector of the United States Fish
and Wildlife Service, as appropriate, shall conduct coordi-
nated outreach to ports to provide information with respect
to—

(1) how to apply for assistance under subsection

(@);

(2) the benefits of such assistance; and

(3) facilitation of best practices and lessons, in-
cluding the best practices and lessons learned from ac-
twities carried out using such assistance.

(f) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not less frequently than an-
nually, the Under Secretary shall make available to the
public on a publicly accessible internet website of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration a report
that includes the following information:

(1) The name and location of each entity to

which assistance was awarded under subsection (a)

during the year preceding submission of the report.

(2) The amount of each such award.
(3) A description of the activities carried out

with each such award.
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(4) An estimate of the likely impact of such ac-

tivities on the reduction of threats to marine mam-

mals.

(5) An estimate of the likely impact of such ac-
tivities, including the cost of such activities, on port
operations.

(9) FUNDING.—From funds otherwise appropriated to
the Under Secretary, $10,000,000 is authorized to carry out
this section for each of fiscal years 2023 through 2028.

(h) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—An activity may not be carried
out under this section if the Secretary of Defense, in con-
sultation with the Under Secretary, determines that the ac-
twity would negatively vmpact the defense readiness or the
national security of the United States.

SEC. 313. NEAR REAL-TIME MONITORING AND MITIGATION
PROGRAM FOR LARGE CETACEANS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Under Secretary, in co-
ordination with the heads of other relevant Federal agen-
cies, shall design and deploy a cost-effective, efficient, and
results-oriented near real-time monitoring and mitigation
program for endangered or threatened cetaceans (referred
to wn this section as the “Program”).

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the Program shall be
to reduce the risk to large cetaceans posed by vessel colli-

sions, and to minvmize other impacts on large cetaceans,
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(¢c) REQUIREMENTS.—The Program shall—

(1) prioritize species of large cetaceans for which
mmpacts from vessel collisions are of particular con-
cern;

(2) prioritize areas where such 1mpacts are of
particular concern;

(3) be capable of detecting and alerting ocean
users and enforcement agencies of the probable loca-
tion of large cetaceans on an actionable real-time
basis, including through real-time data whenever pos-
sible;

(4) inform sector-specific mitigation protocols to
effectively reduce takes (as defined in section 216.3 of
title 50, Code of Federal Regulations, or successor reg-
ulations) of large cetaceans;

(5) integrate technology improvements; and

(6) be nformed by technologies, monitoring
methods, and mitigation protocols developed under the
pilot project required by subsection (d).

(d) PILOT PROJECT.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—In carrying out the Pro-

gram, the Under Secretary shall first establish a pilot

monitoring and mitigation project for North Atlantic
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right whales (rveferred to in this section as the “pilot
project”) for the purposes of informing the Program.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In designing and deploy-
g the pilot project, the Under Secretary, in coordi-
nation with the heads of other relevant Federal agen-
cies, shall, using the best available scientific informa-
tion, identify and ensure coverage of—

(A) core foraging habitats; and

(B) important feeding, breeding, calving,
rearing, or migratory habitats of North Atlantic
right whales that co-occur with areas of high risk
of mortality or serious imjury of such whales

Jrom wessels, vessel strikes, or disturbance.

(3) COMPONENTS.—Not later than 3 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Under Sec-
retary, i consultation with relevant Federal agencies
and Tribal governments, and with input from affected
stakeholders, shall design and deploy a near real-time
monitoring system for North Atlantic right whales
that—

(A) comprises the best available detection
power, spatial coverage, and survey effort to de-
tect and localize North Atlantic right whales

within habitats described in paragraph (2);
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(B) 1is capable of detecting North Atlantic

right whales, ncluding visually and acous-
tically;

(C) uses dynamic habitat suitability models
to anform the likelihood of North Atlantic right
whale occurrence i habitats described in para-
graph (2) at any given time;

(D) coordinates with the Integrated Ocean
Observing System of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric —~ Administration  and  Regional
Ocean Partnerships to leverage monitoring as-
sets;

(E) integrates historical data;

(F) integrates new near real-time moni-
toring methods and technologies as such methods
and technologies become available;

(G) accurately verifies and rapidly commu-
nicates detection data to appropriate ocean
usens;

(H) creates standards for contributing, and
allows ocean wusers to contribute, data to the
monitoring system using comparable near real-
time monitoring methods and technologies;

(I) communicates the risks of injury to

large cetaceans to ocean users in a manner that

*S 4802 RS



O© 00 3 O WD B W N e

| \O 2N \© R O R \O N O B e e e e e T e e e e
A W O = O O 0NN N N R WD = O

D28

18 most likely to result in informed decision mak-

g regarding the mitigation of those risks; and

(J) minimizes additional stressors to large

cetaceans as a result of the information available

to ocean users.

(1) REPORTS.—

*S 4802 RS

(A) PRELIMINARY REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Under Secretary shall submit to the
Committee on  Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources of the House of
Representatives, and make available to the
public, a preliminary report on the pilot
project.

(11) ELEMENTS.—The report required
by clause (1) shall include the following:

(I) A description of the moni-
toring methods and technology in use
or planned for deployment under the
pilot project.

(II) An analysis of the efficacy of

the methods and technology in use or
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planned for deployment for detecting
North Atlantic right whales.
(I11) An assessment of the manner
m which the monitoring system  de-
signed and deployed under paragraph
(3) 1s directly informing and improv-
g the management, health, and sur-
vival of North Atlantic right whales.
(IV) A prioritized identification
of technology or research gaps.
(V) A plan to communicate the
risks of injury to large cetaceans to
ocean users wn a manner that is most
likely to result wn informed decision
making regarding the mitigation of
such risks.
(VI) Any other information on the
potential benefits and efficacy of the
pilot project the Under Secretary con-
siders appropriate.
(B) FINAL REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Under Secretary, in coordination

with the heads of other relevant Federal
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agencies, shall submat to the Commattee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Committee on Natural
Resources of the House of Representatives,
and make available to the public, a final re-
port on the pilot project.
(11) ELEMENTS.—The report required
by clause (1) shall—
(1) address the elements wunder
subparagraph (A)(i1); and
(11) include—

(aa) an assessment of the
benefits and efficacy of the pilot
project;

(bb) a strategic plan to ex-
pand the pilot project to provide
near real-time monitoring and
mitigation measures—

(AA) to additional large
cetaceans of  concern  for
which such measures would
reduce risk of sertous injury
or death; and

(BB) in 1important feed-

my, breeding, calving,
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rearing, or migratory habi-
tats of large cetaceans that
co-occur with areas of high
sk of mortality or serious
mjury  from wvessel strikes or
disturbance;

(cc) a budget and description
of funds mnecessary to carry out
such strategic plan;

(dd) a prioritized plan for
acquisition,  deployment,  and
maintenance of monitoring tech-
nologies; and

(ee) the locations or species
to which such plan would apply.

(e) MITIGATION PROTOCOLS.—The Under Secretary,
i consultation with the Secretary, the Secretary of Defense,
the Secretary of Transportation, and the Secretary of the
Interior, and with input from affected stakeholders, shall
develop and deploy mitigation protocols that make use of
the monitoring system designed and deployed under sub-
section (d)(3) to direct sector-specific mitigation measures
that avoid and significantly reduce risk of serious injury

and mortality to North Atlantic right whales.
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(f) AcCESS 1O DATA.—The Under Secretary shall pro-
vide access to data generated by the monitoring system de-
signed and deployed under subsection (d)(3) for purposes
of scientific research and evaluation and public awareness
and education, including through the Right Whale Sighting
Advisory System of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Adminaistration and WhaleMap or other successor public
mternet website portals, subject to review for national secu-
rity considerations.

(9) ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY.—The Under Secretary
may enter ito and perform such contracts, leases, grants,
or cooperative agreements as may be necessary to carry out
the purposes of this section on such terms as the Under Sec-
retary considers appropriate, consistent with the Federal
Acquisition Regulation.

(h) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—An activity may not be carried
out under this section if the Secretary of Defense, in con-
sultation with the Under Secretary, determines that the ac-
twity would negatively vmpact the defense readiness or the
national security of the United States.

(1) FUNDING.—From funds otherwise appropriated to
the Under Secretary, $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years
2023 through 2027 1is authorized to support the develop-
ment, deployment, application, and ongoing maintenance

of the Program.
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1 SEC. 314. PILOT PROGRAM TO ESTABLISH A CETACEAN

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

DESK FOR PUGET SOUND REGION.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary,

with the concurrence of the Under Secretary, shall es-

tablish a pilot program to establish a Cetacean Desk,

whach shall be—

(A) located and manned within the Puget

Sound Vessel Traffic Service; and

(B) designed—

(i) to 1mprove coordination with the
maritime industry to reduce the risk of ves-
sel 1mpacts to large cetaceans, including
vmpacts  from wvessel strikes, disturbances,
and other sources; and

(11) to monator the presence and loca-
twon of large cetaceans during the months
during which such large cetaceans are
present in Puget Sound, the Strait of Juan
de Fuca, and the United States portion of
the Salish Sea.

(2) DURATION AND STAFFING.—The pilot pro-

gram required by paragraph (1)—

*S 4802 RS
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(1) be for a duration of 4 years; and



O© o0 3 O WD B W N

O TN NG I N T NG I NG R NS B N e e T e e T e T e e T
[ B NG U N N = = N Re - BN B o) W ) TR ~S O IR NO S e

034
(i11) require not more than 1 full-time
equivalent position, who shall also con-
tribute to other necessary Puget Sound Ves-
sel Traffic Service duties and responsibil-
ities as needed; and
(B) may be supported by other existing

Federal employees, as appropriate.

(b) ENGAGEMENT WITH VESSEL OPERATORS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Under the pilot program re-
quired by subsection (a), the Secretary shall require
personnel of the Cetacean Desk to engage with vessel
operators in areas where large cetaceans have been
seen or could reasonably be present to ensure compli-
ance with applicable laws, requlations, and voluntary
guidance, to reduce the impact of vessel traffic on
large cetaceans.

(2) CONTENTS.—In engaging with vessel opera-
tors as required by paragraph (1), personnel of the
Cetacean Desk shall communicate where and when
sightings of large cetaceans have occurred.

(¢) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.—The Sec-
retary and the Under Secretary may enter into a memo-
randum of understanding to facilitate real-time sharing of
data relating to large cetaceans between the Quiet Sound

program of the State of Washington, the National Oceanic
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25

and Atmospheric Administration, and the Puget Sound
Vessel Traffic Service, and other relevant entities, as appro-
priate.

(d) DATA.—The Under Secretary shall leverage exist-
g data collection methods, the Program required by sec-
tion 313, and public data to ensure accurate and timely
mformation on the sighting of large cetaceans.

(¢) CONSULTATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the pilot pro-
gram required by subsection (a), the Secretary shall
consult with Tribal governments, the State of Wash-
mgton, institutions of higher education, the maritime
dustry, ports in the Puget Sound region, and non-
governmental organizations.

(2) COORDINATION WITH CANADA.—When appro-
priate, the Secretary shall coordinate with the Gouv-
ernment of Canada, consistent with policies and
agreements relating to management of vessel traffic in
Puget Sound.

(f) PUGET SOUND VESSEL TRAFFIC SERVICE LOCAL
VARIANCE AND Poricy.—The Secretary, with the concur-
rence of the Under Secretary and in consultation with the
Captain of the Port for the Puget Sound region—

(1) shall implement local variances, as author-

1zed by subsection (c¢) of section 70001 of title 46,
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Unated States Code, to reduce the impact of wvessel
traffic on large cetaceans; and

(2) may enter into cooperative agreements, in
accordance with subsection (d) of that section, with
Federal, State, and local officials to reduce the likeli-
hood of wvessel interactions with protected large
cetaceans, which may mclude—

(A) communicating marine mammal pro-
tection guidance to vessels;

(B) training on requirements imposed by
local, State, Tribal, and Federal laws and regu-
lations and guidelines concerning—

(1) vessel buffer zones;

(11) vessel speed;

(111) seasonal no-go zones for vessels;

(iv) protected areas, including areas
designated as critical habitat, as applicable
to marine operations; and

(v) any other activities to reduce the
direct and indirect vmpact of vessel traffic
on large cetaceans;

(C) traiming to wunderstand, utilize, and

communicate large cetacean location data; and
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(D) training to wunderstand and commu-

nicate basic large cetacean detection, identifica-

tion, and behavior, including—

(i) cues of the presence of large
cetaceans such as spouts, water disturb-
ances, breaches, or presence of prey;

(i1) amportant  feeding,  breeding,
calving, and rearing habitats that co-occur
with areas of high risk of vessel strikes;

(111) seasonal large cetacean migration
routes that co-occur with areas of high risk
of vessel strikes; and

(iv) areas designated as critical habi-

tat for large cetaceans.

(9) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 1 year after

the date of the enactment of this Act, and every 2 years

thereafter for the duration of the pilot program under this

section, the Commandant, in coordination with the Under

Secretary and the Administrator of the Maritime Adminis-

tration, shall submat to the appropriate congressional com-

mittees a report that—

(1) evaluates the functionality, utility, reli-

ability, responsiveness, and operational status of the

Cetacean Desk established under the pilot program re-

quired by subsection (a), including a quantification
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of reductions 1n vessel strikes to large cetaceans as a

result of the pilot program;

(2) assesses the efficacy of communication be-
tween the Cetacean Desk and the maritime industry
and provides recommendations for improvements;

(3) evaluates the integration and interoperability
of existing data collection methods, as well as public
data, into the Cetacean Desk operations;

(4) assesses the efficacy of collaboration and
stakeholder engagement with Tribal governments, the
State of Washington, institutions of higher education,
the maritime industry, ports in the Puget Sound re-
gron, and nongovernmental organizations; and

(5) evaluates the progress, performance, and 1m-
plementation of guidance and training procedures for
Puget Sound Vessel Traffic Service personnel.

SEC. 315. MONITORING OCEAN SOUNDSCAPES.

(a) IN GENERAL—The Under Secretary shall main-
tarn and expand an ocean soundscape development pro-
gram—

(1) to award grants to expand the deployment of
Federal and non-Federal observing and data manage-
ment systems capable of collecting measurements of

underwater sound for purposes of monitoring and
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1 analyzing baselines and trends in the underwater
2 soundscape to protect and manage marine life;
3 (2) to continue to develop and apply standard-
4 wzed forms of measurements to assess sounds produced
5 by marine animals, physical processes, and anthropo-
6 genic activities; and
7 (3) after coordinating with the Secretary of De-
8 Jense, to coordinate and make accessible to the public
9 the datasets, modeling and analysis, and user-driven
10 products and tools resulting from observations of un-
11 derwater sound funded through grants awarded under
12 paragraph (1).
13 (b) COORDINATION.—The program described in sub-
14 section (a) shall—
15 (1) include the Ocean Noise Reference Station
16 Network of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
17 Admanastration and the National Park Service;
18 (2) use and coordinate with the Integrated Ocean
19 Observing System; and
20 (3) coordinate with the Regional Ocean Partner-
21 ships and the Director of the United States Fish and
22 Wildlife Service, as appropriate.
23 (¢) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under subsection

24 (a), the Under Secretary shall consider the geographic di-

25 wersity of the recipients of such grants.
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(d) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—An activity may not be carried
out under this section if the Secretary of Defense, in con-
sultation with the Under Secretary, determines that the ac-
twity would negatively vmpact the defense readiness or the
national security of the United States.
(¢) FUNDING.—From funds otherwise appropriated to

the Under Secretary, $1,500,000 is authorized for each of

fiscal years 2023 through 2028 to carry out this section.

Subtitle B—Oil Spills
SEC. 321. IMPROVING OIL SPILL PREPAREDNESS.

The Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and At-
mosphere shall include in the Automated Data Inquiry for
Oil Spills database (or a successor database) used by Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration oil weath-
ering models new data, including peer-reviewed data, on
properties of crude and refined oils, including data on di-
luted bitumen, as such data becomes publicly available.

SEC. 322. WESTERN ALASKA OIL SPILL PLANNING CRI-
TERIA.

(a) ALASKA OIL SPILL PLANNING CRITERIA PRO-
GRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL—Chapter 3 of title 14, Unated

States Code, s amended by adding at the end the fol-

lowing:
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“§323. Western Alaska Oil Spill Planning Criteria

Program
“la) ESTABLISHMENT.—There 1s established within
the Coast Guard a Western Alaska Ol Spill Planning Cri-
teria Program (referred to in this section as the ‘Program’)
to develop and administer the Western Alaska oil spill plan-
ning criteria.
“(b) PROGRAM MANAGER.—

“(1) IN GENERAL—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this section, the Com-
mandant shall select a permanent civilian career em-
ployee through a competitive search process for a term
of mot less than 5 years to serve as the Western Alaska
Oil Spill Criteria Program Manager (referred to in
this section as the ‘Program Manager’)—

“(A) the primary duty of whom shall be to
admanister the Program; and

“(B) who shall not be subject to frequent or
routine reassignment.

“(2) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.—The individual
selected to serve as the Program Manager shall not
have conflicts of interest relating to entities requlated
by the Coast Guard.

“(3) DUTIES.—

“(A) DEVELOPMENT OF GUIDANCE.—The

Program Manager shall develop guidance for—
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“(1v) approval, drills, and testing relat-
ing to the Western Alaska oil spill planning
criteria; and

“(11) gathering input concerning such
planning criteria  from Federal agencies,
State, local, and Tribal governments, and
relevant industry and nongovernmental en-
tities.

“(B) ASSESSMENTS.—Not less frequently

than once every 5 years, the Program Manager

shall—

“(1) assess whether such existing plan-
ning criteria adequately meet the needs of
vessels operating in the geographic area;
and

“(11) adentify methods for advancing
response capability so as to achieve, with
respect to a vessel, compliance with national
planning criteria.

“(C') ONSITE VERIFICATIONS.—The Pro-

gram Manager shall address the relatively small

number and limited nature of verifications of re-

sponse capabilities for vessel response plans by

wmcreasing, within the Seventeenth Coast Guard

District, the quantity and frequency of onsite
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verifications of the providers identified in vessel

response plans .

“(c) TRAINING.—The Commandant shall enhance the

knowledge and proficiency of Coast Guard personnel with

respect to the Program by—

“(1) developing formalized training on the Pro-

gram that, at a minimum—

*S 4802 RS

“(A) provides in-depth analysis of—

“(1) the national planning criteria de-
seribed wn part 155 of title 33, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (or successor requlations);

“(11) alternative planning criteria;

“(111) Western Alaska oil spill plan-
ning criteria;

“(w) Captain of the Port and Federal
On-Scene Coordinator authorities related to
activation of a vessel response plan;

“(v) the responsibilities of vessel own-
ers and operators in preparing a vessel re-
sponse plan for submission; and

“(v1) responsibilities of the Area Com-
mattee, including risk analysis, response ca-
pability, and development of alternative

planning criteria;



O© o0 3 O WD B W N

[\© TN NG T N T NG N NG N NS R N e T e e T e T e e T
[ T NG U N N = = N Re - BN B e ) W ) TR ~S O I NO S e

044

“(B) explains the approval processes of ves-
sel response plans that imvolve alternative plan-
ning criteria or Western Alaska oil spill plan-
ning criteria; and

“(C) provides instruction on the processes
mvolved wn carrying out the actions described in
paragraphs (9)(D) and (9)(F) of section 311(j)
of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33
US.C. 1321(j)), wncluding instruction on car-
rying out such actions—

“(1) i any geographic area in the

United States; and

“(1n) specifically wn the Seventeenth

Coast Guard District; and

“(2) providing such training to all Coast Guard
personnel involved in the Program.
“(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) ALTERNATIVE PLANNING CRITERIA.—The
term ‘alternative planning criteria’ means criteria
submatted under section 155.1065 or 155.5067 of title
33, Code of Federal Regulations (or successor requla-
tions), for vessel response plans.

“(2) TrRIBAL—The term “Tribal’ means of or
pertaining to an Indian Tribe or a Tribal organiza-

tion (as those terms are defined in section 4 of the In-
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1 dvan  Self-Determination and Education Assistance

2 Act (25 URN.C. 5301)).

3 “(3) VESSEL RESPONSE PLAN.—The term ‘vessel

4 response plan’ means a plan required to be submitted

5 by the owner or operator of a tank vessel or a

6 nontank vessel under regulations issued by the Presi-

7 dent under section 311(j)(5) of the Federal Water Pol-

8 lution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1321(j)(5)).

9 “(4) WESTERN ALASKA OIL SPILL PLANNING CRI-
10 TERIA.—The term ‘Western Alaska oil spill planning
11 criteria’ means the criteria required under paragraph
12 (9) of section 311(j) of the Federal Water Pollution
13 Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1321(j)).”.

14 (2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for
15 chapter 3 of title 14, United States Code, 1s amended
16 by adding at the end the following:

“323. Western Alaska Oil Spill Planning Criteria Program.”.
17 (b) WESTERN ALASKA OIL SPILL PLANNING CRI-

18 7TERIA.—

19 (1) AMENDMENT.—Section 311(j) of the Federal
20 Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1321(j)) 1is
21 amended by adding at the end the following:

22 “(9) ALTERNATIVE PLANNING CRITERIA PRO-
23 GRAM.—

24 “(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph:

*S 4802 RS
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“(t) ALTERNATIVE PLANNING  CRI-
TERIA.—The term ‘alternative planning cri-
teria’ means criteria submitted under sec-
tion 155.1065 or 155.5067 of title 33, Code
of Federal Regulations (or successor requla-
tions), for vessel response plans.

“(11) PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND CAPTAIN
OF THE PORT ZONE.—The term ‘Prince
William Sound Captain of the Port Zone’
means the area described in section 3.85—
15(b) of title 33, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or successor requlations).

“tint) SECRETARY.~—The term ‘Sec-
retary’ means the Secretary of the depart-
ment wn which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating.

“tw) TRIBAL—The term  “Tribal’
means of or pertaining to an Indian Tribe
or a Tribal organization (as those terms are
defined in section 4 of the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act
(25 U.S.C. 5304)).

“(v) VESSEL RESPONSE PLAN.—The
term ‘vessel response plan’ means a plan re-

quired to be submatted by the owner or oper-
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ator of a tank vessel or a nontank wvessel
under regulations issued by the President
under paragraph (5).
“(vi) WESTERN ALASKA CAPTAIN OF
THE PORT ZONE.—The term ‘Western Alas-
ka Captain of the Port Zone’ means the
area described in section 3.85—15(a) of title
33, Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect
on the date of enactment of this paragraph,).
“(B) REQUIREMENT.—Kuxcept as provided
wm subparagraph (1), for any part of the area of
responsibility of the Western Alaska Captain of
the Port Zone or the Prince William Sound Cap-
tain of the Port Zone in which the Secretary has
determined that the national planning criteria
established pursuant to this subsection are inap-
propriate for a vessel operating in that area, a
response plan required under paragraph (5) with
respect to a discharge of oil for such a wvessel
shall comply with the planning criteria estab-
lished under subparagraph (D)(1).
“(C) RELATION TO NATIONAL PLANNING
CRITERIA.—The planning criteria  established
under subparagraph (D)(1) shall, with respect to

a discharge of 0il from a vessel described i sub-
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paragraph (B), apply in liew of any alternative
planning criteria accepted for vessels operating
m that area prior to the date on which the plan-
ning criteria under subparagraph (D)(i) are es-
tablished.

“(D) ESTABLISHMENT OF PLANNING CRI-
TERIA.—The President, acting through the Com-
mandant in consultation with the Western Alas-
ka Oil Spill Criteria Program Manager estab-
lished wunder section 323 of title 14, United
States Code—

“(1) shall establish—

“(1) Alaska o1l spill planning cri-
teria for a worst case discharge of oil,
and a substantial threat of such a dis-
charge, within any part of the area of
responsibility of the Western Alaska
Captain of the Port Zone or Prince
William Sound Captain of the Port
Zone in which the Secretary has deter-
mined that the national planning cri-
teria established pursuant to thas sub-
section are inappropriate for a vessel

operating in that area; and
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“(II) standardized submission, re-

view,  approval, —and  compliance

verification processes for the planning

criteria established wunder clause (1),

mceluding the quantity and frequency

of dnrlls and on-site verifications of

vessel response plans accepted pursuant

to those planning criteria; and

“tin) may, as required to develop
standards that adequately reflect the needs
and capabilities of various locations within
the Western Alaska Captain of the Port
Zone, develop subregions in which the Alas-
ka oil spill planning criteria referred to in
clause (v)(I) may differ from such criteria
Jor other subregions in the Western Alaska
Captain of the Port Zone, provided that
any such criteria for a subregion is not less
stringent than the criteria required for a
worst case discharge of oil, and a substan-
tial threat of such a discharge, within any
part of the applicable subregion.
“(E) INCLUSIONS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL—The Western Alas-

ka oil spill planning criteria  established
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under subparagraph (D)(t) shall include

planning criteria for the following:

“(I) Mechanical oil spill response
resources that are required to be lo-
cated within that area.

“(II) Response times for mobiliza-
tion of o1l spill response resources and
arrival on the scene of a worst case
discharge of 0il, or substantial threat of
such a discharge, occurring within that
aredq.

“(I11) Pre-identified vessels for oil
spall response that are capable of oper-
ating in the ocean environment.

“(1IV) Ensuring the availability of
at least 1 oil spill removal organiza-
tion that s classified by the Coast
Guard and that—

“laa) 1s capable of respond-

g n all operating environments

m that area;

“(bb) controls o1l spill re-
sponse resources of dedicated and
nondedicated — resources  within

that area, through ownership, con-
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tracts, agreements, or other means
approved by the President, suffi-
crent—

“(AA) to mobilize and
sustain a response to a worst
case discharge of oil; and

“C(BB) to contain, re-
cover, and temporarily store
discharged oil;

“lcc) has pre-positioned o1l
spill  response  resources in  stra-
tegic locations throughout that
area in a manner that ensures the
ability to support response per-
sonnel, marine operations, air

cargo, or other related logistics in-

Sfrastructure;

“(dd) has temporary storage
capability using both dedicated
and non-dedicated assets located
withan that area;

“(ee) has non-mechanical o1l
spill — response  resources, to be
available under contracts, agree-

ments, or other means approved
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by the President, capable of re-

sponding to a discharge of per-

sistent oil and a discharge of non-
persistent  o0il, whether the dis-
charged o0il was carried by a ves-
sel as fuel or cargo; and

“(ff) considers availability of
wildlife response resources for pri-
manry, secondary, and tertiary re-
sponses to support carcass collec-
tion, sampling, deterrence, rescue,
and rehabilitation of birds, sea
turtles, marine mammals, fishery
resources, and other wildlife.

“(V) With respect to tank barges
carrying nonpersistent oil in bulk as
cargo, o1l spill response resources that
are required to be carried on board.

