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Recognizing the establishment of the Congressional Patriot Award and con-
gratulating the first award recipients, Sam Johnson and John Lewis,
for their patriotism and selfless service to the country.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FEBRUARY 4, 2016
Mr. LArsON of Connecticut (for himself, Mr. CoLE, Mr. LOEBSACK, Mr.
McNERNEY, Mrs. Lowgry, Mr. PRICE of North Carolina, Mr. WELCH,
Mr. LEVIN, Mr. FARR, Mr. SWALWELL of California, Ms. Estoo, Mrs.
NAPOLITANO, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. MEEKS, Ms. MOORE, Mr.
Rusm, Mr. AL GREEN of Texas, Mrs. BEaTTY, Ms. KAPTUR, Ms. MaX-
INE WATERS of California, Ms. WASSERMAN ScIrunTz, Mr. Bisnor of
Utah, Mr. MicHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania, Mrs. NoOEM, Mr. RoD-
NEY DaAvIs of Illinois, Mrs. WALORSKI, Mr. CrAy, Mr. TAKAL, Mr. RYAN
of Ohio, Mr. NORCROSS, Mr. HONDA, Mr. SIRES, Mr. ELLISON, Ms. WIL-
SON of Florida, Mr. JEFFRIES, Mr. CLEAVER, Ms. BROWN of Florida,
Mr. HastiNgs, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. ScorT of
Virginia, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN
GRrIsHAM of New Mexico, Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California, Mrs.
Carps, Mr. CApUANO, Mr. PASCRELL, Ms. DEGETTE, Mr. CASTRO of
Texas, Mr. CROWLEY, Ms. PINGREE, Ms. EDWARDS, Ms. McCoOLLUM,
Ms. SEWELL of Alabama, Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, Mr. GENE GREEN of
Texas, Mr. ToNKO, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. DAVID ScoTT of Georgia, Mr.
Dorp, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. TED LIEU of California, Mr. SERRANO, Ms.
Esty, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. O’'ROURKE, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. ISRAEL, Mr.
TAKANO, Mrs. TORRES, Ms. JUDY CHU of California, Mr. THOMPSON of
California, Mr. GARAMENDI, Ms. MaTsul, Mr. HECK of Washington, Ms.
BoNawmict, Mr. BEYER, Mr. KILMER, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. RICE
of South Carolina, Mr. VELA, Mr. PETERS, Mr. TioMpsoN of Mis-
sissippi, Mr. Scorrr, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mr. CoNNOLLY, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr.
BERA, Mr. CUELLAR, Ms. ADAMS, Mr. AGUILAR, Mr. CARDENAS, Ms.
CAsTOR of Florida, Mr. DELANEY, Ms. DELBENE, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr.
GALLEGO, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. LOFGREN, Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York, Mr. NADLER, Mr. NoraN, Mr. Porrs, Miss RicE of New
York, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. SPEIER, Mr. DEFAzIo, Mr. HIGGINS, Mr.
HiNoJosa, Mr. CARNEY, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. YARMUTH, Ms. HauN, Mr.
PETERSON, Ms. TSONGAS, Mr. KiING of New York, Mr. ZELDIN, Mr.
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DonovaN, Mr. IHOYER, Mr. VARGAs, Mr. Farrarm, Mr. VAN HHOLLEN,
Mr. KinDp, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. VISCLOSKY, Mr. LARSEN of Washington, Mr.
CrocmLraNg, Mr. DanNy K. Davis of Illinois, Ms. DELAURO, Mr. GOWDY,
Mr. GUTIERREZ, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. VEASEY, Ms. GABBARD,
Mr. CLYBURN, Ms. FUDGE, Mr. BIsHoP of Georgia, Mr. RICHMOND, Ms.
SINEMA, Mr. Costa, Mr. Ruiz, Mr. KiLDEE, Ms. MENG, Mr. DEUTCH,
Ms. KLy of Illinois, Ms. SLAUGHTER, Ms. KUSTER, Mrs. Davis of
(California, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. BEN Ray
LUJAN of New Mexico, Mr. CARSON of Indiana, Mr. SHUSTER, Mr.
BECERRA, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. SMiTH of Washington, Mr. BRENDAN F.
BoYLE of Pennsylvania, Ms. BAss, Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. RANGEL, Mr.
RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr. CoHgen, Mr. CONYERS, Mr.
DESAULNIER, Mr. KEATING, Mr. NEAL, Mr. LyNCH, Ms. GRAHAM, Mr.
COOPER, Mr. SCHRADER, Mr. FORTENBERRY, Mr. ASHFORD, Mr. LIPIN-
SKI, Mr. WALz, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr. PERLMUTTER, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr.
Hmes, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mrs. BusTos, Mr. BRADY of Pennsyl-
vania, Ms. FRANKEL of Florida, Ms. T1rus, Mr. FOSTER, Mr. GRAYSON,
Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. BROWNLEY of California, Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ
of California, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Ms. LEE, Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr. POCAN,
Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, Mr. MurrHy of Florida, Mr. GIBSON, Mr.
CorLnLiNs of New York, Mr. Hanna, Mr. Reep, Mr. KaTko, Ms.
STEFANIK, Mr. HOLDING, Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr. TIBERI, Mr.
RENAccI, Mr. MEENAN, Ms. JENKINS of Kansas, Mr. BARTON, Mr.
BRADY of Texas, Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. BURGESS, Mr. KING of Towa, Mr.
YODER, Mr. HUNTER, Mr. McIIENRY, Mr. WALBERG, Mr. HULTGREN,
Mr. CrENsHAwW, Mr. JorLy, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Mr. Prrrs, Mr.
SiMpPsON, Mr. Pompro, Mr. WEBSTER of Florida, Mr. RiGeLL, Mr.
BraT, Mr. HURT of Virginia, Mr. HURD of Texas, Mr. SMITH of Ne-
braska, Mr. CoNaway, Mr. HirLr, Mr. WoMACK, Mr. ROGERS of Ken-
tucky, Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina, Mr. YOUNG of Alaska, Mr.
RoOONEY of Florida, Mr. WITTMAN, Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, Mr. AMODEI,
Mr. Krang, Mr. Liucas, and Mr. MULLIN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Committee on House Administration

RESOLUTION

Recognizing the establishment of the Congressional Patriot
Award and congratulating the first award recipients,
Sam Johnson and John Lewis, for their patriotism and

selfless service to the country.

