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To amend the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act to
improve ballot accessibility to uniformed services voters and overseas
voters, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

NOVEMBER 19, 2013
Mr. COrRNYN (for himself, Mr. ScnuMER, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. WARNER, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. BrowN, Mr. Runio, Mr. King, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr.
PorTMAN, Mr. CrUZ, Mr. WaLsH, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. PRYOR) in-
troduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration

ApPriL 10, 2014
Reported by Mr. SCHUMER, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To amend the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee
Voting Act to improve ballot accessibility to uniformed
services voters and overseas voters, and for other pur-

poses.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 twes of the Unated States of America in Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

TITLE I—AMENDMENTS RE-
EATED TO THE UNIFORMED
AND OVERSEAS CITIZENS AB-
SENTEE VOTING ACT

SEG: 101 PRE-ELECTION REPORTING REQUIREMENT ON
TRANSMISSION OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS.
H & State; the ehief State election offteral of
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all reasenable efferts to expeditiously supple-
paragraph (&) shall be 1 a format presertbed
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13 BER oF ABSENTEE BaARROTS TRANSMIPTED ANB Re-

—
o = O

15 wops™=

16 SEC. 102. TRANSMISSION REQUIREMENTS; REPEAL OF
17 WAIVER PROVISION.

18 fat IN GENERAL—DParacraph 153 of seetion 102460
19 of the Pniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voling
21 lowes:

22 ) teanstit a vahddy requested absentee bal-
23 lot to an absent uniformed services voter or overseas
25 tnder stibsection tob’
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{faHS); 1 the ease 1 whieh a valid reguest for an
ant to subsection (£ the State shall trans-
State fails to transmit any absentee ballet
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eolleetion and delvery of marked ab-

“(iii) ( OST 6F EXPRESS PEEPERY

S shall mot be paid by the
voter: td
Stete 40 be prid by o local jurisdietion
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12 tess than 50 days before an eleetton for Federal of-
13 Frees the State shol teatstt the absentee babot not

[—
N

Fater thatt 3 basthess davs after saeh reqrest 15 re-
15 ceived.

16 SEC. 103. TECHNICAL CLARIFICATIONS TO CONEORM TO
17 2009 MOVE ACT AMENDMENTS RELATED TO
18 THE FEDERAL WRITE-IN ABSENTEE BALLOT.
22 efertions and dnserting Ceenerals speeials prineny, and
23 ranoff eleetions™

25 sueh At t2 TS0 THTRA=2y s ainended—
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whose balot 18 returned by matl to the State or
ease of a ballot dehvered electrontentls; o the
emratt sent to the voter was wndelverable or re-
“PROHBITION OF REFUSAL OF APPHICATIONS
ON GROUNDS OF EARLY SUBMISSIONT wnd -

sertine “TREATMENT OF BALLOT REQUESTS-
eleetion for Federad office held 1 a State
any ranoff eleetions which may oeenr as &
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1 vestt of the outeone of saeh seneral elee-
5 or

7 specitie election or elections for Federal of-
8 fiee held 1 a State durine the pertod de-
9 sertbed i paragraph (-

10 ) PRESHENTRE DEsteE—Ror pe-
13 tnder section F0Har of the Patformed ol
14 Oversens Cittrens Absentee Yotine Aot (42
15 Lo B0 e

16 SEC. 105. APPLICABILITY TO COMMONWEALTH OF THE
17 NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS.

18 Paraoraphs 163 and 651 of seetton 107 of the Pni-

19 formed and Oversens Citizens Absentee Votine Aet (42
20 H-S-6. 19FHE6(6)) nre ench amended by steikine “and
22 the Commonwentth of the Northern Mariana Istands
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ACFPITIES OF THE FEDERAL VOTING AS-

SISFANCE PROGRAM AND COMPTROLLER

GENERAL REVIEW,

A by strikine “Mareh 31 of each yearl
ated inserting “June 30 of each odd-mumbered
respeet to the Federal cleetions held durine the
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) by adding at the end the followine new
YUY The number of completed offieial
S Bhe nomber of absert anifornred
services members who deelined to register to