“(VI)  Specifying a minimum
length of tvme that approval of a re-
sponse plan under this paragraph is
valid.

“(VII) Managing wildlife protec-

tion and rehabilitation, including
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wdentified wildlife protection and reha-
Dilitation resources in that area.

“(11) ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS.—

The Commandant may consider criteria re-

garding—

“(I) vessel routing measures con-
sistent with  anternational — routing
measure deviation protocols; and

“(II) maintenance of real-time
continuous vessel tracking, monitoring,
and engagement protocols with the
ability to detect and address vessel op-
eration anomalies.

“(F) REQUIREMENT FOR APPROVAL.—The
President may approve a response plan for a
vessel under this paragraph only if the owner or
operator of the wvessel demonstrates the avail-
ability of the oil spill response resources required
to be wncluded n the response plan under the
planning criteria  established under subpara-
graph (D)(1).

“(G) PERrIopIC AUDITS.—The Secretary
shall conduct periodic audits to ensure compli-
ance of wvessel response plans and oil spill re-

moval organizations within the Western Alaska

*S 4802 RS
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Captain of the Port Zone and the Prince Wil-
liam Sound Captain of the Port Zone with the
planning criteria under subparagraph (D)(%).

“(l) REVIEW OF DETERMINATION.—Not
less frequently than once every 5 years, the Sec-
retary shall review each determination of the
Secretary under subparagraph (B) that the na-
tional planning criteria are inappropriate for a
vessel operating in the area of responsibility of
the Western Alaska Captain of the Port Zone
and the Prince Willitam Sound Captain of the
Port Zone.

“(I) VESSELS IN COOK INLET.—Unless oth-
erwise authorized by the Secretary, a vessel may
only operate in Cook Inlet, Alaska, under a ves-
sel response plan that meets the requirements of
the national planning criteria established pursu-
ant to paragraph (5).

“(J) SAVINGS PROVISIONS.—Nothing wn this
paragraph affects—

“(1) the requirements under this sub-
section applicable to wvessel response plans

Jor wvessels operating within the area of re-

sponsibility of the Western Alaska Captain

of the Port Zone, within Cook Inlet, Alaska;

*S 4802 RS
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“(11) the requirements under this sub-
section applicable to vessel response plans
Jor wvessels operating within the area of re-
sponsibility of the Prince William Sound
Captain of the Port Zone under section
5005 of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (33
U.S.C. 2735); or

“(iir) the authority of a Federal On-
Scene Coordinator to use any available re-
sources when responding to an oil spill.”.

(2) ESTABLISIIMENT OF ALASKA OIL SPILL PLAN-

NING CRITERIA.—

(A) DEADLINE.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
President shall establish the planning criteria re-
quired to be established under paragraph
(9)(D)(v) of section 311(j) of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1321(j)).

(B) CONSULTATION.—In establishing the
planning criteria described in subparagraph (B),
the President shall consult with the Federal,
State, local, and Tribal agencies and the owners
and operators that would be subject to those
planning criteria, and with oil spill removal or-

ganizations, Alaska Native organizations, and

*S 4802 RS
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environmental  nongovernmental —organizations
located within the State of Alaska.

(C) CONGRESSIONAL REPORT.—Not later
than 2 years after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall submit to Congress
a report describing the status of 1mplementation
of paragraph (9) of section 311(j) of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1321(j)).

SEC. 323. ACCIDENT AND INCIDENT NOTIFICATION RELAT-
ING TO PIPELINES.

(a) REPEAL.—Subsection (c) of section 9 of the Pipe-
line Safety, Regulatory Certainty, and Job Creation Act
of 2011 (49 U.S.C. 60117 note; Public Law 112-90) 1s re-
pealed.

(b) APPLICATION.—Section 9 of the Pipeline Safety,
Regulatory Certainty, and Job Creation Act of 2011 (49
U.S.C. 60117 note; Public Law 112-90) shall be applied
and administered as if the subsection repealed by subsection
(a) had never been enacted.

SEC. 324. COAST GUARD CLAIMS PROCESSING COSTS.

Section 1012(a)(4) of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (33
US.C. 2712(a)(4)) s amended by striking “damages;” and
mserting “damages, including, in the case of a spill of na-
tional significance that results in extraordinary Coast

Guard claims processing activities, the admainistrative and
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personnel costs of the Coast Guard to process those claims
(including the costs of commercial claims processing, expert
services, training, and technical services), subject to the con-
dition that the Coast Guard shall submit to Congress a re-
port describing the spill of national significance not later
than 30 days after the date on which the Coast Guard deter-
mines it necessary to process those claims;”.
SEC. 325. CALCULATION OF INTEREST ON DEBT OWED TO
THE NATIONAL POLLUTION FUND.

Section 1005(b)(4) of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (33

U.S.C. 2705(b)(4)) is amended—
(1) by striking “The interest paid” and inserting

the following:

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The interest paid for
clavms, other than Federal Government cost re-
covery clavms,”; and
(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(B) FEDERAL COST RECOVERY CLAIMS.—
The interest paid for Federal Government cost
recovery claims under this section shall be cal-
culated i accordance with section 3717 of title
31, Unated States Code.”.

SEC. 326. PER-INCIDENT LIMITATION.
Subparagraph (A) of section 9509(¢)(2) of the Internal

Revenue Code of 1986 is amended—

*S 4802 RS
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(1) in clause (v), by striking “$1,000,000,000”
and inserting “$1,500,000,000”;

(2) in clause (11), by striking “$500,000,000”
and nserting “$750,000,000”; and

(3) in the heading, by striking ‘$1,000,000,000”
and inserting ‘“$1,500,000,000”.

SEC. 327. ACCESS TO THE OIL SPILL LIABILITY TRUST
FUND.

Section 6002 of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (33
U.S.C. 2752) is amended by striking subsection (b) and in-
serting the following:

“(b) EXCEPTIONS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) shall not
apply to—
“(A) section 1006(f), 1012(a)(4), or 5006; or
“(B) an amount, which may not exceed
$50,000,000 in any fiscal year, made available
by the President from the Fund—
“(1) to carry out section 311(c) of the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33
U.S.C. 1321(c)); and
“(11) to initiate the assessment of nat-
ural resources damages requirved under sec-
tron 1006.

“(2) FUND ADVANCES.—

*S 4802 RS
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“(A) IN GENERAL.—To the extent that the
amount described in subparagraph (B) of para-
graph (1) is not adequate to carry out the activi-
ties described in that subparagraph, the Coast
Guard may obtain 1 or more advances from the
Fund as may be necessary, up to a maxivmum of
$100,000,000 for each advance, with the total
amount of advances not to exceed the amounts
available under section 9509(c)(2) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986.

“(B) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—Not
later than 30 days after the date on which the
Coast Guard obtains an advance under subpara-
graph (A), the Coast Guard shall notify Congress
of—

“(r) the amount advanced; and
“(in) the facts and circumstances that
necessitated the advance.

“(C)  REPAYMENT.—Amounts  advanced
under this paragraph shall be repaid to the
Fund when, and to the extent that, removal costs
are recovered by the Coast Guard from respon-
sible parties for the discharge or substantial

threat of discharge.
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“(3) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts to which this sub-
section applies shall remain available until ex-

pended.”.

SEC. 328. COST-REIMBURSABLE AGREEMENTS.

Section 1012 of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (33

U.S.C. 2712) 1is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1)(B), by striking “by a
Governor or designated State official” and inserting
“by a State, a political subdivision of a State, or an
Indian tribe, pursuant to a cost-reimbursable agree-
ment”’;

(2) by striking subsections (d) and (e) and in-
serting the following:

“(d) COST-REIMBURSABLE AGREEMENT.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out section
311(c) of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33
U.S.C. 1321(c)), the President may enter into cost-re-
mmbursable agreements with a State, a political sub-
duvision of a State, or an Indian tribe to obligate the
Fund for the payment of removal costs consistent with
the National Contingency Plan.

“(2) INAPPLICABILITY.—Neither section 1535 of
title 31, Unated States Code, nor chapter 63 of that
title shall apply to a cost-revmbursable agreement en-

tered into under this subsection.”; and
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(3) by redesignating subsections (f), (h), (1), (j),
(k), and (1) as subsections (e), (f), (q), (h), (i), and
(1), respectively.

SEC. 329. OIL SPILL RESPONSE REVIEW.

(a) IN GENERAL—Subject to the availability of appro-
priations, the Commandant shall develop and carry out a
program—

(1) to increase collection and improve the quality
of incident data on oil spill location and response ca-
pability by periodically evaluating the data, docu-
mentation, and analysis of—

(A) Coast Guard-approved vessel response
plans, including vessel response plan audits and
assessments;

(B) o1l spill response drills conducted under
section 311(j)(7) of the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1321(j)(7)) that occur
within the Marine Transportation System; and

(C) responses to oil spill incidents that re-
quire mobilization of contracted response re-
sources;

(2) to update, not less frequently than annually,
mformation contained in the Coast Guard Response
Resource Inventory and other Coast Guard tools used

to document the availability and status of oil spill re-
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sponse equipment, so as to ensure that such informa-
tion remains current; and

(3) subject to section 552 of title 5, United States
Code (commonly known as the “Freedom of Informa-
tion Act”), to make data collected under paragraph
(1) available to the public.
(b) PoLicy.—Not later than 1 year after the date of

the enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall issue a

policy—

(1) to establish processes to maintain the pro-
gram under subsection (a) and support Coast Guard
o1l spill prevention and response activities, including
by incorporating oil spill incident data from after-ac-
tion o1l spill reports and data ascertained from vessel
response plan exercises and auwdits into—

(A) review and approval process standards
and metrics;

(B) Alternative Planning Criteria (APC)
review processes;

(C) Area Contingency Plan (ACP) develop-
ment;

(D) risk assessments developed under section

70001 of title 46, United States Code, including

lessons learned from reportable marine casual-

ties;

*S 4802 RS
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(E) mitigating the impact of military per-
sonnel rotations in Coast Guard field units on
knowledge and awareness of vessel response plan
requirements, including knowledge relating to the
evaluation of proposed alternatives to national
planning requirements; and

(F) evaluating the consequences of reporting
maccurate data in wvessel response plans sub-

mitted to the Commandant pursuant to part 300

of title 40, Code of Federal Regulations, and sub-

mitted for storage in the Marine Information for

Safety and Law Enforcement database pursuant

to section 300.300 of that title (or any successor

requlation);

(2) to standardize and develop tools, training,
and other relevant guidance that may be shared with
vessel owners and operators to assist with accurately
calculating and measuring the performance and via-
bility of proposed alternatives to national planning
criteria requirements and Area Contingency Plans
under the jurisdiction of the Coast Guard,;

(3) to improve training of Coast Guard per-
sonnel to ensure continwity of planning activities

under this section, including by identifying ways in
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which civilian staffing may tmprove the continuity of
operations; and
(4) to increase Federal Government engagement
with State, local, and Tribal governments and stake-
holders so as to strengthen coordination and efficiency
of oil spill responses.

(¢c) PERIODIC UPDATES.—Not less frequently than

every 5 years, the Commandant shall update the processes
established under subsection (b)(1) to incorporate relevant

analyses of—

(1) incident data on oil spill location and re-
sponse quality;

(2) ol spill risk assessments;

(3) oil spill response effectiveness and the effects
of such response on the environment;

(4) oil spill response drills conducted under sec-
tion 311())(7) of the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act (33 US.C. 1321(j)(7));

(5) marine casualties reported to the Coast
Guard; and

(6) near miss incidents documented by a Vessel
Traffic Service Center (as such terms are defined in
section 70001(m) of title 46, United States Code).

(d) REPORT.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and annually
thereafter for 5 years, the Commandant shall provide
to the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation of the Senate and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives a briefing on the status of ongoing and
planned efforts to improve the effectiveness and over-
sight of the vessel response program.

(2) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Commandant

shall publish the report required by subparagraph (A)

on a publicly accessible internet website of the Coast

Guard.

SEC. 330. REVIEW AND REPORT ON LIMITED INDEMNITY
PROVISIONS IN STANDBY OIL SPILL RE-
SPONSE CONTRACTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General of the
United States shall submait to the Commaittee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mattee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House
of Representatives a report on the effects of removing lim-
ited indemnity provisions from Coast Guard oil spill re-

sponse contracts entered into by the President (or a dele-
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1 gate) under section 311(c) of the Federal Water Pollution
2 Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1321(¢c)).

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by subsection (a)

shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of the adequacy of contracts
described n that subsection in meeting the needs of
the United States to carry out ol spill cleanups
under the National Contingency Plan (as defined in
section 311(a) of the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act (33 US.C. 1321(a)) during the period beginning
m 2009 and ending in 2014 with respect to those con-
tracts that included limited indemnity provisions for
o1l spill response organizations.

(2) A review of the costs incurred by the Coast
Guard, the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund established
by section 9509(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986, and the Federal Government to cover the in-
demnaty provisions provided to oil spill response or-
ganizations during the period described in paragraph
(1).

(3) An assessment of the adequacy of contracts
described wn that subsection wn meeting the needs of
the Unated States to carry out oil spill cleanups
under the National Contingency Plan (as so defined)

after limited indemnity provisions for oil spill re-
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1 sponse organizations were removed from those con-
2 tracts in 2014.

3 (4) An assessment of the impact that the removal
4 of limited indemnity provisions described in para-
5 graph (3) has had on the ability of o0il spill response
6 organizations to enter into contracts described in that
7 subsection.

8 (5) An assessment of the ability of the Oil Spill
9 Laiability Trust Fund established by section 9509(a)
10 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, to cover limited
11 mdemmnaty provided to a contractor for liabilities and
12 expenses incidental to the containment or removal of
13 ol arising out of the performance of a contract that
14 18 substantially identical to the terms contained in
15 subsections (d)(2) through (h) of section H.4 of the
16 contract offered by the Coast Guard in the solicitation
17 numbered DTCG89-98-A—-68F953 and dated Novem-
18 ber 17, 1998.

19 SEC. 331. ADDITIONAL EXCEPTIONS TO REGULATIONS FOR
20 TOWING VESSELS.
21 (a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the

22 date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall review
23 existing Coast Guard policies with respect to exceptions to

24 the applicability of subchapter M of chapter I of title 46,
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1 Code of Federal Regulations (or successor requlations),
2 for—

3 (1) an oil spill response vessel, or a wvessel of op-
4 portunity, while such vessel i1s—

5 (A) towing boom for oil spill response; or

6 (B) participating in an oil response exer-
7 cise; and

8 (2) a fishing vessel while that vessel is operating
9 as a vessel of opportunity.
10 (b) PoLicy.—Not later than 180 days after the conclu-
11 sion of the review required by subsection (a), the Secretary

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

shall revise or issue any necessary policy to clarify the ap-
plicability of subchapter M of chapter I of title 46, Code
of Federal Regulations (or successor requlations) to the ves-
sels described in subsection (a). Such a policy shall ensure
safe and effective operation of such vessels.

(¢c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) FISHING VESSEL; OIL SPILL RESPONSE VES-
SEL.—The terms ‘fishing vessel” and “oil spill re-
sponse vessel” have the meanings given such terms in
section 2101 of title 46, United States Code.

(2) VESSEL OF OPPORTUNITY.—The term “vessel
of opportunity” means a vessel engaged in spill re-

sponse activities that is normally and substantially
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mvolved i activities other than spill response and
not a vessel carrying oil as a primary cargo.
Subtitle C—Environmental
Compliance
SEC. 341. REVIEW OF ANCHORAGE REGULATIONS.

(a) REGULATORY REVIEW.

Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
complete a review of existing anchorage requlations or other
rules, which review shall include—

(1) wdentifying any such regulations or rules that
may need modification or repeal in the interest of
marine safety, security, environmental, and economic
concerns, taking mto account undersea pipelines, ca-
bles, or other infrastructure; and

(2) completing a cost-benefit analysis for any
modification or repeal identified wunder paragraph
(1).

(b) BRIEFING.—Upon completion of the review under
subsection (a), but not later than 2 years after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall provide a briefing
to the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Commaittee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives that

summanrizes the review.
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SEC. 342. STUDY ON IMPACTS ON SHIPPING AND COMMER-

CIAL, TRIBAL, AND RECREATIONAL FISH-
ERIES FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OF RENEW-
ABLE ENERGY ON THE WEST COAST.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED WATERS.—The term “covered
waters” means Federal or State waters off of the Ca-
nadian border and out to the furthest extent of the ex-
clusive economic zone.

(2) EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE.—The term “ex-
clusive economic zone” has the meaning given that
term n section 107 of title 46, Unated States Code.
(b) STUuDY.—Not later than 180 days after the date

of enactment of this Act, the Secretary, the Secretary of the
Interior, and the Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans
and Atmosphere, shall enter into an agreement with the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences under which the National Acad-
emy of Sciences shall carry out a study to—

(1) identify, document, and analyze—

(A) historic and current, as of the date of
the study, Tribal, commercial, and recreational
fishing grounds, as well as areas where fish
stocks are likely to shift in the future, in all cov-
ered waters;

(B) usual and accustomed fishing areas in
all covered waters;
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(C) historic, current, and potential future
shipping lanes, based on projected growth in
shipping traffic in all covered waters; and
(D) key data needed to properly site renew-
able energy sites on the West Coast;

(2) analyze—

(A) methods used to manage fishing, ship-
ping, and other maritime activities; and

(B) how those activities could be impacted
by the placement of renewable energy infrastruc-
ture and the associated construction, mainte-
nance, and operation of such infrastructure; and

(3) provide recommendations on appropriate
areas for renewable energy sites and outline a com-
prehensive approach to include all impacted coastal
communities, particularly Tribal governments and
fisheries communaties, in the decision-making process.
(¢c) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 1 year after com-

mencing the study wunder subsection (b), the Secretary
shall—

(1) submit the study to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and
the Commattee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives, including all rec-

ommendations provided under subsection (b)(3); and
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(2) make the study publicly available.
Subtitle D—Environmental Issues
SEC. 351. MODIFICATIONS TO THE SPORT FISH RESTORA-
TION AND BOATING TRUST FUND ADMINIS-
TRATION.
(a) DINGELL-JOHNSON SPORT FISH RESTORATION
AcT AMENDMENTS.—
(1) AVAILABLE AMOUNTS.—Section 4(b)(1)(B)(1)
of the Dingell-Johnson Sport Fish Restoration Act (16
US.C. 777¢(b)(1)(B)(1)) is amended by striking sub-
clause (1) and inserting the following:
“(I) the product obtained by mul-
tiplying—
“laa) $12,786,434; and
“(bb) the change, relative to
the preceding fiscal year, in the
Consumer Price Index for All
Urban  Consumers published by
the Department of Labor; and”.
(2) AUTHORIZED EXPENSES.—RSection 9(a) of
the Dingell-Johnson Sport Fish Restoration Act (16
URS.C. 777h(a)) s amended—
(A) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘full-

time”’; and
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(B) in paragraph (9), by striking “on «a
Sull-time basis”.
(b) PITTMAN-ROBERTSON WILDLIFE RESTORATION
AcT AMENDMENTS.—
(1) AVAILABLE AMOUNTS.—Section 4(a)(1)(B)(1)
of the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act (16
US.C. 669c(a)(1)(B)(1)) is amended by striking sub-
clause (I) and inserting the following:
“(I) the product obtained by mul-
tiplying—
“laa) $12,786,434; and
“(bb) the change, relative to
the preceding fiscal year, in the
Consumer Price Index for All
Urban  Consumers published by
the Department of Labor; and”.
(2) AUTHORIZED EXPENSES.—RSection 9(a) of
the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act (16
U.S.C. 669h(a)) s amended—
(A) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘full-
time”; and
(B) in paragraph (9), by striking “on a

Sull-time basis”.
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1 SEC. 352. IMPROVEMENTS TO COAST GUARD COMMUNICA-

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

TION WITH NORTH PACIFIC MARITIME AND
FISHING INDUSTRY.
(a) RESCUE 21 SYSTEM IN ALASKA.—

(1) UPGRADES.—The Commandant shall ensure
the timely upgrade of the Rescue 21 system in Alaska
so as to achieve, not later than August 30, 2023, 98
percent operational availability of remote fixed facil-
ity sites.

(2) PLAN TO REDUCE OUTAGES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Commandant shall develop an operations and
maintenance plan for the Rescue 21 system in
Alaska that anticipates maintenance needs so as
to reduce Rescue 21 system outages to the maax-
mmum extent practicable.

(B) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The plan re-
quired by subparagraph (A) shall be made avail-
able to the public on a publicly accessible inter-
net website.

(3) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Jommandant shall submit to the Commaittee on Com-

merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and
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the Commattee on Transportation and Infrastructure

of the House of Representatives a report that—

(A) contains a plan for the Coast Guard to

notify marimers of radio outages for towers

owned and operated by the Seventeenth Coast

Guard District;

(B) addresses in such plan how the Seven-

teenth Coast Guard will—

(1) disseminate updates regarding out-
ages on social media not less frequently
than every 48 hours;

(11) provide updates on a publicly ac-
cessible website not less frequently than
every 48 hours;

(111)  develop methods for notifying
marmers v areas wn  which  cellular
connectivity does not exist; and

(1v) develop and advertise a web-based
communications update hub on AM/FM
radio for mariners; and

(C) adentifies technology gaps mecessary to

mmplement the plan and provides a budgetary

assessment necessary to implement the plan.

(4) CONTINGENCY PLAN.—
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(A) IN GENERAL—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Commandant, in collaboration with relevant
Federal and State entities (including the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council, the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Admainistration
Weather Service, the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric  Administration  Fisheries — Service,
agencies of the State of Alaska, local radio sta-
tions, and stakeholders), shall establish a contin-
gency plan to ensure that notifications of an out-
age of the Rescue 21 system in Alaska are broad-
ly disseminated i advance of such outage.

(B) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by sub-
paragraph (A) shall requirve the Coast Guard—

(i) to disseminate updates regarding
outages on social media not less frequently
than every 48 hours during an outage;

(i1) to provide updates on a publicly
accessible website not less frequently than
every 48 hours during an outage;

(111) to molify mariners in areas in

which cellular connectivity does not exist;
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(iv) to develop and advertise a web-
based communications update hub on AM/
FM radio for mariners; and

(v) to adentify technology gaps that
need to be addressed in order to 1mplement
the plan, and to provide a budgetary assess-
ment necessary to implement the plan.

(b) IMPROVEMENTS TO COMMUNICATION WITH THE

FISHING INDUSTRY AND RELATED STAKEHOLDERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL—The Commandant, in coordi-
nation with the National Commercial Fishing Safety
Advisory Commiattee established by section 15102 of
title 46, United States Code, shall develop a publicly
accessible internet website that contains all Coast
Guard-related information relating to the fishing in-
dustry, wncluding safety information, inspection and
enforcement requirements, hazards, training, regula-
tions (including proposed requlations), Rescue 21 sys-
tem outages and similar outages, and any informa-
tion regarding fishing-related activities under the ju-
risdiction of the Coast Guard.

(2) AUTOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS.—The Com-
mandant shall provide methods for reqular and auto-

matic email communications with stakeholders who
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elect, through the internet website developed under

paragraph (1), to receive such communications.

(¢) ADVANCE NOTIFICATION OF MILITARY OR OTHER
EXERCISES.—In consultation with the Secretary of Defense,
the Secretary of State, and commercial fishing industry
participants, the Commandant shall develop and publish
on a publicly available internet website a plan for notifying
United States mariners and the operators of United States
fishing vessels in advance of—

(1) malitary exercises in the exclusive economic
zone of the Unated States (as defined in section 3 of
the  Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1802)); or

(2) other malitary activities that will impact rec-
reational or commercial activities.

SEC. 353. FISHING SAFETY TRAINING GRANTS PROGRAM.

Section 4502(1)(4) of title 46, Unated States Code, is
amended by striking “2018 through 2021 and inserting
“2023 through 2025
SEC. 354. LOAD LINES.

(a) DEFINITION OF COVERED FISHING VESSEL.—In
this section, the term “covered fishing vessel” means a vessel
that operates exclusively in one, or both, of the Thirteenth

and Seventeenth Coast Guard Districts and that—
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(1) was constructed, wunder construction, or
under contract to be constructed as a fish tender vessel
before January 1, 1980;

(2) was converted for use as a fish tender vessel
before January 1, 2022, and—

(A) the vessel has a current stability letter
1ssued in accordance with regulations prescribed
under chapter 51 of title 46, United States Code;
and

(B) the hull and internal structure of the
vessel has been verified as suitable for intended
service as examined by a marine surveyor of an
organization accepted by the Secretary 2 times
m the 5 years preceding the date of the deter-
maination under this subsection, with no interval
of more than 3 years between such examinations;
or
(3) operates part-time as a fish tender vessel for

a period of less than 180 days.

(b) APPLICATION TO CERTAIN VESSELS.—During the
period beginning on the date of enactment of this Act and
ending on the date that is 3 years after the date on which
the report required under subsection (c) is submatted, the
load line requirements of chapter 51 of title 46, Unaited

States Code, shall not apply to covered fishing vessels.
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(¢c) GAO REPORT—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 12 wmonths
after the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the Unaited States shall submat to
the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives—

(A) a report on the safety and seaworthiness
of wvessels referenced in section 5102(b)(5) of title

46, United States Code; and

(B) recommendations for exempting certain
vessels from the load lLine requirements under
chapter 51 of title 46 of such Code.

(2) FELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An assessment of stability requirements
of wvessels referenced in section 5102(b)(5) of title

46, United States Code.

(B) An analysis of wvessel casualties, mais-
haps, or other safety information relevant to load
line requirements when a wvessel 18 operating

part-time as a fish tender vessel.
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(C) An assessment of any other safety infor-
mation as the Comptroller General determines
appropriate.
(D) A list of all vessels that, as of the date
of the report—
(1) are covered  under  section
5102(b)(5) of title 46, Unated States Code;
(11) are acting as part-time fish tender
vessels; and
(111) are subject to any captain of the
port zone subject to the oversight of the
Commandant.

(3) CONSULTATION.—In preparing the report re-
quired under paragraph (1), the Comptroller General
shall consider consultation with, at a minvmum, the
maritvme industry, imcluding—

(A) relevant Federal, State, and Tribal
manritime associations and groups; and

(B) relevant federally funded research insti-
tutions, nongovernmental organizations, and
academia.

(d) APPLICABILITY.—Nothing in this section shall

23 Limit any authority available, as of the date of enactment

24 of thas Act, to the captain of a port with respect to safety
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measures or any other authority as necessary for the safety
of covered fishing vessels.
SEC. 355. ACTIONS BY NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERV-
ICE TO INCREASE ENERGY PRODUCTION.

