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115TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. RES. 933 

To acknowledge that the War on Drugs has been a failed policy in achieving 

the goal of reducing drug use, and for the House of Representatives 

to apologize to the individuals and communities that were victimized 

by this policy. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

JUNE 12, 2018 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN (for herself, Ms. BASS, Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. BLU-

MENAUER, Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. CLEAVER, Ms. FUDGE, Ms. 

GABBARD, Mr. HASTINGS, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. 

JEFFRIES, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Ms. KELLY of Illi-

nois, Mr. KHANNA, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr. LAWSON of Florida, Ms. LEE, 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Mr. TED LIEU of California, Mr. MCEACHIN, Ms. 

MOORE, Ms. NORTON, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. POCAN, Mr. DAVID SCOTT of 

Georgia, Mr. SERRANO, and Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi) submitted the 

following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Energy and 

Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on the Judiciary, for a pe-

riod to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for con-

sideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the com-

mittee concerned 

RESOLUTION 
To acknowledge that the War on Drugs has been a failed 

policy in achieving the goal of reducing drug use, and 

for the House of Representatives to apologize to the 

individuals and communities that were victimized by this 

policy. 
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Whereas, until the early 1900s, most of today’s illegal sub-

stances were not regulated by the Federal Government, 

and there was no ‘‘War on Drugs’’; 

Whereas, in the 1930s, the first Commissioner of the Federal 

Bureau of Narcotics, Harry J. Anslinger, who was a 

strong opponent to marijuana, pushed a heavy propa-

ganda campaign to demonize marijuana use, stating that 

it caused people to be violent and criminals; 

Whereas much of this propaganda was racially charged 

against the Mexican-American community, for example as 

Commissioner Anslinger testified to the 75th Congress in 

1937 that, ‘‘I wish I could show you what a small mari-

juana cigarette can do to one of our degenerate Spanish 

speaking residents. That’s why our problem is so great; 

the greatest percentage of our population is composed of 

Spanish-speaking persons, most of who are low mentally, 

because of social and racial conditions’’; 

Whereas, in 1937, the 75th Congress passed the Marijuana 

Tax Act which criminalized marijuana, and laws passed 

during the following years were introduced to institute 

mandatory minimum sentences for those who bought, 

sold, and used the drug; 

Whereas over the course of the next few decades, studies con-

ducted by scientists did not find any connection between 

the use of marijuana and violent behaviors, and in 1973 

the Shafer Commission Report on Marijuana and Drugs 

concluded that, ‘‘The Commission believes that the con-

temporary American drug problem has emerged in part 

from our institutional response to drug use. . . . We 

have failed to weave policy into the fabric of social insti-

tutions.’’; 
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Whereas despite mounting evidence, the Federal Govern-

ment’s approach to the abuse of drugs continued to be 

one of criminalizing drug abuse instead of treatment; 

Whereas, on June 18, 1971, President Richard Nixon de-

clared the War on Drugs, stating that drug abuse is 

‘‘public enemy number one’’; 

Whereas the Federal Government’s attitude toward drug use 

as a criminal problem only intensified with stricter drug 

laws, and the Government put little to no focus on treat-

ing those impacted; 

Whereas the War on Drugs was admitted to be a move by 

the Nixon administration to attack his political oppo-

nents, and in 1994, President Richard Nixon’s aide John 

Ehrlichman admitted in an interview that the War on 

Drugs was a tool to arrest and manipulate Blacks and 

liberals stating, ‘‘We knew we couldn’t make it illegal to 

be either against the war or black, but by getting the 

public to associate the hippies with marijuana and blacks 

with heroin, and then criminalizing both heavily, we could 

disrupt those communities. We could arrest their leaders, 

raid their homes, break up their meetings, and vilify 

them night after night on the evening news. Did we know 

we were lying about the drugs? Of course we did.’’; 

Whereas in 1986, the 99th Congress passed the Anti-Drug 

Abuse Act establishing, for the first time, mandatory 

minimum sentences for those convicted of having specific 

amounts of cocaine; 

Whereas, in 1989, drug czar William Bennett announced a 

$7,900,000,000 plan to combat the drug epidemic, but 

70 percent of that amount went to hiring more law en-

forcement personnel and building prisons; 
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Whereas that money could have been better used to help pro-

vide treatment to the victims of those on heroin, cocaine, 

and other drugs; 

Whereas, in 1986, the 99th Congress increased the sentences 

for dealing and possessing crack cocaine, and in a few 

years, enhanced law enforcement presence loomed over 

and aggressively policed communities of color; 

Whereas to this day, these laws greatly target communities 

of color, dramatically increasing the incarceration rate of 

these communities and imposing a stigma that people of 

color are the main users of drugs, despite White Ameri-

cans using at a similar if not greater rate; 

