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Supporting ongoing efforts by the United States Government, in concert
with the United Nations and the donor community, to respond to drought
and food insecurity in the Horn of Africa.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

APRrIL 3, 2017
Mr. ENGEL (for himself, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Ms. Bass, and Mr. ELLI-
SON) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Supporting ongoing efforts by the United States Government,
in concert with the United Nations and the donor com-
munity, to respond to drought and food insecurity in
the Horn of Africa.

Whereas the worst famine in 20 years occurred in Somalia
between October 2010 and April 2012, caused by severe
drought, failed harvests, a spike in food prices, and per-

vasive insecurity, which impeded the delivery of food aid;

Whereas the famine resulted in the deaths of at least
260,000 Somalis and Somali refugees in Southern Ethi-
opia and Northern Kenya, including at least 133,000

children under the age of five;
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Whereas early warning of drought and famine conditions was
accurate and timely across the region, but funding for
the humanitarian response came too late to mitigate the
worst effects of the drought, including mass displacement

into neighboring countries, starvation, and death;

Whereas in 2011 alone, the threat of starvation contributed
to the influx of over 110,000 Somali refugees into Ethi-
opia, 100,000 Somali refugees into Kenya, and thousands

more into Djibouti;

Whereas a shortage of rainfall over the course of the past two
yvears has again exacerbated drought conditions, signifi-
cantly increasing vulnerability and food insecurity across
the Horn of Africa region, leaving more than 14,000,000
people facing severe food insecurity and in need of hu-

manitarian assistance as of early 2017;

Whereas in February 2017, the Famine Early Warning Sys-
tems Network (FEWS NET) and the Food Security and
Nutrition Analysis Unit for Somalia (FSNAU) warned of
a significant deterioration in food security and an in-
creased risk of famine in the Horn of Africa in the com-
ing months if the April-June rains are as poor as ex-

pected;

Whereas the effects of drought place the heaviest burden on
women and girls, whose coping strategies put them at in-
creased risk of violence and cause them to forego edu-

cational opportunities;

Whereas in Ethiopia, drought conditions have developed in
recent months in at least 15 zones of Oromia, Somali,
and the Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples re-
olons, and 5,600,000 people are projected to require hu-

manitarian assistance in the coming months;
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Whereas Kenya has experienced two consecutive seasons of
poor rains, causing 12 counties to experience drought
conditions and contributing to acute food insecurity for
2,600,000 people;

Whereas in Somalia, nearly 6,200,000 people are currently in
need of humanitarian assistance, and more than
2,900,000 people are facing crisis or emergency levels of
acute food insecurity, including nearly a million children

under the age of five;

Whereas according to the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR), Somalia is the fourth largest
source of refugees in the world, after Afghanistan, Syria,

and South Sudan;

Whereas more than 1,000,000 people are already internally
displaced within Somalia, many living in dire and unsafe
informal displacement camps where they face a range of
serious risks, including sexual violence and violent forced

evictions;

Whereas the anticipated scale of population displacement
from Somalia due to pervasive conflict and the threat of
starvation will increase refugee flows throughout the re-

: U _
oion and into Kurope;

Whereas in 2016, the Government of Kenya revoked prima
facie refugee status for Somalis and disbanded the De-
partment of Refugee Affairs, leaving thousands of newly
arrived Somalis unregistered and without assistance;

Whereas the Government of Kenya has announced plans to
repatriate 261,000 Somali refugees to areas of Somalia

affected by drought and famine conditions, as well as the

persistent threat of violence from Al-Shabaab; and
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Whereas if timely, sufficient funding for a robust humani-
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tarian response is not received by the end of April 2017,
the humanitarian consequences of this drought, including
the loss of life and reverberating effects in the region,
will exceed those of the 2011 famine: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

(1) commends the timely response of the De-
partment of State and the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) to early warn-
ing signals of drought in the Horn of Africa, and for
providing substantial assistance for the humani-
tarian response in fiscal year 2016 and to date in
fiscal year 2017,

(2) commends USAID’s quick deployment of a
Disaster Assistance Response Team (DART) be-
tween March and November 2016, in response to the
previous drought in northeastern and central Kthi-
opia, which, by working with international partners,
resulted in the number of people requiring humani-
tarian  assistance declining from approximately
10,200,000 in late 2015 to a projected 5,600,000 by
the end of 2017,

(3) commends the Somali diaspora in the Horn
of Africa, the United States, Canada, Australia, and
Europe, for spearheading the response to humani-
tarian needs in Somalia, and encourages financial
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istitutions to explore means to facilitate the flow of
charitable donations and remittances to populations
n need;

(4) commends the work of United Nations
agencies and international, national, and local non-
covernmental organizations (NGOs) in providing
sustained life-saving assistance to vulnerable popu-
lations across the Horn of Africa, leading to im-
provements in malnutrition rates since 2011;

(5) commends USAID for its work to date to
mitigate the impact of environmental shocks to pas-
toralist communities across the Horn of Africa, and
calls on the Department of State and USAID to
continue providing robust, long-term development
supporting programs that build resilience, protect
livelihoods, and strengthen global food security
through programs such as USAID’s Office of Food
for Peace and Bureau for Food Security, as well as
programs to provide drought relief and emergency
food assistance implemented by the World Food Pro-
oram (WFP), Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO), United Nations Inter-
national Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF),
and nongovernmental organizations, including faith-

based and non-faith-based organizations;
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(6) calls on the President to appoint high-level
officials able to engage the international community
in joining the United States to respond to this crisis,
including an Administrator for USAID, a Director
for the Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance, an As-
sistant USAID Administrator for Africa, and an As-
sistant Secretary of State for African Affairs;

(7) urges the Government of Kenya to publicly
declare that the Dadaab refugee complex will remain
open, respect prima facie status for new arrivals
from Somalia, and work with the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in
Kenya to restart the registration of refugees, includ-
ing from Somalia, at their points of entry, re-estab-
lish fair, transparent, and effective asylum proce-
dures across the country, and put in place robust
border protection monitoring to track humanitarian
indicators inside Somalia and assess the needs of
new arrivals; and

(8) calls on the United States Government and
the international community, including international,
national, and local NGOs, to continue life-saving as-
sistance and development activities in order to allevi-

ate drought and food insecurity in the region to
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1 avert the catastrophic consequences of drought in

2 the Horn of Africa.

*HRES 239 TH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-04T13:24:22-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




