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To protect transportation personnel and passengers from sexual assault and
harassment, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

May 17, 2018

Mr. DEFAZ10 (for himself, Ms. NORTON, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOIINSON of
Texas, Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr. LARSEN of Washington, Mr. CAPUANO, Mrs.
NaroLITANO, Mr. LiPiNski, Mr. COnEN, Mr. SIRES, Mr. GARAMENDI,
Mr. JOHnnsoN of Georgia, Mr. CARSON of Indiana, Mr. NOLAN, Ms.
Trrus, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New York, Ms. Esty of Con-
necticut, Ms. FRANKEL of Florida, Mrs. Bustos, Mr. HurrMmaN, Ms.
BROWNLEY of California, Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr. PAYNE, Mr.
LOWENTHAL, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr. DESAULNIER, and Ms. PLASKETT)
introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure

A BILL

To protect transportation personnel and passengers from

sexual assault and harassment, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 twes of the Unated States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

4 This Act may be cited as the “Stop Sexual Assault

5 and Harassment in Transportation Act”.
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SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act, the following definitions apply:

(1) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘“covered en-

tity” means an entity that is one of the following:

(A) An air carrier (as that term is defined
in section 40102 of title 49, United States
Code).

(B) A foreign air carrier (as that term is
defined in section 40102 of title 49, United
States Code).

(C) A recipient of Federal funds under
chapter 53 of title 49, United States Code.

(D) A motor carrier of passengers that—

(i) conducts regularly scheduled inter-
city service; and
(i1) 1s a Class I carrier (as that term

is used in section 369.3(a) of title 49,

Code of Federal Regulations).

(E) An entity providing commuter rail pas-
senger transportation or intercity rail passenger
transportation (as those terms are defined in
section 24102 of title 49, United States Code).

(2) PERSONNEL.—The term ‘“‘personnel” means

an employee or contractor of a covered entity.

(3) TRANSPORTATION SEXUAL ASSAULT OR

HARASSMENT INCIDENT.—The term ‘‘transportation
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sexual assault or harassment incident” means the

occurrence, or reasonably suspected occurrence, of

an act that—

(A) constitutes sexual assault or harass-

ment; and

*HR 5857 IH

(B) is committed—

(1) by a passenger of a covered entity;
(i1) against—

(I) another passenger of the cov-
ered entity; or

(IT) a member of the personnel of
the covered entity; and
(ii1) within—

(I) a vehicle of the covered entity
that 1s transporting passengers, in-
cluding aireraft, rolling stock, motor-
coaches, and ferries;

(IT) an area in which passengers
are entering or exiting such a vehicle;
or

(IIT) an area in which the Am-
trak Police Department or a transit
police department has law enforce-

ment responsibilities.
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1 SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING SEXUAL ASSAULT
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AND HARASSMENT IN PASSENGER TRANS-
PORTATION.
It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) a covered entity should institute policies and
procedures to eliminate transportation sexual assault
or harassment incidents, including policies and pro-
cedures to—

(A) prohibit, to the extent practicable, fu-
ture travel with the covered entity by any pas-
senger who causes a transportation sexual as-
sault or harassment incident;

(B) facilitate the reporting of transpor-
tation sexual assault or harassment incidents to
ensure that the covered entity, the public, and
law enforcement agencies have an accurate un-
derstanding of the rate of such incidents;

(C) communicate to personnel and pas-
sengers of the covered entity the rights of such
individuals with respect to transportation sexual
assault or harassment incidents;

(D) train personnel of the covered entity to
recognize and respond appropriately to trans-
portation sexual assault or harassment inci-

dents; and
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5}
(E) ensure other appropriate and propor-
tional actions are undertaken to respond effec-
tively to transportation sexual assault or har-
assment incidents; and

(2) individuals who cause a transportation sex-
ual assault or harassment incident should be held
accountable under all applicable Federal and State
laws.

SEC. 4. FORMAL SEXUAL ASSAULT AND HARASSMENT POLI-
CIES IN TRANSPORTATION.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 90 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, each covered entity shall
issue, in consultation with labor unions representing per-
sonnel of the covered entity, a formal policy with respect
to transportation sexual assault or harassment incidents.