Whereas the Congressional Patriot Award will be awarded
once every 2 yvears to Members of Congress, a Republican
and a Democrat, found to have performed patriotic deeds
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worthy to be remembered, in that they demonstrate the
immeasurable value of placing the interests and goals of
the Nation above all other interests in a manner which
brings credibility and honor to the institution of Con-

oress;

Whereas Sam Johnson and John Lewis have dedicated their
lives to the betterment of our Nation both prior to and

during their service in the United States Congress;

Whereas Sam Johnson served in the Air Force for 29 years,
flying in combat missions in both the Korean and Viet-

nam Wars;

Whereas Johnson is one of the few Members of Congress to

have flown combat missions;

Whereas, on April 16, 1966, Johnson’s plane was shot down
over Vietham during his 25th combat mission, suffering

a broken arm and back, and a dislocated shoulder;

Whereas Johnson endured nearly seven years of repeated tor-
ture while a POW in Hanoi, Vietnam, including 42
months in solitary confinement in a 3x9 foot dirt cell

with a light constantly on;

Whereas he spent 72 days in leg stocks, 242 years in leg
irons, and experienced severe starvation;

Whereas Johnson was part of a group of 11 prisoners known
as the Alcatraz Gang (Hanoi Hilton), who represented
prisoners separated from other captives for their resist-
ance to their captors;

Whereas he never gave in to his captors demands for infor-
mation;

Whereas Johnson was released from captivity during Oper-

ation Homecoming in 1973;
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Whereas upon return, Johnson was awarded two Silver Stars,
two Legions of Merit, the Distinguished Flying Cross,
one Bronze Star with Valor, two Purple Hearts, four Air

Medals, and three Outstanding Unit Awards;

Whereas Johnson was awarded the National Patriot Award
from the Congressional Medal of Honor Society in 2009,

the society’s highest civilian award;

Whereas Johnson began a homebuilding company after retir-
ing from the Air Force in 1979;

Whereas Johnson was elected to the Texas State House of

Representatives where he served for seven years;

Whereas Johnson wrote an autobiography titled Captive War-
riors: A Vietnam P.O.W.’s Story in 1992;

Whereas Johnson was elected into the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives in 1991, representing the 3rd Distriet of

Texas;

Whereas Johnson’s strength of character and devotion to oth-
ers has made him an effective and admired Member of

the United States House of Representatives;

Whereas John Lewis is known as one of the most courageous

individuals of the Civil Rights Movement;

Whereas Lewis participated in the 1961 Freedom Rides, sit-
ting in seats reserved for Whites in bus terminals along
the South;

Whereas Lewis was imprisoned for 40 days in the Mississippi
State Penitentiary for participating in Freedom Rides in
the State;

Whereas Lewis was beaten nearly unconscious at the Grey-

hound bus station in Montgomery, Alabama, for his par-

ticipation in the Freedom Rides;
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Whereas in 1963, at age 23, Lewis was named Chairman of
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC),
responsible for raising student activism in the commu-

nity;

Whereas Lewis was a designer and youngest keynote speaker

at the historic March on Washington in August of 1963;

Whereas, along with Hosea Williams, Lewis led 600 pro-
testers along the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Ala-
bama, to Montgomery, Alabama, as a demonstration for

their right to vote;

Whereas during the March, the protesters, including Lewis,
were beaten by Alabama State Police, an event would be
the catalyst to the passage of the Voter Rights Act in
1965;

Whereas Lewis became the director of the Voter Education
Project, which would help nearly four million minorities

become voters;

Whereas in 1977, President Carter appointed Lewis to direct
the more than 250,000 volunteers of ACTION, the Fed-

eral volunteer agency;

Whereas Lewis is the recipient of the highest civilian honor
eranted by President Barack Obama, the Medal of Free-
dom, the Lincoln Medal from the historic Ford’s Theatre,
the Golden Plate Award given by the Academy of Excel-
lence, the Preservation Hero award given by the National
Trust for Historie Preservation, the Capital Award of the
National Council of Lia Raza, the Martin Luther King,
Jr. Non-Violent Peace Prize, the President’s Medal of
Georgetown University, the NAACP Spingarn Medal, the
National Education Association Martin Luther King, Jr.

Memorial Award, and the only John F. Kennedy ‘‘Profile
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in Courage Award” for Lifetime Achievement ever grant-

ed by the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation;

Whereas Lewis was elected to Congress in 1987, representing
the Hth District of Georgia;

Whereas Lewis” courage and leadership has made him one of
the strongest and most revered Members of the United

States House of Representatives; and

Whereas once in every biennial Congress, Members of the
House should gather to reflect on the lifelong service and
dedication these men so willingly give to their country:

Now, therefore, be it
| Resolved, That the House of Representatives com-
memorates Representative Sam Johnson and Representa-
tive John Lewis for their patriotic service and sacrifice

to the country they love and for becoming the first ever

(O B Y S )

recipients of the Congressional Patriot Award.

O
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