Voting Aet (42 56 1953#—4a) is amended by redeste-

shall eonduet a review of any reports submitted
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of Congress a report containine the results of

“EA the methodology used by the Presi-
ment of—

anee; and

ane
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23 Seetton H24) of sueh et (2 Hos

33 Seetton 5D of sueh Aet (42 HS

sertphion” and inserting T deseription
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TTEE H—PROVISION OF VOTER
ASSISTANCE TO MEMBERS OF
THE ARMED FORCES
o AvaE VOrER ASSESTANCE-

Priitedd States Coder is amended by bnsertine after

“§ 1566b. Annual voter assistance

the epportanity throueh the ontine system de-
“4) resister to vote i an election for
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“Hb update the member’s voter ree-
istration mformation; or
chinses ) (i) and (i) of subparagraph ()
atrel

that—

rying out the requtrements of paragraph (b
isterine to vote i a State that accepts elee-
eleetrontie voter reeistration system usihe a
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FEHBHZ P to reetster to vote and reqtest an
absentee ballot—
form and a pre-addressed envelope for use
or
“3) Implement a system {etther independently
tdergote & perranent ehange of station; deployine
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1 {6 a summaey of any objections; eon-
2 COrHS; oF cottents tade by State or loeal elee-
4 steh seetions

7 mtttees of Coneress™ teans—

10 of the Senstes s

11 B} the Committees on Appropriations;
12 etred Servieess and Hotse ediinisteatton of
13 the Hottse of Representativess

14+ TITLE INI—ELECTRONIC VOTING
15 SYSTEMS

16 SEC. 301. REPEAL OF ELECTRONIC VOTING DEMONSTRA-
17 TION PROJECT.

20 pealed:
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TITEE IV—RESIDENGY OF
MILITARY FAMILY MEMBERS

SEC: 401 EXTENDING GUARANTEE OF RESIDENCY FOR

[E—

VOTING PURPOSES TO FAMILY MEMBERS OF
ABSENT MILITARY PERSONNEL:
s amended—
1 by stetkineg “a person who i3 absent from a
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dependent of & person who is absent from a State
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2} i the headineg by striking “SPeEsEs” and
inserting “DEPENDENTS
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22 by strikiie “SPOUSES™ wahd tisertite “DEPENDENTS—
23 ey Erreerr DariE—The amendments made by
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subseetion {a); after the date of the enactment of this Aet;
reonrdless of the date of the military orders eoneepneds
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Safequarding Elections
for our Nation’s Troops through Reforms and Improvements

(SENTRI) Act”.

TITLE I—AMENDMENTS RE-
LATED TO THE UNIFORMED
AND OVERSEAS CITIZENS AB-
SENTEE VOTING ACT

SEC. 101. PRE-ELECTION REPORTING REQUIREMENT ON
TRANSMISSION OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (c) of section 102 of the
Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (42
U.S.C. 1973ff~1(c)) is amended by striking “Not later than
90 days” and inserting the following:

“(1) PRE-ELECTION REPORT ON ABSENTEE BAL-

LOTS TRANSMITTED.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 43 days
before any election for Federal office held in a
State, the chief State election official of such
State shall submit a report containing the infor-

mation in subparagraph (B) to the Attorney

*S 1728 RS
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General and the Presidential designee, and make

that report publicly available that same day.

“(B) INFORMATION REPORTED.—The report

under subparagraph (A) shall consist of the fol-

lowing:

*S 1728 RS

“(1) The total number of absentee bal-
lots validly requested by absent uniformed
services voters and overseas voters whose re-
quests were received by the 47th day before
the election.

“(11) The total number of ballots trans-
matted to such voters by the 46th day before
the election by each unit of local government
within the State that will administer the
election.