(b) CONTENTS.—The policy required under sub-
section (a) shall include—

(1) a statement indicating that no transpor-
tation sexual assault or harassment incident is ac-
ceptable under any circumstance;

(2) procedures that facilitate the reporting of a
transportation sexual assault or harassment inci-
dent, including—

(A) appropriate public outreach activities;

*HR 5857 IH
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1 (B) confidential phone and internet-based
2 opportunities for reporting; and

3 (C) personnel trained to receive reports;

4 (3) procedures that personnel should follow
5 upon the reporting of a transportation sexual assault
6 or harassment incident, including actions to protect
7 affected individuals from continued sexual assault or
8 harassment and to notify law enforcement when ap-
9 propriate; and
10 (4) training with respect to the policy that are
11 required for all appropriate personnel, including spe-
12 cific training for personnel who may receive reports
13 of transportation sexual assault or harassment inci-
14 dents.
15 (¢) PASSENGER INFORMATION.—A covered entity
16 shall prominently display, on the internet website of the

[S—
~

covered entity and through the use of appropriate signage,

18 a written statement that—

19 (1) adwvises passengers that the covered entity
20 has adopted a formal policy with respect to trans-
21 portation sexual assault or harassment incidents;
22 and

23 (2) informs passengers of the procedure for re-
24 porting a transportation sexual assault or harass-
25 ment incident.
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7
SEC. 5. FORMAL SEXUAL ASSAULT AND HARASSMENT POLI-

CIES FOR PASSENGER VESSELS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3507(d) of title 46,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (4), by striking “and” after
the semicolon at the end;

(2) in paragraph (5), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ““; and”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(6)(A) issue a formal policy with respect to
sexual assault or harassment incidents that in-
cludes—

“(1) a statement indicating that no sexual
assault or harassment incident 1s acceptable
under any circumstance;

“(i1) procedures that facilitate the report-
ing of a sexual assault or harassment incident,
including—

“(I) appropriate public outreach ac-
tivities;

“(IT) confidential phone and internet-
based opportunities for reporting; and

“(IIT) personnel trained to receive re-
ports;

“(1) procedures that personnel should fol-
low upon the reporting of a sexual assault or
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harassment incident, including actions to pro-
tect affected individuals from continued sexual
assault or harassment and how to provide the
information and access required under para-
oraph (5); and

“(iv) training with respect to the policy
that are required for all appropriate personnel,
including specific training for personnel who
may receive reports of sexual assault or harass-
ment incidents; and

“(B) prominently display on the internet

website of the vessel owner and, through the use of

appropriate signage on each vessel, a written state-

ment that—

(b)

“(1) advises passengers that the vessel
owner has adopted a formal policy with respect
to sexual assault or harassment incidents; and

“(i1) informs passengers of the procedure

for reporting a sexual assault or harassment in-

cident.”.
REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Section

3507(2)(3)(A)(1) of title 46, United States Code, 1is

amended by inserting “any sexual assault or harassment

incident (as that term i1s defined in subsection (1) of this

section),

7 after “title 18 applies,”.

*HR 5857 IH
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1 (¢) SEXUAL ASSAULT OR HARASSMENT INCIDENT
2 DEFINED.—Section 3507(1) of title 46, United States
3 Code, is amended by adding at the end the following:

4 “(3) SEXUAL ASSAULT OR HARASSMENT INCI-
5 DENT.—The term ‘sexual assault or harassment in-
6 cident” means the occurrence, or reasonably sus-
7 pected occurrence, of an act that—

8 “(A) constitutes sexual assault or harass-
9 ment; and

10 “(B) 1s committed—

11 “(1) by a passenger of a vessel to
12 which this section applies or a member of
13 the crew of such a vessel;

14 “(11) against—

15 “(I) a passenger of such vessel;
16 or

17 “(II) a member of the crew of
18 such vessel; and

19 “(111) within—
20 “(I) such a vessel; or
21 “(IT) an area in which passengers
22 are entering or exiting such a vessel.”.
23 (d) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 90 days after the

24 date of enactment of this Act, the owner of a vessel to

25 which section 3507 of title 46, United States Code, applies
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shall issue the formal policy with respect to sexual assault
or harassment incidents required by the amendments
made by this section.