(a) IN GENERAL—The National Marine HFisheries
Service shall, immediately upon the enactment of this Act,
take action to address the outstanding backlog of letters of
authorization for the Gulf of Mexico.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It 1is the sense of Congress
that the National Marine Fisheries Service should—

(1) take immediate action to issue a rule that al-
lows the Service to approve outstanding and future
applications for letters of authorization consistent
with the Service’s permitting activities; and

(2) on or after the effective date of the rule,
prioritize the consideration of applications in a man-
ner that 1s consistent with applicable Federal law.

Subtitle E—Illegal Fishing and
Forced Labor Prevention
SEC. 361. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) FORCED LABOR.—The term ‘forced labor”
means any labor or service provided for or obtained
by any means described in section 1589(a) of title 18,
United States Code.
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(2) HUMAN TRAFFICKING.—The term “human
trafficking” has the meaning given the term “severe
Jorms of trafficking in persons” in section 103 of the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C.
7102).

(3) ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED, OR UNREGULATED
FISHING.—The term “illegal, unreported, or unregu-
lated fishing” has the meaning given such term in the
mmplementing regulations or any subsequent regula-
trons issued pursuant to section 609(e) of the High
Seas Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Protection Act (16
U.S.C. 182¢6j(e)).

(4) OPPRESSIVE CHILD LABOR.—The term “op-
pressive child labor” has the meaning given such term
wm section 3 of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938
(29 U.S.C. 203).

(5) SEAFOOD.—The term “seafood” means all
marime animal and plant life meant for consumption
as food other than marime mammals and birds, in-
cluding fish, shellfish, shellfish products, and proc-
essed fish.

(6) SEAFOOD IMPORT MONITORING PROGRAM.—
The term “Seafood Import Monitoring Program™

means the Seafood Traceability Program established
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e subpart Q) of part 300 of title 50, Code of Federal

Regulations (or any successor regulation).

(7) SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary” means
the Secretary of Commerce, acting through the Ad-
ministrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

CHAPTER 1—COMBATING HUMAN TRAF-
FICKING THROUGH SEAFOOD IMPORT
MONITORING

SEC. 362. ENHANCEMENT OF SEAFOOD IMPORT MONI-

TORING PROGRAM AUTOMATED COMMERCIAL
ENVIRONMENT MESSAGE SET.

The Secretary, in coordination with the Commissioner
of U.S. Customs and Border Protection, shall, not later
than 6 months after the date of enactment of this Act, de-
velop a strategy to improve the quality and verifiability
of already collected Seafood Import Monitoring Program
Message Set data elements in the Automated Commercial
Environment system. Such strategy shall prioritize the use
of enumerated data types, such as checkboxes, dropdown
menus, or radio buttons, and any additional elements the
Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration finds appropriate.
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SEC. 363. DATA SHARING AND AGGREGATION.

(a) INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP ON ILLEGAL, UN-
REPORTED, OR UNREGULATED FISHING.—~Section 3551(c)
of the Maritime SAFE Act (16 U.S.C. 8031(c)) is amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (4) through (13)
as paragraphs (5) through (14), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

“(4) maximizing the utility of the import data
collected by the members of the Working Group by
harmonizing data standards and entry fields;”.

(b) PROHIBITION ON AGGREGATED CATCH DATA FOR
CERTAIN SPECIES.—Beginning not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, for the purposes of compli-
ance with respect to Northern red snapper under the Sea-
Jood Import Monitoring Program, the Secretary may not
allow an aggregated harvest report of such species, regard-
less of vessel size.

SEC. 364. IMPORT AUDITS.

(a) AubpiT PROCEDURES.—The Secretary shall, not
later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act,
vmplement procedures to audit information and supporting
records of sufficient numbers of imports of seafood and sea-
Jood products subject to the Seafood Import Monitoring Pro-

gram to support statistically robust conclusions that the

*S 4802 RS



O© 00 3 O WD A W N =

|\ I NO TR NG T NS R NS R L e T e T e T e e e T
A W N = O VWV 00 N O N BN WD = O

D86

samples audited are representative of all seafood imports
covered by the Seafood Import Monitoring Program with
respect to a given year.

(b) EXPANSION OF MARINE FORENSICS LABORA-
TORY.—The Secretary shall, not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this Act, begin the process of expanding
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s
Marine Forensics Laboratory, including by establishing suf-
ficient capacity for the development and deployment of
rapid, and follow-up, analysis of field-based tests focused
on identifying Seafood Import Monitoring Program species,
and prioritizing such species at high risk of llegal, unre-
ported, or unregulated fishing and seafood fraud.

(¢) ANNUAL REVISION.

In developing the procedures
required in subsection (a), the Secretary shall use predictive
analytics to inform whether to revise such procedures to
prioritize for awdit those wmports originating from na-
tions—
(1) identified pursuant to section 609(a) or
610(a) of the High Seas Driftnet Fishing Moratorium
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1826j(a) or 1826k(a)) that
have not yet recewved a subsequent positive certifi-
cation pursuant to section 609(d) or 610(c) of such

Act, respectively;
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(2) identified by an appropriate regional fishery
management organization as being the flag state or
landing location of vessels identified by other nations
or regional fisheries management organizations as en-
gaging n illegal, unreported, or unregulated fishing;

(3) adentified as having human trafficking or
Jorced labor wn any part of the seafood supply chain,
meluding on vessels flagged in such nation, and in-
cluding feed for cultured production, in the most re-
cent Trafficking in Persons Report issued by the De-
partment of State in accordance with the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 US.C. 7101 et
seq.);

(4) identified as producing goods that contain
seafood using forced labor or oppressive child labor in
the most recent List of Goods Produced by Child
Labor or Forced Labor i accordance with the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C.
7101 et seq.); and

(5) dentified as at risk for huwman trafficking,
mcluding forced labor, in thewr seafood catching and
processing industries by the report required under sec-
tion 3563 of the Maritime SAFE Act (Public Law

116-92).
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1 SEC. 365. AVAILABILITY OF FISHERIES INFORMATION.

2 Section 402(D)(1) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
3 Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1881a(b)(1))
4 1s amended—

5 (1) in subparagraph (G), by striking “or” after
6 the semicolon;

7 (2) wn subparagraph (H), by striking the period
8 and inserting *; or”; and

9 (3) by adding at the end the following:

10 “(1) to Federal agencies, to the extent nec-
11 essary and appropriate, to administer Federal
12 programs established to combat illegal, unre-
13 ported, or unrequlated fishing (as defined in sec-
14 tion 361 of the Coast Guard Authorization Act
15 of 2022) or forced labor (as defined in section
16 361 of the Coast Guard Authorization Act of
17 2022), which shall not include an authorization
18 Jor such agencies to release data to the public un-
19 less such release is related to enforcement.”.

20 SEC. 366. REPORT ON SEAFOOD IMPORT MONITORING PRO-
21 GRAM.

22 (a) REPORT TO CONGRESS AND PUBLIC AVAILABILITY
23 oF REPORTS.—The Secretary shall, not later than 120 days
24 after the end of each fiscal year, submit to the Commattee
25 on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate

26 and the Commaittee on Natural Resources of the House of
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Representatives a report that summanrizes the National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service’s efforts to prevent the importation
of seafood harvested through illegal, unreported, or unregu-
lated fishing, particularly with respect to seafood harvested,
produced, processed, or manufactured by forced labor. Each
such report shall be made publicly available on the website
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

(b) CONTENTS.—Kach report submitted under sub-
section (a) shall include—

(1) the volume and value of seafood species sub-
ject to the Seafood Import Monitoring Program, re-
ported by 10-digit Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
Unated States codes, imported during the previous fis-
cal year;

(2) the enforcement activities and priorities of
the National Marine Fisheries Service with respect to
implementing the requirements under the Seafood Im-
port Monitoring Program;

(3) the percentage of vmport shipments subject to
the Seafood Import Monitoring Program selected for
mspection or the information or records supporting
entry selected for audit, as described in section

300.324(d) of title 50, Code of Federal Regulations;
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1 (4) the number and types of instances of non-
2 compliance with the requirements of the Seafood Im-
3 port Monitoring Program;
4 (5) the number and types of instances of viola-
5 tions of State or Federal law discovered through the
6 Seafood Import Monitoring Program;
7 (6) the seafood species with respect to which vio-
8 lations described in paragraphs (4) and (5) were most
9 prevalent;
10 (7) the location of catch or harvest with respect
11 to which violations described in paragraphs (4) and
12 (5) were most prevalent;
13 (8) the additional tools, such as high perform-
14 ance computing and associated costs, that the Sec-
15 retary meeds to improve the efficacy of the Seafood
16 Import Monitoring Program; and
17 (9) such other information as the Secretary con-
18 siders appropriate with respect to monitoring and en-
19 Jorcing compliance with the Seafood Import Moni-
20 toring Program.
21 SEC. 367. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

22 There 1s authorized to be appropriated to the Commas-
23 siwoner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection to carry out

24 enforcement actions pursuant to section 307 of the Tariff
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Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1307) $20,000,000 for each of fiscal

years 2023 through 2027.

CHAPTER 2—STRENGTHENING INTER-
NATIONAL FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
TO COMBAT HUMAN TRAFFICKING

SEC. 370. DENIAL OF PORT PRIVILEGES.

Section 101(a)(2) of the High Seas Driftnet Fisheries
Enforcement Act (16 U.S.C. 1826a(a)(2)) 1s amended to
read as follows:

“(2) DENIAL OF PORT PRIVILEGES.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall—

“(A) withhold or revoke the clearance re-
quired by section 60105 of title 46, United States
Code, for any large-scale driftnet fishing vessel of
a nation that receives a mnegative certification
under section 609(d) or 610(c) of the High Seas
Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Protection Act (16
U.S.C. 1826j(d) or 1826k(c)), or fishing vessels of
a nation that has been listed pursuant to section
609(b) or section 610(a) of such Act (16 U.S.C.
1826j(b) or 1826k(a)) wn 2 or more consecutive
reports for the same type of fisheries activity, as
described under section 607 of such Act (16
U.S.C. 1826h), until a positive certification has

been recerved;
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“(B) withhold or revoke the clearance re-
quired by section 60105 of title 46, United States

Code, for fishing vessels of a nation that has been

listed pursuant to section 609(a) or 610(a) of the

High Seas Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Protec-

tion Act (16 U.S.C. 1826j(a) or 1826k(a)) in 2

or more consecutive reports as described under

section 607 of such Act (16 U.S.C. 1826h); and
“(C) deny entry of that vessel to any place
wm the Unated States and to the navigable waters
of the Unated States, except for the purposes of
mspecting such vessel, conducting an investiga-
tion, or taking other appropriate enforcement ac-
tion.”.
SEC. 371. IDENTIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION CRITERIA.
(a) DENIAL OF PORT PRIVILEGES.—Section 609(a) of
the High Seas Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Protection Act
(16 U.S.C. 1826j(a)) 1s amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting the
Jollowing:

“(2) FOR ACTIONS OF A NATION.—The Secretary
shall vdentify, and list in such report, a nation engag-
mg in or endorsing illegal, unreported, or unrequlated
fishing. In determining which nations to list in such

report, the Secretary shall consider the following:
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“(A) Any nation that is violating, or has

violated at any point during the 3 years pre-
ceding the date of the determination, conserva-
tion and management measures, including catch
and other data reporting obligations and re-
quirements, required under an international
Jishery management agreement to which the
United States is a party.

“(B) Any nation that s failing, or has
Jailed wn the 3-year period preceding the date of
the determination, to effectively address or regu-
late llegal, unreported, or unregulated fishing
within its fleets in any areas where ils vessels
are fishing.

“(C) Any nation that fails to discharge du-
ties ancumbent upon it to which legally obligated
as a flag, port, or coastal state to take action to
prevent, deter, and eliminate illegal, unreported,
or unrequlated fishing.

“(D) Any nation that has been identified as
producing for export to the United States sea-
Jood-related goods through forced labor or oppres-
swe child labor (as those terms are defined in
section 361 of the Coast Guard Authorization

Act of 2022) in the most recent Last of Goods
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Produced by Chald Labor or Forced Labor in ac-

cordance with the Trafficking Victims Protection

Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.).”; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(4) TmmING.—The Secretary shall make an
identification under paragraph (1) or (2) at any time
that the Secretary has sufficient information to make
such identification.”.

(b) ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED, OR UNREGULATED CER-
TIFICATION DETERMINATION.—Section 609 of the High
Seas Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Protection Act (16
US.C. 18206)) is amended in subsection (d), by striking
paragraph (3) and inserting the following:

“(3) EFFECT OF CERTIFICATION DETERMINA-
TION.—

“(A) KEFFECT OF NEGATIVE CERTIFI-

ATION.—The provisions of subsection (a), and

paragraphs (3) and (4) of subsection (b), of sec-

tion 101 of the High Seas Driftnet Fisheries En-

forcement Act (16 U.S.C. 1826a(a) and (b)(3)

and (4)) shall apply to any nation that, after

being identified and notified under subsection

(b), has failed to take the appropriate corrective

actions for which the Secretary has issued a neg-

atwe certification under this subsection.

*S 4802 RS



O o0 N N W B W

O TN NG I N T NG N NG I NS B S N e T e e T e T e e T
[ B N U N N = = N Re - BN B o) W ) B ~S O T NO I e

295

“(B) EFFECT OF POSITIVE CERTIFI-
ATION.—The provisions of subsection (a), and
paragraphs (3) and (4) of subsection (b), of sec-
tion 101 of the High Seas Driftnet Fisheries En-
forcement Act (16 U.S.C. 1826a(a) and (b)(3)
and (4)) shall not apply to any nation identified
under subsection (a) for which the Secretary has
wssued a positive certification under this sub-
section.”.

SEC. 372. EQUIVALENT CONSERVATION MEASURES.

(a) IDENTIFICATION.—Section 610(a) of the High Seas

Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Protection Act (16 U.S.C.
1826k(a)) 1s amended to read as follows:

“(a) IDENTIFICATION.

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall identify
and list in the report under section 607—

“(A) a nation if—

“(1) any fishing vessel of that nation is

engaged, or has been engaged during the 3

years preceding the date of the determina-

tion, i fishing activities or practices on the

high seas or within the exclusive economic

zone of any nation, that have resulted n

bycatch of a protected living marine re-

source; and
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“(11) the wessel’s flag state has mnot
adopted, implemented, and enforced a regu-
latory program governing such fishing de-
signed to end or reduce such bycatch that is
comparable in effectiveness to the requlatory
program of the United States, taking into
account differing conditions; and
“(B) a nation if—

“(1) any fishing vessel of that nation is
engaged, or has engaged during the 3 years
preceding the date of the determination, in
fishing activities on the high seas or within
the exclusive economic zone of another na-
tion that target or incidentally catch sharks;
and

“(11) the wessel’s flag state has mnot
adopted, implemented, and enforced a regu-
latory program to provide for the conserva-
twon of sharks, including measures to pro-
hibit removal of any of the fins of a shark,
mcluding the tail, before landing the shark
wm port, that s comparable to that of the
United States.

“(2) TimING.—The Secretary shall make an

wdentification under paragraph (1) at any time that
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the Secretary has sufficient information to make such

wdentification.”.

(b) CONSULTATION AND  NEGOTIATION.—Section
610(b) of the High Seas Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Pro-
tection Act (16 U.S.C. 1826k(b)) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

“(b) CONSULTATION AND NEGOTIATION.—The Sec-
retary of State, acting in conjunction with the Secretary,
shall—

“(1) notify, as soon as practicable, the President
and nations that are engaged wn, or that have any
fishing vessels engaged in, fishing activities or prac-
tices described in subsection (a), about the provisions
of this Act;

“(2) witiate discussions as soon as practicable
with all foreign nations that are engaged in, or a
fishing vessel of which has engaged in, fishing activi-
ties described in subsection (a), for the purpose of en-
tering wnto bilateral and mullilateral treaties with
such nations to protect such species and to address
any underlying failings or gaps that may have con-
tributed to identification under this Act; and

“(3) amitiate the amendment of any existing
mternational treaty for the protection and conserva-

tion of such species to which the Unated States is a
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party wn order to make such treaty consistent with the
purposes and policies of this section.”.

(¢) CONSERVATION CERTIFICATION PROCEDURE.—

Section 610(c) of the High Seas Driftnet Fishing Morato-
riwm Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1826k(c)) is amended—

(1) i paragraph (2), by inserting “the public
and” after “comment by”’; and

(2) in paragraph (5), by striking “(except to the
extent that such provisions apply to sport fishing
equipment or fish or fish products not caught by the
vessels engaged in illegal, unreported, or unrequlated
fishing)”.

(d) DEFINITION OF PROTECTED LIVING MARINE RE-

SOURCE.—Section 610(e) of the High Seas Driftnet Fishing
Moratorium Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1826k(e)) is amend-

ed by striking paragraph (1) and inserting the following:

“(1) except as provided in paragraph (2), means
nontarget fish, sea turtles, or marine mammals that
are protected under United States law or inter-
national agreement, including—

“(A) the Marine Mammal Protection Act of

1972 (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.);

“(B) the Endangered Species Act of 1973

(16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.);
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1 “(C) the Shark Finning Prohibition Act (16
2 U.S.C. 1822 note); and

3 “(D) the Convention on International Trade
4 m  Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
5 Flora, done at Washington March 3, 1973 (27
6 UST 1087 TIAS 8249); but”.

7 SEC. 373. CAPACITY BUILDING IN FOREIGN FISHERIES.

8 (a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Commerce, in con-
9 sultation with the heads of other Federal agencies, as appro-
10 priate, shall develop and carry out with partner govern-
11 ments and civil society—
12 (1) multi-year coastal and marine resource re-
13 lated nternational  cooperation —agreements and
14 projects; and
15 (2) multi-year capacity-building projects for im-
16 plementing measures to address illegal, unreported, or
17 unrequlated fishing, fraud, forced labor, bycatch, and
18 other conservation measures.

19 (b) CArPACITY BUILDING.—Section 354.3(d) of the Mar-

20 atime SAFE Act (16 U.S.C. 8013(d)) s amended—

21 (1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
22 striking “as appropriate,”’; and

23 (2) in paragraph (3), by striking “as appro-
24 priate” and inserting “for all priority regions identi-
25 fied by the Working Group™.
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1 (¢c) REPORTS.—Section 3553 of the Maritime SAFE

Aect (16 U.S.C. 8033) is amended—
(1) wn paragraph (7), by striking “and’ after the
semacolon;
(2) in paragraph (8), by striking the period at
the end and inserting “; and’; and
(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(9) the status of work with global enforcement

O o0 9 AN U B~ W

partners.”.

10 SEC. 374. TRAINING OF UNITED STATES OBSERVERS.

11 Section 403(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Con-
12 servation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1881b(D)) s

13 amended—

14 (1) in paragraph (3), by striking “and” after the
15 semicolon;

16 (2) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
17 graph (5); and

18 (3) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
19 lowing:

20 “(4) ensure that each observer has received train-
21 g to identify indicators of forced labor (as defined
22 e section 361 of the Coast Guard Authorization Act
23 of 2022) and human trafficking (as defined in section
24 361 of the Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2022)
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and refer this information to appropriate authorities;

and”.

SEC. 375. REGULATIONS.

Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall promulgate such regulations
as may be necessary to carry out this title.

SEC. 376. USE OF DEVICES BROADCASTING ON AIS FOR
PURPOSES OF MARKING FISHING GEAR.

The Secretary of the department in which the Coast
Guard s operating shall, within the Eleventh Coast Guard
District. Thirteenth Coast Guard District, Fourteenth Coast
Guard District, and Seventeenth Coast Guard District, sus-
pend enforcement of individuals using automatic identifica-
tion systems devices to mark fishing equipment during the
period beginning on the date of enactment of this Act and
ending on the earlier of—

(1) the date that is 2 years after such date of en-
actment; and

(2) the date the Federal Communications Com-
masston promulgates a final rule to authorize a device
used to mark fishing equipment to operate in radio
frequencies assigned for Automatic Identification Sys-

tem stations.
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TITLE IV—SUPPORT FOR COAST

GUARD WORKFORCE
Subtitle A—Support for Coast
Guard Members and Families

SEC. 401. COAST GUARD CHILD CARE IMPROVEMENTS.

(a) FamiLy DiscounNt roOr CHILD DEVELOPMENT

SERVICES.—Section 2922(b)(2) of title 14, United States

Jode, 1s amended by adding at the end the following:

“(D) In the case of an active duty member with
two or more children attending a Coast Guard child

development center, the Commandant may modify the

fees to be charged for attendance for the second and

any subsequent child of such member by an amount
that 1s 15 percent less than the amount of the fee oth-
erwise chargeable for the attendance of the first such
chald enrolled at the center, or another fee as the Com-
mandant determines appropriate, consistent with
multiple children.”.

(b) CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER STANDARDS AND

20 INSPECTIONS.—Section 2923(a) of title 14, United States

21 Code, is amended to read as follows:

22

“la) STANDARDS.—The Commandant shall require

23 each Coast Guard child development center to meet stand-

24 ards of operation—
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“(1) that the Commandant considers appropriate
to ensure the health, safety, and welfare of the chil-
dren and employees at the center; and

“(2) mecessary for accreditation by an appro-
priate national early childhood programs accrediting
entity.”.

(¢) CHILD CARE SUBSIDY PROGRAM.—

(1) AUTHORIZATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter

29 of title 14, Unated States Code, s amended by

adding at the end the following:

“§2927. Child care subsidy program

“la) AurHoriry.—The Commandant may operate a
child care subsidy program to provide financial assistance
to eligible providers that provide child care services or youth
program services to members of the Coast Guard, members
of the Coast Guard with dependents who are participating
m the child care subsidy program, and any other indi-
vidual the Commandant considers appropriate, if—

“(1) providing such financial assistance—

“(A) 1s in the best interests of the Coast

Guard; and

“(B) enables supplementation or expansion

of the provision of Coast Guard child care serv-
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1ces, while not supplanting or replacing Coast

Guard child care services; and

“2) the Commandant ensures, to the extent
practicable, that the eligible provider is able to com-
ply, and does comply, with the regulations, policies,
and standards applicable to Coast Guard child care
services.

“(b) ELIGIBLE PrROVIDERS.—A provider of child care

services or youth program services s eligible for financial

assistance under this section if the provider—

“(1) 1s licensed to provide such services under
applicable State and local law;
“(2) 1s registered in an aw pair program of the
Department of State;
“(3) 1s a family home daycare; or
“(4) 1s a provider of famaly child care services
that—
“(A) otherwise provides federally funded or
Jederally sponsored child development services;
“(B) provides such services in a child devel-
opment center owned and operated by a private,
not-for-profit organization;
“(C) provides a before-school or after-school

child care program in a public school facility;
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“(D) conducts an otherwise federally funded
or federally sponsored school-age child care or
youth services program;

“(E) conducts a school-age child care or
youth services program operated by a not-for-
profit organization;

“(F) provides in-home child care, such as a
nanny or an aw pair; or

“(G) 1s a provider of another category of
child care services or youth program services the
Commandant considers appropriate for meeting
the needs of members or civilian employees of the
Coast Guard.

“(c) FUNDING.—To provide financial assistance under
this subsection, the Commandant may use any funds appro-
priated for the Coast Guard for operation and maintenance.

“(d) DIRECT PAYMENT.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out a child care
subsidy program under subsection (a), subject to
paragraph (3), the Commandant shall provide finan-
cial assistance under the program to an eligible mem-
ber or individual the Commandant considers appro-
priate by direct payment to such eligible member or
mdwidual through monthly pay, direct deposit, or

other direct form of payment.
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“(2) PoLicy.—Not later than 180 days after the

date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant
shall establish a policy to provide direct payment as
described in paragraph (1).

“(3) ELIGIBLE PROVIDER FUNDING CONTINU-
ATION.—With the approval of an eligible member or
an indwidual the Commandant considers appro-
priate, which shall include the written consent of such
member or individual, the Commandant may con-
tinue to provide financial assistance under the child
care subsidy program divectly to an eligible provider
on behalf of such member or individual.

“(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing wn this
subsection may be construed to affect any preexisting
revmbursement arrangement between the Coast Guard
and a qualified provider.”.

(B) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis

Jor chapter 29 of title 14, Unated States Code, is

amended by inserting after the item relating to

section 2926 the following:

“9927. Child care subsidy program.”.
(2) EXPANSION OF CHILD CARE SUBSIDY PRO-
GRAM.—
(A) IN  GENERAL—The  Commandant

shall—
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(i) evaluate potential eligible uses for
the child care subsidy program established
under section 2927 of title 14, United States
Code (referred to in this paragraph as the
“program”); and

(11) expand the eligible uses of funds
Jor the program to accommodate the child
care needs of members of the Coast Guard
(including such members with nonstandard
work hours or surge or other deployment cy-
cles), mcluding by providing funds directly
to such members instead of care providers.

(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—In evaluating po-

tential eligible uses under subparagraph (A), the

Commandant shall consider aw pairs, nanny

services, nanny shares, in-home child care serv-

1ces, care services such as supplemental care for

children with disabilities, and any other child

care delivery method the Commandant considers

appropriate.

(C) REQUIREMENTS.—In establishing ex-

panded eligible uses of funds for the program, the

Commandant shall ensure that such uses—
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(11) provide flexibility for eligible mem-
bers and individuals the Commandant con-
siders appropriate, including such members
and indiduals with  nonstandard work
hours; and

(111) ensure a safe environment for de-
pendents of such members and individuals.

(D) PuUBLICATION—Not later than 18

months after the date of the enactment of this

Act, the Commandant shall publish an updated

Commandant Instruction Manual (referred to in

this paragraph as the “manual”) that describes

the expanded eligible uses of the program.

*S 4802 RS

(E) REPORT.—

(i) IN GENERAL—Not later than 18
months after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Commandant shall submit to
the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture of the House of Representatives a re-
port outlining the expansion of the pro-
gram.

(11) ELEMENTS.—The report required

by clause (1) shall include the following:
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(I) An analysis of the consider-
ations described in subparagraph (B).

(II) A description of the analysis
used to identify eligible uses that were
evaluated and incorporated into the
manual under subparagraph (D).

(I11) A full analysis and justifica-
tion with respect to the forms of care
that were ultimately not included in
the manual.

(IV) Any recommendation with
respect to funding or additional au-
thorities necessary, including proposals
Jor legislatiwe change, to meet the cur-
rent and anticipated future child care
subsidy demands of the Coast Guard.