“(111) If the chief State election official
has incomplete information on any items
required to be included in the report, an ex-
planation of what information s incom-
plete information and efforts made to ac-
quire such information, including the iden-

tity of any unit of local government that

Jailed to provide required information to the

State.
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“(C) REQUIREMENT TO SUPPLEMENT IN-

COMPLETE INFORMATION.

If the report under
subparagraph (A) has incomplete information on
any items required to be included in the report,
the chief State election official shall make all
reasonable efforts to expeditiously supplement the
report with complete information.

“(D) Formar.—The report under subpara-
graph (A) shall be in a format prescribed by the
Attorney General in consultation with the chief
State election officials of each State.

“(2) POST ELECTION REPORT ON NUMBER OF

ABSENTEE BALLOTS TRANSMITTED AND RECEIVED.—

Not later than 90 days”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The heading for sub-
section (c) of section 102 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1973ff-
1(c)) s amended by striking “REPORT ON NUMBER OF AB-
SENTEE BALLOTS TRANSMITTED AND RECEIVED” and in-
serting “REPORTS ON ABSENTEE BALLOTS.

SEC. 102. TRANSMISSION REQUIREMENTS; REPEAL OF

WAIVER PROVISION.

(a) IN GENERAL—Paragraph (8) of section 102(a) of

the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act

(42 U.S.C. 1973ff~1(a)) is amended to read as follows:

*S 1728 RS
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“(8) transmat a validly requested absentee ballot
to an absent uniformed services voter or overseas voter
by the date and in the manner determined under sub-
section (g);”.

(b) BALLOT TRANSMISSION REQUIREMENTS AND RE-
PEAL OF WAIVER PROVISION.—Subsection (g) of section
102 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1973ff~1(g)) is amended to read
as follows:

“(g) BALLOT TRANSMISSION REQUIREMENTS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of subsection
(a)(8), in the case in which a valid request for an ab-
sentee ballot 1s received at least 47 days before an
election for Federal office, the following rules shall
apply:

“(A) TRANSMISSION DEADLINE.—The State
shall transmat the absentee ballot not later than

46 days before the election.

“(B) SPECIAL RULES IN CASE OF FAILURE

TO TRANSMIT ON TIME.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—If the State fails to
transmit any absentee ballot by the 46th
day before the election as required by sub-
paragraph (A) and the absent uniformed
services voter or overseas voter did not re-

quest electronic ballot transmission pursu-

*S 1728 RS
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ant to subsection (f), the State shall trans-

mat such ballot by express delivery.

“(11) KEXTENDED FAILURE.—If the
State fails to transmit any absentee ballot
by the 41st day before the election, in addi-
tion to transmatting the ballot as provided
m clause (1), the State shall—

“(I) i the case of absentee ballots
requested by absent uniformed services
voters with respect to regularly sched-
uled general elections, notify such vot-
ers of the procedures established under
section 103A for the collection and de-
lwery of marked absentee ballots; and

“(II) wn any other case, provide
Jor the return of such ballot by express
delivery.

“(iit) COST OF EXPRESS DELIVERY.—
In any case in which express delivery is re-
quired under this subparagraph, the cost of
such express delivery—

“(I) shall not be pard by the voter,
and

“(II) may be required by the
State to be paid by a local jurisdiction

*S 1728 RS
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iof the State determines that election of-

ficials i such jurisdiction are respon-

sible for the failure to transmat the bal-
lot by any date required under this
paragraph.

“tiv)  ExceprioN.—Clause  (i1)(11)
shall not apply when an absent uniformed
services voter or overseas voter indicates the
preference to return the late sent absentee
ballot by electronic transmission in a State
that permaits return of an absentee ballot by
electronic transmission.

“(v) ENFORCEMENT—A State’s com-
pliance with this subparagraph does not bar
the Attorney General from seeking addi-
tronal remedies necessary to fully resolve or
prevent ongoing, future, or systematic viola-
tions of this provision.

