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Recognizing the threats to freedom of the press and expression around the
world and reaffirming freedom of the press as a priority in the efforts
of the United States Government to promote democracy and good govern-
ance.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

May 15, 2014
Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. RUB1O, and Mrs. SHAHEEN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions
JULy 8, 2014

Considered, amended, and agreed to with an amended preamble

RESOLUTION

Recognizing the threats to freedom of the press and expres-
sion around the world and reaffirming freedom of the
press as a priority in the efforts of the United States

Government to promote democracy and good governance.

Whereas Article 19 of the United Nations Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights, adopted at Paris December 10,
1948, states that “everyone has the right to freedom of
opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to
hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive,
and impart information and ideas through any media and

regardless of frontiers’;
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Whereas, in 1993, the United Nations General Assembly pro-
claimed May 3 of each year as “World Press Freedom
Day” to celebrate the fundamental principles of freedom
of the press, to evaluate freedom of the press around the
world, to defend the media from attacks on its independ-
ence, and to pay tribute to journalists who have lost their

lives in the exercise of their profession;

Whereas, on December 18, 2013, the United Nations General
Assembly adopted a resolution (A/RES/68/163) on the
safety of journalists and the issue of impunity, which un-
equivocally condemns all attacks and violence against
journalists and media workers, including torture,
extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, arbitrary
detention, and intimidation and harassment in both con-

flict and non-conflict situations;

Whereas 2014 is the 21st anniversary of World Press Free-
dom Day, which focuses on the theme “Media Freedom
for a Better Future: Shaping the Post-2015 Development

2
Agenda’’;

Whereas the Daniel Pearl Freedom of the Press Act of 2009
(22 U.S.C. 2151 note; Public Law 111-166), which was
passed by unanimous consent in the Senate and signed
into law by President Barack Obama in 2010, expanded
the examination of freedom of the press around the world
in the annual human rights report of the Department of
State;

Whereas according to Reporters Without Borders, 71 journal-
ists and 39 citizen journalists were killed in 2013 in con-
nection with their collection and dissemination of news

and information;
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Whereas according to the Committee to Protect Journalists,
the 3 deadliest countries for journalists on assienment in
2013 were Syria, Iraq, and Egypt, and in Syria, the
deadliest country for such journalists, an unprecedented

number of journalists were abducted;

Whereas according to the Committee to Protect Journalists,
617 journalists have been murdered since 1992 without

the perpetrators of such crimes facing punishment;

Whereas according to the Committee to Protect Journalists,
the 5 countries with the highest number of unpunished
journalist murders between 2004 to 2013 are Iraq, So-

malia, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, and Syria;

Whereas according to Reporters Without Borders, 826 jour-

nalists and 127 citizen journalists were arrested in 2013;

Whereas according to the Committee to Protect Journalists,
211 journalists worldwide were in prison on December 1,
2013;

Whereas according to Reporters Without Borders, the 5
countries with the highest number of journalists in prison

are Syria, China, Eritrea, Turkey, and Iran;

Whereas according to Reporters Without Borders, the Gov-
ernment of Syria and extremist rebel militias have inten-
tionally targeted professional and citizen journalists,
causing dramatic repercussions for the freedom of the
press throughout the region;

Whereas the Government of the Russian Federation has en-
caged In an unprecedented campaign to silence the inde-
pendent press and undermine freedom of expression, in-

cluding its recent efforts to destabilize Ukraine;

Whereas Reporters Without Borders has expressed concern

that journalists in Cuba have suffered physical attacks,
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arbitrary detention, and death threats, and have been

prevented access to information;

Whereas Freedom House has cited a deteriorating environ-

ment for internet freedom around the world and has
ranked Iran, Cuba, China, Syria, and KEthiopia as having
the worst obstacles to access, limits on content, and viola-
tions of user rights among the countries and territories

rated by Freedom House as “Not Free’’;

Whereas freedom of the press is a key component of demo-

cratic governance, the activism of civil society, and socio-

economic development; and

Whereas freedom of the press enhances public accountability,

[
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transparency, and participation: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses concern about the threats to free-
dom of the press and expression around the world
following World Press Freedom Day, held on May 3,
2014;

(2) commends journalists and media workers
around the world for their essential role in pro-
moting government accountability, defending demo-
cratic activity, and strengthening civil society, de-
spite threats to their safety;

(3) pays tribute to the journalists who have lost
their lives carrying out their work;

(4) calls on governments abroad to implement
United Nations General Assembly Resolution (A/
RES/68/163), by thoroughly investicating and seek-
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ing to resolve outstanding cases of violence against
journalists, including murders and Kkidnappings,
while ensuring the protection of witnesses;

(5) condemns all actions around the world that
suppress freedom of the press, such as the recent
kidnappings of journalists and media workers in
eastern Ukraine by pro-Russian militant groups;

(6) reaffirms the centrality of freedom of the
press to efforts by the United States Government to
support democracy, mitigate conflict, and promote
cood governance domestically and around the world;
and

(7) calls on the President and the Secretary of
State—

(A) to ensure that the United States Gov-
ernment rapidly identifies, publicizes, and re-
sponds to threats against freedom of the press
around the world;

(B) to continue to urge foreign govern-
ments to transparently investigate and bring to
justice the perpetrators of attacks against jour-

nalists; and
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(C) to continue to highlight the issue of
threats against freedom of the press year-

round.

SRES 447 ATS




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-06T19:26:40-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