SEC. 402. ARMED FORCES ACCESS TO COAST GUARD CHILD
CARE FACILITIES.
Section 2922(a) of title 14, United States Code, 1is
amended to read as follows:
“la)(1) The Commandant may make child develop-
ment services available, in such priority as the Com-
mandant considers to be appropriate and consistent with

readiness and resources and in the best interests of depend-
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1 ents of members and civilian employees of the Coast Guard,
2 for—
3 “tA) members and civilian employees of the
4 Coast Guard,;
5 “(B) surviving dependents of members of the
6 Coast Guard who have died on active duty, if such
7 dependents were beneficiaries of a Coast Guard child
8 development service at the time of the death of such
9 members;
10 “(C) members of the armed forces (as defined in
11 section 101 of title 10, United States Code); and
12 “(D) Federal civilian employees.
13 “(2) Chald development service benefits provided under
14 the authority of this section shall be in addition to benefits
15 provided under other laws.”.
16 SEC. 403. CADET PREGNANCY POLICY IMPROVEMENTS.
17 (a) REGULATIONS REQUIRED.—Not later than 18
18 months after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
19 retary of the department in which the Coast Guard is oper-
20 ating, in consultation with the Secretary of Defense, shall
21 prescribe requlations that—
22 (1) preserve parental guardianship rights of ca-
23 dets who become pregnant or father a child while at-
24 tending the Coast Guard Academy; and
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(2) maintarn military and academic require-
ments for graduation and commissioning.

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the department
wm which the Coast Guard s operating shall provide to the
Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of

the Senate and the Committee on Transportation and In-

Sfrastructure of the House of Representatives a briefing on

the development of the regulations required by subsection

(a).

SEC. 404. PILOT PROGRAM FOR FERTILITY TREATMENTS.
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Members of the Coast Guard face unique
challenges in addressing infertility issues.

(2) Frequent deployments, dislocation, transfers,
and operational tempo vmpart unique stresses to
members of the Coast Guard and their famailies. The
same stressors often disrupt or make fertility treat-
ments impractical or cost prohibitive.

(3) Only 6 military treatment facilities in the
Unated States offer fertility treatments to members of
the Armed Forces.

(b) AUTHORIZATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Com-
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mandant shall establish a pilot program for all quali-
fied members of the Coast Guard for the purpose of
expanding access to fertility treatment centers.

(2) INCLUSIONS.—The pilot program required by
paragraph (1) may expand access to and availability
of fertility-related medical care and treatments, as de-
termined by the Commandant.

(3) CONSIDERATION OF METIHODS TO EXPAND
ACCESS.—As part of the pilot program under this sec-
tion, the Commandant shall consider methods to ex-
pand access to fertility treatments for members of the
Coast Guard, including by—

(A) examining support to improve access to
fertility services traditionally considered non-
essential and not covered by the TRICARE pro-
gram (as defined in section 1072(7) of title 10,
United States Code), such as medications, repro-
ductive counseling, and other treatments;

(B) exploring ways to increase access to
malitary treatment facilities that offer assistive
reproductive  technology  services,  consistent
with—

(1) the Department of Defense Joint

Travel Regulations issued on June 1, 2022;

and
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1 (11) the Coast Guard Supplement to the
2 Joint Travel Regulations issued on June 28,
3 2019;

4 (C) developing a process to allow assign-
5 ment or reassignment of members of the Coast
6 Guard requesting fertility treatments to a loca-
7 tion conducive to receiving treatments; and

8 (D) in a case in which use of military
9 treatment facilities 1s not available or prac-
10 ticable, entering into partnerships with private-
11 sector fertility treatment providers; and

12 (E) providing flexible working hours, duty
13 schedules, and administrative leave to allow for
14 necessary treatments, appointments, and other
15 services associated with receipt of fertility treat-
16 ments and associated care.

17 (¢) DURATION.—The duration of the pilot program
18 wunder subsection (b) shall be not less than 5 years beginning

[a—
O

on the date on which the pilot program is established.
20 (d) DISCHARGE ON DISTRICT BASIS.—The Com-

21 mandant—

22 (1) may carry out the pilot program on a dis-
23 trict basis; and
24 (2) shall include remote and wrban units in the
25 pilot program.
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SEC. 405. COMBAT-RELATED SPECIAL COMPENSATION.

(a) REPORT AND BRIEFING.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, and every 180
days thereafter until the date that is 5 years after the date
on which the wnitial report is submitted under this sub-
section, the Commandant shall submit a report and provide
an in-person briefing to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House
of Representatives on the implementation of section 221 of
the Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2015 (Public Law
114-120; 10 U.S.C. 1413a note).

(b) ELEMENTS.—Each report and briefing requived by
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) A description of methods to educate members
and retirees on the combat-related special compensa-
tion program.

(2) Statistics regarding enrollment in such pro-
gram for members of the Coast Guard and Coast
Guard retirees.

(3) A summary of each of the following:

(A) Activities carried out relating to the
education of members of the Coast Guard par-
ticipating in the Transition Assistance Program
with respect to the combat-related special com-
pensation program.
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(B) Actuities carried out relating to the
education of members of the Coast Guard who
are engaged in maissions in which they are sus-
ceptible to imjuries that may result wn qualifica-
tion for combat-related special compensation, in-
cluding flight school, the National Motor Lifeboat
School, deployable specialized forces, and other
training programs as the Commandant considers
appropriate.

(C) Activities carried out relating to train-
mg  physicians and physician assistants em-
ployed by the Coast Guard, or otherwise sta-
tioned in Coast Guard clinics, sickbays, or other
locations at which medical care 1s provided to
members of the Coast Guard, for the purpose of
ensuring, during medical examinations, appro-
priate counseling and documentation of symp-
toms, injuries, and the associated incident that
resulted in such injuries.

(D) Actiwvities relating to the notification of
heath service officers with respect to the combat-
related special compensation program.

(4) The written guidance provided to members of

the Coast Guard regarding necessary recordkeeping to

ensure eligibility for benefits under such program.
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(5) Any other matter relating to combat-related
special compensation the Commandant considers ap-
propriate.

(¢c) DISABILITY DUE 1O CHEMICAL OR HAZARDOUS
MATERIAL EXPOSURE.—RSection 221(a)(2) of the Coast
Guard Reauthorization Act of 2015 (Public Law 114—120;
10 U.S.C. 1413a note) is amended, in the matter preceding
subparagraph (A)—

(1) by striking “and hazardous” and inserting

“hazardous”; and

(2) by imserting “, or a duty in which chemical
or other hazardous wmaterial exposure has occurred

(such as during marine inspections or pollution re-

sponse activities)” after “surfman)”.

SEC. 406. RESTORATION OF AMOUNTS IMPROPERLY WITH-
HELD FOR TAX PURPOSES FROM SEVERANCE
PAYMENTS TO VETERANS OF THE COAST
GUARD WITH COMBAT-RELATED INJURIES.

(a) APPLICATION TO MEMBERS OF THE COAST GUARD
WneEN THE COAST GUARD IS NOT OPERATING AS A SERV-

ICE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.—The Combat-In-

Jured Veterans Tax Fairness Act of 2016 (Public Law 114—

292; 10 U.N.C. 1212 note) is amended—
(1) wn section 53—

(A) in subsection (a)—
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(i) in the matter preceding paragraph
(1), by inserting “(and the Secretary of
Homeland Security, with respect to the
Coast Guard when it is not operating as a
service in the Department of the Navy, and
the Secretary of Transportation, with re-
spect to the Coast Guard during the period
m which it was operating as a service in
the Department of Transportation), in co-
ordination with the Secretary of the Treas-
ury,” after “the Secretary of Defense”;

(11) wn paragraph (1)(A)—

(I) in clause (1), by striking “the
Secretary” and inserting “the Sec-
retary of Defense (or the Secretary of
Homeland Security or the Secretary of
Transportation, with respect to the
Coast Guard, as applicable)”;

(Il) wn clause (1), by striking
“the Secretary” and inserting “the
Secretary of Defense (or the Secretary
of Homeland Security or the Secretary
of Transportation, with respect to the

Coast Guard, as applicable)”; and
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(II1) in clause (w), by striking

“the Secretary” and inserting “the

Secretary of Defense (or the Secretary

of Homeland Security or the Secretary

of Transportation, with respect to the

Coast Guard, as applicable)”; and

(11r) in paragraph (2), by amending
subparagraph (B) to read as follows:

“(B) instructions for—

“(1) filing amended tax returns to re-
cover the amounts improperly withheld for
tax purposes; and

“(in)  requesting  standard  refund
amounts described in subsection (b).”;

(B) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-

section (¢); and

(C) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-

lowing:

“(b) STANDARD REFUND AMOUNTS DESCRIBED.—The

20 standard refund amounts described in this subsection are—

21
22
23
24
25

“(1) $1,750 for tax years 1991 through 2005;

“(2) $2,400 for tax wyears 2006 through 2010;

and

“(3) $3,200 for tax years 2011 through 2016.”;

(2) in section 4—
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(A) in the section heading, by inserting
“AND THE SECRETARY OF THE DEPART-
MENT IN WHICH THE COAST GUARD 1S OP-
ERATING” after “SECRETARY OF DEFENSE’;

(B) by inserting “(and the Secretary of the
Department in which the Coast Guard s oper-
ating when it is not operating as a service in the
Department of the Navy), in coordination with
the Secretary of the Treasury,” after “The Sec-
retary of Defense”; and

(C) by striking “made by the Secretary”
and nserting “made by the Secretary of Defense
(and the Secretary of the Department in which
the Coast Guard s operating with respect to the
Coast Guard)”; and
(3) in section H—

(A) in subsection (a)—

(1) by inserting “(and the Secretary of
the Department wn which the Coast Guard
1s  operating, with respect to the Coast
Guard when it 1s not operating as a service
m the Department of the Navy, and the
Secretary of Transportation, with respect to
the Coast Guard during the period in which

it was operating as a service in the Depart-
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ment of Transportation)” after “the Sec-
retary of Defense”; and

(11) by striking “the Secretary to” and
mserting “the Secretary of Defense (or the
Secretary of Homeland Security or the Sec-
retary of Transportation, with respect to the
Coast Guard, as applicable) to”; and
(B) wn subsection (b)—

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking “the
Secretary” and inserting “the Secretary of
Defense (or the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity or the Secretary of Transportation,
with respect to the Coast Guard, as applica-
ble)”; and

(11) in paragraph (3), by striking “the
Secretary” and inserting “the Secretary of
Defense (or the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity, with respect to the Coast Guard
when it 1s not operating as a service in the

Department of the Navy)”.

(b) DEADLINES.—

(1) IDENTIFICATION OF AMOUNTS IMPROPERLY

WITHHELD AND  REPORTING.—The  Secretary of

Homeland Security and the Secretary of Transpor-
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1 tation, in coordination with the Secretary of the
2 Treasury, shall carry out the requirements under—

3 (A) section 3(a) of the Combat-Injured Vet-
4 erans Tax Fairness Act of 2016 (Public Law
5 114-292; 10 U.S.C. 1212 note), as amended by
6 subsection (a)(1)(A), not later than 1 year after
7 the date of the enactment of this Act; and

8 (B) section 5 of that Act, as amended by
9 subsection (a)(3), not later than 1 year after the
10 date of the enactment of this Act.

11 (2) ENSURING AMOUNTS ARE NOT IMPROPERLY
12 WITHHELD.—The Secretary of Homeland Security
13 shall carry out the requirements under section 4 of the
14 Combat-Injured Veterans Tax Fairness Act of 2016
15 (Public Law 114-292; 10 U.S.C. 1212 note), as
16 amended by subsection (a)(2), beginning on the date
17 of the enactment of this Act.

18 SEC. 407. MODIFICATION OF BASIC NEEDS ALLOWANCE FOR
19 MEMBERS OF THE COAST GUARD.
20 (a) IN GENERAL—RSection 4020 of title 37, United

21 States Code, 1s amended—

22 (1) by redesignating subsections (h) through (k)
23 as subsections (1) through (1), respectively; and

24 (2) by amserting after subsection (g) the fol-
25 lowing:
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“th) SpeciAL RULE FOR MEMBERS OF (COAST

“(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a member of
the Coast Guard, the Secretary concerned shall—

“(A) determine under subsection (f) whether
the member s eligible under subsection (b) for
the allowance under subsection (a); and

“(B) if the Secretary concerned determines
a member 1s eligible for the allowance, pay the
allowance to the member unless the member elects
not to recewe the allowance.

“(2) ATTESTATION OF INCOME.—A member of
the Coast Guard is not required to submait an appli-
cation under subsection (e) to receive the allowance
under subsection (a), but not less frequently than bi-
enntally, the member shall submit to the Secretary
concerned an attestation that the gross household in-
come of the member does not exceed the amount de-
scribed in subsection (b)(2).

“(3) ELECTRONIC PROCESS.—The Secretary con-
cerned shall establish an electronic process pursuant
to which a member of the Coast Guard may—

“(A) elect under paragraph (1)(B) not to

recewe the allowance; or
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“(B) submit an attestation under para-

graph (2).”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Such section 1s fur-

ther amended—

(1) wn subsection (e)—

(A) wn paragraphs (1) and (2), by striking

“A member” both places it appears and inserting

“Except as provided by subsection (h), a mem-

ber”; and

(2) in subsection (g)(2), by striking “A member’

(B) in paragraph (4)(B)—

(1) by striking “that the member” and
wserting the following: “that—

“(1) the member”;

(1r) by striking the period at the end
and nserting *; or”; and

(111) by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“(1n) in the case of a member of the
Coast Guard, that the member may receive

the allowance as provided by subsection

(h).”: and

)

and inserting “Except as provided by subsection (h),

a member”.
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1 SEC. 408. STUDY ON FOOD SECURITY.

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

(a) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL—The Commandant shall con-
duct a study on food insecurity among members of the
Coast Guard.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An analysis of the impact of food
deserts on members of the Coast Guard and their
dependents who live i areas with high costs of
liwing, wmcluding areas with high-density popu-
lations and rural areas.

(B) A comparison of—

(1) the current method used by the
Commandant to determine which areas are
considered to be high cost-of-living areas;

(11) local-level indicators used by the
Bureaw of Labor Statistics to determine cost
of living that indicate buying power and
consumer spending in specific geographic
areas; and

(111) indicators of cost of living used by
the Department of Agriculture in market
basket analyses, and other measures of local

and regional food costs.

*S 4802 RS



O© o0 3 O WD B W N

[\© TN NG T N T NG I NG R NS B S e e T e e T e T e T e T
[ T NG U N N = = N R - BN B o) W ) TR~ O I NO I e

625

(C) An assessment of the accuracy of the

method and indicators described in  subpara-

graph (B) in quantifying high cost of living in

low-data and remote areas.

(D) An assessment of the manner in which

data accuracy and availability affect the accu-

racy of cost-of-living allowance calculations and

other benefits, as the Commandant considers ap-

propriate.

(E) Recommendations—

(1) to improve access to high-quality,
affordable food within a reasonable distance
of Coast Guard units located in areas iden-
tified as food deserts;

(11) to reduce transit costs for members
of the Coast Guard and thewr dependents
who are required to travel to access high-
quality, affordable food; and

(111) for improving the accuracy of the
calculations referred to in  subparagraph
(D).

(F) The estimated costs of implementing

each recommendation made under subparagraph

(E).

(b) PLAN.—
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(1) IN GENERAL—The Commandant shall de-
velop a detailed plan to implement the recommenda-
tions of the study conducted under subsection (a).

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant
shall provide to the Commattee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate and the Commattee
on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a briefing on the plan required by
paragraph (1), including the cost of implementation,
proposals for legislative change, and any other result
of the study the Commandant considers appropriate.
(¢c) FOOD DESERT DEFINED.—In this section, the term

“food desert” means an area, as determined by the Com-
mandant, in which it 1s difficult, even with a vehicle or

an otherwise-available mode of transportation, to obtain af-

Jordable, high-quality fresh food in the immediate area in

which members of the Coast Guard serve and reside.
Subtitle B—Healthcare
SEC. 421. DEVELOPMENT OF MEDICAL STAFFING STAND-
ARDS FOR THE COAST GUARD.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the

date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant, in con-
sultation with the Defense Health Agency and any

healthcare expert the Commandant considers appropriate,
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shall develop medical staffing standards for the Coast

Guard consistent with the recommendations of the Comp-
troller General of the United States set forth in the report
entitled “Coast Guard Health Care: Improvements Needed

for Determining Staffing Needs and Monitoring Access to

Care” published in February 2022.

(b) INCLUSIONS.—The standards required by sub-
section (a) shall address and take into consideration the fol-
lowing:

(1) Current and future operations of healthcare
personnel in support of Department of Homeland Se-
curity missions, including surge deployments for inci-
dent response.

(2) Staffing standards for specialized providers,
such as flight surgeons, dentists, behavioral health
specialists, and physical therapists.

(3) Staffing levels of medical, dental, and behav-
1oral health providers for the Coast Guard who are—

(A) members of the Coast Guard;
(B) assigned to the Coast Guard from the

Public Health Service;

(C) Federal civilian employees; or
(D) contractors hired by the Coast Guard to

fill vacancies.

*S 4802 RS



O© o0 3 O WD B W N e

[\© TN NG I N T NG I NG I NS R N e T e e T e T e e T
[ B NG U N N = = N e R - BN B o) W ) TR ~S O I NO I e

628

(4) Staffing levels at medical facilities for Coast
Guard units in remote locations.

(5) Any discrepancy between medical staffing
standards of the Department of Defense and medical
staffing standards of the Coast Guard.

(¢) REVIEW.—Not later than 90 days after the staffing
standards required by subsection (a) are completed, the
Commandant shall submit the standards to the Comptroller
General, who shall review the standards and provide rec-
ommendations to the Commandant.

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 180 days
after developing such standards, the Commandant shall sub-
mit to the Commaittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Commaittee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a report
on the standards developed under subsection (a) that in-
cludes a plan and a deseription of the resources and budg-
etary needs required to implement the standards.

(¢) MODIFICATION, IMPLEMENTATION, AND PERIODIC
UPDATES.—The Commandant shall—

(1) modify such standards as necessary based on
the recommendations provided under subsection (c);

(2) implement the standards;

(3) review and update the standards not less fre-

quently than every 4 years.
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SEC. 422. HEALTHCARE SYSTEM REVIEW AND STRATEGIC

PLAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.

Not later than 270 days after the
completion of the studies conducted by the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States under sections 8259 and 8260 of
the Willvam M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense Author-
wation Act of Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 134
Stat. 4679), the Commandant shall—
(1) conduct a comprehensive review of the Coast
Guard healthcare system; and
(2) develop a strategic plan for improvements to,
and modernization of, such system to ensure access to
high-quality, timely healthcare for members of the
Coast Guard, their dependents, and applicable Coast
Guard retirees.
(b) PLAN.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The strategic plan developed
under subsection (a) shall seek—
(A) to maximize the wmedical readiness of
members of the Coast Guard;
(B) to optimize delivery of healthcare bene-
fits;
(C) to ensure high-quality training of Coast
Guard medical personnel; and
(D) to prepare for the future needs of the
Coast Guard.
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(2) ELEMENTS.—The plan shall address, at a
minimum, the following:

(A) Improving access to healthcare for mem-
bers of the Coast Guard, theiwr dependents, and
applicable Coast Guard retirees.

(B) Quality of care.

(C) The experience and satisfaction of mem-
bers of the Coast Guard and their dependents
with the Coast Guard healthcare system.

(D) The readiness of members of the Coast
Guard and Coast Guard medical personnel.

(¢) ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Commandant shall
establish an advisory committee to conduct a com-
prehensive review of the Coast Guard healthcare sys-
tem (referred to in this section as the “Advisory Com-
mittee”).

(2) MEMBERSHIP.—

(4)  CompPOSITION—The Advisory Com-
maittee shall be composed of members selected by
the Commandant, including—

(i) 1 or more members of the uni-

Jormed services (as defined in section 101 of

title 10, Unated States Code) or Federal em-

ployees with expertise in—
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(I) the medical, dental, pharmacy,

behavioral — health, or reproductive
health fields; or
(Il) any other field the Com-

mandant considers appropriate;

(11) a representative of the Defense
Health Agency; and

(111) a medical representative from
each Coast Guard district.

(3) CHAIRPERSON.—The chairperson of the Ad-
visory Committee shall be the Director of the Health,
Safety, and Work Lafe Directorate of the Coast
Guard.

(4) STAFF.—The Advisory Commattee shall be
staffed by employees of the Coast Guard.

(5) REPORT TO COMMANDANT.—Not later than 1
year after the Advisory Committee is established, the
Adwvisory Committee shall submat to the Commandant
a report that—

(A) takes wnto consideration the wmedical

staffing standards developed under section 421,

assesses the recommended medical staffing stand-

ards set forth in the Comptroller General study

required by section 8260 of the William M.

(Mac) Thornberry National Defense Authoriza-
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tion Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-

283; 134 Stat. 4679), and compares such stand-
ards to the medical staffing standards of the De-
partment of Defense and the private sector;

(B) addresses 1mprovements needed to en-
sure continuity of care for members of the Coast
Guard, including by evaluating the feasibility of
having a dedicated primary care manager for
each such member while the member is stationed
at a duty station;

(C) evaluates the effects of increased surge
deployments of medical personnel on staffing
needs at Coast Guard clinics;

(D) identifies ways to improve access to
care for members of the Coast Guard and their
dependents who are stationed in remote areas,
mcluding methods to expand access to providers
m the avarlable network;

(E) identifies ways the Coast Guard may
better use Department of Defense Medical Health
System  resources for members of the Coast
Guard, thewr dependents, and applicable Coast
Guard retirees;

(F) identifies barriers to participation in

the Coast Guard healthcare system and ways the
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Coast Guard may better use patient feedback to

mmprove quality of care at Coast Guard-owned

Jacilities, military treatment facilities, and spe-

cralist referrals;

(G) includes recommendations to improve
the Coast Guard healthcare system; and
(H) any other matter the Commandant or
the Advisory Committee considers appropriate.
(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant
shall submit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) the strategic plan for the Coast Guard med-
weal system required by subsection (a);

(2) the report of the Advisory Committee sub-
mitted to the Commandant under subsection (¢)(5);
and

(3) a description of the manner in which the
Commandant plans to implement the recommenda-
tions of the Advisory Commattee.

SEC. 423. DATA COLLECTION AND ACCESS TO CARE.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the

date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant, in con-
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sultation with the Defense Health Agency and any

healthcare expert the Commandant considers appropriate,
shall develop a policy to require the collection of data re-
garding access by members of the Coast Guard and their
dependents to medical, dental, and behavioral health care
as recommended by the Comptroller General of the United
States in the report entitled “Coast Guard Health Care: Im-
provements Needed for Determining Staffing Needs and
Monitoring Access to Care” published in February 2022.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The policy required by subsection (a)
shall address the following:

(1) Methods to collect data on access to care

Jor

(A) routine annual physical health assess-
ments;

(B) flight physicals for aviators and pro-
spective aviators;

(C) sick call;

(D) injuries;

(E) dental health; and

(F) behavioral health conditions.
(2) Collection of data on access to care for refer-

rals.
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(3) Collection of data on access to care for mem-
bers of the Coast Guard stationed at remote units,
aboard Coast Guard cutters, and on deployments.

(4) Use of the electronic health record system to
mmprove data collection on access to care.

(5) Use of data for addressing the standards of
care, including time between requests for appoint-
ments and actual appointments, including appoint-
ments made with referral services.

(¢c) REVIEW BY COMPTROLLER GENERAL.—

(1) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 15 days after
the policy 1s developed under subsection (a), the Com-
mandant shall submit the policy to the Comptroller
General of the United States.

(2) REVIEW.—Not later than 180 days after re-
cewving the policy, the Comptroller General shall re-
view the policy and provide recommendations to the
Commandant.

(3) MODIFICATION.—Not later than 60 days
after receiving the recommendations of the Comp-
troller General, the Commandant shall modify the
policy as necessary based on such recommendations.

(d) PUBLICATION AND REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not

24 later than 90 days after the policy is modified under sub-

25 section (¢)(3), the Commandant shall—
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(1) publish the policy on a publicly accessible

internet website of the Coast Guard; and

(2) submit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of
the House of Representatives a report on the policy
and the manner i which the Commandant plans to
address access-to-care deficiencies.

(e) PERIODIC UPDATES.—Not less frequently than

every 5 years, the Commandant shall review and update
the policy.

SEC. 424. BEHAVIORAL HEALTH POLICY.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It 1s the sense of Congress

that—

(1) members of the Coast Guard—
(A) are exposed to high-risk and often
stressful duties; and
(B) should be encouraged to seek appro-
priate medical treatment and professional guid-
ance; and
(2) after treatment for behavioral health condi-
trons, many members of the Coast Guard should be
allowed to resume service in the Coast Guard if

they—
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(A) are able to do so without persistent duty

modifications; and
(B) do not pose a risk to themselves or other
members of the Coast Guard.
(b) INTERIM BEHAVIORAL HEALTH POLICY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Com-
mandant shall establish an interim behavioral health
policy for members of the Coast Guard that is in par-
ity with section 5.28 (relating to behavioral health) of
Department of Defense Instruction 6130.03, volume 2,
“Medical Standards for Military Service: Retention”.

(2) TERMINATION.—The interim policy estab-
lished under paragraph (1) shall remain in effect
until the date on which the Commandant issues a
permanent behavioral health policy for members of
the Coast Guard.

(¢) PERMANENT POLICY.—In developing a permanent
policy with respect to retention and behavioral health, the
Commandant shall ensure that, to the extent practicable,
the policy of the Coast Guard 1s in parity with section 5.28
(relating to behavioral health) of Department of Defense In-

struction 6130.03, volume 2, “Medical Standards for Mili-

tary Service: Retention”.
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SEC. 425. MEMBERS ASSERTING POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS

DISORDER OR TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 25 of title
14, Unated States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end
the following:

“§2515. Members asserting post-traumatic stress dis-
order or traumatic brain injury

“(a) MEDICAL KEXAMINATION REQUIRED.—(1) The
Secretary shall ensure that a member of the Coast Guard
who has performed Coast Guard operations or has been sex-
ually assaulted during the preceding 2-year period, and
who 1s diagnosed by an appropriate licensed or certified
healthcare professional as experiencing  post-trauwmatic
stress disorder or trawmatic brain injury or who otherwise
alleges, based on the service of the member or based on such
sexual assault, the influence of such a condition, receives
a medical examination to evaluate a diagnosis of post-trau-
matic stress disorder or traumatic brain imjury.

“2) A member described in paragraph (1) shall not
be administratively separated under conditions other than
honorable, including an administrative separation in liew
of court-martial, until the results of the medical examina-
tion have been reviewed by appropriate authorities respon-
sible for evaluating, reviewing, and approving the separa-

tion case, as determined by the Secretary.
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“(3)(A) In a case involving post-trauwmatic stress dis-
order, the medical examination shall be—

“(1) performed by—

“(I) a board-certified or board-eligible psy-
chiatrist; or

“(I1) a licensed doctorate-level psychologist;
or
“(i1) performed under the close supervision of—

“(I) a board-certified or board-eligible psy-
chiatrist; or

“(I1) a licensed doctorate-level psychologist,
a doctorate-level mental health provider, a psy-
chiatry resident, or a clinical or counseling psy-
chologist who has completed a 1-year internship
or residency.