Whereas Professor of Sociology at the University of Cali-

fornia Santa Cruz, Craig Reinarman, and Professor of 

Sociology at Queens College, Harry G. Levine, studied 

the use of crack cocaine in the United States and later 

published in their book, entitled ‘‘Crack in America’’, 

which stated that, ‘‘In the spring of 1986, American poli-

ticians and news media began an extraordinary anti-drug 

frenzy that ran until 1992. Newspapers, magazines and 

television networks regularly carried lurid stories about a 

new ‘epidemic’ or ‘plague’ of drug use, especially of crack 

cocaine. They said this ‘epidemic’ was spreading rapidly 

from cities to the suburbs and was destroying American 

society. It is certainly true that the United States has 

real health and social problems that result from illegal 

and legal drug use. But it is certainly also true that the 

period from 1986 through 1992 was characterized by 

anti-drug extremism.’’; 

Whereas the use of opiates such as oxycodone, hydrocodone, 

methadone, heroin, and fentanyl has skyrocketed since 

the late 1990s and the amount of prescription opioids le-
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gally sold nearly quadrupled from 1999 to 2010, despite 

no change in the amount of pain that Americans re-

ported; 

Whereas the National Center for Health Statistics suggested 

that there were more than 64,000 drug overdose deaths 

in 2016, and that a majority of these deaths come from 

synthetic opioids like fentanyl; 

Whereas these drug overdoses have become the leading cause 

of accidental death, surpassing car accidents; 

Whereas, on March 29, 2017, President Donald Trump 

signed an Executive order to establish the President’s 

Commission on Combating Drug Addiction and the 

Opioid Crisis, and in a preliminary report the Commis-

sion has recommended that the opioid crisis, among other 

things, should be ‘‘declared a national emergency under 

either the Public Health Service Act or the Stafford 

Act’’; 

Whereas many scholars, journalists, and civic leaders have 

addressed the strong contrast to the urgency of helping 

those impacted by opioids compared to those who were 

impacted by crack cocaine and other substances during 

the War on Drugs; 

Whereas the terminology used to describe those impacted by 

the opioid epidemic is ‘‘victims’’, and the terminology 

used to describe those impacted by the War on Drugs is 

‘‘criminals’’; 

Whereas if the concept of equity was considered, meaning 

that individuals fairly receive what they need in order to 

create a level playing field, the same funds and support 

going to help those impacted by opioids will also go to 
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help those impacted by heroin, cocaine, and the other 

drugs classified in the War on Drugs; 

Whereas as stated by Georgetown University Professor Mi-

chael Eric Dyson, ‘‘White brothers and sisters have been 

medicalized in terms of their trauma and addiction. 

Black and brown people have been criminalized for their 

trauma and addiction.’’; 

Whereas, on October 26, 2017, President Donald Trump de-

clared the opioid epidemic a public health emergency, 

which allows access to the Public Health Emergency 

Fund at the Department of Health and Human Services, 

which has only tens of thousands of dollars; and 

Whereas there has been no formal action by the United 

States Government to treat the epidemic of drug abuse 

and the War on Drugs as a health issue: Now, therefore, 

be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House of Rep-1

resentatives that— 2

(1) the War on Drugs has failed to achieve its 3

goal of reducing drug use; 4

(2) the War on Drugs has created conditions in 5

the United States that has allowed the opioid epi-6

demic to be as deadly as it is; 7

(3) the War on Drugs is a racially charged pol-8

icy that has led to the mass incarceration of millions 9

of Americans, disproportionately affecting commu-10

nities of color, stigmatized these communities as the 11

cause of the drug problem, and has economically, po-12

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:57 Jun 13, 2018 Jkt 079200 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\HR933.IH HR933lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



7 

•HRES 933 IH 

litically, and socially crippled these communities for 1

decades; 2

(4) in order to help those impacted, drug use 3

has to be seen as a health issue and not a criminal 4

issue; 5

(5) the House of Representatives should seek to 6

hereby reconsider all laws associated and consistent 7

with the War on Drugs, and prioritizes effective, evi-8

dence-based health policy solutions for individuals 9

and communities suffering from addiction; 10

(6) the House of Representatives should enact 11

civil remedies and restorative justice for any indi-12

vidual who has been incarcerated or otherwise pun-13

ished through the Federal criminal justice system 14

due to laws associated and consistent with the War 15

on Drugs; 16

(7) Congress affirms that all individuals suf-17

fering from the disease of addiction be treated hu-18

manely, with equity and respect as all people strug-19

gling with any other health matter; and 20

(8) the House of Representatives hereby apolo-21

gizes to the individuals and communities harmed 22

through the War on Drugs and acknowledges that 23

actions by this body have demonized and criminal-24
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ized addiction for more than 80 years instead of ac-1

curately treating it as a health concern. 2

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:57 Jun 13, 2018 Jkt 079200 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\HR933.IH HR933lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-03T05:55:10-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




