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113TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION S. 2531 

To reward and incentivize evidence-based State policies that improve edu-

cational continuity and limit juvenile court involvement and incarceration 

for youth through a priority in awarding certain competitive grants 

offered by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administra-

tion. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

JUNE 25, 2014 

Mr. MURPHY (for himself and Mr. BOOKER) introduced the following bill; 

which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Edu-

cation, Labor, and Pensions 

A BILL 
To reward and incentivize evidence-based State policies that 

improve educational continuity and limit juvenile court 

involvement and incarceration for youth through a pri-

ority in awarding certain competitive grants offered by 

the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Admin-

istration. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Better Options for 4

Kids Act of 2014’’. 5
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SEC. 2. JUVENILE JUSTICE. 1

Section 520A of the Public Health Service Act (42 2

U.S.C. 290bb–32) is amended by adding at the end the 3

following: 4

‘‘(g) PREFERENCE FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE PRO-5

GRAMS.— 6

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In awarding competitive 7

grants under this section to programs for youth in-8

volved in the criminal justice system or youth at risk 9

of becoming involved in the criminal justice system, 10

the Secretary, acting through the Administrator and 11

in consultation with the Director of the Office of 12

Safe and Healthy Students of the Department of 13

Education and the Administrator of the Office of 14

Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention of the 15

Department of Justice, shall give preference to ap-16

plications from— 17

‘‘(A) States that— 18

‘‘(i) demonstrate greater educational 19

continuity, lower rates of juvenile court in-20

volvement, and reduced recidivism, by im-21

plementing, or planning to use the grant 22

funds to implement, the required evidence- 23

based policies described in paragraph (2); 24

‘‘(ii) demonstrate existing partner-25

ships or proposed partnerships— 26
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‘‘(I) through which the State will 1

establish a coordinated process for 2

service delivery and develop the ability 3

to share information; 4

‘‘(II) that involve interagency 5

agreements or strategic plans; and 6

‘‘(III) established through a 7

memorandum of understanding or 8

strategic plan signed by State, tribal, 9

and local agency partners, as applica-10

ble, articulating the commitment of 11

the partners to a system of shared ac-12

countability and contributions to 13

achieving and measuring specific de-14

sired results; 15

‘‘(iii) have certified, through the chief 16

executive officer of the State, a commit-17

ment to the partnerships described in 18

clause (ii) and the responsibility of the 19

State for the specific desired results of 20

such partnerships; and 21

‘‘(B) entities within such States. 22

‘‘(2) REQUIRED EVIDENCE-BASED POLICIES.— 23

To receive the preference under paragraph (1), a 24

State or entity shall demonstrate through the grant 25

VerDate Mar 15 2010 00:19 Jul 02, 2014 Jkt 039200 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\S2531.IS S2531sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



4 

•S 2531 IS

application that the State, or, in the case of an ap-1

plication from an entity described in paragraph 2

(1)(B), the State in which such entity is located and 3

provides services, has implemented, or will use the 4

grant funds to implement the following evidence- 5

based policies: 6

‘‘(A) The State provides training or funds 7

training for local educational agencies in the 8

use of discipline strategies and positive school 9

climate strategies that minimize the use of sus-10

pensions, expulsions, and other actions that re-11

move students from instruction and that show 12

evidence of effectiveness for improving the 13

learning environment in the school, including 14

schoolwide positive behavioral interventions and 15

supports. 16

‘‘(B) The State requires or provides incen-17

tives to local educational agencies (as defined 18

under section 9101 of the Elementary and Sec-19

ondary Education Act) to execute a written 20

memorandum of understanding or other type of 21

collaborative agreement with any law enforce-22

ment agency that assigns school resource offi-23

cers or other officers assigned to schools prohib-24

iting the involvement of such officers in regular 25
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student disciplinary matters and sets forth a 1

description of the roles and responsibilities of 2

the officers on school grounds. 3

‘‘(C) The State prohibits or limits court re-4

ferrals for juvenile school-based status offenses, 5

including cases involving a valid court order. 6

‘‘(D) The State has shifted, or has a plan 7

to shift, significant funding formerly dedicated 8

to secure detention of minors into community- 9

based alternatives to incarceration. 10

‘‘(E) The State has adopted, or will adopt, 11

a reentry policy to ensure that youth in correc-12

tional facilities can continue their education im-13

mediately and without delay upon release from 14

such facilities by providing for prompt reenroll-15

ment into the most appropriate grade or edu-16

cational setting based on their individual needs 17

and designed to maximize their educational suc-18

cess. 19

‘‘(3) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after 20

the date of enactment of the Better Options for Kids 21

Act of 2014, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-22

mittee on Appropriations of the Senate and the 23

Committee on Appropriations of the House of Rep-24
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resentatives a report that specifies the programs to 1

which the preference under this subsection applies. 2

‘‘(4) SUNSET.—The application preference 3

under this subsection shall cease to have force and 4

effect 5 years after the date of enactment of this 5

section.’’. 6

Æ 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 00:19 Jul 02, 2014 Jkt 039200 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\S2531.IS S2531sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-06T21:16:05-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