“(B) In a case involving traumatic brain injury, the
medical examination shall be performed by a physiatrist,
psychiatrist, neurosurgeon, or neurologist.

“(b) PURPOSE OF MEDICAL EXAMINATION.—The med-
weal examination required by subsection (a) shall assess
whether the effects of mental or neurocognitive disorders, in-
cluding post-traumatic stress disorder and trawmatic brain
mjury, constitute matters in extenuation that relate to the

basis for administrative separation under conditions other
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than honorable or the overall characterization of the service
of the member as other than honorable.

“(¢) INAPPLICABILITY TO PROCEEDINGS UNDER UNI-
FORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE.—The medical exam-
mation and procedures requirved by this section do not
apply to courts-martial or other proceedings conducted pur-
suant to the Uniform Code of Military Justice.

“(d) CoAST GUARD OPERATIONS DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘Coast Guard operations’ has the meaning
given that term in section 888(a) of the Homeland Security
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 468(a)).”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for sub-
chapter I of chapter 25 of title 14, United States Code, is

amended by adding at the end the following:

“2515. Members asserting post-traumatic stress disorder or trawmatic brain in-
jury.”

SEC. 426. IMPROVEMENTS TO THE PHYSICAL DISABILITY
EVALUATION SYSTEM AND TRANSITION PRO-
GRAM.

(a) TEMPORARY PoLICY.—Not later than 60 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall
develop a temporary policy that—

(1) 1mproves timeliness, communication, and
outcomes for members of the Coast Guard undergoing
the Physical Disability Evaluation System, or a re-

lated formal or informal process;
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(2) affords maximum career transition benefits
to members of the Coast Guard determined by a Med-
1cal Bvaluation Board to be unfit for retention in the
Coast Guard; and

(3) maximizes the potential separation and ca-
reer transition benefits for members of the Coast
Guard undergoing the Physical Disability Evaluation
System, or a related formal or informal process.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The policy required by subsection (a)

shall include the following:

(1) A requirement that any member of the Coast
Guard who s undergoing the Physical Disability
Evaluation System, or a related formal or informal
process, shall be placed i a duty status that allows
the member the opportunity to attend necessary med-
weal appointments and other activities relating to the
Physical Disability  Evaluation System, including
completion of any application of the Department of
Veterans Affairs and career transition planning.

(2) In the case of a Medical Evaluation Board
report that is not completed within 120 days after the
date on which an evaluation by the Medical Evalua-
tion Board was wnitiated, the option for such a mem-

ber to enter permissive duty status.
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(3) A requirement that the date of initiation of
an evaluation by a Medical Evaluation Board shall
mclude the date on which any verbal or written affir-
mation 1s made to the member, command, or medical
staff that the evaluation by the Medical Evaluation
Board has been initiated.

(4) An option for such member to seek an intern-
ship under the SkillBridge program established under
section 1143(e) of title 10, United States Code, and
outside employment aimed at vmproving the transi-
tion of the member to civilian life, only if such an in-
ternship or employment does not interfere with nec-
essary medical appointments requived for the mem-
ber’s physical disability evaluation.

(5) A requirement that not less than 21 days no-
tice shall be provided to such a member for any such
medical appointment, to the maxrimum extent prac-
ticable, to ensure that the appointment timeline is in
the best interests of the immediate health of the mem-
ber.

(6) A requirement that the Coast Guard shall
provide such a member with a written separation
date upon the completion of a Medical Fvaluation
Board report that finds the member unfit to continue

active duty.
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(7) To provide certainty to such a member with
respect to a separation date, a policy that ensures—
(A) that accountability measures are in

place with respect to Coast Guard delays
throughout the Physical Disability Evaluation

System, including—
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(1) placement of the member in an ex-
cess leave status after 270 days have elapsed
since the date of initiation of an evaluation
by a Medical Evaluation Board by any
competent authority; and

(11) a calculation of the costs to retain
the member on actwe duty, including the
pay, allowances, and other associated bene-
fits of the member, for the period beginning
on the date that 1s 90 days after the date
of iatiation of an evaluation by a Medical
Evaluation Board by any competent au-
thority and ending on the date on which the
member 1s separated from the Coast Guard;
and

(B) the availability of administrative solu-

tions to any such delay.
(8) With respect to a member of the Coast Guard

on temporary limited duty status, an option to re-
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main i the member’s current billet, to the maxvmum
extent practicable, or to be transferred to a different
active-duty billet, so as to minimize any negative im-
pact on the member’s career trajectory.

(9) A requirement that each respective command
shall report to the Coast Guard Personnel Service
Jenter any delay of more than 21 days between each
stage of the Physical Disability Evaluation System
Jor any such member, including between stages of the
processes, the Medical Evaluation Board, the Informal
Physical Evaluation Board, and the Formal Physical
Evaluation Board.

(10) A requirement that, not later than 7 days
after receipt of a report of a delay described in para-
graph (9), the Personnel Service Center shall take cor-
rective action, which shall ensure that the Coast
Guard exercises maximum discretion to continue the
Physical Disability Evaluation System of such «a
member i a timely manner, unless such delay 1s
caused by the member.

(11) A requirement that—

(A4) a member of the Coast Guard shall be
allowed to make a request for a reasonable delay

w the Physical Disability Evaluation System to
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obtain additional imput and consultation from a
medical or legal professional; and
(B) any such request for delay shall be ap-
proved by the Commandant based on a showing
of good cause by the member.

(¢) REPORT ON TEMPORARY PoLICY.—Not later than
60 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Com-
mandant shall submat to the Commattee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House
of Representatives a copy of the policy developed under sub-
section (a).

(d) PERMANENT PoLicy.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant
shall publish a Commandant Instruction making the policy
developed under subsection (a) a permanent policy of the
Coast Guanrd.

(¢) BRIEFING.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall provide
to the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Commattee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a brief-
g on, and a copy of, the permanent policy.

(f) ANNUAL REPORT ON COSTS.—
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1 (1) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than an-
2 nually, the Commandant shall submit to the Com-
3 mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
4 the Senate and the Commaittee on Transportation and
5 Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a re-
6 port that, for the preceding fiscal year
7 (A) details the total aggregate service-wide
8 costs described n  subsection (D)(7)(A)(11) for
9 members of the Coast Guard whose Physical Dis-
10 ability Evaluation System process has exceeded
11 90 days; and
12 (B) includes for each such member—
13 (1) an accounting of such costs; and
14 (11) the number of days that elapsed be-
15 tween the initiation and completion of the
16 Physical  Disability  Evaluation — System
17 Process.
18 (2) PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION.—
19 A report under paragraph (1) shall not include the
20 personally identifiable information of any member of
21 the Coast Guard.

22 SEC. 427. EXPANSION OF ACCESS TO COUNSELING.
23 (a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the
24 date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall
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hire, train, and deploy not fewer than an additional 5 be-
havioral health specialists.

(b) REQUIREMENT.—Through the hiring process re-
quired by subsection (a), the Commandant shall ensure that
at least 35 percent of behavioral health specialists employed
by the Coast Guard have experience 1in behavioral
healthcare for the purpose of supporting members of the
Coast Guard with fertility, anfertility, pregnancy, mais-
carriage, child loss, postpartum depression, and related
counseling needs.

(¢) ACCESSIBILITY.—The support provided by the be-
havioral health specialists described in subsection (a)—

(1) may nclude care delivered via telemedicine;
and

(2) shall be made widely available to members of
the Coast Guard.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Of the
amounts authorized to be appropriated wunder section
4902(1)(A) of title 14, Unated States Code, as amended by
section 101 of this Act, $2,000,000 shall be made available
to the Commandant for each of fiscal years 2023 and 2024

to carry out this section.
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SEC. 428. EXPANSION OF POSTGRADUATE OPPORTUNITIES

FOR MEMBERS OF THE COAST GUARD IN
MEDICAL AND RELATED FIELDS.

(a) IN GENERAL—The Commandant shall expand op-
portunities for members of the Coast Guard to secure post-
graduate degrees in medical and related professional dis-
ciplines for the purpose of supporting Coast Guard clinics
and operations.

(b) MILITARY TRAINING STUDENT LOADS.—Section
4904(b)(3) of title 14, United States Code, is amended by
striking “350” and inserting “385”.

SEC. 429. STUDY ON COAST GUARD TELEMEDICINE PRO-
GRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General
of the United States shall commence a study on the Coast
Guard telemedicine program.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by subsection (a)
shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of—

(A) the current capabilities and limitations
of the Coast Guard telemedicine program;

(B) the degree of integration of such pro-
gram with existing electronic health records;

(C) the capability and accessibility of such
program, as compared to the capability and ac-
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cessibility of the telemedicine programs of the
Department of Defense and commercial medical
providers;

(D) the manner in which the Coast Guard
telemedicine program may be expanded to pro-
vide better clinical and behavioral medical serv-
tces to members of the Coast Guard, including
such members stationed at remote units or on-
board Coast Guard cutters at sea; and

(E) the costs savings associated with the
pProvision of—

(1) care through telemedicine; and
(11) preventative care.
(2) An identification of barriers to full use or ex-
pansion of such program.
(3) A description of the resources necessary to ex-
pand such program to its full capability.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after commencing
the study required by subsection (a), the Comptroller Gen-
eral shall submat to the Commaittee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate and the Commattee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-

resentatives a report on the findings of the study.

*S 4802 RS



O o0 9 N D kA WD =

|\ TN NG T N T NG I NG I N R e T e e T e T e T
LN A W D= O O NN NN Bl W DY = O

650
SEC. 430. STUDY ON COAST GUARD MEDICAL FACILITIES

NEEDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days after the

date of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General
of the United States shall commence a study on Coast
Guard medical facilities needs.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by subsection (a)
shall include the following:

(1) A current list of Coast Guard medical facili-
ties, including clinies, sickbays, and shipboard facili-
ties.

(2) A summary of capital needs for Coast Guard
medical facilities, including construction and repair.

(3) A summary of equipment upgrade backlogs of
Joast Guard medical facilities.

(4) An assessment of improvements to Coast
Guard medical facilities, including improvements to
IT infrastructure, required to enable the Coast Guard
to fully use telemedicine and implement other mod-
ernization initiatives.

(5) An evaluation of the process used by the
Coast Guard to identify, monitor, and construct
Coast Guard medical facilities.

(6) A description of the resources necessary to

SJully address all Coast Guard medical facilities needs.
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(¢c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after commencing
the study required by subsection (a), the Comptroller Gen-
eral shall submat to the Commattee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the findings of the study.

Subtitle C—Housing
SEC. 441. STRATEGY TO IMPROVE QUALITY OF LIFE AT RE-
MOTE UNITS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not more than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall
develop a strategy to improve the quality of life for members
of the Coast Guard and their dependents who are stationed
m remote units.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required by subsection
(a) shall address the following:

(1) Methods to improve the availability or af-

Jordability of housing options for members of the

Joast Guard and their dependents through—

(A) Coast Guard-owned housing;

(B) Coast Guard-facilitated housing; or

(C) basic allowance for housing adjustments
to rates that are more competitive for members
of the Coast Guard seeking privately owned or

privately rented housing.
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(2) Methods to improve access by members of the
Coast Guard and their dependents to—

(A) medical, dental, and pediatric care;
(B) healthcare specific to women; and
(C) behavioral health care.

(3) Methods to increase access to child care serv-
wees, including recommendations for increasing child
care capacity and opportunities for care within the
Coast Guard and in the private sector.

(4) Methods to improve non-Coast Guard net-
work internet access at remote units—

(A) to improve communications between

Jamalies and members of the Coast Guard on ac-

twe duty; and

(B) for other purposes such as education
and traiming.

(5) Methods to support spouses and dependents
who face challenges specific to remote locations.

(6) Any other matter the Commandant considers
appropriate.

(¢) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after the

22 strategy required by subsection (a) is completed, the Com-

23 mandant shall provide to the Committee on Commerce,

24 Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
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mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House
of Representatives a briefing on the strateqy.

(d) REMOTE UNIT DEFINED.—In this section, the term
“remote unit” means a unit located in an area in which
members of the Coast Guard and their dependents are eligi-
ble for TRICARE Prime Remote.

SEC. 442. STUDY ON COAST GUARD HOUSING ACCESS,
COST, AND CHALLENGES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General
of the Unated States shall commence a study on housing
access, cost, and associated challenges facing members of the
Coast Guard.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by subsection (a)
shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of—
(A) the extent to which—

(1) the Commandant has evaluated the
sufficiency, availability, and affordability
of housing options for members of the Coast
Guard and their dependents; and

(11) the Coast Guard owns and leases
housing for members of the Coast Guard

and thewr dependents;
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(B) the methods used by the Commandant
to manage housing data, and the manner in
which the Commandant uses such data—
(1) to inform Coast Guard housing pol-
wey; and
(11) to guide investments in Coast
Guard-owned housing capacity and other
vnvestments i housing, such as long-term
leases and other options; and
(C) the process used by the Commandant to
gather and provide information used to calculate
housing allowances for members of the Coast

Guard and thewr dependents, including whether

the Commandant has established best practices to

manage low-data areas.

(2) An assessment as to whether it is advan-
tageous for the Coast Guard to continue to use the De-
partment of Defense basic allowance for housing sys-
tem.

(3) Recommendations for actions the Com-
mandant should take to improve the availability and
affordability of housing for members of the Coast

Guard and their dependents who are stationed in—
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(A) remote units located in areas wn which
members of the Coast Guard and their depend-
ents are eligible for TRICARE Prime Remote; or
(B) unaits located in areas with a high num-
ber of vacation rental properties.

(¢c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after commencing
the study required by subsection (a), the Comptroller Gen-
eral shall submat to the Commaittee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate and the Commattee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the findings of the study.

(d) STRATEGY.—Not later than 180 days after the sub-
mission of the report required by subsection (c), the Com-
mandant shall publish a Coast Guard housing strategy that
addresses the findings set forth in the report, which shall,
at a minimum—

(1) address housing inventory shortages and af-

Jordability; and

(2) include a Coast Guard-owned housing infra-
structure investment prioritization plan.
SEC. 443. AUDIT OF CERTAIN MILITARY HOUSING CONDI-
TIONS OF ENLISTED MEMBERS OF THE COAST
GUARD IN KEY WEST, FLORIDA.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after the

date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant, in co-
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1 ordination with the Secretary of the Navy, shall commence

2 the conduct of an audit to assess—

3
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(1) the conditions of housing units of enlisted
members of the Coast Guard located at Naval Air
Station Key West Sigsbee Park Annex;

(2) the percentage of those units that are consid-
ered unsafe or unhealthy housing units for enlisted
members of the Coast Guard and their families;

(3) the process used by enlisted members of the
Joast Guard and their families to report housing con-
cerns;

(4) the extent to which enlisted members of the
Joast Guard and their famailies who experience unsafe
or unhealthy housing wunits incur relocation, per
diem, or similar expenses as a dirvect result of dis-
placement that are not covered by a landlord, insur-
ance, or claims process and the feasibility of pro-
viding reimbursement for uncovered expenses; and

(5) what s needed to provide appropriate and
safe liwing quarters for enlisted members of the Coast
Guard and thewr families in Key West, Florida.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after the com-

23 mencement of the audit under subsection (a), the Com-

24 mandant shall submit to the appropriate commattees of

25 Congress a report on the results of the audit.
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(¢c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS.—
The term “appropriate committees of Congress”
means—

(A) the Commattee on Commerce, Science,
and  Transportation and the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs of
the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Committee on Homeland
Security of the House of Representatives.

(2) PRIVATIZED MILITARY HOUSING.—The term
“privatized malitary housing” means military hous-
mg provided under subchapter IV of chapter 169 of
title 10, Unated States Code.

(3) UNSAFE OR UNHEALTHY HOUSING UNIT.—
The term “unsafe or unhealthy housing unit” means
a unit of privatized malitary housing in which s
present, at levels exceeding national standards or
guidelines, at least one of the following hazards:

(A) Physiological hazards, including the fol-
lowing:

(1) Dampness or microbial growth.
(11) Lead-based paint.

(111) Asbestos or manmade fibers.
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(iv) Tonizing radiation.
(v) Biocides.
(vi) Carbon monoxide.
(vir) Volatile organic compounds.
(viir) Infectious agents.
(ix) Fine particulate matter.
(B) Psychological hazards, including the fol-
lowing:
(1) Ease of access by unlawful intrud-
ers.
(11) Laghting issues.
(111) Poor ventilation.
(1v) Safety hazards.
(v) Other hazards similar to the haz-
ards specified i clauses (i) through ().
SEC. 444. STUDY ON COAST GUARD HOUSING AUTHORITIES
AND PRIVATIZED HOUSING.
(a) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller
General of the United States shall commence a
study—

(A) to evaluate the authorities of the Coast

Guard relating to construction, operation, and
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maintenance of housing provided to members of
the Coast Guard and their dependents; and

(B) to assess other options to meet Coast
Guard housing needs in rural and urban hous-
mg markets, including public-private partner-
ships, long-term lease agreements, privately
owned housing, and any other housing option the
Comptroller General identifies.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study required by para-

graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) A review of authorities, requlations, and
policies available to the Secretary of the depart-

ment in which the Coast Guard 1is operating (re-

ferred to in this section as the “Secretary’) with

respect to construction, maintenance, and oper-
ation of housing for members of the Coast Guard
and their dependents, including unaccompanied
member housing, that considers—
(1) housing that is owned and operated
by the Coast Guard;
(11) long-term leasing or extended-rent-
al housing;
(111)  public-private partnerships or
other privatized housing options for which

the Secretary may enter into 1 or more con-
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tracts with a private entity to build, main-

tain, and operate privatized housing for

members of the Coast Guard and their de-
pendents;

(1) on-installation and off-installation
housing options, and the availability of,
and authorities relating to, such options;
and

(v) housing availability near Coast
Guard units, readiness needs, and safety.
(B) A review of the housing-related authori-

ties, regulations, and policies available to the
Secretary of Defense, and an identification of the
differences between such authorities afforded to
the Secretary of Defense and the housing-related
authorities, requlations, and policies afforded to
the Secretary.

(C) A description of lessons learned or rec-
ommendations for the Coast Guard based on the
use by the Department of Defense of privatized
housing, including the recommendations set forth
m the report of the Government Accountability
Office entitled “Privatized Military Housing:
Update on DOD’s Efforts to Address Oversight
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Challenges” (GAO-22—-105866), issued in March

2022.

(D) An assessment of the extent to which the
Secretary has used the authorities provided in
subchapter IV of chapter 169 of title 10, United
States Code.

(E) An analysis of immediate and long-
term costs associated with housing owned and
operated by the Coast Guard, as compared to op-
portunities for long-term leases, private housing,
and other public-private partnerships in urban
and remote locations.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General shall
submit to the appropriate committees of Congress a report
on the results of the study conducted under subsection (a).

(¢) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after the date
on which the report required by subsection (b) 1is submitted,
the Commandant or the Secretary shall provide a briefing
to the appropriate committees of Congress on—

(1) the actions the Commandant has, or has not,
taken with respect to the results of the study;
(2) a plan for addressing areas identified in the

report that present opportunities for improving the
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housing options available to members of the Coast
Guard and thewr dependents; and

(3) the need for, or potential manner of use of,
any authorities the Coast Guard does not have with
respect to housing, as compared to the Department of

Defense.

(d) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF (CONGRESS.—In
this section, the term “appropriate committees of Congress”
means the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives.

Subtitle D—Other Matters
SEC. 451. REPORT ON AVAILABILITY OF EMERGENCY SUP-
PLIES FOR COAST GUARD PERSONNEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General
of the Unated States shall submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the
Commattee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives a report on the availability of ap-
propriate emergency supplies at Coast Guard units.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by subsection (a)
shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of the extent to which—
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1 (A) the Commandant ensures that Coast
2 Guard units assess risks and plan accordingly to
3 obtain and maintain appropriate emergency
4 supplies; and

5 (B) Coast Guard units have emergency food
6 and water supplies available according to local
7 emergency preparedness needs.

8 (2) A description of any challenge the Com-
9 mandant faces in planning for and maintaining ade-
10 quate emergency supplies for Coast Guard personnel.
11 (¢c) PUBLICATION.—Not later than 90 days after the

12 date of submission of the report required by subsection (a),
13 the Commandant shall publish a strategy and recommenda-

14 tions in response to the report that includes—

15 (1) a plan for improving emergency prepared-
16 ness and emergency supplies for Coast Guard units;
17 and

18 (2) a process for periodic review and engagement
19 with Coast Guard units to ensure emerging emergency
20 response supply needs are achieved and maintained.
21 TITLE V—MARITIME

22 Subtitle A—Vessel Safety

23 SEC. 501. ABANDONED SEAFARERS FUND AMENDMENTS.

24 Section 11113(c) of title 46, United States Code, 1is
25 amended—

*S 4802 RS



O o0 N N B W =

[\ 2 \© R \O I O R N e e e e e e T e e
W = O O 0N N RN = O

24
25

664
(1) in the matter preceding subparagraph (4) of
paragraph (1), by inserting “plus a surcharge of 25
percent of such total amount”™ after “seafarer”; and
(2) by striking paragraph (4).
SEC. 502. RECEIPTS; INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS FOR
ICE PATROL SERVICES.

Section 80301(c) of title 46, United States Code, 1is
amended by striking the period at the end and inserting
“and subject to appropriations shall be available until ex-
pended for the purpose of the Coast Guard international
wce patrol program.”.

SEC. 503. PASSENGER VESSEL SECURITY AND SAFETY RE-
QUIREMENTS.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, require-

ments authorized under sections 3509 of title 46, United

States Code, shall not apply to any passenger vessel, as de-

fined in section 2101 of such title, that—

(1) carries in excess of 250 passengers; and
(2) 1s, or was, tn operation in the internal
waters of the United States on wvoyages inside the
Boundary Line, as defined in section 103 of such
title, on or before July 27, 2030.
SEC. 504. AT-SEA RECOVERY OPERATIONS PILOT PROGRAM.
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall conduct a pilot

program to evaluate the potential use of remotely controlled
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or autonomous operation and monitoring of certain vessels

2 for the purposes of—

3

© o 9 o W A

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

(1) better understanding the complexities of such
at-sea operations and potential risks to navigation
safety, vessel security, maritime workers, the public,
and the environment;

(2) gathering observational and performance
data from monitoring the use of remotely-controlled
or autonomous vessels; and

(3) assessing and evaluating requlatory require-
ments necessary to guide the development of future oc-
currences of such operations and monitoring activi-
tues.

(b) DURATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE.—The duration
of the pilot program established under this section shall be
not more than 5 years beginning on the date on which the
pilot program 1s established, which shall be not later than
180 days after the date of enactment of this Act.

(¢c) AUTHORIZED AcTIVITIES.—The activities author-
wzed under this section include—

(1) remote over-the-horizon monitoring oper-
atwons related to the active at-sea recovery of
spaceflight components on an unmanned wvessel or

platform;
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(2) procedures for the unaccompanied operation
and monitoring of an unmanned spaceflight recovery
vessel or platform; and

(3) unmanned vessel transits and testing oper-
ations without a physical tow line related to space
launch and recovery operations, except within 12
nautical males of a port.

(d) INTERIM AUTHORITY.—In recognition of potential
risks to navigation safety, vessel security, maritime work-
ers, the public, and the environment, and the unique cir-
cumstances requiring the use of remotely operated or auton-
omous vessels, the Secretary, in the pilot program estab-
lished under subsection (a), may—

(1) allow remotely controlled or autonomous ves-
sel operations to proceed consistent to the extent prac-
ticable under titles 33 and 46 of the Unated States
Code, ncluding navigation and manning laws and
requlations;

(2) modify or waive applicable regulations and
guidance as the Secretary considers appropriate to—

(A) allow remote and autonomous vessel at-
sea operations and actiities to occur while en-

suring navigation safety; and
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1 (B) ensure the reliable, safe, and secure op-
2 eration of remotely-controlled or autonomous ves-
3 sels; and
4 (3) require each remotely operated or autono-
5 mous vessel to be at all times under the supervision
6 of 1 or more indiwviduals—
7 (A4) holding a merchant mariner credential
8 which 1s suitable to the satisfaction of the Coast
9 Guard; and
10 (B) who shall practice due regard for the
11 safety of navigation of the autonomous vessel, to
12 mclude collision avoidance.
13 (¢) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section
14 shall be construed to authorize the Secretary to—
15 (1) permat foreign vessels to participate in the
16 pilot program established under subsection (a);
17 (2) warve or modify applicable laws and regula-
18 tions under titles 33 and 46 of the Unated States
19 Jode, except to the extent authorized under subsection
20 (d)(2); or
21 (3) waive or modify any regulations arising
22 under international conventions.
23 (f) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this section may

24 be construed to authorize the employment in the coastwise

25 trade of a vessel or platform that does not meet the require-
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ments of sections 12112, 55102, 55103, and 55111 of title

46, Unated States Code.

(9) BRIEFINGS.—The Secretary or the designee of the
Secretary shall brief the Commattee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate and the Commaittee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives on the program established under subsection (a)
on a quarterly basis.

(h) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the expi-
ration of the pilot program established under subsection (a),
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House
of Representatives a final report regarding an assessment
of the execution of the pilot program and implications for
maimtarning navigation safety, the safety of maritime
workers, and the preservation of the environment.

(1) GAO REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this section, the Comp-
troller General of the Unated States shall submit to
the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Commattee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-

twes a report on the state of autonomous and remote
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technologies in the operation of shipboard equipment
and the safe and secure navigation of vessels in Fed-
eral waters of the United States.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required wunder
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An assessment of commercially avail-
able autonomous and remote technologies in the
operation of shipboard equipment and the safe
and secure navigation of wvessels during the 10
years immediately preceding the date of the re-
port.

(B) An analysis of the safety, physical secu-
rity, cybersecurity, and collision avoidance risks
and benefits associated with autonomous and re-
mote technologies in the operation of shipboard
equipment and the safe and secure navigation of
vessels, including environmental considerations.

(C) An assessment of the impact of such au-
tonomous and remote technologies, and all asso-
ciated technologies, on labor, including—

(1)  roles  for  credentialed — and
noncredentialed workers regarding such au-
tonomous, remote, and associated tech-

nologies; and
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(i11) traiming and workforce develop-
ment needs associated with such tech-
nologies.

(D) An assessment and evaluation of regu-
latory requirements necessary to guide the devel-
opment of future autonomous, remote, and asso-
ciated technologies in the operation of shipboard
equipment and safe and secure navigation of ves-
sels.

