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117TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. R. 7179 

To amend title 18, United States Code, to prohibit discrimination by abortion 

against an unborn child on the basis of Turner syndrome. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MARCH 21, 2022 

Mr. FEENSTRA introduced the following bill; which was referred to the 

Committee on the Judiciary 

A BILL 
To amend title 18, United States Code, to prohibit discrimi-

nation by abortion against an unborn child on the basis 

of Turner syndrome. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting Girls with 4

Turner Syndrome Act of 2022’’. 5
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SEC. 2. DISCRIMINATION BY ABORTION AGAINST AN UN-1

BORN CHILD ON THE BASIS OF TURNER SYN-2

DROME PROHIBITED. 3

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 13 of title 18, United 4

States Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-5

lowing: 6

‘‘§ 250. Discrimination by abortion against an unborn 7

child on the basis of Turner syndrome 8

prohibited 9

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 10

‘‘(1) ABORTION.—The term ‘abortion’ means 11

the act of using or prescribing any instrument, med-12

icine, drug, or any other substance, device, or means 13

with the intent to— 14

‘‘(A) kill the unborn child of a woman 15

known to be pregnant; or 16

‘‘(B) terminate the pregnancy of a woman 17

known to be pregnant, with an intention other 18

than— 19

‘‘(i) to produce a live birth and pre-20

serve the life and health of the child born 21

alive; 22

‘‘(ii) to save the life of the pregnant 23

woman; or 24

‘‘(iii) to remove a dead unborn child. 25
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‘‘(2) TURNER SYNDROME.—The term ‘Turner 1

syndrome’ means a chromosomal disorder associated 2

with— 3

‘‘(A) a missing X chromosome; or 4

‘‘(B) a partially missing X chromosome. 5

‘‘(3) QUALIFIED PLAINTIFF.—The term ‘quali-6

fied plaintiff’ means— 7

‘‘(A) a woman upon whom an abortion is 8

performed or attempted in violation of this sec-9

tion; 10

‘‘(B) a maternal grandparent of the un-11

born child if the woman upon whom an abortion 12

is performed or attempted in violation of this 13

section is an unemancipated minor; 14

‘‘(C) the father of an unborn child who is 15

the subject of an abortion performed or at-16

tempted in violation of this section unless the 17

pregnancy or abortion resulted from the crimi-18

nal conduct of the father; or 19

‘‘(D) the Attorney General. 20

‘‘(4) UNBORN CHILD.—The term ‘unborn child’ 21

means an individual of the species homo sapiens 22

from the beginning of the biological development of 23

that individual, including fertilization, until the point 24
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of being born alive, as defined in section 8(b) of title 1

1. 2

‘‘(b) OFFENSE.—It shall be unlawful to— 3

‘‘(1) perform an abortion— 4

‘‘(A) with the knowledge that a pregnant 5

woman is seeking an abortion, in whole or in 6

part, on the basis of— 7

‘‘(i) a test result indicating that the 8

unborn child has Turner syndrome; 9

‘‘(ii) a prenatal diagnosis that the un-10

born child has Turner syndrome; or 11

‘‘(iii) any other reason to believe that 12

the unborn child has or may have Turner 13

syndrome; or 14

‘‘(B) without first— 15

‘‘(i) asking the pregnant woman if she 16

is aware of any test results, prenatal diag-17

nosis, or any other evidence that the un-18

born child has or may have Turner syn-19

drome; and 20

‘‘(ii) if the woman is aware that the 21

unborn child has or may have Turner syn-22

drome, informing the pregnant woman of 23

the prohibitions on abortion under this sec-24

tion; 25
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‘‘(2) use force or the threat of force to inten-1

tionally injure or intimidate any person for the pur-2

pose of coercing an abortion described in paragraph 3

(1)(A); 4

‘‘(3) solicit or accept funds for the performance 5

of an abortion described in paragraph (1)(A); or 6

‘‘(4) knowingly transport a woman into the 7

United States or across a State line for the purpose 8

of obtaining an abortion described in paragraph 9

(1)(A). 10

‘‘(c) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—Any person that violates, 11

or attempts to violate, subsection (b) shall be fined under 12

this title, imprisoned not more than 5 years, or both. 13

‘‘(d) CIVIL REMEDIES.— 14

‘‘(1) CIVIL ACTION BY WOMAN ON WHOM ABOR-15

TION IS PERFORMED.—A woman upon whom an 16

abortion has been performed or attempted in viola-17

tion of subsection (b)(2) may bring a civil action in 18

an appropriate court against any person who en-19

gaged in a violation of subsection (b)(2) to obtain 20

appropriate relief. 21

‘‘(2) CIVIL ACTION BY RELATIVES.— 22

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 23

subparagraph (B), the father of an unborn 24

child who is the subject of an abortion per-25
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formed or attempted in violation of subsection 1

