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115TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. R. 5951 

To establish the Veterans Crisis Response Corps, and for other purposes. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MAY 23, 2018 

Mr. SCHIFF (for himself, Mr. MOULTON, and Ms. JACKSON LEE) introduced 

the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-

fairs, and in addition to the Committees on Transportation and Infra-

structure, Foreign Affairs, and Armed Services, for a period to be subse-

quently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such 

provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned 

A BILL 
To establish the Veterans Crisis Response Corps, and for 

other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans Crisis Re-4

sponse Corps Act of 2018’’. 5

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 6

Congress finds the following: 7

(1) The United States has a long history of re-8

sponding to natural and man-made crises both do-9
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mestic and abroad. These efforts secure the safety 1

and security of our citizens at home and overseas, 2

help to build a more peaceful, prosperous, and se-3

cure world, to the long-term benefit of the United 4

States and the international community. 5

(2) Following major natural disasters, the De-6

partment of Defense has an unmatched logistical 7

and operational capacity to provide rapid response 8

across the globe. In recent years, Department of De-9

fense assets have played a key role in responding to 10

domestic and international crises including the 2004 11

tsunami in the Indian Ocean, Hurricane Katrina in 12

2005, the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, the 2011 earth-13

quake and tsunami in Japan, Hurricane Sandy in 14

2012, and Hurricanes Irma and Maria in 2017. 15

(3) The Department of Defense’s crisis re-16

sponse mission serves the interests of the United 17

States by supporting domestic response to aid the 18

homeland and abroad by deepening cooperation with 19

regional partners, and providing a platform for pub-20

lic diplomacy and outreach. 21

(4) The Department of Defense’s role following 22

disasters is temporary, typically spanning the imme-23

diate aftermath of a disaster, focusing on the provi-24

sion of equipment, support, food and water, and 25
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medical care. When Department of Defense assets 1

withdraw, the work of repairing infrastructure can 2

take months or years. 3

(5) More than 2,400,000 members of the 4

Armed Forces have separated from the Armed 5

Forces since September 11, 2001. Unemployment 6

remains a serious problem for veterans, with 7

500,000 veterans unemployed at some point in 8

2016. Many veterans leave the Armed Forces with 9

a continued desire to serve, as well as skills and ex-10

perience that make them invaluable in a disaster re-11

lief and reconstruction setting. 12

(6) Nonprofit organizations such as Team Ru-13

bicon, the Mission Continues, and others provide 14

service opportunities for veterans to apply their 15

skills to community service projects, including dis-16

aster relief and reconstruction. 17

(7) There is a pressing need to provide service 18

and employment opportunities for veterans and it is 19

in the interests of the United States to assist in re-20

construction projects following national disasters in 21

order to promote American values and as an exercise 22

of public diplomacy. 23

(8) The establishment of a Veterans Crisis Re-24

sponse Corps would leverage the unique skills of vet-25
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erans to the benefit of the United States, supporting 1

the safety and security of the homeland, building 2

good will overseas and providing productive, mean-3

ingful work opportunities to veterans. 4

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF VETERANS CRISIS RESPONSE 5

CORPS. 6

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established in the ex-7

ecutive branch of the Federal Government an independent 8

agency to be known as the Veterans Crisis Response 9

Corps. 10

(b) DIRECTOR.—There shall be a Director of the Vet-11

erans Crisis Response Corps, who is the head of the Vet-12

erans Crisis Response Corps. The Director shall be ap-13

pointed by the President, by and with the advice and con-14

sent of the Senate. 15

(c) MISSION.—The Veterans Crisis Response Corps 16

shall— 17

(1) organize members of the Veterans Crisis 18

Response Corps to participate in disaster relief and 19

reconstruction projects following domestic or inter-20

national manmade or natural disasters; 21

(2) in carrying out such projects, deploy mem-22

bers of the Corps in support of the United States 23

Agency designated to lead the response to perform 24

reconstruction tasks and provide support services, 25
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training, technical assistance, and other assistance 1

in post-disaster areas; 2

(3) supplement and enhance the humanitarian 3

relief and reconstruction support provided by other 4

departments and agencies of the Federal Govern-5

ment, including the Department of Defense, the De-6

partment of State, the United States Agency for 7

International Development, the Federal Emergency 8

Management Agency, and nongovernmental organi-9

zations and international aid organizations, by de-10

ploying a highly skilled and highly experienced work-11

force of veterans; and 12

(4) identify high-impact reconstruction projects 13

in the United States that would make use of the 14

skills of members of the Veterans Crisis Response 15

Corps and leverage and coordinate with other ele-16

ments of the Federal Government and nongovern-17

mental organizations. 18

(d) POWERS.—The Director may establish general 19

policies of the Veterans Crisis Response Corps, including 20

with respect to— 21

(1) establishing rules for conducting the general 22

business of the Corps; 23

(2) entering into contracts; 24
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(3) directing the establishment and mainte-1

