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To provide transparency, accountability, and limitations of Government
sponsored conferences.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JULY 23, 2013
Mr. CoBURN (for himself, Mr. McCAIN, Mr. CHIESA, Mr. ENzI, and Ms.
AYOTTE) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred
to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs

OCTOBER 1, 2014
Reported, under authority of the order of the Senate of September 18, 2014,
by Mr. CARPER, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To provide transparency, accountability, and limitations of

Government sponsored conferences.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tiwes of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

4 This Aet may be etted as the “Conferenee Aceount-
S abthty Aet of 2003=



1 SEC. 2. GOVERNMENT SPONSORED CONEFERENCES.

3 EATENG 1O CONFERENCES—

8 *§5712:; Limitations and reports on travel expenses te
9 conferenees

10 “fa) In this seetion; the term—

11 ) “conferenee’ means o meetne that—

12 9 s held for consttation edienttons ot
13 disenssion;

14 4 s not held entirely at an ageney faed-
15 s

16 HO) invelves eosts assoctated with travel
17 attd todete for some partietpatts; and

18 “B) s spotsered by 1 or tiore agenetes;
19 1 or more organizations that are not ageneies;
20 of o eottbttton of steh aoetetes o ootz
21 tHons: and

22 SR Spbeptabort eerFerenecs Bt o ot
23 ferentee attended by representatives of—

24 “Y the Frited States Government: and
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3
State subtits to Coneress before the conferenee a written
ptible Trternet website of that aeeney a report on each
ferenree;
“h o the ease of o eotterenee for webeh thet
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2 the loeation; and

4 holdine a econference rather thanh conduetine a
5 teleeonferenee;

6 “5) the date of the econferenee;

7 =6t ot exphratton how the eotderenee ad-
10 plovee or any mdividaal whoe s not a Federal em-
11 plovee whose travel expenses or other eonferenee ex-
12 penses were patd by the ageney and

13 &) the total namber of individuals whose trav-
14 el expenses or other conferenee expenses swere paid
15 by the ageney:

16 =t Fmeh report posted on the pubhe Bternet
17 swebstte under subseetion {te) shal—

18 1 be 1 a searchable eleetronte format; and
19 =2 petn o thet seebstte for at feast 5 vents
20 after the date of postine’=

22 MENT—The table of seetions for ehapter 57 of title
24 the #tem relatine to seetion 57 the followine:
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Code} muy not muake; or obligate to muake; expendt-
Petsess
THoNS—
States Code; and
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o=
oft any presentation made by any employee of that

tattoty;

or other nontlederal sotree used to pay or de-
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miore ther =500.000 to support o sinele eons
ferenee:

sponsored or oreanized by a partiealar oreant-

eonferenee:
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2 An ageney may not establich or implement a poliey
3 that diseottinees o prohtbits the selecton of o toen-
4 Hon for travel an event; a meetine; or a conference
5 beeattse the loeation 13 pereetved to be a resort or va-
6 eatton destination:
7 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
8 This Act may be cited as the “Conference Account-
9 ability Act of 2014”.

10 SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

11 In this Act—

12 (1) the term “agency” has the meaning given
13 that term wunder section 5701(1) of title 5, United
14 States Code; and

15 (2) the term “conference” means a meeting, re-
16 treat, semanar, symposium, or event that involves
17 attendee travel.

18 SEC. 3. GOVERNMENT SPONSORED CONFERENCES.
19 (a) EXPENSES OF FEDERAL AGENCIES RELATING TO

20 CONFERENCES.—

21 (1) LIMITATIONS AND REPORTS ON CONFERENCE
22 EXPENSES.—Subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5,
23 United States Code, is amended by adding at the end
24 the following:
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9

“§5712. Limitations and reports on conference ex-
penses

“la) In this section, the term ‘conference’ means a
meeting, retreat, seminar, symposium, or event that in-
volves attendee travel.