(E) An assessment of the extent to which
such technologies are being used in other coun-
tries and how such countries have requlated such
technologies.

(F) Recommendations regarding authoriza-
tion, infrastructure, and other requirements nec-
essary for the wmplementation of such tech-

nologies in the United States.

(3) CONSULTATION.—The report required under

paragraph (1) shall include, at a minimum, consulta-
tion with the maritime industry including—

(A) wvessel operators, including commercial

carriers, entities engaged in exploring for, devel-

oping, or producing resources, including non-

mineral enerqy resources in its offshore areas,
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and supporting entities in the maritime indus-

try;

(B) shipboard personnel impacted by any
change to autonomous vessel operations, in order
to assess the various benefits and risks associated
with the implementation of autonomous, remote,
and associated technologies in the operation of
shipboard equipment and safe and secure navi-
gation of vessels and the impact such technologies
would have on maritime jobs and maritime
manpower; and

(C) relevant federally funded research insti-
tutions, non-governmental organizations, and
academaa.

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL—The
term  “merchant mariner credential” means a mer-
chant mariner license, certificate, or document that
the Secretary is authorized to issue pursuant to title
46, Unated States Code.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary” means
the Secretary of the department in which the Coast
Guard 1s operating.
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SEC. 505. EXONERATION AND LIMITATION OF LIABILITY
FOR SMALL PASSENGER VESSELS.
(a) RESTRUCTURING.—Chapter 305 of title 46, United
States Code, s amended—
(1) by nserting before section 30501 the fol-
lowing:
“Subchapter I—General Provisions’;
(2) by inserting before section 30503 the fol-
lowing:
“Subchapter II—Exoneration and Limitation
of Liability”;
and
(3) by redesignating sections 30503 through
30512 as sections 30521 through 30530, respectively.
(b) DEFINITIONS.—Section 30501 of title 46, United
States Code, is amended to read as follows:
“§30501. Definitions
“In this chapter:
“(1) COVERED SMALL PASSENGER VESSEL.—The
term ‘covered small passenger vessel—
“(A) means a small passenger vessel, as de-
fined wn section 2101, that i1s—
“(1) not a wing-in-ground craft; and
“(1n) carrying—
“(I) not more than 49 passengers
on an overnight domestic voyage; and
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“(II) mot more than 150 pas-

sengers on any voyage that is not an
overnight domestic voyage; and
“(B) includes any wooden vessel constructed
prior to March 11, 1996, carrying at least 1 pas-
senger for hire.

“(2) OWNER.—The term ‘owner’ includes «
charterer that mans, supplies, and navigates a vessel
at the charterer’s own expense or by the charterer’s
own procurement.”.

(¢) APPLICABILITY.—Section 30502 of title 46, United

12 States Code, 1s amended—

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

(1) by striking “Except as otherwise provided”
and inserting the following: “(a) IN GENERAL—Ez-
cept as to covered small passenger vessels and as oth-
erwise provided”;

(2) by striking “section 305037 and inserting
“section 305217; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(b) ArpLicATION.—Notwithstanding subsection (a),

the requirements of section 30526 of this title shall apply

22 to covered small passenger vessels.”.

23

24 LiMITING TIME FOR BRINGING ACTION.

(d) PROVISIONS REQUIRING NOTICE OF CLAIM OR

Section 30526 of
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title 46, United States Code, as redesignated by subsection

2 (a), is amended—

3 (1) in subsection (a), by inserting “and covered
4 small passenger vessels” after “seagoing vessels”; and
5 (2) in subsection (b)—

6 (A4) in  paragraph (1), by striking “6
7 months” and inserting “2 years”; and

8 (B) in paragraph (2), by striking “one
9 year” and inserting “2 years”.

10 () CHAPTER ANALYSIS.—The analysis for chapter 305
11 of title 46, United States Code, s amended—

12 (1) by wnserting before the item relating to sec-
13 tion 30501 the following:

“SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS”:
14 (2) by inserting after the item relating to section
15 30502 the following:
“SUBCHAPTER II—EXONERATION AND LIMITATION OF LIABILITY;
16 (3) by striking the item relating to section 30501
17 and inserting the following:
“30501. Definitions.”;

18 and

19 (4) by redestgnating the items relating to sec-
20 tions 30503 through 30512 as items relating to sec-
21 tions 30521 through 30530, respectively.
22 (f) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Thtle 46, United

23 States Code, is further amended—
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(1) wn section 14305(a)(5), by striking “section
30506 and inserting “section 30524

(2) i section 30523(a), as redesignated by sub-
section (a), by striking “section 30506 and inserting
“section 305247;

(3) in section 30524(D), as redesignated by sub-
section (a), by striking “section 30505 and inserting
“section 30523”; and

(4) wn section 30525, as redesignated by sub-
section (a)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking “sections 30505 and 30506” and in-

serting “sections 30523 and 305247

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking “section

305057 and inserting “section 305237; and

(C) in paragraph (2), by striking “section

30506(b)” and inserting “section 30524(b)”.

SEC. 506. MORATORIUM ON TOWING VESSEL INSPECTION
USER FEES.

Notwithstanding section 9701 of title 31, United States
Code, and section 2110 of title 46 of such Code, the Sec-
retary of the department in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating may not charge an inspection fee for a towing vessel
that has a certificate of inspection issued under subchapter

M of chapter I of title 46, Code of Federal Regulations (or
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1 any successor requlation), and that uses the Towing Safety

2 Management System option for compliance with such sub-

3 chapter, until—

4

O o0 9 O W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

SEC.

(1) the completion of the review required under
section 815 of the Frank LoBiondo Coast Guard Au-
thorization Act of 2018 (14 U.S.C. 946 note; Public
Law 115-282); and

(2) the promulgation of regulations to establish
specific inspection fees for such vessels.

507. CERTAIN HISTORIC PASSENGER VESSELS.
(a) REPORT ON COVERED HISTORIC VESSELS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller
General of the United States shall submat to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Commaittee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a re-
port evaluating the practicability of the application
of section 3306(n)(3)(A)(v) of title 46, United States
Code, to covered historic vessels.

(2) FELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An assessment of the compliance, as of
the date on which the report is submitted in ac-

cordance with paragraph (1), of covered historic
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vessels with section 3306(n)(3)(A)(v) of title 46,
United States Code.

(B) An assessment of the safety record of
covered historic vessels.

(C) An assessment of the risk, if any, that
modifying the requirements under section
3306(n)(3)(A)(v) of title 46, United States Code,
would have on the safety of passengers and crew
of covered historic vessels.

(D) An evaluation of the economic practica-
bility of the compliance of covered historic vessels
with such section 3306(n)(3)(A)(v) and whether
that compliance would meaningfully 1mprove
safety of passengers and crew in a manner that
18 both feasible and economically practicable.

(E) Any recommendations to improve safety
m o addition  to, or an liew of, such section
3306(n)(3)(A)(v).

(F) Any other recommendations as the
Comptroller General determines are appropriate
with respect to the applicability of such section
3306(n)(3)(A)(v) to covered historic vessels.

(G) An assessment to determine if covered
historic vessels could be provided an exemption

to such section 3306(n)(3)(A)(v) and what
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changes to leqislative or rulemaking require-
ments, including  modifications to  section
177.500(q) of title 46, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (as wn effect on the date of enactment of
this Act), are mnecessary to provide the Com-
mandant the authority to make such exemption
or to otherwise provide for such exemption.

(b) CONSULTATION.

In completing the report re-
quired under subsection (a)(1), the Comptroller General
may consult with—
(1) the National Transportation Safety Board;
(2) the Coast Guard; and
(3) the maritime industry, including relevant
federally funded research institutions, mnongovern-
mental organizations, and academia.
(¢) EXTENSION FOR COVERED HISTORIC VESSELS.—
The captain of a port may waive the requirements of section
3306(n)(3)(A)(v) of title 46, United States Code, with re-
spect to covered historic vessels for not more than 2 years
after the date of submission of the report required by sub-
section (a) to Congress in accordance with such subsection.
(d) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this section shall
limit any authority available, as of the date of enactment

of this Act, to the captain of a port with respect to safety
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measures or any other authority as necessary for the safety
of covered historic vessels.

(¢) NOTICE TO PASSENGERS.—A covered historic vessel
that receives a waiver under subsection (¢) shall, beginning
on the date on which the requirements under section
3306(n)(3)(A)(v) of title 46, Unated States Code, take effect,
provide a prominently displayed notice on its website, ticket
counter, and each ticket for passengers that the vessel is ex-
empt from meeting the Coast Guard safety compliance
standards concerning egress as provided for under such sec-
tion 3306(n)(3)(A)(v).

(f) DEFINITION OF COVERED HISTORIC VESSELS.—In

this section, the term “covered historic vessels” means the

Jollowing:

(1) American Eagle (Official Number 229913).
(2) Angelique (Official Number 623562).

(3) Heritage (Official Number 649561).

(4) J & E Riggin (Official Number 226422).
(5) Ladona (Official Number 222228).

(6) Lewis R. French (Official Number 015801).
(7) Mary Day (Official Number 288714).

(8) Stephen Taber (Official Number 115409).
(9) Victory Chimes (Official Number 136784).
(10) Grace Bailey (Official Number 085754).
(11) Mercantile (Official Number 214388).
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(12) Mistress (Official Number 509004).
SEC. 508. COAST GUARD DIGITAL REGISTRATION.
Section 12304(a) of title 46, United States Code, 1is
amended—
(1) by striking “shall be pocketsized,”; and
(2) by striking “, and may be valid” and insert-
mg “and may be in hard copy or digital form. The
certificate shall be valid”.
SEC. 509. RESPONSES TO SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 7 of title 14, United States
Code, 1s amended by adding at the end the following:
“§721. Responses to safety recommendations
“la) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after the
submission to the Commandant of a recommendation and
supporting justification by the National Transportation
Safety Board relating to transportation safety, the Com-
mandant shall submat to the National Transportation Safe-
ty Board a written response to the recommendation, which
shall include whether the Commandant—
“(1) concurs with the recommendation;
“(2) partially concurs with the recommendation;
or
“(3) does not concur with the recommendation.
“(b) EXPLANATION OF (CONCURRENCE.—A response

under subsection (a) shall include—
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“(1) with respect to a recommendation with
which the Commandant concurs, an explanation of
the actions the Commandant intends to take to imple-
ment such recommendation;

“(2) with respect to a recommendation with
which the Commandant partially concurs, an expla-
nation of the actions the Commandant intends to take
to wmplement the portion of such recommendation
with which the Commandant partially concurs; and

“(3) with respect to a recommendation with
which the Commandant does not concur, the reasons
the Commandant does not concur.

“(c) FAILURE To RESPOND.—If the National Trans-
portation Safety Board has not received the written re-
sponse required under subsection (a) by the end of the time
period described in that subsection, the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board shall notify the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the
Commattee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives that such response has not been
received.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chapter
7 of title 14, United States Code, is amended by adding

at the end the following:

“721. Responses to safety recommendations.”.
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SEC. 510. COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

STUDY AND REPORT ON THE COAST GUARD’S
OVERSIGHT OF THIRD PARTY ORGANIZA-
TIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL—The Comptroller General of the

United States shall initiate a review, not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, that assesses the

Coast Guard’s oversight of third party organizations.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required under subsection

(a) shall analyze the following:

(1) Coast Guard utilization of third party orga-
nizations vn its prevention mission, and the extent the
Coast Guard plans to increase such use to enhance
prevention mission performance, including resource
utilization and specialized expertise.

(2) The extent the Coast Guard has assessed the
potential risks and benefits of using third party orga-
nizations to support prevention mission activities.

(3) The extent the Coast Guard provides over-
sight of third party organizations authorized to sup-
port prevention mission activities.

(¢) REPORT.—The Comptroller General shall submat

the results from this study not later than 1 year after initi-

24 ating the review to the Commattee on Commerce, Science,

25

and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on
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Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives.
SEC. 511. ARTICULATED TUG-BARGE MANNING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the watch setting
requirements set forth in section 8104 of title 46, United
States Code, the Secretary of the department in which the
Coast Guard s operating shall authorize an Officer in
Charge, Marine Inspection to issue an amended certificate
of imspection that does not require engine room watch set-
ting to inspected towing vessels certificated prior to July
19, 2022, forming part of an articulated tug-barge unait,
provided that such vessels are equipped with engineering
control and monitoring systems of a type accepted for no
engine room watch setting under a previously approved
Minimum Safe Manning Document or certificate of inspec-
tion for articulated tug-barge units.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CERTIFICATE OF INSPECTION.—The term
“certificate of inspection” means a certificate of in-
spection under subchapter M of chapter I of title 46,
Code of Federal Regulations.

(2) INSPECTED TOWING VESSEL—The term “in-
spected towing vessel” means a vessel issued a Certifi-

cate of Inspection.
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1 SEC. 512. ALTERNATE SAFETY COMPLIANCE PROGRAM EX-

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

CEPTION FOR CERTAIN VESSELS.

Section 4503a of title 46, United States Code, s

amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (d) through (f)
as subsections (e) through (g), respectively; and

(2) by nserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing:
“(d) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a vessel that—

“(1) is 79 feet or less in length as listed on the
vessel’s certificate of documentation or certificate of
number; and

“(2)(A) successfully completes a dockside exam-
mation by the Secretary every 2 years in accordance
with section 4502(f)(2) of this title; and

“(B) wisibly displays a current decal dem-
onstrating examination compliance in the pilothouse
or equivalent space.”.

Subtitle B—Other Matters

SEC. 521. DEFINITION OF A STATELESS VESSEL.

Section 70502(d)(1) of title 46, United States Code,

15 amended—

(1) wn subparagraph (B), by striking “and” after
the semacolon;
(2) i subparagraph (C), by striking the period

at the end and inserting *; and”; and
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(3) by adding at the end the following new sub-
paragraph:

“(D) a wvessel aboard which no individual,
on request of an officer of the United States au-
thorized to enforce applicable provisions of
United States law, clavms to be the master or is
wdentified as the individual i charge and that
has no other clavm of nationality or registry
under paragraph (1) or (2) of subsection (e).”.

SEC. 522. REPORT ON ENFORCEMENT OF COASTWISE LAWS.
Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Commandant shall submit to Congress a report
describing any changes to the enforcement of chapters 121
and 551 of title 46, United States Code, as a result of the
amendments to section 4(a)(1) of the Outer Continental
Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1333(a)(1)) made by section
9503 of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116—
283).
SEC. 523. STUDY ON MULTI-LEVEL SUPPLY CHAIN SECU-
RITY STRATEGY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
HOMELAND SECURITY.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General of the

Unated States shall initiate a study that assesses the efforts
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of the Department of Homeland Security with respect to

securing vessels and maritime cargo bound for the Unated
States from national security related risks and threats.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required under subsection
(a) shall assess the following:

(1) Programs that comprise the maritime strat-
eqy of the Department of Homeland Security for se-
curing vessels and maritime cargo bound for the
United States, and the extent that such programs
cover the critical components of the global supply
chain.

(2) The extent to which the components of the
Department of Homeland Security responsible for
maritime security issues have implemented leading
practices in collaboration.

(3) The extent to which the Department of
Homeland Security has assessed the effectiveness of its
maritime security strategy.

(¢c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after initiating
the study under subsection (a), the Comptroller General of
the Unated States shall submit the results from the study
to the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Commaittee on Transportation

and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives.
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SEC. 524. STUDY TO MODERNIZE THE MERCHANT MARINER

LICENSING AND DOCUMENTATION SYSTEM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Commandant shall submait
to the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation and the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate,
and the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
and the Committee on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives, a report on the financial, human, and infor-
mation technology infrastructure resources needed to estab-
lish an electronic merchant mariner licensing and docu-
mentation system.

(b) LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY SUGGESTIONS.—
The report described in subsection (a) shall include rec-
ommendations for such legislative or administrative actions
as the Commandant determines necessary to establish the
electronic merchant mariner licensing and documentation
system described 1n subsection (a) as soon as possible.

(¢c) GAO REPORT—

(1) IN GENERAL.—By not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the Unated States, in consultation
with the Commandant, shall prepare and submit a
report to Congress that evaluates the current proc-

esses, as of the date of enactment of this Act, of the
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1 Natronal Maritime Center for processing and approv-
2 g merchant mariner credentials.

3 (2) CONTENTS OF EVALUATION.—The evaluation
4 conducted under paragraph (1) shall include—

5 (A) an analysis of the effectiveness of the
6 current merchant mariner credentialing process,
7 as of the date of enactment of this Act;

8 (B) an analysis of the backlogs relating to
9 the merchant mariner credentialing process and
10 the reasons for such backlogs; and

11 (C) recommendations for improving and ex-
12 pediting the merchant wmariner credentialing
13 process.

14 (3) DEFINITION OF MERCHANT MARINER CRE-
15 DENTIAL.—In this subsection, the term “merchant
16 mariner credential” means a merchant mariner li-
17 cense, certificate, or document that the Secretary of
18 the department in which the Coast Guard 1is oper-
19 ating 1s authorized to issue pursuant to title 46,
20 United States Code.

21 SEC. 525. STUDY AND REPORT ON DEVELOPMENT AND

22 MAINTENANCE OF MARINER RECORDS DATA-
23 BASE.
24 (a) STUDY.—
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(1) IN GENERAL—The Secretary, in coordina-
tion with the Commandant and the Administrator of
the Maritime Administration and the Commander of
the United States Transportation Command, shall
conduct a study on the potential benefits and feasi-
bility of developing and maintaining a Coast Guard
database that—

(A) contains records with respect to each
credentialed mariner, including credential valid-
iy, drug and alcohol testing results, and infor-
mation on any final adjudicated agency action
mvolving a credentialed mariner or regarding
any imvolvement in a marime casualty; and

(B) maintains such records wn a manner
such that data can be readily accessed by the
Federal Government for the purpose of assessing
workforce needs and for the purpose of the eco-
nomic and national security of the United
States.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study required under para-
graph (1) shall—

(A) include an assessment of the resources,
meluding information technology, and authori-
ties mecessary to develop and maintain the data-

base described in such paragraph; and
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(B) specifically address the protection of the

privacy interests of any individuals whose infor-

mation may be contained within the database,

which shall include limiting access to the data-
base or having access to the database be mon-
wtored Dy, or accessed through, a member of the

Coast Guard.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate and the Commattee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a report on
the results of the study under subsection (a), including find-
ings, conclusions, and recommendations.

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1)  CREDENTIALED  MARINER.—The  term
“credentialed mariner” means an individual with a
merchant mariner license, certificate, or document
that the Secretary is authorized to issue pursuant to
title 46, United States Code.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary” means
the Secretary of the Department in which the Coast
Guard 1s operating.
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SEC. 526. ASSESSMENT REGARDING APPLICATION PROCESS

FOR MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIALS.

(a) IN GENERAL—The Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard is operating shall conduct an assess-
ment to determine the resources, including personnel and
computing resources, required to—

(1) reduce the amount of time necessary to proc-
ess merchant marimer credentialing applications to
not more than 2 weeks after the date of receipt; and

(2) develop and maintain an electronic merchant
mariner credentialing application.

(b) BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the
department in which the Coast Guard is operating shall
provide a briefing to the Commattee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives with the results of the assessment required
under subsection (a).

(¢) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term “merchant
mariner credentialing application” means a credentialing
application for a merchant mariner license, certificate, or
document that the Secretary is authorized to issue pursuant

to title 46, Unated States Code.
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1 SEC. 527. MILITARY TO MARINERS ACT OF 2022.

2 (a) SHORT TrrLE.—This section may be cited as the
3 “Military to Mariners Act of 20227

4 (b) FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS.—

5 (1) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following
6 findings:

7 (A) The United States Uniformed Services
8 are composed of the world’s most highly trained
9 and professional servicemembers.

10 (B) A robust Merchant Marine and ensur-
11 g United States mariners can compete in the
12 global workforce are vital to economic and na-
13 tional security.

14 (C)  Attracting additional trained and
15 credentialed marimers, particularly from active
16 duty servicemembers and military veterans, will
17 support United States national security require-
18 ments and provide meaningful, well-paying jobs
19 to Unated States veterans.

20 (D) There 1s a need to ensure that the Fed-
21 eral Government has a robust, state of the art,
22 and efficient merchant mariner credentialing
23 system to support economic and national secu-
24 rity.

25 (2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
26 Congress that—
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(A) veterans and members of the Uniformed
Services who pursue credentialing to join the
United States Merchant Marine should receive
vigorous support; and

(B) it is incumbent upon the regulatory
bodies of the United States to streamline regula-
twons to facilitate transition of veterans and
members of the Uniformed Services into the
United States Merchant Marine to maintain a
strong maritime presence in the United States

and worldwide.

(¢) MODIFICATION OF SEA SERVICE REQUIREMENTS
FOR MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIALS FOR VETERANS

AND MEMBERS OF THE UNIFORMED SERVICES.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL.—
The term “merchant mariner credential” has the
meaning given the term in section 7510 of title
46, United States Code.

(B) SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary”
means the Secretary of the department in which
the Coast Guard 1s operating.

(C)  UNIFORMED  SERVICES.—The term

“Uniformed Services” has the meaning given the
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term  “uniformed services” in section 2101 of

title 5, Unated States Code.

(2)

REVIEW  AND  REGULATIONS.—Notwith-

standing any other provision of law, not later than

2 years after the date of enactment of this Act, the

Secretary shall—

*S 4802 RS

(A) review and examine—

(1) the requirements and procedures for
veterans and members of the Uniformed
Services to recetwve a merchant mariner cre-
dential;

(11) the classifications of sea service ac-
quired through traiming and service as a
member of the Uniformed Services and level
of equivalence to sea service on merchant
vessels;

(111) the amount of sea service, includ-
g percent of the total time onboard for
purposes of equivalent wunderway service,
that unll be accepted as required experience
Jor all endorsements for applicants for a
merchant mariner credential who are vet-
erans or members of the Uniformed Serv-

ces;
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(B) provide the availability for a fully

mternet-based application process for a mer-

chant mariner credential, to the maximum ex-

tent practicable; and

(C) issue new requlations to—

(1) reduce paperwork, delay, and other
burdens for applicants for a merchant mar-
wmer credential who are veterans and mem-
bers of the Uniformed Services, and, if de-
termined to be appropriate, increase the ac-
ceptable percentages of time equivalent to
sea service for such applicants; and

(11) reduce burdens and create a means
of alternative compliance to demonstrate in-
structor competency for Standards of Train-
wmg, Certification and Watchkeeping for

Seafarers courses.

(3) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out paragraph

(2), the Secretary shall consult with the National

Merchant Marine Personnel Advisory Committee tak-

g wnto account the present and future needs of the

United States Merchant Marine labor workforce.

(4) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the

date of enactment of this Act, the Committee on the

Marine Transportation System shall submit to the
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Commattee on  Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate, the Committee on Armed Serv-
tces of the Senate, the Committee on Energy and
Commerce of the House of Representatives, and the
Commattee on Armed Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives, a report that contains an update on the
activities carried out to vmplement—
(A) the July 2020 report by the Commaittee
on the Marine Transportation System to the
White House Office of Trade and Manufacturing
Policy on the implementation of Executive Order
13860 (84 Fed. Reg. 8407; relating to supporting
the transition of active duty servicemembers and
military veterans into the Merchant Marine);
and
(B) section 3511 of the National Defense
Authorization Act of 2020 (Public Law 116-92;
133 Stat. 1978).
(d) ASSESSMENT OF SKILLBRIDGE FOR EMPLOYMENT
AS A MERCHANT MARINER.—The Secretary of the depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard is operating, in collabora-
tion with the Secretary of Defense, shall assess the use of
the SkillBridge program of the Department of Defense as
a means for transitioning active duty sea service personnel

toward employment as a merchant mariner.
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1 SEC. 528. FLOATING DRY DOCKS.

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Section 55122(a) of title 46, United States Code, 1is

amended—

(1) i paragraph (1)(C)—

(A4) by striking “(C)” and inserting
“C)i)”;

(B) by striking “2015; and” and inserting
“2015; or”; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(11) had a letter of intent for purchase by
such shipyard or affiliate signed prior to such
date of enactment; and”; and
(2) in paragraph (2), by inserting “or occurs be-

tween Honolulu, Hawaiw, and Pearl Harbor, Ha-

war” before the period at the end.

TITLE VI—SEXUAL ASSAULT AND

SEXUAL HARASSMENT PRE-
VENTION AND RESPONSE

SEC. 601. DEFINITIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL—Section 2101 of title 46, United

States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (45) through
(54) as paragraphs (47) through (56), respectively;
and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (44) the fol-

lowing:
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“(45) ‘sexual assault’ means any form of abuse
or contact as defined in chapter 1094 of title 18, or
a substantially similar offense under a State, local, or
Tribal law.

“(46) ‘sexual harassment’ means any of the fol-
lowing:

“(A) Conduct towards an individual (which

may have been by the individual’s supervisor, a

supervisor i another area, a coworker, or an-

other credentialed mariner) that—

“(r) anvolves unwelcome sexual ad-
vances, requests for sexual favors, or delib-
erate or repeated offensive comments or ges-
tures of a sexual nature, when—

“(I) submassion to such conduct is

made either explicitly or tvmplicitly a

term or condition of employment, pay,

career, benefits, or entitlements of the
ndwvidual;

“(11) any submission to, or rejec-
tion of, such conduct by the individual

18 used as a basis for decisions affect-

g the individual’s job, pay, career,

benefits, or entitlements; or
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1 “(I11) such conduct has the pur-
2 pose or effect of unreasonably inter-
3 Jering with the individual’s work per-
4 formance or creates an intimidating,
5 hostile, or offensive working environ-
6 ment; and

7 “(11) 1s so severe or pervasive that a
8 reasonable person would perceive, and the
9 mdividual does perceive, the environment as
10 hostile or offensive.

11 “(B) Any use or condonation by any person
12 moa supervisory or command position of any
13 Jorm of sexual behavior to control, influence, or
14 affect the career, pay, or job of an individual
15 who 1s a subordinate to the person.

16 “(C) Any intentional or repeated unwel-
17 come verbal comment or gesture of a sexual na-
18 ture towards or about an individual by the indi-
19 vidual’s supervisor, a supervisor in another area,
20 a coworker, or another credentialed mariner.”.
21 (b) REPORT.—The Commandant shall submit to the

22 Commattee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the
23 House of Representatives and the Commaittee on Commerce,

24 Science, and Transportation of the Senate a report describ-
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1 g any changes the Commandant may propose to the defi-

2 nitions added by the amendments in subsection (a).

3 (¢) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

4 (1) Section 2113(3) of title 46, Unated States

5 Code, 1s amended by striking “section 2101(51)(A)”

6 and nserting “section 2101(53)(A)”.