nance of divisions or other offices within the Corps; 2

(4) coordinating and overseeing the operation of 3

the activities of the Corps; 4

(5) adopting and using a seal; 5

(6) appointing and supervising personnel em-6

ployed by the Corps; 7

(7) distributing business among such personnel 8

and units of the Corps; 9

(8) obligating and expending funds made avail-10

able to the Corps; and 11

(9) performing such other functions as may be 12

authorized or required by law. 13

(e) PERSONNEL.—The Director may fix the number 14

of, and appoint and direct, employees of the Veterans Cri-15

sis Response Corps, in accordance with the applicable pro-16

visions of title 5, United States Code. Unless otherwise 17

provided expressly by law, any individual appointed under 18

this subsection shall be an employee as defined in section 19

2105 of title 5, United States Code, and subject to the 20

provisions of such title and other laws generally applicable 21

to the employees of an Executive agency. 22

SEC. 4. MEMBERSHIP IN CORPS. 23

(a) ELIGIBILITY.— 24
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(1) VOLUNTEER.—Subject to paragraph (2), a 1

veteran may elect to serve as a member of the Vet-2

erans Crisis Response Corps. 3

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The Director may pre-4

scribe requirements, including with respect to phys-5

ical and mental health, for veterans to serve as 6

members of the Veterans Crisis Response Corps. 7

(b) DUTY REQUIRED.— 8

(1) TRAINING.—The Director shall require that 9

each member of the Veterans Crisis Response Corps 10

meet the training requirements pursuant to section 11

6. 12

(2) DEPLOYMENTS.—Members of the Veterans 13

Crisis Response Corps may elect to accept a deploy-14

ment in support of a disaster relief or reconstruction 15

project pursuant to section 5. Such a deployment 16

may not exceed a one-year period. The Director may 17

not require that a member accept a deployment. 18

(3) LIST.—The Director shall maintain a list of 19

members of the Veterans Crisis Response Corps who 20

elect to accept deployments in support of a disaster 21

relief or reconstruction project pursuant to section 5. 22

(c) SEPARATION.—A member of the Veterans Crisis 23

Response Corps may be separated from the Corps as fol-24

lows: 25
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(1) Upon the election of the member. 1

(2) Upon the determination of the Director 2

that— 3

(A) the member has failed to meet the 4

training requirements pursuant to section 5 or 5

other requirements pursuant to this Act; or 6

(B) such separation is in the best interests 7

of the Veterans Crisis Response Corps. 8

SEC. 5. DISASTER RELIEF AND RECONSTRUCTION PROJ-9

ECTS. 10

(a) PROJECT SELECTION.—In consultation with the 11

Coordination Council established under section 7, the Di-12

rector shall select disaster relief and reconstruction 13

projects in the United States or outside the United States 14

for the Veterans Crisis Response Corps to carry out. 15

(b) INTERAGENCY PREFERENCE.—The Veterans Cri-16

sis Response Corps shall be the preferred source of per-17

sonnel for surge capacity to all United States Agencies 18

providing relief and reconstruction. 19

(c) PRIORITY.—To the extent practicable, the Direc-20

tor shall prioritize the selection of disaster relief and re-21

construction projects under subsection (a) that— 22

(1) will benefit from the skilled and experienced 23

labor of the Veterans Crisis Response Corps; 24
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(2) support defined needs of the lead United 1

States Agency; and 2

(3) may be carried out using funds made avail-3

able by an element of the Federal Government other 4

than the Veterans Crisis Response Corps, or by a 5

State or local government, a foreign country, or a 6

nongovernmental organization. 7

(d) TYPES OF PROJECTS.—Disaster relief and recon-8

struction projects selected under subsection (a) shall in-9

clude projects relating to— 10

(1) responding to natural disasters, including 11

through the provision of food, water, shelter, and 12

medical care; 13

(2) carrying out reconstruction following nat-14

ural disasters, including repair of critical infrastruc-15

ture; 16

(3) water and energy projects, including the 17

construction of water infrastructure, electrical infra-18

structure and generation, and transportation hubs; 19

and 20

(4) other projects that the Director determines 21

fulfil the mission of the Veterans Crisis Response 22

Corps. 23
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(e) AGREEMENTS.—The Director may enter into 1