“(C) SPECIAL PROCEDURE IN EVENT OF

DISASTER.—If a disaster (hurricane, tornado,

earthquake, storm, volcanic eruption, landslide,

fire, flood, or explosion), or an act of terrorism

prevents the State from transmitting any absen-

tee ballot by the 46th day before the election as

required by subparagraph (A), it shall notify the

*S 1728 RS



O o0 N N B W =

|\ IR N© TR NG T NS R NS R e e T e T e e T S
A W N = O VWV 00O NN O N B~ WD = ©

30
Attorney General as soon as practicable and take
all actions necessary, including seeking any nec-
essary judicial relief, to ensure that affected ab-
sent uniformed services voters and overseas voters
are provided a reasonable opportunity to receive
and return thewr absentee ballots in time to be
counted.
“(2) REQUESTS RECEIVED AFTER 47TH DAY BE-
FORE ELECTION.—For purposes of subsection (a)(8),
wm the case m which a valid request for an absentee
ballot 1s received less than 47 days but not less than
30 days before an election for Federal office, the State
shall transmat the absentee ballot not later than 3
business days after such request is received.”.
SEC. 103. TECHNICAL CLARIFICATIONS TO CONFORM TO
2009 MOVE ACT AMENDMENTS RELATED TO
THE FEDERAL WRITE-IN ABSENTEE BALLOT.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 102(a)(3) of the Uniformed
and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (42 U.S.C.
1973ff~1(a)(3)) is amended by striking “general elections”
and wserting “general, special, primary, and runoff elec-
tions™.
(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 103 of such

Act (42 U.S.C. 1973(1=2) is amended—

*S 1728 RS
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(1) in subsection (b)(2)(B), by striking “gen-
eral”, and
(2) in the heading thereof, by striking “GEN-

ERAL’.

SEC. 104. TREATMENT OF POST CARD REGISTRATION RE-
QUESTS.

Section 102 of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens
Absentee Voting Act (42 U.S.C. 1973ff~1) is amended by
adding at the end the following new subsection:

“() TREATMENT OF POST CARD REGISTRATIONS.—A
State shall not remove any voter who has registered to vote
using the official post card form (prescribed under section
101) except in accordance with subparagraph (A), (B), or
(C) of section S8(a)(3) of the National Voter Registration Act
of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 197399—6(a)).”.

SEC. 105. TREATMENT OF BALLOT REQUESTS.

(a) APPLICATION OF PROHIBITION OF REFUSAL OF
APPLICATIONS ON (GGROUNDS OF KARLY SUBMISSION TO
OVERSEAS VOTERS.—Section 104 of the Uniformed and
Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (42 U.S.C. 1973ff~
3) 1is amended—

(1) by inserting “or overseas voter” after “sub-

matted by an absent uniformed services voter”; and

*S 1728 RS
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(2) by striking “members of the uniformed serv-
tces” and inserting “absent uniformed services voters
or overseas voters”.

(b) USE OF SINGLE APPLICATION FOR SUBSEQUENT
ELECTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL—RSection 104 of the Uniformed
and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (42 U.S.C.
1973ff-3) s amended—

(A) by striking “A State” and inserting the

Jollowing:

“(a) PROHIBITION OF REFUSAL OF APPLICATIONS ON
G'ROUNDS OF EARLY SUBMISSION.—A State”, and
(B) by adding at the end the following new
subsections:
“(b) APPLICATION TREATED AS VALID FOR SUBSE-
QUENT KLECTIONS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—If a State accepts and proc-
esses a request for an absentee ballot by an absent
uniformed services voter or overseas voter and the
voter requests that the application be considered an
application for an absentee ballot for each subsequent
election for Federal office held in the State through
the next regularly scheduled general election for Fed-
eral office (including any runoff elections which may

occur as a result of the outcome of such general elec-

*S 1728 RS
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tion), the State shall provide an absentee ballot to the
voter for each such subsequent election.

