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NOVEMBER 16, 2016 

Read twice and placed on the calendar 

AN ACT 
To amend the Communications Act of 1934 to ensure the 

integrity of voice communications and to prevent unjust 

or unreasonable discrimination among areas of the 

United States in the delivery of such communications. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Improving Rural Call 4

Quality and Reliability Act of 2016’’. 5
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SEC. 2. ENSURING THE INTEGRITY OF VOICE COMMUNICA-1

TIONS. 2

Part II of title II of the Communications Act of 1934 3

(47 U.S.C. 251 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 4

the following: 5

‘‘SEC. 262. ENSURING THE INTEGRITY OF VOICE COMMU-6

NICATIONS. 7

‘‘(a) REGISTRATION AND COMPLIANCE BY INTER-8

MEDIATE PROVIDERS.—An intermediate provider that of-9

fers or holds itself out as offering the capability to trans-10

mit covered voice communications from one destination to 11

another and that charges any rate to any other entity (in-12

cluding an affiliated entity) for the transmission shall— 13

‘‘(1) register with the Commission; and 14

‘‘(2) comply with the service quality standards 15

for such transmission to be established by the Com-16

mission under subsection (c)(1)(B). 17

‘‘(b) REQUIRED USE OF REGISTERED INTER-18

MEDIATE PROVIDERS.—A covered provider may not use 19

an intermediate provider to transmit covered voice com-20

munications unless such intermediate provider is reg-21

istered under subsection (a)(1). 22

‘‘(c) COMMISSION RULES.— 23

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 24

‘‘(A) REGISTRY.—Not later than 180 days 25

after the date of enactment of this section, the 26
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Commission shall promulgate rules to establish 1

a registry to record registrations under sub-2

section (a)(1). 3

‘‘(B) SERVICE QUALITY STANDARDS.—Not 4

later than 1 year after the date of enactment of 5

this section, the Commission shall promulgate 6

rules to establish service quality standards for 7

the transmission of covered voice communica-8

tions by intermediate providers. 9

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In promulgating the 10

rules required by paragraph (1), the Commission 11

shall— 12

‘‘(A) ensure the integrity of the trans-13

mission of covered voice communications to all 14

customers in the United States; and 15

‘‘(B) prevent unjust or unreasonable dis-16

crimination among areas of the United States 17

in the delivery of covered voice communications. 18

‘‘(d) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF REGISTRY.—The 19

Commission shall make the registry established under sub-20

section (c)(1)(A) publicly available on the website of the 21

Commission. 22

‘‘(e) SCOPE OF APPLICATION.—The requirements of 23

this section shall apply regardless of the format by which 24

any communication or service is provided, the protocol or 25
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format by which the transmission of such communication 1

or service is achieved, or the regulatory classification of 2

such communication or service. 3

‘‘(f) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this sec-4

tion shall be construed to affect the regulatory classifica-5

tion of any communication or service. 6

‘‘(g) EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS.—Nothing in this sec-7

tion shall be construed to preempt or expand the authority 8

of a State public utility commission or other relevant State 9

agency to collect data, or investigate and enforce State 10

law and regulations, regarding the completion of intra-11

state voice communications, regardless of the format by 12

which any communication or service is provided, the pro-13

tocol or format by which the transmission of such commu-14

nication or service is achieved, or the regulatory classifica-15

tion of such communication or service. 16

‘‘(h) EXCEPTION.—The requirement under sub-17

section (a)(2) to comply with the service quality standards 18

established under subsection (c)(1)(B) shall not apply to 19

a covered provider that— 20

‘‘(1) on or before the date that is 1 year after 21

the date of enactment of this section, has certified 22

as a Safe Harbor provider under section 64.2107(a) 23

of title 47, Code of Federal Regulations, or any suc-24

cessor regulation; and 25
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‘‘(2) continues to meet the requirements under 1

such section 64.2107(a). 2

‘‘(i) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 3

‘‘(1) COVERED PROVIDER.—The term ‘covered 4

provider’ has the meaning given the term in section 5

64.2101 of title 47, Code of Federal Regulations, or 6

any successor thereto. 7

‘‘(2) COVERED VOICE COMMUNICATION.—The 8

term ‘covered voice communication’ means a voice 9

communication (including any related signaling in-10

formation) that is generated— 11

‘‘(A) from the placement of a call from a 12

connection using a North American Numbering 13

Plan resource or a call placed to a connection 14

using such a numbering resource; and 15

‘‘(B) through any service provided by a 16

covered provider. 17

‘‘(3) INTERMEDIATE PROVIDER.—The term ‘in-18

termediate provider’ means any entity that— 19

‘‘(A) enters into a business arrangement 20

with a covered provider or other intermediate 21

provider for the specific purpose of carrying, 22

routing, or transmitting voice traffic that is 23

generated from the placement of a call placed— 24
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‘‘(i) from an end user connection 1

using a North American Numbering Plan 2

resource; or 3

‘‘(ii) to an end user connection using 4

such a numbering resource; and 5

‘‘(B) does not itself, either directly or in 6

conjunction with an affiliate, serve as a covered 7

provider in the context of originating or termi-8

nating a given call.’’. 9

Passed the House of Representatives November 14, 

2016. 

Attest: KAREN L. HAAS, 

Clerk. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:09 Nov 16, 2016 Jkt 069200 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\H2566.PCS H2566m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
D

S
K

3G
9T

08
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:09 Nov 16, 2016 Jkt 069200 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\H2566.PCS H2566m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
D

S
K

3G
9T

08
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



C
alendar N

o. 668 

1
1

4
T

H
C

O
N

G
R

E
S

S
 

2
D

S
E

S
S

IO
N

 
H

. R
. 2566 

A
N

 A
C

T
 

T
o
 a

m
en

d
 th

e C
o
m

m
u

n
ica

tio
n

s A
ct o

f 1
9

3
4

 to
 en

-
su

re th
e in

teg
rity

 o
f vo

ice co
m

m
u

n
ica

tio
n

s a
n

d
 to

 
p
reven

t 
u

n
ju

st 
o
r 

u
n

rea
so

n
a
b
le 

d
iscrim

in
a
tio

n
 

a
m

o
n

g
 a

rea
s o

f th
e U

n
ited

 S
ta

tes in
 th

e d
elivery

 
o
f su

ch
 co

m
m

u
n

ica
tio

n
s. 

N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

1
6

, 2
0

1
6

 

R
ea

d
 tw

ice a
n

d
 p

la
ced

 o
n

 th
e ca

len
d
a
r 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:09 Nov 16, 2016 Jkt 069200 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 6651 Sfmt 6651 E:\BILLS\H2566.PCS H2566m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
D

S
K

3G
9T

08
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-05T04:40:18-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




