
S. 802 

One Hundred Fourteenth Congress 
of the 

United States of America 
AT THE FIRST SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Tuesday, 
the sixth day of January, two thousand and fifteen 

An Act 
To authorize the Secretary of State and the Administrator of the United States 

Agency for International Development to provide assistance to support the rights 
of women and girls in developing countries, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Girls Count Act of 2015’’. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) According to the United States Census Bureau’s 2013 

international figures, 1 person in 12, or close to 900,000,000 
people, is a girl or young woman age 10 through 24. 

(2) The Census Bureau’s data also illustrates that young 
people are the fastest growing segment of the population in 
developing countries. 

(3) Even though most countries do have birth registration 
laws, four out of ten babies born in 2012 were not registered 
worldwide. Moreover, an estimated 36 percent of children under 
the age of five worldwide (about 230,000,000 children) do not 
possess a birth certificate. 

(4) A nationally recognized proof of birth system is impor-
tant to determining a child’s citizenship, nationality, place of 
birth, parentage, and age. Without such a system, a passport, 
driver’s license, or other identification card is difficult to obtain. 
The lack of such documentation can prevent girls and women 
from officially participating in and benefitting from the formal 
economic, legal, and political sectors in their countries. 

(5) The lack of birth registration among girls worldwide 
is particularly concerning as it can exacerbate the dispropor-
tionate vulnerability of women to trafficking, child marriage, 
and lack of access to health and education services. 

(6) A lack of birth registration among women and girls 
can also aggravate what, in many places, amounts to an already 
reduced ability to seek employment, participate in civil society, 
or purchase or inherit land and other assets. 

(7) Girls undertake much of the domestic labor needed 
for poor families to survive: carrying water, harvesting crops, 
tending livestock, caring for younger children, and doing chores. 

(8) Accurate assessments of access to education, poverty 
levels, and overall census activities are hampered by the lack 
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of official information on women and girls. Without this rudi-
mentary information, assessments of foreign assistance and 
domestic social welfare programs are difficult to gauge. 

(9) To help ensure that women and girls are considered 
in United States foreign assistance policies and programs, that 
their needs are addressed in the design, implementation, and 
evaluation of foreign assistance programs, and that women 
and girls have the opportunity to succeed, it is important that 
girls be counted and have access to birth certificates and other 
official documentation. 

SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

It is the policy of the United States to— 
(1) encourage countries to support the rule of law and 

ensure girls and boys of all ages are able to fully participate 
in society, including by providing birth certifications and other 
official documentation; 

(2) enhance training and capacity-building in key devel-
oping countries, local nongovernmental organizations, and other 
civil society organizations, including faith-based organizations 
and organizations representing children and families in the 
design, implementation, and monitoring of programs under this 
Act, to effectively address the needs of birth registries in coun-
tries where girls are systematically undercounted; and 

(3) incorporate into the design, implementation, and evalua-
tion of policies and programs measures to evaluate the impact 
that such policies and programs have on girls. 

SEC. 4. UNITED STATES ASSISTANCE TO SUPPORT COUNTING OF GIRLS 
IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary and the Administrator are 
authorized to prioritize and advance ongoing efforts to— 

(1) support programs that will contribute to improved and 
sustainable Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Systems 
(CRVS) with a focus on birth registration; 

(2) support programs that build the capacity of developing 
countries’ national and local legal and policy frameworks to 
prevent discrimination against girls in gaining access to birth 
certificates, particularly where this may help prevent exploi-
tation, violence, and other abuse; and 

(3) support programs and key ministries, including, 
interior, youth, and education ministries, to help increase prop-
erty rights, social security, home ownership, land tenure secu-
rity, inheritance rights, access to education, and economic and 
entrepreneurial opportunities, particularly for women and girls. 
(b) COORDINATION WITH MULTILATERAL ORGANIZATIONS.—The 

Secretary and the Administrator are authorized to coordinate with 
the World Bank, relevant United Nations agencies and programs, 
and other relevant organizations to encourage and work with coun-
tries to enact, implement, and enforce laws that specifically collect 
data on girls and establish registration programs to ensure girls 
are appropriately counted and have the opportunity to be active 
participants in the social, legal, and political sectors of society 
in their countries. 

(c) COORDINATION WITH PRIVATE SECTOR AND CIVIL SOCIETY 
ORGANIZATIONS.—The Secretary and the Administrator are author-
ized to work with the United States, international, and local private 
sector and civil society organizations to advocate for the registration 
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and documentation of all girls and boys in developing countries, 
in order to help prevent exploitation, violence, and other abuses 
and to help provide economic and social opportunities. 
SEC. 5. REPORT. 

The Secretary and the Administrator shall include in relevant 
evaluations and reports to Congress the following information: 

(1) To the extent practicable, a breakdown of United States 
foreign assistance beneficiaries by age, gender, marital status, 
location, and school enrollment status. 

(2) A description, as appropriate, of how United States 
foreign assistance benefits girls. 

(3) Specific information, as appropriate, on programs that 
address the particular needs of girls. 

SEC. 6. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the 

Administrator of the United States Agency for International 
Development. 

(2) FOREIGN ASSISTANCE.—The term ‘‘foreign assistance’’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 634(b) of the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2394(b)). 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of State. 

SEC. 7. SUNSET. 

This Act shall expire on the date that is five years after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and
President of the Senate. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [716.400 1152.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-05T04:47:01-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