SEC. 6. CIVIL PENALTIES FOR INTERFERENCE.

(a) INTERFERENCE WITH CABIN OR FLIGHT
CREW.—Section 46318(a) of title 49, United States Code,
1s amended—

(1) by inserting “or sexually”” after “physically”
each place it appears; and
(2) by striking “$25,000” and inserting

“$35,0007.

(b) INTERFERENCE WITH CERTAIN TRANSPOR-
TATION PERSONNEL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 805 of title 49,

United States Code, is amended by adding at the

end the following:

“§80505. Interference with certain transportation
personnel

“(a) GENERAL RULE.—An individual who physically
or sexually assaults or threatens to physically or sexually
assault an employee engaged in the transportation of pas-
sengers on behalf of a covered entity, or takes any action
that poses an imminent threat to the safety of a vehicle
of a covered entity that is transporting passengers, includ-

ing rolling stock, motorcoaches, and ferries, is liable to the

*HR 5857 IH
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United States Government for a civil penalty of not more
than $35,000.
“(b) COMPROMISE AND SETOFF.—

“(1) CoMPROMISE.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation may compromise the amount of a civil pen-
alty imposed under this section.

“(2) SETOFF.—The United States Government
may deduct the amount of a civil penalty imposed or
compromised under this section from amounts the
rovernment owes the person liable for the penalty.
“(¢) COVERED ENTITY DEFINED.—In this section,

the term ‘covered entity’ means an entity that is one of
the following:

“(1) A recipient of Federal funds under chapter
53 of this title.

“(2) A motor carrier of passengers that—

“(A) conducts regularly scheduled intercity
service; and

“(B) i1s a Class I carrier (as that term 1s
used in section 369.3(a) of title 49, Code of

Federal Regulations).

“(3) An entity providing commuter rail pas-
senger transportation or intercity rail passenger
transportation (as those terms are defined in section

24102 of this title).”.

*HR 5857 IH
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1 (2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for
2 chapter 805 of title 49, United States Code, is
3 amended by inserting after the item relating to sec-
4 tion 80504 the following:

“80505. Interference with certain transportation personnel.”.

5 SEC. 7. DATA COLLECTION.
6 (a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the
7 date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Transpor-
8 tation shall establish a program to annually collect and
9 maintain data from each covered entity on—
10 (1) the number of transportation sexual assault
11 or harassment incidents reported to the covered enti-
12 ty, including—
13 (A) the number of incidents committed
14 against passengers; and
15 (B) the number of incidents committed
16 against personnel; and
17 (2) the number of transportation sexual assault
18 or harassment incidents reported to law enforcement
19 by personnel of the covered entity.
20 (b) DATA AVAILABILITY.—Subject to subsection (¢),

21 the Secretary shall make available to the public on the
22 primary internet website of the Department of Transpor-
23 tation the data collected and maintained under subsection

24 (a).

*HR 5857 IH
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1 (¢) DaTA PROTECTION.—Data made available under
2 subsection (b) shall be made available in a manner that—
3 (1) protects the privacy and confidentiality of
4 individuals involved in a transportation sexual as-
5 sault or harassment incident;

6 (2) precludes the connection of the data to any
7 individual covered entity; and

8 (3) 1s organized by mode of transportation.

9 (d) PAPERWORK REDUCTION.—Subchapter 1 of

10 chapter 35 of title 44, United States Code, does not apply
11 to this Act.

12 SEC. 8. INSPECTOR GENERAL REPORT TO CONGRESS.

13 Not later than 18 months after the date of enactment
14 of this Aect, and every 2 years thereafter, the Inspector
15 General of the Department of Transportation shall assess
16 compliance with the provisions of this Act.

17 SEC. 9. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

18 Nothing in this Act may be construed to undermine

19 the responsibility and authority of—

20 (1) the pilot in command of an aircraft with re-
21 spect to the safe and secure operation of the air-
22 craft; or
23 (2) the master a vessel to which section 3507
24 of title 46, United States Code, applies.

O

*HR 5857 IH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-03T09:10:30-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