“(2) EXCEPTIONS.—Paragraph (1) shall not
apply with respect to either of the following:

“(A) VOTERS CHANGING REGISTRATION.—A
voter removed from the list of official eligible vot-
ers i accordance with subparagraph (A), (B), or
(C) of section 8(a)(3) of the National Voter Reg-
wstration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 1973g9—6(a)).

“(B) UNDELIVERABLE BALLOTS.—A wvoter
whose ballot s returned by mail to the State or
local election officials as undeliverable or, in the
case of a ballot delwered electronically, if the
email sent to the voter was undeliverable or re-
jected due to an invalid emarl address.”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The heading of
section 104 of such Act s amended by striking “PRO-
HIBITION OF REFUSAL OF APPLICATIONS ON
GROUNDS OF EARLY SUBMISSION” and inserting

“TREATMENT OF BALLOT REQUESTS”.

(3) REVISION TO POSTCARD FORM.

(A) IN GENERAL—The Presidential des-
wgnee shall ensure that the official postcard form
prescribed under section 101(D)(2) of the Unai-

formed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting

*S 1728 RS
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1 Act (42 US.C. 1973ff(b)(2)) enables a wvoter
2 using the form to—

3 (1) request an absentee ballot for each
4 election for Federal office held in a State
5 through the next regularly scheduled general
6 election for Federal office (including any
7 runoff elections which may occur as a result
8 of the outcome of such general election); or
9 (11) request an absentee ballot for a
10 specific election or elections for Federal of-
11 fice held in a State during the period de-
12 seribed in paragraph (1).

13 (B) PRESIDENTIAL DESIGNEE.—For pur-
14 poses of this paragraph, the term “Presidential
15 designee” means the individual designated under
16 section 101(a) of the Uniformed and Overseas
17 Citizens  Absentee  Voting Act (42 U.S.C.
18 19731f(a)).

19 SEC. 106. APPLICABILITY TO COMMONWEALTH OF THE
20 NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS.

21 Paragraphs (6) and (8) of section 107 of the Uni-

22 formed and Owverseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (42
23 U.S.C. 1973(f~6(6)) are each amended by striking “and
24 American Samoa” and inserting “American Samoa, and

25 the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands”.
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1 SEC. 107. BIENNIAL REPORT ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
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19
20
21
22
23
24
25

ACTIVITIES OF THE FEDERAL VOTING ASSIST-
ANCE PROGRAM AND COMPTROLLER GEN-
ERAL REVIEW.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 105A(b) of the Uniformed
and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (42 U.S.C.
1973ff~4a(b)) is amended—

(1) wn the matter preceding paragraph (1)—

(A4) by striking “March 31 of each year”
and inserting “June 30 of each odd-numbered
year”; and

(B) by striking “the following information”
and nserting “the following information with
respect to the Federal elections held during the 2
preceding calendar years”;

(2) in paragraph (1), by striking “separate as-
sessment” each place it appears and inserting “sepa-
rate assessment and statistical analysis™; and

(3) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking “section 1566a” in the mat-
ter preceding subparagraph (A) and inserting
“sections 1566a and 156607

(B) by striking “such section” each place it
appears i subparagraphs (A) and (B) and in-

serting “such sections”; and

*S 1728 RS
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(C) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

“(C) The number of completed official post-
card forms prescribed under section 101(b)(2)
that were completed by absent uniformed services
members and accepted and transmitted.

“(D) The number of absent uniformed serv-
wces members who declined to register to vote
under such sections.”.

(b) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REVIEWS.—Section 105A
of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act
(42 U.S.C. 1973ff~4a) is amended by redesignating sub-
section (¢) as subsection (d) and by inserting after sub-
section (b) the following new subsection:

“(¢) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REVIEWS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—

“t4) ReviEw.—The Comptroller General
shall conduct a review of any reports submatted
by the Presidential designee under subsection (D)
with respect to elections occurring in calendar
years 2014 through 2020.