7 (2) Section 4105 of title 46, Unated States Code,

8 18 amended—

9 (A) in subsections (b)(1) and (c), by strik-
10 g “section 2101(51)” each place it appears and
11 mserting “section 2101(53)”; and
12 (B) in subsection (d), by striking “section
13 2101(51)(A)” and mserting “section
14 2101(53)(A)”.

15 (3) Section 1131(a)(1)(E) of title 49, Unated
16 States  Code, 1is amended by striking “section
17 2101(46)” and inserting “116”.

18 SEC. 602. CONVICTED SEX OFFENDER AS GROUNDS FOR DE-

19 NIAL.
20 (a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 75 of title 46, United

21 States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end the following:
22 “§7511. Convicted sex offender as grounds for denial
23 “(a) SEXUAL ABUSE.—A license, certificate of registry,

24 or merchant mariner’s document authorized to be issued

*S 4802 RS



18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

701

under this part shall be denied to an indwidual who has
been convicted of a sexual offense prohibited under—
“(1) chapter 109A of title 18, except for sub-
section (b) of section 2244 of title 18; or
“(2) a substantially similar offense under a

State, local, or Tribal law.

“(b) ABUSIVE SEXUAL CONTACT.—A license, certifi-
cate of registry, or merchant mariner’s document authorized
to be issued under this part may be denied to an individual
who within 5 years before applying for the license, certifi-
cate, or document, has been convicted of a sexual offense
prohibited under subsection (b) of section 2244 of title 18,
or a substantially similar offense under a State, local, or
Tribal law.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chapter
75 of title 46, United States Code, 1s amended by adding
at the end the following:

“7511. Convicted sex offender as grounds for denial.”.
SEC. 603. ACCOMMODATION; NOTICES.
Section 11101 of title 46, United States Code, 1is
amended—
(1) wn subsection (a)—
(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ; and”
and imserting a semicolon;
(B) in paragraph (4), by striking the period
at the end and inserting *; and”; and
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(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(5) each crew berthing area shall be equipped

with information regarding—

“(A) vessel owner or company policies pro-

hibiting sexual assault, sexual harassment, retal-

wation, and drug and alcohol use; and

“(B) procedures and resources to report al-

legations of sexual assault and sexual harass-

ment, including information—

*S 4802 RS

“(0) on the contact information,
website address, and mobile application of
the Coast Guard Investigative Services and
the Coast Guard National Command Cen-
ter, an order to report allegations of sexual
assault or sexual harassment;

“(11) on wvessel owner or company pro-
cedures to report violations of company pol-
ey and access resources;

“(111) on resources provided by outside
organizations such as sexual assault hot-
lines and counseling;

“w) on the retention period for sur-
veillance video recording after an incident
of sexual harassment or sexual assault is re-

ported; and
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“(v) on additional items specified in
requlations issued by, and at the discretion
of, the Secretary.”; and
(2) in subsection (d), by adding at the end the
Jollowing: “In each washing place in a wvisible loca-
tion, there shall be information regarding procedures
and resources to report alleged sexual assault and sex-
wal harassment upon the vessel, and wvessel owner or
company policies prohibiting sexual assault and sex-
wal harassment, retaliation, and drug and alcohol
use.”.
SEC. 604. PROTECTION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION.
Section 2114(a) of title 46, United States Code, 1is
amended—
(1) wn paragraph (1)—

(A4) by redesignating subparagraphs (B)
through (G) as subparagraphs (C) through (H),
respectively; and

(B) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the
Jollowing:

“(B) the seaman in good faith has reported
or is about to report to the vessel owner, Coast
Guard, or other appropriate Federal agency or
department sexual harassment or sexual assault

against the seaman or knowledge of sexual har-
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assment or sexual assault against another sea-
man;”’; and
(2) in paragraphs (2) and (3), by striking
“paragraph (1)(B)” each place it appears and insert-
g “paragraph (1)(C)”.
SEC. 605. ALCOHOL AT SEA.

(a) IN GENERAL—The Commandant shall seek to
enter into an agreement with the National Academy of
Sciences not later than 1 year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act under which the National Academy of
Sciences shall prepare an assessment to determine safe levels
of alcohol consumption and possession by crew members
aboard vessels of the Unated States engaged in commercial
service, except when such possession 1s associated with the
commercial sale to indiwviduals aboard the vessel who are
not crew members.

(b) ASSESSMENT.—The assessment under this section
shall—

(1) take into account the safety and security of
every idwidual on the vessel;

(2) take into account reported incidences of sex-
wal harassment or sexual assault, as defined in sec-

tion 2101 of title 46, United States Code; and
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(3) provide any appropriate recommendations

Jor any changes to laws, including regulations, or em-

ployer policies.

(¢) SUBMISSION.—Upon completion of the assessment

under this section, the National Academy of Sciences shall
submit the assessment to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate, the Commattee
on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Commandant, and the Secretary of the de-

partment in which the Coast Guard is operating.

(d) REGULATIONS.—The Commandant—

(1) shall review the findings and recommenda-
tions of the assessment under thas section by not later
than 180 days after receiving the assessment wunder
subsection (¢); and

(2) taking into account the safety and security
of every individual on vessels of the United States en-
gaged 1 commercial service, may issue requlations
relating to alcohol consumption on such vessels.

(e) REPORT REQUIRED.—If; by the date that is 2 years

21 after the receipt of the assessment under subsection (c), the

22 Commandant does not issue requlations under subsection

23 (d), the Commandant shall provide a report by such date

24 to the appropriate commattees of Congress—
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(1) regarding the rationale for not issuing such
requlations; and
(2) providing other recommendations as mnec-
essary to ensure safety at sea.
SEC. 606. SEXUAL HARASSMENT OR SEXUAL ASSAULT AS
GROUNDS FOR SUSPENSION AND REVOCA-
TION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 77 of title 46, United
States Code, 1s amended by inserting after section 7704 the
Jollowing:

“$§7704a. Sexual harassment or sexual assault as
grounds for suspension and revocation

“la) SEXUAL HARASSMENT.—If 1t is shown at a hear-
g under this chapter that a holder of a license, certificate
of registry, or merchant mariner’s document issued under
this part, within 10 years before the beginning of the sus-
pension and revocation proceedings, 1s the subject of a sub-
stantiated claim of sexual harassment, then the license, cer-
tificate of registry, or merchant mariner’s document shall
be suspended or revoked.

“(b) SEXUAL ASSAULT—If it is shown at a hearing
under thas chapter that a holder of a license, certificate of
registry, or merchant mariner’s document issued under this
part, within 20 years before the beginning of the suspension

and revocation proceedings, 1s the subject of a substantiated
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1 clavm of sexual assault, then the license, certificate of reg-

2 astry, or merchant mariner’s document shall be revoked.

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

“(c¢) SUBSTANTIATED CLAIM.—

“(1) IN GENERAL—In this section, the term

‘substantiated claim’ means—

“(A) a legal proceeding or agency action in
any adminmistrative proceeding that determines
the indwidual commaitted sexual harassment or
sexual assault n violation of any Federal, State,
local, or Tribal law or regulation and for which
all appeals have been exhausted, as applicable; or

“(B) a determination after an investigation
by the Coast Guard that it is more likely than
not that the indwidual commatted sexual harass-
ment or sexual assault as defined in section
2101, if the determination affords appropriate
due process rghts to the subject of the investiga-
tion.

“(2) INVESTIGATION BY THE COAST GUARD.—An

mvestigation by the Coast Guard under paragraph
(1)(B) shall include evaluation of the following mate-
rials that shall be provided to the Coast Guard:

“(4) Any inquiry or determination made

by the employer of the individual as to whether
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the wndwidual commaitted sexual harassment or

sexual assault.

“(B) Upon request from the Coast Guard,
any nvestigative materials, documents, records,
or files in the possession of an employer or
Jormer employer of the individual that are re-
lated to the claim of sexual harassment or sexual
assault by the individual.

“(3) ADDITIONAL REVIEW.—A license, certificate
of registry, or merchant mariner’s document shall not
be suspended or revoked under subsection (a) or (b),
unless the substantiated claim 1is reviewed and af-
firmed, wn accordance with the applicable definition
m section 2101, by an administrative law judge at
the same suspension or revocation hearing under this
chapter described in subsection (a) or (b), as applica-
ble.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chapter
77 of title 46, United States Code, is amended by inserting

after the item relating to section 7704 the following:

“7704a. Sexual harassment or sexual assault as grounds for suspension or revoca-
tion.”.

SEC. 607. SURVEILLANCE REQUIREMENTS.
(a) IN GENERAL—Part B of subtitle II of title 46,
Unated States Code, is amended by adding at the end the

Jollowing:
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“CHAPTER 49—OCEANGOING

NONPASSENGER COMMERCIAL VESSELS

“§4901. Surveillance requirements

“(a) APPLICABILITY.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The requirements in this sec-
tion shall apply to vessels engaged in commercial
service that do not carry passengers and are any of
the following:

“(A) A documented vessel with overnight ac-
commodations for at least 10 persons on board
that—

“(1) 1s on a voyage of at least 600
miles and crosses seaward of the boundary
line; or

“(1n) 1s at least 24 meters (79 feet) in
overall length and required to have a load
line under chapter 51.

“(B) A documented wvessel on an inter-
national voyage that is of—

“(r) at least 500 gross tons as meas-
ured under section 14502; or

“(1n) an alternate tonnage measured
under section 14302 as prescribed by the

Secretary under section 14104.
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“(C) A wvessel with overnight accommoda-
tions for at least 10 persons on board that are
operating for no less than 72 hours on waters
superjacent to the outer Continental Shelf (as de-
fined in section 2(a) of the Outer Continental
Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1331(a)).

“(2) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding paragraph
(1), the requirements in this section shall not apply
to any fishing vessel, fish processing vessel, or fish
tender vessel.
“(b) REQUIREMENT FOR MAINTENANCE OF VIDEO

SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM.—FEach vessel to which this section

applies shall mainmtain a video surveillance system in ac-
cordance with this section.

“(¢) PLACEMENT OF VIDEO AND AUDIO SURVEILLANCE
EQUIPMENT. —

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The owner of a wvessel to
which this section applies shall install video and
audio surveillance equipment aboard the wvessel not
later than 2 years after the date of enactment of the
Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2022, or during the
next scheduled drydock, whichever is later.

“(2) LocATIONS.—Video and audio surveillance
equipment shall be placed in passageways onto which

doors from staterooms open. Such equipment shall be
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placed in a manner ensuring the visibility of every

door in each such passageway.

“(d) Norice or VIDEO AND AUDIO SURVEILLANCE.—
The owner of a vessel to which this section applies shall
provide clear and conspicuous signs on board the vessel no-
tifying the crew of the presence of video and audio surveil-
lance equipment.

“(e) ACCESS TO VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The owner of a wvessel to
which this section applies shall provide to any Fed-
eral, State, or other law enforcement official per-
Jormang official duties in the course and scope of a
criminal or marine safety investigation, upon request,
a copy of all records of video and audio surveillance
that the official believes may provide evidence of a
crime reported to law enforcement officials.

“(2) CrviL ACTIONS.—Euxcept as proscribed by
law enforcement authorities or court order, the owner
of a wvessel to which this section applies shall, upon
written request, provide to any indiwwvidual or the in-
dwvidual’s legal representative a copy of all records of
video and auwdio surveillance—

“(A) wn whach the individual 1s a subject of

the video and audio surveillance;
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“(B) if the request is in conjunction with a
legal proceeding or investigation; and
“(C) that may provide evidence of any sex-

ual harassment or sexual assault incident in a

civil action.

“(3) LIMITED ACCESS.—The owner of a vessel to
which this section applies shall ensure that access to
records of video and audio surveillance s limated to
the purposes described in this section and not used as
part of a labor action against a crew member or em-
ployment dispute unless used i a criminal or civil
action.

“(f) RETENTION REQUIREMENTS.—The owner of a ves-
sel to which this section applies shall retain all records of
audio and video surveillance for not less than 4 years after

the footage s obtained. Any video and audio surveillance

Jound to be associated with an alleged incident of sexual

harassment or sexual assault shall be retained by such
owner for not less than 10 years from the date of the alleged
wmeident. The Federal Bureaw of Investigation and the
Coast Guard are authorized access to all records of video
and audio surveillance relevant to an investigation into
eriminal conduct.

“(g) PERSONNEL TRAINING.—A wvessel owner, man-

aging operator, or employer of a seafarer (in this subsection
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referred to as the ‘company’) shall provide training for all
mdwiduals employed by the company for the purpose of
responding to incidents of sexual assault or sexual harass-
ment, including—
“(1) such training to ensure the individuals—
“(A) retain audio and visual records and
other evidence objectively; and
“(B) act impartially without influence from
the company or others; and
“(2) travming on applicable Federal, State, Trib-
al, and local laws and regulations regarding sexual
assault and sexual harassment investigations and re-
porting requirements.

“(h) DEFINITION OF OWNER.—In this section, the term
‘owner’ means the owner, charterer, managing operator,
master, or other individual in charge of a vessel.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis of subtitle
II at the beginming of title 46, United States Code, is
amended by adding after the item relating to chapter 47

the following:

“CHAPTER 49—OCEANGOING NONPASSENGER COMMERCIAL VESSELS”.
SEC. 608. MASTER KEY CONTROL.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 31 of title 46, United

States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end the following:
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“§3106. Master key control system

“la) IN GENERAL—The owner of a vessel subject to

spection under section 3301 shall—

“(1) ensure that such vessel is equipped with a
vessel master key control system, manual or elec-
tronie, which provides controlled access to all copies
of the vessel’s master key of which access shall only
be available to the individuals described i paragraph
(2);

“(2)(A) establish a list of all crew wmembers,
wdentified by position, allowed to access and use the
master key; and

“(B) maintain such list upon the vessel within
owner records and include such list in the vessel safe-
ty management system under section 3203(a)(6);

“(3) record i a log book, which may be elec-
tronic and shall be included wn the safety manage-
ment system under section 3203(a)(6), information on
all access and use of the vessel’s master key, includ-
mg—

“(A) dates and times of access;

“(B) the room or location accessed; and

“(C) the name and rank of the crew member
that used the master key; and

“(4) make the list under paragraph (2) and the

log book under paragraph (3) available upon request
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to any agent of the Federal Bureaw of Investigation,

any member of the Coast Guard, and any law en-

Jorcement officer performing official duties in the

course and scope of an investigation.

“(b) PROHIBITED USE.—A crew member not included
on the list described in subsection (a)(2) shall not have ac-
cess to or use the master key unless in an emergency and
shall ytmmediately notify the master and owner of the vessel
Jollowing access to or use of such key.

“(c) PENALTY.—Any crew member who violates sub-
section (b) shall be liable to the United States Government
Jor a civil penalty of not more than $1,000, and may be
subject to suspension or revocation under section 7703.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chapter
31 of title 46, Unated States Code, s amended by adding

at the end the following:

“3106. Master key control system.”.
SEC. 609. SAFETY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS.
Section 3203 of title 46, United States Code, is amend-
ed—
(1) in subsection (a)—
(A) by redesignating paragraphs (5) and
(6) as paragraphs (7) and (8), respectively; and
(B) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-

lowing:
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“(5) with respect to sexual harassment and sex-
wal assault, procedures and annual trainming require-
ments for all responsible persons and vessels to which
thas chapter applies on—

“(A) prevention;

“(B) bystander intervention;
“(C) reporting;

“(D) response; and

“(E) imvestigation;

“(6) the list required under section 3106(a)(2)
and the log book required under section 3106(a)(3);”;

(2) by redesignating subsections (b) and (c) as
subsections (d) and (e), respectively; and

(3) by nserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing:

“(b) PROCEDURES AND TRAINING REQUIREMENTS.—
In prescribing regulations for the procedures and training
requirements described in subsection (a)(5), such procedures
and requirements shall be consistent with the requirements
to report sexual harassment or sexual assault under section
10104.

“(c) AUDITS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL—Upon discovery of a failure
of a responsible person or vessel to comply with a re-

quirement under section 10104 during an audit of a
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safety management system or from other sources of
mformation acquirved by the Coast Guard (including
an audit or systematic review under section
10104(g)), the Secretary shall audit the safety man-
agement system of a vessel under this section to deter-
mine if there 1s a failure to comply with any other
requirement under section 10104.

“(2) CERTIFICATES.—

“(A) SUSPENSION.—During an audit of a
safety management system of a vessel required
under paragraph (1), the Secretary may suspend
the Safety Management Certificate issued for the
vessel under section 3205 and issue a separate
Safety Management Certificate for the wvessel to
be in effect for a 3-month period beginning on
the date of the issuance of such separate certifi-

cate.

“(B) REVOCATION.—AL the conclusion of an
audit of a safety management system required
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall revoke
the Safety Management Certificate issued for the

vessel under section 3205 if the Secretary deter-

mines—
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“(1) that the holder of the Safety Man-

agement Certificate knowingly, or repeat-
edly, failed to comply with section 10104; or
“(11) other failure of the safety man-
agement system resulted in the failure to
comply with such section.
“(3) DOCUMENTS OF COMPLIANCE.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Following an audit of
the safety management system of a vessel re-
quired under paragraph (1), the Secretary may
audit the safety management system of the re-
sponsible person for the vessel.

“(B) SUSPENSION.—During an audit under
subparagraph (A), the Secretary may suspend
the Document of Compliance issued to the re-
sponsible person under section 3205 and issue a
separate Document of Compliance to such person
to be in effect for a 3-month period beginning on
the date of the issuance of such separate docu-
ment.

“(C) REVOCATION.—At the conclusion of an
assessment or an audit of a safety management
system under subparagraph (A), the Secretary

shall revoke the Document of Compliance issued
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1 to the responsible person if the Secretary deter-
mines—

“(1) that the holder of the Document of

Compliance knowingly, or repeatedly, failed

to comply with section 10104; or

2

3

4

5

6 “(11) that other failure of the safety
7 management system resulted in the failure
8 to comply with such section.”.

O SEC. 610. REQUIREMENT TO REPORT SEXUAL ASSAULT AND
10 HARASSMENT.

11 Section 10104 of title 46, United States Code, is

12 amended by striking subsections (a) and (b) and inserting

13 the following:

14 “la) MANDATORY REPORTING BY CREW MEMBERS.—
15 “(1) IN GENERAL.—A crew member of a docu-
16 mented vessel shall report to the Commandant in ac-
17 cordance with subsection (¢) any complaint or inci-
18 dent of sexual harassment or sexuwal assault of which
19 the crew member has firsthand or personal knowledge.
20 “(2) PENALTY.—Kxcept as provided in para-
21 graph (3), a crew member with firsthand or personal
22 knowledge of a sexual assault or sexual harassment
23 meident on a documented vessel who knowingly fails
24 to report in compliance with paragraph (1) is liable
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to the Unated States Government for a civil penalty
of not more than $25,000.

“(3) AMNESTY.—A crew member who knowingly
Jfails to make the requirved reporting under paragraph
(1) shall not be subject to the penalty described in
paragraph (2) if the complaint s shared in con-
fidence with the crew member divectly from the indi-
vidual who experienced the sexual harassment or sex-
ual assault or the crew member is a victim advocate
as defined in section 40002(a) of the Violence Against
Women Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C. 12291(a)).

“(b) MANDATORY REPORTING BY VESSEL OWNER,

MASTER, MANAGING OPERATOR, OR KMPLOYER.—

“(1) IN GENERAL—A wessel owner, master, or
managing operator of a documented vessel or the em-
ployer of a seafarer on that vessel shall report to the
Commandant in accordance with subsection (c¢) any
complaint or incident of sexual harassment or sexual
assault imvolving a crew member in violation of em-
ployer policy or law of which such vessel owner, mas-
ter, managing operator, or employer of the seafarer is
made aware. Such reporting shall include results of
any mvestigation into the incident, of applicable, and

any action taken against the offending crew member.

*S 4802 RS



O© o0 3 O WD B W N

| \O JEE \© R O R \O R O B e e e e e T e e e e
A W D= O O 0NN N N R WD = O

721

“(2) PENALTY.—A vessel owner, master, or man-
aging operator of a documented vessel or the employer
of a seafarer on that vessel who knowingly fails to re-
port in compliance with paragraph (1) is liable to the
United States Government for a civil penalty of not
more than $50,000.

“(¢) REPORTING PROCEDURES.—

“(1) TIMING.—

“(A) REPORTS BY CREW MEMBERS.—A re-
port required under subsection (a) shall be made

as soon as practicable, but not later than 10

days after the individual develops firsthand or

personal knowledge of the sexual assault or sex-
ual harassment incident, to the Commandant by
the fastest telecommunications channel available.

“(B) REPORTS BY VESSEL OWNERS, MAS-

TERS, MANAGING OPERATORS, OR EMPLOYERS.—

A report required under subsection (b) shall be

made vmmediately after the vessel owner, master,

managing operator, or employer of the seafarer
gains knowledge of a sexual assault or sexual
harassment incident by the fastest telecommuni-
cations channel available. Such report shall be

made to the Commandant and the appropriate
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officer or agency of the government of the coun-

try in whose waters the incident occurs.

“(2) CONTENTS.—A report required under sub-
section (a) or (b) shall include, to the best of the
knowledge of the individual making the report—

“(A) the name, official position or role in
relation to the vessel, and contact information of
the individual making the report;

“(B) the name and official number of the
documented vessel;

“(C) the time and date of the incident;

“(D) the geographic position or location of
the vessel when the incident occurred; and

“(E) a brief description of the alleged sexual
harassment or sexual assault being reported.

“(3) RECEIVING REPORTS AND COLLECTION OF
INFORMATION.—

“(A) RECEIVING REPORTS.—With respect to
reports submatted under this subsection to the
Coast Guard, the Commandant—

“(1) may establish additional reporting
procedures, including procedures for receiv-

g reports through—

“(I) a telephone number that is

continuwously manned at all times; and
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1 “(I1) an email address that 1s
2 continuously monitored; and

3 “() shall use procedures that include
4 preserving evidence in such reports and pro-
5 viding emergency service referrals.

6 “(B) COLLECTION OF INFORMATION.—After
7 receiving a report under this subsection, the
8 Commandant shall collect information related to
9 the identity of each alleged victim, alleged perpe-
10 trator, and witness identified wn  the report
11 through a means designed to protect, to the ex-
12 tent practicable, the personal identifiable infor-
13 mation of such individuals.

14 “(d) SUBPOENA AUTHORITY.—

15 “(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant may com-
16 pel the testimony of witnesses and the production of
17 any evidence by subpoena to determine compliance
18 with this section.

19 “(2)  JURISDICTIONAL  LIMITS.—The jurisdic-
20 tional limits of a subpoena issued under this section
21 are the same as, and are enforceable in the same
22 manner as, subpoenas issued under chapter 63 of this
23 title.
24 “le) COMPANY AFTER-ACTION SUMMARY.—A wessel

25 owner, master, managing operator, or employer of a sea-
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aware of a report made under subsection (a) that involves
an indwvidual employed by the owner, master, operator, or
employer at the time of the sexual assault or sexual harass-
ment incident, shall—

“(1) submit to the Commandant a document
with detailed information to describe the actions
taken by the vessel owner, master, managing operator,
or employer of a seafarer after it became aware of the
sexual assault or sexual harassment incident; and

“2) make such submission not later than 10
days after the vessel owner, master, managing oper-
ator, or employer of a seafarer made the report under
subsection (b), or became aware of a report made
under subsection (a) that involves an individual em-
ployed by the owner, master, operator, or employer at
the time of the sexual assault or sexual harassment
mcident.

“(f) REQUIRED COMPANY RECORDS.—A wvessel owner,
master, managing operator, or employer of a seafarer
shall—

“(1) submit to the Commandant copies of all
records, including documents, files, recordings, state-
ments, reports, investigatory materials, findings, and

any other materials requested by the Commandant re-
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lated to the claim of sexual assault or sexual harass-
ment; and
“2) make such submission not later than 14
days after—

“(A) the vessel owner, master, managing op-
erator, or employer of a seafarer submitted a re-
port under subsection (b); or

“(B) the wessel owner, master, managing
operator, or employer of a seafarer acquired
knowledge of a report made under subsection (a)
that ivolved indiwviduals employed by the vessel
owner, master, managing operator, or employer
of a seafarer.

“(9) INVESTIGATORY AUDIT.—The Commandant shall
periodically perform an audit or other systematic review
of the submissions made under this section to determine if
there were any failures to comply with the requirements of
this section.

“(h) Crvi, PENALTY—A vessel owner, master, man-
aging operator, or employer of a seafarer that fails to com-
ply with subsections (e) or (f) is liable to the United States

Government for a civil penalty of $50,000 for each day a

Jailure continues.

“(1) APPLICABILITY; REGULATIONS.—

*S 4802 RS



O o0 N N Bk W =

[\© TN NG TN N T NG I NG I NG R N e T e e T e T e e T
[ B N O N N = = N R - BN B o) W ) B ~S O IR NO R e

726

“(1) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The requirements of this
section take effect on the date of enactment of the
Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2022.

“(2) REGULATIONS.—The Commandant may
issue requlations to vmplement the requirements of
this section.

“(3) REPORTS.—Any report required to be made
to the Commandant under this section shall be made
to the Coast Guard National Command Center, until
requlations establishing other reporting procedures
are issued.”.

SEC. 611. CIVIL ACTIONS FOR PERSONAL INJURY OR DEATH
OF SEAMEN.

(a) PERSONAL INJURY TO OR DEATH OF SEAMEN.—
Section 30104 of title 46, United States Code, 1is amended
by inserting , including an injury resulting from sexual
assault or sexual harassment (as such terms are defined in
section 2101),” after “in the course of employment”.

(b) TiME LiMIT ON BRINGING MARITIME ACTION.—
Section 30106 of title 46, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking “for per-
sonal injury or death’;

(2) by striking “Except as otherwise” and insert-
g the following:

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise”™; and
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(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(b) EXTENSION FOR SEXUAL OFFENSE.—A civil ac-
tion under subsection (a) arising out of a maritime tort
Jor a clavm of sexual harassment or sexual assault, as such
terms are defined in section 2101, shall be brought not later
than 5 years after the cause of action for a clavm of sexual
harassment or sexual assault arose.”.

(¢c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chapter
301 of title 46, United States Code, is amended by striking
the item relating to section 30106 and inserting the fol-

lowing:

“30106. Time limit on bringing maritime action.”.
SEC. 612. ACCESS TO CARE AND SEXUAL ASSAULT FOREN-
SIC EXAMINATIONS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter IV of chapter 5 of title
14, Unated States Code, as amended by section 211, 1s fur-
ther amended by adding at the end the following:
“§565. Access to care and sexual assault forensic ex-
aminations
“la) IN GENERAL.—Before embarking on any
prescheduled voyage, a Coast Guard vessel shall have in
place a written operating procedure that ensures that an
embarked victim of sexual assault shall have access to a sex-
wal assault forensic examination—
“(1) as soon as possible after the victim requests
an examination; and
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“(2) that is treated with the same level of wr-
gency as emergency medical care.