(b), or a maternal grandparent of the unborn 2

child if the pregnant woman is an 3

unemancipated minor, may bring a civil action 4

in an appropriate court against any person who 5

engaged in the violation to obtain appropriate 6

relief. 7

‘‘(B) EXCEPTIONS.—Subparagraph (A) 8

shall not apply if— 9

‘‘(i) the pregnancy or abortion re-10

sulted from the criminal conduct of the 11

plaintiff described in subparagraph (A); or 12

‘‘(ii) the plaintiff described in sub-13

paragraph (A) consented to the abortion. 14

‘‘(3) APPROPRIATE RELIEF.—Appropriate relief 15

in a civil action under this subsection includes— 16

‘‘(A) objectively verifiable money damages 17

for all injuries, psychological and physical, in-18

cluding loss of companionship and support, oc-19

casioned by the violation of this section; and 20

‘‘(B) punitive damages. 21

‘‘(4) INJUNCTIVE RELIEF.—A qualified plaintiff 22

may bring a civil action in an appropriate court to 23

obtain injunctive relief to prevent an abortion pro-24
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vider from performing or attempting further abor-1

tions in violation of this section. 2

‘‘(5) ATTORNEY’S FEES FOR PLAINTIFF.—The 3

court shall award a reasonable attorney’s fee as part 4

of the costs to a prevailing plaintiff in a civil action 5

under this subsection. 6

‘‘(e) BAR TO PROSECUTION.—A woman upon whom 7

an abortion is performed may not be prosecuted or held 8

civilly liable for any violation of this section or for a con-9

spiracy to violate this section. 10

‘‘(f) LOSS OF FEDERAL FUNDING.—A violation of 11

subsection (b) shall be deemed discrimination for the pur-12

poses of section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 13

U.S.C. 794). 14

‘‘(g) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.— 15

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A physician, physician’s as-16

sistant, nurse, counselor, or other medical or mental 17

health professional shall report known or suspected 18

violations of any of this section to appropriate law 19

enforcement authorities. 20

‘‘(2) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—Any person who vio-21

lates paragraph (1) shall be fined under this title, 22

imprisoned not more than 1 year, or both. 23

‘‘(h) EXPEDITED CONSIDERATION.—It shall be the 24

duty of the district courts of the United States, the courts 25
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of appeals of the United States, and the Supreme Court 1

of the United States to advance on the docket and to expe-2

dite to the greatest possible extent the disposition of any 3

matter brought under this section. 4

‘‘(i) PROTECTION OF PRIVACY IN COURT PRO-5

CEEDINGS.— 6

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except to the extent the 7

Constitution of the United States or other similarly 8

compelling reason requires, in every civil or criminal 9

action under this section, the court shall make such 10

orders as are necessary to protect the anonymity of 11

any woman upon whom an abortion has been per-12

formed or attempted if she does not give her written 13

consent to such disclosure. Such orders may be 14

made upon motion, but shall be made sua sponte if 15

not otherwise sought by a party. 16

‘‘(2) ORDERS TO PARTIES, WITNESSES, AND 17

COUNSEL.—The court shall issue appropriate orders 18

to the parties, witnesses, and counsel and shall di-19

rect the sealing of the record and exclusion of indi-20

viduals from courtrooms or hearing rooms to the ex-21

tent necessary to safeguard the identity of a woman 22

described in paragraph (1) from public disclosure. 23

‘‘(3) PSEUDONYM REQUIRED.—In the absence 24

of written consent of the woman upon whom an 25
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abortion has been performed or attempted, any 1

party, other than a public official, who brings an ac-2

tion under this section shall do so under a pseu-3

donym. 4

‘‘(4) LIMITATION.—This subsection may not be 5

construed to conceal the identity of the plaintiff or 6

of witnesses from the defendant or from attorneys 7

for the defendant.’’. 8

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sections 9

of chapter 13 of title 18, United States Code, is amended 10

by adding at the end the following: 11

‘‘250. Discrimination by abortion against an unborn child on the basis of Turner 

syndrome prohibited.’’. 

SEC. 3. SEVERABILITY. 12

If any portion of this Act, or the amendments made 13

by this Act, or the application thereof to any person or 14

circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not af-15

fect the portions or applications of this Act which can be 16

given effect without the invalid portion or application. 17

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 16:08 Mar 23, 2022 Jkt 029200 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\H7179.IH H7179pa
m

tm
an

n 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
07

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-12-29T02:35:00-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