agreements with nongovernmental organizations under 2

which— 3

(1) members of the Veterans Crisis Response 4

Corps assist the nongovernmental entity to carry out 5

disaster relief and reconstruction projects that the 6

Director determines fulfil the mission of the Vet-7

erans Crisis Response Corps; and 8

(2) the Director may provide to the nongovern-9

mental entity funds in amounts necessary to carry 10

out paragraph (1). 11

SEC. 6. TRAINING OF MEMBERS OF THE VETERANS CRISIS 12

RESPONSE CORPS. 13

(a) REQUIRED TRAINING.—The Director shall estab-14

lish a system of required training for members of the Vet-15

erans Crisis Response Corps that is carried out on a reg-16

ular schedule. 17

(b) MANDATORY PARTICIPATION.—The Director 18

shall require members of the Veterans Crisis Response 19

Corps to participate in training under subsection (a) as 20

a condition of remaining eligible for deployment in support 21

of a disaster relief or reconstruction project pursuant to 22

section 5. 23
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SEC. 7. COMPENSATION, BENEFITS, AND PROTECTIONS 1

FOR MEMBERS OF THE VETERANS CRISIS RE-2

SPONSE CORPS. 3

(a) COMPENSATION.—The Director shall determine a 4

rate of compensation for members of the Veterans Crisis 5

Response Corps during a duty period. In determining such 6

rate, the Director shall take into account the final rank 7

in the Armed Forces of the members, the specific skills 8

possessed by members, and other factors as determined 9

appropriate by the Director. 10

(b) HEALTH CARE.—During a duty period, a mem-11

ber of the Veterans Crisis Response Corps shall be treated 12

as a member of the National Guard on active duty for 13

a period of more than 30 days for purposes of being eligi-14

ble for health care benefits under the TRICARE program 15

(as defined in section 1072 of title 10, United States 16

Code). 17

(c) EMPLOYMENT AND REEMPLOYMENT RIGHTS.— 18

Section 4303(16) of title 38, United States Code, is 19

amended by adding at the end the following new sentence: 20

‘‘Such term also includes the Veterans Crisis Response 21

Corps when in a duty period (as defined in section 9 of 22

the Veterans Crisis Response Corps Act of 2018).’’. 23

SEC. 8. COORDINATION COUNCIL. 24

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a council 25

to be known as the ‘‘Coordination Council’’ to— 26
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(1) advise the Director; 1

(2) assist the Director in identifying and 2

prioritizing disaster relief and reconstruction 3

projects under section 5 that are suitable to the mis-4

sion and resources of the Veterans Crisis Response 5

Corps; 6

(3) coordinate the deployments of members of 7

the Veterans Crisis Response Corps in support of a 8

disaster relief or reconstruction project pursuant to 9

section 5; and 10

(4) as requested by the Director, provide tech-11

nical support, training, logistical support, and other 12

appropriate support. 13

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The Council shall consist of the 14

following: 15

(1) The Secretary of Defense. 16

(2) The Secretary of State. 17

(3) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 18

(4) The Secretary of the Department of Home-19

land Security. 20

(5) The Administrator of the United States 21

Agency for International Development. 22

(6) The Administrator of the Federal Emer-23

gency Management Agency. 24
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(7) The Chief Executive Officer of the Corpora-1

tion for National and Community Service. 2

(8) Other members in the non-voting, con-3

sulting status as determined by the Council. 4

SEC. 9. REPORTS. 5

(a) REPORTS.—Not less than once each year, the Di-6

rector shall submit to Congress a report on the operations 7

of the Veterans Crisis Response Corps. 8

(b) MATTERS INCLUDED.—Each report under sub-9

section (a) shall include the following: 10

(1) A detail of any activities carried out by the 11

Veterans Crisis Response Corps during the period 12

covered by the report. 13

(2) Any recommendations the Director deter-14

mines appropriate to increase the effectiveness and 15

efficiency of the Veterans Crisis Response Corps. 16

SEC. 10. DEFINITIONS. 17

In this Act: 18

(1) The term ‘‘duty period’’ means a period in 19

which a member of the Veterans Crisis Response 20

Corps is— 21

(A) deployed in support of a disaster relief 22

or reconstruction project pursuant to section 5; 23

or 24
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(B) engaged in training pursuant to sec-1

tion 6. 2

(2) The term ‘‘veteran’’ has the meaning given 3

that term in section 101(2) of title 38, United 4

States Code. 5

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 18:40 Jun 04, 2018 Jkt 079200 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\H5951.IH H5951pb
in

ns
 o

n 
D

S
K

79
D

2C
42

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-03T08:56:41-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