“(B) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days
after a report is submaitted by the Presidential
designee under subsection (b), the Comptroller

General shall submit to the relevant committees
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of Congress a report containing the results of the
review conducted under subparagraph (A).

“(2) MATTERS REVIEWED.—A review conducted

under paragraph (1) shall assess—

“(A) the methodology wused by the Presi-
dential designee to prepare the report and to de-
velop the data presented in the report, including
the approach for designing, 1mplementing, and
analyzing the results of any surveys,

“(B) the effectiveness of any voting assist-
ance covered in the report provided under sub-
section (b) and provided by the Presidential des-
wgnee to absent overseas uniformed services voters
and overseas voters who are not members of the
uniformed services, including an assessment of—

“(1) any steps taken toward vmproving
the 1mplementation of such voting assist-
ance; and

“(11) the extent of collaboration between
the Presidential designee and the States in
providing such voting assistance; and

“(C) any other information the Comptroller

General considers relevant to the review.”.

(¢c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—
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(1) Section 101(b) of such Act (42 U.S.C.
1973ff(b)) s amended—

(A) by striking paragraph (6); and

(B) by redesignating  paragraphs (7)
through (11) as paragraphs (6) through (10), re-
spectively.

(2) Section 102(a) of such Act (42 U.S.C.
1973ff~1(a)) is amended—

(A4) am  paragraph (5), by striking
“101(b)(7)” and inserting “101(b)(6)”; and

(B) in  paragraph (11), by striking
“101(b)(11)” and inserting “101(b)(10)”".

(3) Section 105A(b) of such Act (42 U.S.C.
1973ff~4a(b)) 1s amended—

(A) by striking “ANNUAL REPORT” in the
subsection heading and inserting “BIENNIAL RE-
PORT”; and

(B) by striking “In the case of” n para-
graph (3) and all that follows through “a de-
seription” and inserting “A description”.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by this

22 section shall apply to reports required to be issued after the

23 date of the enactment of this Act.
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SEC. 108. EFFECTIVE DATE.

Except as provided in section 107(d), the amendments

made by this title shall take effect on January 1, 2015.

TITLE II—PROVISION OF VOTER
ASSISTANCE TO MEMBERS OF
THE ARMED FORCES

SEC. 201. PROVISION OF ANNUAL VOTER ASSISTANCE.
(a) ANNUAL VOTER ASSISTANCE.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 80 of title 10, Unated
States Code, is amended by inserting after section
1566a the following new section:
“§1566b. Annual voter assistance
“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense shall
carry out the following activities:
“(1) In coordination with the Secretary of each
malitary department—

“(A) affirmatively offer, on an annual
basis, each member of the armed forces on active
duty (other than active duty for training) the
opportunity, through the online system developed
under paragraph (2), to—

“(1) register to vote in an election for

Federal office;

“(1n) update the member’s voter reg-
wstration information; or
“(11) request an absentee ballot;
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“(B) provide services to such members for
the purpose of carrying out the activities in
clauses (v), (1), and (v1) of subparagraph (A);
and

“(C) require any such member who declines
the offer for voter assistance under subparagraph
(A) to indicate and record that decision.

“(2) Implement an online system that, to the ex-

tent practicable, 1s integrated with the existing sys-

tems of each of the malitary departments and that—

“(A) provides an electronic means for car-
rying out the requirements of paragraph (1);

“(B) in the case of an individual registering
to vote in a State that accepts electronic voter
registration and operates its own electronic voter
registration system using a form that meets the
requirements for mail voter registration forms
under section 9(b) of the National Voler Reg-
istration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 197399-7(b)),
durects such indiwvidual to that system; and

“(C) wn the case of an individual using the
official postcard form prescribed under section
101(b)(2) of the Uniformed and Overseas Citi-
zens  Absentee  Voting  Act (42  UNN.C.
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1973ff(b)(2)) to register to vote and request an

absentee ballot—

“(1) pre-populates such official post-
card form with the personal information of
such indwvidual, and

“(i)(I) produces the pre-populated
Jorm and a pre-addressed envelope for use
m transmatting such official postcard form;
or

“(II) tramsmits the completed official
postcard form electronically to the appro-
priate State or local election officials.