“(b) No agency may pay the travel expenses for more
than 50 employees of that agency who are stationed in the
Unated States, for any conference occurring outside the
United States, unless the Deputy Secretary (or the equiva-
lent) and the Chief Financial Officer of the agency submait
to Congress before the conference a written certification that
attendance for such employees is in the national interest.

“(c) Not later than 30 days after the end of each quar-
ter of each fiscal year, each agency shall post on the public
Internet website of the agency a report on each conference
that was held during the preceding 3 months for which the
agency expended more than $50,000 that includes—

“(1) the itemized expenses paid by the agency,
mcluding travel expenses, the cost of scouting for and
selecting the location of the conference, and any agen-
cy expenditures to otherwise support the conference;

“(2) the primary sponsor of the conference;

“(3) the location of the conference;

“(4) in the case of a conference for which the
agency was the primary sponsor, a statement that—

“(A) justifies the location selected;
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“(B) demonstrates the cost efficiency of the
location; and
“(C) provides a cost benefit analysis of

holding a conference rather than conducting a

teleconference, wvideo conference, video training,

or other means of remote communication;

“(5) the dates of the conference;

“(6) an explanation of how the conference ad-
vanced the mission of the agency;

“(7) the pay grade of any Federal employee or
any indiwvidual who 1s not a Federal employee whose
travel expenses or other conference expenses were paid
by the agency;

“(8) the total number of individuals whose travel
expenses or other conference expenses were paid by the
agency;

“(9) detailed information on any presentation
made by a Federal employee at the conference, includ-
mg any speech, visual exhibit, photograph, slide, or
video, digital, or audio recording; and

“(10) information regarding any financial sup-
port or other assistance from a foundation or other
non-Federal source used to pay or defray the costs of

the conference, which shall include a certification that
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there is no conflict of interest resulting from the sup-

port recerved from each such source.

“(d) Each report posted on the public Internet website
under subsection (¢)—

“(1) shall—

“(4) be in a searchable electronic format;
and

“(B) remain on the website for not less than
5 years after the date of posting; and
“(2) shall not include—

“(A) ainformation regarding travel or con-
ference expenses involving mailitary combat, the
training or deployment of members of the Armed
Forces, or other similar expenses, as determined
by the Durector of the Office of Management and
Budget in consultation with the Adminaistrator of
(General Services; or

“(B) scientific or medical research presented
by a Federal employee at a conference that was
previously unpublished.

“(e) The head of an agency may exclude certain infor-
mation, expenses, and materials from a report required
under subsection (c) only if the head of the agency deter-
mines that the inclusion of such information would under-

mine national security, international diplomacy, health
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and safety inspections, law enforcement, or site visits re-
quired for oversight or investigatory purposes.”.
(2) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING  AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 57 of title 5,
United States Code, 1s amended by inserting after the

item relating to section 5711 the following:

“5712. Limitations and reports on conference expenses.”.
(b) CONFERENCE LIMITATIONS.—
( 1 ) LIMITATION ON AMOUNT EXPENDED ON A
JONFERENCE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—No agency may expend
more than $500,000 to support a single con-
ference, unless the head of the agency and the
Chief Financial Officer of the agency submit to
Congress before the conference a written certifi-
cation that the conference 1s in the national in-
terest, which shall include—

(i) an estimate of the total cost of the
conference;

(11) the dates of the conference;

(111) an estvmate of the number of full-
time equivalent employees attending the
conference;

(iv) any costs associated with planning

Jfor the conference; and
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(v) an explanation of how the con-

ference advances the mission of the agency.

(B) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in

this paragraph shall be construed to preclude an

agency from receiving financial support or other

assistance from a foundation or other non-Fed-

eral source to pay or defray the costs of a con-
ference.

(2) LIMITATION ON CONFERENCE POLICIES.—An
agency may not establish or implement a policy that
discourages or prohibits the selection of a location for
travel, an event, a meeting, or a conference because
the location 1s percewed to be a resort or vacation

destination.
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