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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. R. 2659 

To authorized the establishment of a program for cooperative research and 

development in agriculture with the Government of Israel, and for other 

purposes. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MAY 25, 2017 

Mr. SOTO (for himself, Mr. YOHO, Mr. DEUTCH, Mr. GAETZ, Mr. CRIST, Mr. 

HASTINGS, Mr. VARGAS, Ms. FRANKEL of Florida, and Ms. WASSERMAN 

SCHULTZ) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com-

mittee on Agriculture, and in addition to the Committees on Foreign Af-

fairs, and Appropriations, for a period to be subsequently determined by 

the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall with-

in the jurisdiction of the committee concerned 

A BILL 
To authorized the establishment of a program for cooperative 

research and development in agriculture with the Govern-

ment of Israel, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘United States-Israel 4

Agriculture Strategic Partnership Act’’. 5

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 6

Congress finds the following: 7
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(1) The Agreement to establish the United 1

States-Israel Binational Agricultural Research and 2

Development (BARD) Fund, signed on October 25, 3

1977, between the United States Government and 4

the Government of Israel ‘‘to promote and support 5

agricultural research and development activities 6

which are of mutual benefits to the United States 7

and Israel’’. 8

(2) Since its founding, the BARD Fund has 9

cultivated strategic partnerships between United 10

States and Israeli scientists and has been a bench-11

mark for the establishment of cooperative agree-12

ments. 13

(3) BARD Fund-sponsored research projects 14

have contributed billions of dollars to both United 15

States and Israeli economies, as determined by inde-16

pendent economic surveys. As the major platform for 17

United States-Israel agricultural research collabora-18

tion, the BARD Fund has funded more than 1,300 19

bi-national projects, awarded over $300 million for 20

research and development, and supported other pro-21

grams such as more than 250 postdoctoral fellows 22

and 50 scientific workshops. 23

(4) BARD Fund-sponsored research projects 24

have led to innovative developments, new tech-25
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nologies, and renewed focus in drip irrigation, pes-1

ticides, fish farming, livestock, poultry, disease con-2

trol, and farm equipment. 3

(5) The BARD Fund has been successful in re-4

search collaboration between United States and 5

Israel without fraud, waste, or abuse for 40 years. 6

(6) The Memorandum of Understanding Be-7

tween the U.S. National Institute of Food and Agri-8

culture and the U.S. Israel Binational Agricultural 9

Research and Development Fund To Promote Sci-10

entific Collaboration among U.S. and Israeli Sci-11

entists and Engineers, signed on November 22, 12

2013, promotes collaboration between the United 13

States and Israel. The 2013 Memorandum of Under-14

standing was intended to provide a framework 15

whereby Israeli scientists and engineers could receive 16

funding from the BARD Fund and United States 17

scientists and engineers could receive funding from 18

the National Institute for Food and Agriculture. 19

(7) It would be in the interest of the United 20

States to expand the 2013 Memorandum of Under-21

standing to include cooperation with private entities 22

and to statutorily authorize the BARD Fund to en-23

hance prospects for its long-term funding. 24
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(8) In 2014, Congress enacted legislation de-1

claring that Israel is a major strategic partner of the 2

United States and authorized the President to pro-3

mote cooperation with Israel in multiple fields, in-4

cluding agriculture. 5

(9) Joint cooperation can help solve specific 6

challenges, including food safety, food security, food 7

quality, and post-harvest issues, as well as maximize 8

production with limited resources, environmental 9

changes, water scarcity, and water management. 10

SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF UNITED STATES-ISRAEL EX-11

PANDED-BINATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RE-12

SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT FUND. 13

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Agriculture, in 14

coordination with the Secretary of State and the Adminis-15

trator of the United States Agency for International De-16

velopment, is authorized to establish a program for coop-17

erative research and development in agriculture with the 18

Government of Israel. 19

(b) EXISTING AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Agri-20

culture shall establish and carry out the program author-21

ized under subsection (a) in a manner consistent with the 22

Secretary’s authority under section 1458 of the Food and 23

Agriculture Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3291). 24
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(c) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the program author-1

ized under subsection (a) shall be to establish a framework 2

to enhance the collaboration between the United States 3

and Israel in research and development activities relating 4

to agriculture, including between public and private enti-5

ties. 6

(d) ACTIVITIES SUPPORTED.—Activities that may be 7

supported under the program authorized under subsection 8

(a) include— 9

(1) activities authorized under the Agreement 10

to establish the United States-Israel Binational Ag-11

ricultural Research and Development (BARD) 12

Fund; and 13

(2) activities authorized under section 1458 of 14

the Food and Agriculture Act of 1977. 15

(e) NONGOVERNMENTAL AND PRIVATE ENTITIES.— 16

Projects and activities under the program authorized 17

under subsection (a) may be carried out by nongovern-18

mental and private entities, including through collabora-19

tion with private universities, research institutions, and 20

corporations if such projects and activities support the ob-21

jectives of the Agreement to establish the United States- 22

Israel Binational Agricultural Research and Development 23

(BARD) Fund. 24

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 25
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(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be 1

appropriated to the Secretary of Agriculture such 2

sums as may be necessary to carry out this section. 3

(2) FUND; AVAILABILITY.—Amounts appro-4

priated pursuant to the authorization of appropria-5

tions under paragraph (1)— 6

(A) shall be known as the ‘‘United States- 7

Israel Expanded-Binational Agricultural Re-8

search and Development Fund’’ or ‘‘E–BARD 9

Fund’’; and 10

(B) are authorized to remain available 11

until expended. 12

(3) TRANSFER AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of 13

Agriculture may transfer amounts appropriated pur-14

suant to the authorization of appropriations under 15

paragraph (1) to the heads of other relevant Federal 16

departments and agencies, including the Department 17

of State and the United States Agency for Inter-18

national Development, for purposes of carrying out 19

the program authorized under subsection (a). 20

(g) BINATIONAL TASK FORCE.— 21

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, in 22

coordination with the Secretary of Agriculture, is au-23

thorized to seek to establish a binational task force 24

to provide guidance and oversight with respect to the 25
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program authorized under subsection (a), including 1

to address matters described in paragraph (2). 2

(2) MATTERS DESCRIBED.—The matters de-3

scribed in this paragraph are the following: 4

(A) Identifying funding priorities and inno-5

vative developments in agriculture in evaluating 6

projects under the program. 7

(B) Proposing research competitions 8

among universities and private entities in se-9

lecting projects under the program. 10

(3) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 11

Congress that the task force established under para-12

graph (1) should be comprised of the following: 13

(A) The Secretary of Agriculture. 14

(B) The Israeli Minister for Agriculture 15

and Rural Development. 16

(C) Members of the board of directors of 17

the BARD Fund. 18

(D) The administrators of the Agriculture 19

Research Service, Economic Research Service, 20

and the National Institute of Food and Agri-21

culture. 22

(E) The chief scientist of the Israeli Min-23

istry of Agriculture and the director of the Ag-24
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ricultural Research Organization—Volcani Cen-1

ter. 2

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 19:19 Jun 05, 2017 Jkt 069200 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\H2659.IH H2659sr
ad

ov
ic

h 
on

 D
S

K
3G

M
Q

08
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-04T10:44:56-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