“(3) Implement a system (either independently
or in conjunction with the online system under para-
graph (2)) by which any change of address by a mem-
ber of the armed forces on active duty who is under-
going a permanent change of station, deploying over-
seas for at least six months, or returning from an
overseas deployment of at least six months automati-
cally triggers a notification via electronic means to
such member that—

“(A) indicates that such member’s voter reg-
wstration or absentee mailing address should be
updated with the appropriate State or local elec-

tion officials; and

*S 1728 RS



O© o0 2 O Whn A W N -

[\O I O B S i e e e T e e e e T
—_— O O o0 N N O nm R~ WD = O

22
23
24
25

42

“(B) includes instructions on how to update
such wvoter registration using the online system
developed under paragraph (2).

“(b) DaTA COLLECTION.—The online system developed
under subsection (a)(2) shall collect and store all data re-
quired to meet the reporting requirements of section 201(D)
of the Safeguarding Elections for our Nation’s Troops
through Reforms and Improvements (SENTRI) Act and
section 105A(b)(2) of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens
Absentee Voting Act (42 U.S.C. 1973ff~4a(b)(2)) in a man-
ner that complies with section 552a of title 5, United States
Code, (commonly known as the Privacy Act of 1974) and
vmposes no new record management burden on any mili-
tary unat or military installation.

“(c¢) TIMING OF VOTER ASSISTANCE.—To the extent
practicable, the voter assistance under subsection (a)(1)
shall be offered as a part of each servicemember’s annual
training.

“(d) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this section, the Secretary of De-
fense shall prescribe regqulations implementing the require-
ments of subsection (a). Such regulations shall include pro-
cedures to inform those members of the armed forces on ac-
tive duty (other than active duty for training) experiencing

a change of address about the benefits of this section and
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1 the timeframe for requesting an absentee ballot to ensure

2 sufficient time for State delivery of the ballot.”.

3

4
5
6

|

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 80 of such title s
amended by inserting after the item relating to sec-

tion 1566a the following new item:

“1566b. Annual voter assistance.”.
(b) REPORT ON STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Defense shall submit to the relevant committees of
Congress a report on the status of the implementation
of the requirements of section 1566b of title 10,
Unated States Code, as added by subsection (a)(1).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report under paragraph
(1) shall include—

(A) a detailed description of any specific
steps already taken towards the vmplementation

of the requirements of such section 15660

(B) a detailed plan for the implementation
of such requirements, including mailestones and
deadlines for the completion of such implementa-
tion;

(C) the costs expected to be incurred in the

vmplementation of such requirements;
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(D) a description of how the annual voting
assistance and system under subsection (a)(3) of
such section will be integrated with Department
of Defense personnel databases that track maili-
tary servicemembers’ address changes;

(E) an estimate of how long it will take an
average member to complete the voter assistance
process requirved under subsection (a)(1) of such
section;

(F) an explanation of how the Secretary of
Defense will collect reliable data on the utiliza-
tion of the online system under subsection (a)(2)
of such section; and

(G) a summary of any objections, concerns,
or comments made by State or local election offi-
cials regarding the vmplementation of such sec-
tion.

(3) RELEVANT COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS DE-

FINED.—In this subsection, the term “‘relevant com-

mittees of Congress” means—

(A) the Committees on Appropriations,
Armed Services, and Rules and Administration

of the Senate; and
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(B) the Commaittees on Appropriations,
Armed Services, and House Administration of

the House of Representatives.

TITLE IIT—ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS

SEC. 301. REPEAL OF ELECTRONIC VOTING DEMONSTRA-
TION PROJECT.
Section 1604 of the National Defense Authorization

Act for Fiscal Year 2002 (42 U.S.C. 1973(f note) is repealed.
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