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To amend the Water Conservation and Utilization Act to authorize the devel-
opment of non-Federal hydropower and issuance of leases of power privi-
leges at projects constructed pursuant to the authority of the Water
Conservation and Utilization Act, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

FEBRUARY 10, 2014
Mr. BARRASSO introduced the following bill; which was read twice and
referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
JuLy 31, 2014
Reported by Ms. LANDRIEU, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To amend the Water Conservation and Utilization Act to
authorize the development of non-Federal hydropower
and issuance of leases of power privileges at projects
constructed pursuant to the authority of the Water Con-

servation and Utilization Act, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 twes of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
Seettonr 9 of the Aet entitled “An et anthorisne
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Federal lands:
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ferred to a legally oreanized water users’ assectation

weans o faetity eapable of produetne 5 mepnwatts
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Bureaw of Reclamation
Hydropower Development Equity and Jobs Act”.

SEC. 2. AMENDMENT.

Section 9 of the Act of August 11, 1939 (commonly
known as the “Water Conservation and Utilization Act”)
(16 U.S.C. 590z-7) is amended—

(1) by striking “In connection with” and insert-

g “(a) IN GENERAL.—In connection with”; and
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(2) by adding at the end the following:
“(b) CERTAIN LEASES AUTHORIZED.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding subsection
(a), the Secretary—

“(A) may enter into leases of power privi-
leges for electric power generation in connection
with any project constructed pursuant to this
Act; and

“(B) shall have authority over any project
constructed pursuant to this Act in addition to
and alternative to any existing authority relat-
g to a particular project.

“(2) PROCESS.—In entering into a lease of
power privileges under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall use the processes, terms, and conditions applica-
ble to the lease under section 9(c) of the Reclamation
Project Act of 1939 (43 U.S.C. 485h(c)).

“(3) FINDINGS NOT REQUIRED.—No findings
under section 3 shall be required for a lease under
paragraph (1).

“(4) RIGHTS RETAINED BY LESSEE.—Except as
otherwise provided under paragraph (5), all right,
title, and nterest in and to installed power facilities

constructed by non-Federal entities pursuant to a
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lease under paragraph (1), and any direct revenues
derived from that lease, shall remain with the lessee.

“(5) LEASE CHARGES.—Notwithstanding section
8, lease charges shall be credited to the project from
which the power 1s derived.

“(6) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section alters or
affects any agreement in effect on the date of enact-
ment of the Bureaw of Reclamation Hydropower De-
velopment Equity and Jobs Act for the development

of hydropower projects or disposition of revenues.”.
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