AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

10\%

1131H CONGRESS
LN H, RES. 547

Affirming the vital role that prayer has played throughout the more than
200-year history of our Nation, strengthening the fabric of our society,
and recognizing May 1, 2014, as the 63rd annual National Day of
Pragyer.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

APRIL 8, 2014
Mr. ForBEs (for himself, Mr. McINTYRE, Mr. AL GREEN of Texas, Mr.
VaARrGas, Mr. ADERHOLT, and Mr. LANKFORD) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform

RESOLUTION

Affirming the vital role that prayer has played throughout
the more than 200-year history of our Nation, strength-
ening the fabric of our society, and recognizing May
1, 2014, as the 63rd annual National Day of Prayer.

Whereas the first act of America’s first Congress in 1774 was
to ask a minister to open with prayer and to lead Con-

oress in the reading of four chapters of the Bible;

Whereas in 1789, on the same day that Congress finished
drafting the First Amendment, it requested President
Washington to declare a National day of prayer and
thanksgiving, resulting in the first Federal official

Thanksgiving proclamation;
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Whereas the Nation has a long history of turning to prayer
both in times of crisis and in times of thanksgiving, in-
cluding over 130 national calls to prayer by the President
of the United States since 1789, including—

(1) President Washington’s Thanksgiving Proclama-
tion of October 3, 1789, “[I]t is the duty of all Nations
to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey
His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to
implore His protection and favor—and whereas both
Houses of Congress have by their joint Committee re-
quested me to recommend to the People of the United
States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be ob-
served by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many
signal favors of Almighty God especially by affording
them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of gov-
ernment for their safety and happiness.”;

(2) President Lincoln’s Proclamation of March 30,
1863, “We have been the recipients of the choicest boun-
ties of Heaven; we have been preserved these many years
in peace and prosperity; we have grown in numbers,
wealth, and power as no other nation has ever grown.
But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gra-
cious hand which preserved us in peace and multiplied
and enriched and strengthened us, and we have vainly
imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these
blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and
virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we
have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of re-
deeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the
God that made us. It behooves us, then, to humble our-
selves before the offended Power, to confess our national

sing, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness.”’;
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(3) President Roosevelt’s prayer before the Nation
on D-Day, June 6, 1944, “Many people have urged that
I call the Nation into a single day of special prayer. But
because the road is long and the desire i1s great, I ask
that our people devote themselves in a continuance of
prayer. As we rise to each new day, and again when each
day is spent, let words of prayer be on our lips, invoking
Thy help to our efforts.”;

(4) President Eisenhower’s Proclamation of Novem-
ber 12, 1956, “It is also fitting at this season that we
should consider God’s providence to us throughout our
entire history. Liet us remember the Pilgrim Fathers who,
fleeing from religious oppression, landed on a bleak, for-
bidding shore and began to carve out what became this
oreat Republic which it 1s our happy destiny to love and
serve. For their foresight, their courage, and their ideal-
ism let us give thanks to the Power which has made and
preserved us a Nation. Humbly aware that we are a peo-
ple greatly blessed, both materially and spiritually, let us
pray this year not only in the spirit of thanksgiving but
also as suppliants for God’s guidance, to the end that we
may follow the course of righteousness and be worthy of
His favor.”;

(5) President Kennedy’s National Day of Prayer
Proclamation of October 8, 1963, “On this day, let us ac-
knowledge anew our reliance upon the divine Providence
which guided our founding fathers. Let each of us, ac-
cording to his own custom and his own faith, give thanks
to his Creator for the divine assistance which has nur-
tured the noble ideals in which this Nation was con-
ceived.”’;

(6) President Clinton’s National Day of Prayer
Proclamation of April 18, 1997, “As we face the last
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years of the 20th century, let us uphold the tradition of
observing a day in which every American, in his or her
own way, may come before God seeking increased peace,
cuidance, and wisdom for the challenges ahead. Even as
we continue to work toward hopeful solutions, may our
national resolve be matched by a firm reliance on the Au-
thor of our lives—for truly it is in God that we trust.”;
and

(7) President George W. Bush’s National Day of
Prayer and Remembrance Proclamation of September 13,
2001, “I call on every American family and the family of
America to observe a National Day of Prayer and Re-
membrance, honoring the memory of the thousands of
viectims of these brutal attacks and comforting those who
lost loved ones. We will persevere through this national
tragedy and personal loss. In time, we will find healing
and recovery; and, in the face of all this evil, we remain

strong and united, ‘one Nation under God.””;

Whereas the act of prayer is both an expression of religious
belief and an act of speech that is protected by the First
Amendment of the United States Constitution;

Whereas both the House of Representatives and Senate have
a long tradition of opening their daily legislative sessions

with prayer;

Whereas physical evidence of the Nation’s long tradition of
prayer is a permanent part of the Capitol building, in-
cluding a painting in the Rotunda of the pilerims praying
for divine protections aboard the Mayflower before they
embarked for America as the word’s “God with us” in-

sceribed on a sail above their heads;

Whereas the law requires in 36 U.S.C. § 119, “The President
shall 1ssue each year a proclamation designating the first
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Thursday in May as a National Day of Prayer on which
the people of the United States may turn to God in pray-
er and meditation at churches, in groups, and as individ-

uals”; and

Whereas May 1, 2014, marks the 63rd annual observance of

the National Day of Prayer: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

2 (1) recognizes the 63rd annual observance of
3 the National Day of Prayer;

4 (2) encourages all the people of the United
5 States to come together to pray and reaffirm the im-
6 portance prayer has played in the Nation’s heritage;
7 and

8 (3) expresses support for the continued recogni-
9 tion each year of the National Day of Prayer, and
10 of the importance that prayer and faith have played
11 in the Nation’s history.

O

*HRES 547 TH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-06T23:01:38-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