“(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The written operating proce-

dure required by subsection (a), shall, at a minimum, ac-

count for—

“(1) the health, safety, and privacy of a victim
of sexual assault;

“(2) the proximity of ashore or afloat medical fa-
cilities, including coordination as necessary with the
Department of Defense, including other military de-
partments (as defined in section 101 of title 10,
United States Code);

“(3) the availability of aeromedical evacuation;

“(4) the operational capabilities of the vessel con-
cerned;

“(5) the qualifications of medical personnel on-
board;

“(6) coordination with law enforcement and the
preservation of evidence;

“(7) the means of accessing a sexual assault fo-
rensic examination and medical care with a restricted
report of sexual assault;

“(8) the availability of mnonprescription preg-
nancy prophylactics; and

“(9) other unique malitary considerations.”.
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(b) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
the department in which the Coast Guard s oper-
ating shall seek to enter into an agreement with the
National Academy of Sciences under which the Na-
tronal Academy of Sciences shall conduct a study to
assess the feasibility of the development of a self-ad-
ministered sexual assault forensic examination for use
by victims of sexual assault onboard a vessel at sea.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study under paragraph (1)
shall—

(A) take into account—

(1) the safety and security of the al-
leged victim of sexual assault;

(i11) the ability to properly identify,
document, and preserve any evidence rel-
evant to the allegation of sexual assault;
and

(11) the applicable criminal proce-
dural laws relating to authenticity, rel-
evance, preservation of evidence, chain of
custody, and any other matter relating to

evidentiary admaissibility; and
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(B) provide any appropriate recommenda-
tion for changes to existing laws, regulations, or
employer policies.

(3) REPORT.—Upon completion of the study
under paragraph (1), the National Academy of
Sciences shall submat to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives, and the Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is operating a re-
port on the findings of the study.

(¢) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for sub-
chapter 1V of chapter 5 of title 14, United States Code, as
amended by section 211, 1s further amended by adding at

the end the following:

“565. Access to care and sexual assaull forensic examinations.”.
SEC. 613. REPORTS TO CONGRESS.

(a) IN GENERAL—Chapter 101 of title 46, United
States Code, 1is amended by adding at the end the following:
“§10105. Reports to Congress

“Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of
the Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2022, and on an an-
nual basis thereafter, the Commandant shall submit to the
Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of

the Senate and the Committee on Transportation and In-
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1 frastructure of the House of Representatives a report to in-

2 clude—

3 “(1) the number of reports received under section
4 10104;

5 “(2) the number of penalties issued under such
6 section;

7 “(3) the number of open investigations under
8 such section, completed investigations under such sec-
9 tion, and the outcomes of such open or completed in-
10 vestigations;

11 “(4) the number of assessments or audits con-
12 ducted under section 3203 and the outcome of those
13 assessments or audits;

14 “(5) a statistical analysis of compliance with the
15 safety management system criteria under section
16 3203;

17 “(6) the number of credentials denied or revoked
18 due to sexual harassment, sexual assault, or related
19 offenses; and
20 “(7) recommendations to support efforts of the
21 Coast Guard to improve investigations and oversight
22 of sexual harassment and sexual assault wn the mari-
23 time sector, including funding requirements and legis-
24 lative change proposals necessary to ensure compli-
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ance with title VI of the Coast Guard Authorization

Act of 2022 and the amendments made by such title.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chapter
101 of title 46, Unated States Code, is amended by adding
at the end the following:

“10105. Reports to Congress.”.
SEC. 614. POLICY ON REQUESTS FOR PERMANENT
CHANGES OF STATION OR UNIT TRANSFERS
BY PERSONS WHO REPORT BEING THE VIC-
TIM OF SEXUAL ASSAULT.
Not later than 30 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Commandant, in consultation with the Di-
rector of the Health, Safety, and Work Life Directorate,
shall issue an interim update to Coast Guard policy guid-
ance to allow a member of the Coast Guard who has re-
ported being the victim of a sexual assault or any other
offense covered by section 920, 920c, or 930 of title 10,
Unated States Code (article 120, 120¢, or 130 of the Una-

form Code of Military Justice) to request an immediate

change of station or a unit transfer. The final policy shall
be updated not later than 1 year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.
SEC. 615. SEX OFFENSES AND PERSONNEL RECORDS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Commandant shall issue final regulations
or policy guidance required to fully implement section 1745
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of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year

2014 (Public Law 115-66; 10 U.S.C. 1561 note).
SEC. 616. STUDY ON COAST GUARD OVERSIGHT AND INVES-
TIGATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General
of the United States shall commence a study to assess the
oversight over Coast Guard activities, including investiga-
tions, personnel management, whastleblower protection, and
other activities carried out by the Department of Homeland
Security Office of Inspector General.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by subsection (a)
shall include the following:

(1) An analysis of the ability of the Department
of Homeland Security Office of Inspector General to
ensure timely, thorough, complete, and appropriate
oversight over the Coast Guard, including oversight
over both civilian and malitary activities.

(2) An assessment of—

(A) the best practices with respect to such
oversight; and

(B) the ability of the Department of Home-
land Security Office of Inspector General and
the Commandant to identify and achieve such

best practices.
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(3) An analysis of the methods, standards, and

processes employed by the Department of Defense Of-
fice of Inspector General and the inspectors generals
of the armed forces (as defined in section 101 of title
10, United States Code), other than the Coast Guard,
to conduct oversight and investigation activities.

(4) An analysis of the methods, standards, and
processes of the Department of Homeland Security
Office of Inspector General with respect to oversight
over the civilian and military activities of the Coast
Guard, as compared to the methods, standards, and
processes described in paragraph (3).

(5) An assessment of the extent to which the
Coast Guard Investigative Service completes inves-
tigations or other disciplinary measures after referral
of complaints from the Department of Homeland Se-
curity Office of Inspector General.

(6) A description of the staffing, expertise, train-
g, and other resources of the Department of Home-
land Security Office of Inspector General, and an as-
sessment as to whether such staffing, expertise, train-
g, and other resources meet the requirements nec-
essary for meaningful, timely, and effective oversight

over the activities of the Coast Guard.
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(¢c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after commencing
the study required by subsection (a), the Comptroller Gen-
eral shall submat to the Commattee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the findings of the study, including
recommendations with respect to oversight over Coast
Guard activities.

SEC. 617. STUDY ON SPECIAL VICTIMS’ COUNSEL PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is operating shall enter
mto an agreement with a federally funded research and de-
velopment center for the conduct of a study on—

(1) the Special Victims™ Counsel program of the
Joast Guard;

(2) Coast Guard investigations of sexual assault
offenses for cases in which the subject of the investiga-
tion 1s no longer under jeopardy for the alleged mis-
conduct for reasons including the death of the accused,
a lapse in the statute of limitations for the alleged of-
fense, and a fully adjudicated criminal trial of the al-
leged offense in which all appeals have been ex-

hausted; and
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(3) legal support and representation provided to

members of the Coast Guard who are victims of sexual
assault, including in instances in which the accused
1s a member of the Army, Navy, Awr Force, Marine
Corps, or Space Force.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by subsection (a)

shall assess the following:

(1) The Special Vietims™ Counsel program of the
Coast Guard, including training, effectiveness, capac-
ity to handle the number of cases referred, and experi-
ence with cases involving members of the Coast Guard
and members of another armed force (as defined in
section 101 of title 10, United States Code).

(2) The experience of Special Victims™ Counsels
m representing members of the Coast Guard during
a cowrt-martial.

(3) Policies concerning the availability and de-
tailing of Special Victims™ Counsels for sexual assault
allegations, in particular such allegations n which
the accused s a member of another armed force (as
defined in section 101 of title 10, Unated States
Code), and the tmpact that the cross-service relation-
ship had on—

(A) the competence and sufficiency of serv-

1ces provided to the alleged victim; and
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(B) the interaction between—

(1) the investigating agency and the
Special Vietims™ Counsels; and

(11) the prosecuting entity and the Spe-
cial Victims™ Counsels.

(4) Training provided to, or made available for,
Special Victims™ Counsels and paralegals with respect
to Department of Defense processes for conducting sex-
ual assault investigations and Special Victims™ Coun-
sel representation of sexual assault victims.

(5) The ability of Special Victims™ Counsels to
operate independently without undue influence from
third parties, including the command of the accused,
the command of the victim, the Judge Advocate Gen-
eral of the Coast Guard, and the Deputy Judge Advo-
cate General of the Coast Guard.

(6) The skill level and experience of Special Vice-
tims’ Counsels, as compared to special victims™ coun-
sels available to members of the Army, Navy, Aiwr
Force, Marine Corps, and Space Force.

(7) Policies regarding access to an alternate Spe-
cial Victims™ Counsel, if requested by the member of
the Coast Guard concerned, and potential i1mprove-

ments for such policies.
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(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after entering
mto an agreement under subsection (a), the federally funded
research and development center shall submat to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives a report that in-
cludes—
(1) the findings of the study required by that
subsection;
(2) recommendations to improve the coordina-
tion, training, and experience of Special Victims’
Counsels of the Coast Guard so as to vmprove oul-
comes for members of the Coast Guard who have re-
ported sexual assault; and
(3) any other recommendation the federally

Junded research and development center considers ap-

propriate.
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TITLE VII—-NATIONAL OCEANIC
AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINIS-

TRATION
Subtitle A—National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

Commissioned Officer Corps
SEC. 701. DEFINITIONS.

Section 212(D) of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration Commaissioned Officer Corps Act of
2002 (33 U.S.C. 3002(b)) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“(8) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term ‘Under Sec-
retary’ means the Under Secretary of Commerce for
Oceans and Atmosphere.”.

SEC. 702. REQUIREMENT FOR APPOINTMENTS.

Section 221(c) of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration Commissioned Officer Corps Act of
2002 (33 U.S.C. 3021(c)) is amended by striking “may not
be given” and inserting the following: “may—

“(1) be given only to an individual who s a cit-
1zen of the United States; and

“(2) not be given”.
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SEC. 703. REPEAL OF REQUIREMENT TO PROMOTE ENSIGNS

AFTER 3 YEARS OF SERVICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—RSection 223 of the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration Commissioned Offi-
cer Corps Act of 2002 (33 U.S.C. 3023) 1s amended to read
as follows:

“SEC. 223. SEPARATION OF ENSIGNS FOUND NOT FULLY
QUALIFIED.

“If an officer in the permanent grade of ensign is at
any time found not fully qualified, the officer’s commaission
shall be revoked and the officer shall be separated from the
commassioned service.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of contents in
section 1 of the Act entitled “An Act to reauthorize the Hy-
drographic Services Improvement Act of 1998, and for other
purposes” (Public Law 107-372) is amended by striking

the item relating to section 223 and inserting the following:

«

Sec. 223. Separation of ensigns found not fully qualified.”.
SEC. 704. AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE AWARDS AND DECORA-
TIONS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric  Administration Commaissioned Officer
Jorps Act of 2002 (33 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.) 1s amended by

adding at the end the following:
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“SEC. 220. AWARDS AND DECORATIONS.

“The Under Secretary may provide ribbons, medals,
badges, trophies, and similar devices to members of the com-
misstoned officer corps of the Administration and to mem-
bers of other uniformed services for service and achievement
wm support of the missions of the Admanistration.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of contents in
section 1 of the Act entitled “An Act to reauthorize the Hy-
drographic Services Improvement Act of 1998, and for other
purposes” (Public Law 107-372) is amended by inserting

after the item relating to section 219 the following:

“See. 220. Awards and decorations.”.
SEC. 705. RETIREMENT AND SEPARATION.

(a) INVOLUNTARY RETIREMENT OR SEPARATION.—
Section 241(a)(1) of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Admanistration Commassioned Officer Corps Act of 2002
(33 U.S.C. 3041(a)(1)) is amended to read as follows:

“(1) an officer in the permanent grade of cap-
tain or commander may—
“(A) except as provided by subparagraph
(B), be transferred to the retired list; or
“(B) if the officer is not qualified for retire-
ment, be separated from service; and”.
(b) RETIREMENT FOR AGE.—=Section 243(a) of that

Act (33 U.S.C. 3043(a)) is amended by striking “be retired”
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and inserting “be retvred or separated (as specified in sec-
tion 1251(e) of title 10, United States Code)”.

(¢c) RETIREMENT OR SEPARATION BASED ON YEARS OF
JREDITABLE SERVICE.—RSection 261(a) of that Act (33
U.S.C. 3071(a)) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (17) through

(26) as paragraphs (18) through (27), respectively;

and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (16) the fol-
lowing:
“(17) Section 1251(e), relating to retirement or
separation based on years of creditable service.”.
SEC. 706. LICENSURE OF HEALTH-CARE PROFESSIONALS.

Section 263 of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Admanistration Commassioned Officer Corps Act of 2002
(33 U.S.C. 3073) 1s amended—

(1) by striking “The Secretary” and inserting

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary”; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(b) LICENSURE OF HEALTH-CARE  PROFES-
SIONALS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law regarding the licensure of health-care
providers, a health-care professional described in

paragraph (2) may practice the health profession or
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professions of the health-care professional at any loca-
tion in any State, the District of Columbia, or a
Commonwealth, territory, or possession of the Unaited
States, or in any other area within or beyond the ju-
risdiction of the United States, regardless of where the
health-care professional or the patient of the health-
care professional 1s located, if the practice 1s within
the scope of the authorized Federal duties of the
health-care professional.

“12) HEALTH-CARE PROFESSIONAL DE-
SCRIBED.—A  health-care professional described in
this paragraph is a health-care professional—

“(A) who 1s—

“(1) a member of the commissioned of-
ficer corps of the Admanastration;

“(11) a civilian employee of the Admin-
istration;

“(1n1) an officer or employee of the
Public Health Service who s assigned or
detailed to the Admanistration; or

“(w) any other health-care professional
credentialed and privileged at a Federal
health-care institution or location specially
designated by the Secretary; and
“(B) who—
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“(1) has a current license to practice
medicine, osteopathic medicine, dentistry,
or another health profession; and

“(11) 1s performing authorized duties
Jfor the Admainistration.

“(3) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:
“(A) HEALTH-CARE PROFESSIONAL.—The
term ‘health-care professional’ has the meaning
gwen that term in section 1094(e) of title 10,
Unated States Code, except that such section shall
be applied and administered by substituting
‘Secretary of Commerce’ for ‘Secretary of De-
fense’ each place it appears.
“(B) LICENSE.—The term ‘license’ has the
meaning given that term in such section.”.
SEC. 707. IMPROVING PROFESSIONAL MARINER STAFFING.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle K of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration Commissioned Officer
Jorps Act of 2002 (33 U.S.C. 3071 et seq.) 1s amended by
adding at the end the following:
“SEC. 269B. SHORE LEAVE FOR PROFESSIONAL MARINERS.
“(a) IN GENERAL—The Under Secretary may pre-
seribe regulations relating to shorve leave for professional
mariners without regard to the requirements of section 6305

of title 5, United States Code.
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“(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The regulations prescribed
under subsection (a) shall—

“(1) require that a professional mariner serving
aboard an ocean-going vessel be granted a leave of ab-
sence of four days per pay period; and

“(2) provide that a professional mariner serving
moa temporary promotion position aboard a wvessel
may be paid the difference between the mariner’s tem-
porary and permanent rates of pay for leave accrued
while serving in the temporary promotion position.
“(c) PROFESSIONAL MARINER DEFINED.—In this sec-

tion, the term ‘professional mariner’ means an individual
employed on a vessel of the Administration who has the nec-
essary expertise to serve in the engineering, deck, steward,
electronic technician, or survey department.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of contents in
section 1 of the Act entitled “An Act to reauthorize the Hy-
drographic Services Improvement Act of 1998, and for other
purposes’” (Public Law 107-372) is amended by inserting

after the item relating to section 269A the following:

“Sec. 269B. Shore leave for professional mariners.”.
SEC. 708. LEGAL ASSISTANCE.

Section 1044(a)(3) of title 10, Unated States Code, is
amended by inserting “or the commissioned officer corps
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admainistration”™
after “Public Health Service”.
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1 SEC. 709. ACQUISITION OF AIRCRAFT FOR EXTREME

2
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WEATHER RECONNAISSANCE.
(a) INCREASED FLEET CAPACITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary of Com-
merce for Oceans and Atmosphere shall acquire ade-
quate aircraft platforms with the necessary observa-
tion and modification requirements—

(A) to meet agency-wide air reconnaissance
and research massion requirements, particularly
with respect to hurricanes and tropical cyclones,
and also for atmospheric chemistry, climate, air
quality for public health, full-season fire weather
research and operations, full-season atmospheric
river air reconnaissance observations, and other
massion areas; and

(B) to ensure data and information col-
lected by the aircraft are made available to all
users for research and operations purposes.

(2) CONTRACTS.—In carrying out paragraph
(1), the Under Secretary shall negotiate and enter
wmto 1 or more contracts or other agreements, to the
extent practicable and necessary, with 1 or more gov-
ernmental, commercial, or nongovernmental entities.

(3) DERIVATION OF FUNDS.—For each of fiscal

years 2023 through 2026, amounts to support the im-
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1 plementation of paragraphs (1) and (2) shall be de-
2 rived—

3 (A) from amounts appropriated to the Of-
4 fice of Marine and Aviation Operations of the
5 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
6 tion and available for the purpose of atmospheric
7 rwer reconnaissance; and

8 (B) if amounts described in subparagraph
9 (A) are insufficient to support the implementa-
10 tion of paragraphs (1) and (2), from amounts
11 appropriated to that Office and available for
12 purposes other than atmospheric river reconnais-
13 sance.

14 (b) ACQUISITION OF AIRCRAFT TO REPLACE THE WP—

15 3D AIRCRAFT.—

16 (1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September 30,
17 2023, the Under Secretary shall enter into a contract
18 Jor the acquisition of 6 aircraft to replace the WP—
19 3D aircraft that provides for—

20 (A) the first newly acquired aircraft to be
21 Jfully operational before the retirement of the last
22 WP-3D aircraft operated by the National Oce-
23 anic and Atmospheric Administration; and

24 (B) the second newly acquired aireraft to be
25 Jully operational not later than 1 year after the
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first such avreraft 1s required to be fully oper-
ational under subparagraph (A).
(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the Under
Secretary $1,800,000,000, without fiscal year limita-
tion, for the acquisition of the aireraft under para-
graph (1).
SEC. 710. REPORT ON PROFESSIONAL MARINER STAFFING

MODELS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General
of the United States shall submait to the committees specified

wm subsection (c¢) a report on staffing issues relating to pro-

fesstonal mariners within the Office of Marine and Aviation

Operations of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-

mainistration.
(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by subsection (a)
shall include consideration of—

(1) the challenges the Office of Marine and Avia-
tion Operations faces in recruiting and retaining
qualified professional mariners;

(2) workforce planning efforts to address those

challenges; and
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(3) other models or approaches that exist, or are
under consideration, to provide incentives for the re-
tention of qualified professional mariners.

(¢c) CouMmITTEES SPECIFIED.—The committees speci-
fied in this subsection are—

(1) the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure and the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives.

(d) PROFESSIONAL MARINER DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term “professional mariner” means an individual
employed on a vessel of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration who has the necessary expertise to
serve in the engineering, deck, steward, or survey depart-
ment.

Subtitle B—Other Matters
SEC. 711. CONVEYANCE OF CERTAIN PROPERTY OF THE NA-
TIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMIN-
ISTRATION IN JUNEAU, ALASKA.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) Crry.—"The term “City” means the City and
Borough of Juneau, Alaska.

(2) MASTER PLAN—The term “Master Plan”

means the Juneaw Small Cruise Ship Infrastructure
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Master Plan released by the Docks and Harbors
Board and Port of Juneaw for the City and dated
March 2021.

(3) PROPERTY.—The term “Property” means the
parcel of real property consisting of approximately
2.4 acres, mcluding tidelands, owned by the United
States and under administrative custody and control
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion and located at 250 Egan Drive, Juneau, Alaska,
meluding any vmprovements thereon that are not au-
thorized or required by another provision of law to be
conveyed to a specific individual or entity.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary” means
the Secretary of Commerce, acting through the Under
Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere
and the Administrator of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.

(b) CONVEYANCE AUTHORIZED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may convey, at

Jair market value, all right, title, and interest of the

Unated States in and to the Property, subject to sub-
section (c¢) and the requirements of this section.
(2) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.—The author-

ity provided by paragraph (1) shall terminate on the
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date that 1s 3 years after the date of the enactment
of this Act.
(¢c) RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL.—The City shall have

the right of first refusal with respect to the purchase, at

Jair market value, of the Property.

(d) SURVEY.—The exact acreage and legal description
of the Property shall be determined by a survey satisfactory
to the Secretary.

(e) CONDITION; QUITCLAIM DEED.—If the Property is
conveyed under this section, the Property shall be con-
veyed—

(1) in an “as 1s, where is” condition; and
(2) via a quitclaim deed.

(f) FAIR MARKET VALUE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The fair market value of the

Property shall be—

(A) determined by an appraisal that—
(1) 1s conducted by an independent ap-
praiser selected by the Secretary; and
(11) meets the requirements of para-
graph (2); and
(B) adjusted, at the Secretary’s discretion,
based on the factors described in paragraph (3).
(2) APPRAISAL REQUIREMENTS.—An appraisal

conducted under paragraph (1)(A) shall be conducted
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m accordance with nationally recognized appraisal
standards, including—

(A) the Uniform Appraisal Standards for
Federal Land Acquisitions; and

(B) the Uniform Standards of Professional
Appraisal Practice.

(3) FAcTOrRS.—The factors described in this
paragraph are—

(A) matters of equity and fairness;

(B) actions taken by the City regarding the
Property, if the City exercises its right of first
refusal under subsection (c), including—

(1) comprehensive waterfront planning,
site development, and other redevelopment
activities supported by the City in prox-
vmaty to the Property in furtherance of the
Master Plan;

(11) in-kind contributions made to fa-
cilitate and support use of the Property by
governmental agencies; and

(111) any maintenance expenses, cap-
wtal improvement, or emergency expendi-
tures made necessary to ensure public safety

and access to and from the Property; and
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(C) such other factors as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate.

(9) COSTS OF CONVEYANCE.—If the City exercises ils
right of first refusal under subsection (c), all reasonable and
necessary costs, including real estate transaction and envi-
ronmental documentation costs, associated with the convey-
ance of the Property to the City under this section may
be shared equitably by the Secretary and the City, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, including with the City providing
m-kind contributions for any or all of such costs.

(h) PROCEEDS.—Notwithstanding section 3302 of title
31, Unated States Code, or any other provision of law, any
proceeds from a conveyance of the Property under this sec-
tion shall—

(1) be deposited in an account or accounts of the

Natiwonal Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

that exists as of the date of the enactment of this Act;

(2) used to cover costs associated with the con-
veyance, related relocation efforts, and other facility
and infrastructure projects in Alaska; and

(3) remain avarlable until expended, without

Jurther appropriation.

(1) MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT.—If the City exer-
cises its right of first refusal under subsection (c), before

finalizing a conveyance to the City under this section, the
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Secretary and the City shall enter into a memorandum of
agreement to establish the terms under which the Secretary
shall have future access to, and use of, the Property to ac-

commodate the reasonable expectations of the Secretary for

Sfuture operational and logistical needs in southeast Alaska.

(j) RESERVATION OR KEASEMENT FOR ACCESS AND
USE.—The conveyance authorized under this section shall
be subject to a reservation providing, or an easement grant-
g, the Secretary, at no cost to the United States, a right
to access and use the Property that—

(1) 1is compatible with the Master Plan; and

(2) authorizes future operational access and use
by other Federal, State, and local government agen-
cies that have customarily used the Property.

(k) LIABILITY.—

(1) AFTER CONVEYANCE.—An indiwvidual or enti-
ty to which a conveyance is made under this section
shall hold the United States harmless from any liabil-
ity with respect to actwities carried out on or after
the date and time of the conveyance of the Property.

(2) BEFORE CONVEYANCE.—The Unaited States
shall remain responsible for any lLiability the United
States incurred with respect to activities the United
States carried out on the Property before the date and

time of the conveyance of the Property.
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(1) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The Sec-
retary may require such additional terms and conditions
m connection with a conveyance under this section as the
Secretary considers appropriate and reasonable to protect
the interests of the United States.

(m) ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE.—Nothing in this
section may be construed to affect or limat the application
of or obligation to comply with any applicable environ-
mental law, including—

(1) the National Environmental Policy Act of

1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); or

(2) section 120(h) of the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of

1980 (42 U.S.C. 9620(h)).

(n) CONVEYANCE NOT A MAJOR FEDERAL ACTION.—
A conveyance under this section shall not be considered a
magjor Federal action for purposes of section 102(2) of the
Natronal Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.

1332(2)).

TITLE VIII-TECHNICAL, CON-
FORMING, AND CLARIFYING
AMENDMENTS

SEC. 801. TECHNICAL CORRECTION.

Section 319(b) of title 14, United States Code, is
amended by striking “section 331 of the FAA Modernization
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and Reform Act of 2012 (49 U.S.C. 40101 note)” and in-
serting “section 44801 of title 49”.
SEC. 802. REINSTATEMENT.

(a) REINSTATEMENT.—The text of section 12(a) of the
Act of June 21, 1940 (33 U.S.C. 522(a)), popularly known
as the “Truman-Hobbs Act”, i1s—

(1) reinstated as it appeared on the day before
the date of the enactment of section 8507(D) of the
Willivam M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law
116-283; 134 Stat. 4754); and

(2) redesignated as the sole text of section 12 of
the Act of June 21, 1940 (33 U.S.C. 522).

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The provision reinstated by
subsection (a) shall be treated as if such section 8507(b)
had never taken effect.

(¢) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The provision rein-
stated under subsection (a) is amended by striking *, except
to the extent provided in this section”.

SEC. 803. TERMS AND VACANCIES.

Section 46101(b) of title 46, United States Code, 1is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking “one year” and inserting 2

years”; and
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1 (B) by striking “2 terms” and inserting 3
2 terms”; and

3 (2) in paragraph (3)—

4 (A) by striking “of the individual being suc-
5 ceeded” and inserting “to which such individual
6 15 appointed’;

7 (B) by striking “2 terms” and inserting 3
8 terms”; and

9 (C) by striking “the predecessor of that”
10 and inserting “such”.
11 TITLE IX—RULE OF
12 CONSTRUCTION
13 SEC. 901. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.
14 Nothing in this Act may be construed—
15 (1) to satisfy any requirement for government-to-
16 government consultation with Tribal governments; or
17 (2) to affect or modify any treaty or other right
18 of any Tribal government.
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