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To promote peaceful and collaborative resolution of the South China Sea
dispute.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FEBRUARY 15, 2013
Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA (for himself, Ms. Ros-LEHTINEN, and Mr. CHABOT) in-
troduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs, and in addition to the Committee on Armed Services, for
a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the com-
mittee concerned

A BILL

To promote peaceful and collaborative resolution of the South

China Sea dispute.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 twes of the Unated States of America in Congress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

4 Congress finds the following:

5 (1) The South China Sea contains vital com-
6 mercial shipping lanes and points of access between
7 the Indian Ocean and Pacific Ocean, providing a
8 maritime lifeline to India, Singapore, Malaysia, In-
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2
donesia, the Philippines, Vietham, Brunei, Taiwan,
Japan, and the Korean peninsula.

(2) China, Vietnam, the Philippines, Taiwan,
Malaysia, and Brunei have disputed territorial
claims over the Spratly Islands, and China, Taiwan,
and Vietnam have disputed territorial claims over
the Paracel Islands.

(3) In 2009, the Government of the People’s
Republic of China submitted to the United Nations
a map with the 9-dotted line (also known as the Cow
Tongue line) which raised questions about whether
China officially claims most of the 1,423,000 square
miles of the South China Sea, more than any other
nation involved in these territorial disputes.

(4) In November 2012, China began to include
a map of its territorial claims inside its passports,
despite the protests of its neighbors, including Viet-
nam and the Philippines.

(5) Although not a party to these disputes, the
United States has a national economic and security
Interest In maintaining peace, stability, and pros-
perity in East Asia and Southeast Asia, and ensur-
ing that no party threatens or uses force or coercion
unilaterally to assert maritime territorial claims in

East Asia and Southeast Asia, including in the
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3
South China Sea, the East China Sea, or the Yellow

Sea.

(6) The Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) has promoted multilateral talks in dis-
puted areas without settling the issue of sovereignty.

(7) In 2002, ASEAN and China signed a Dec-
laration on the Conduct of Parties in the South
China Sea.

(8) That declaration committed all parties to
those territorial disputes to ‘“‘reaffirm their respect
for and commitment to the freedom of navigation in
and over flicht above the South China Sea as pro-
vided for by the universally recognized principles of
international law”’, and to ‘“‘resolve their territorial
and jurisdictional disputes by peaceful means, with-
out resorting to the threat or use of force”.

(9) In July and November of 2010, the United
States and our Republic of Korea allies conducted
joint naval exercises in the Yellow Sea in inter-
national waters, as well as Republic of Korea terri-
torial waters, in the vicinity of the site of the March
2010 North Korean attack on the South Korean
military vessel Cheonan, these exercises drew objec-
tions from Beijing over foreign operations in the

Yellow Sea.
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(10) In September 2010, tensions were raised
in the East China Sea near the Senkaku (Diaoyutai)
Islands, a territory under the legal administration of
Japan, when a Chinese fishing vessel deliberately
rammed Japanese Coast Guard patrol boats.

(11) On February 25, 2011, a frigate from Chi-
na’s navy fired shots at 3 fishing boats from the
Philippines.

(12) On March 2, 2011, the Government of the
Philippines reported that two patrol boats from
China attempted to ram one of its surveillance ships.

(13) On May 26, 2011, a maritime security ves-
sel from China cut the cables of an exploration ship
from Vietnam, the Binh Minh, in the South China
Sea in waters near Cam Ranh Bay in the exclusive
economic zone of Vietnam.

(14) On May 31, 2011, three Chinese military
vessels used guns to threaten the crews of four Viet-
namese fishing boats while they were fishing in the
waters of the Truong Sa (Spratly) archipelago.

(15) On June 3, 2011, Vietnam’s Foreign Min-
istry released a statement that “Vietnam is reso-
lutely opposed to these acts by China that seriously

violated the sovereign and jurisdiction rights of Viet
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5}
Nam to its continental shelf and Exclusive Economic
Zione (EEZ)”.

(16) On June 9, 2011, three vessels from
China, including one fishing vessel and two maritime
security vessels, ran into and disabled the cables of
another exploration ship from Vietnam, the Viking
2, In the exclusive economic zone of Vietnam.

(17) The actions of the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China in the South China Sea have
also affected United States military and maritime
vessels and aircraft transiting through international
air space and waters, including the collision of a
Chinese fighter plane with a United States surveil-
lance plane in 2001, the harassment of the USNS
Victorious and the USNS Impeccable in March
2009, and the collision of a Chinese submarine with
the sonar cable of the USS John MecCain in June
2009.

(18) On July 23, 2010, former Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton stated at the ASEAN
Regional Forum that the United States, like every
nation, has a national interest in freedom of naviga-
tion, open access to Asia’s maritime commons, re-
spect for international law, and unimpeded com-

merce 1n the South China Sea.
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(19) On June 23, 2011, the United States stat-

ed that it was ready to provide hardware to mod-
ernize the military of the Philippines.

(20) The United States and the Philippines
conducted combined naval exercises in the Sulu Sea,
near the South China Sea, from June 28 to July 8,
2011.

(21) On July 22, 2011, an Indian naval vessel,
sailing about 45 nautical miles off the coast of Viet-
nam, was warned by a Chinese naval vessel that it
was allegedly violating Chinese territorial waters.

(22) In June 2012, China’s cabinet, the State
Jouncil, approved the establishment of the city of
Sansha to oversee the areas claimed by China in the
South China Sea.

(23) In July 2012, Chinese military authorities
announced that they had established a corresponding
Sansha garrison in the new prefecture.

(24) On June 23, 2012, the China National
Offshore Oil Corporation invited bids for oil explo-
ration in areas within 200 nautical miles of the con-
tinental shelf and within the exclusive economic zone

of Vietnam.
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(25) Since July 2012, Chinese patrol ships have
been spotted near the disputed Senkaku (Diaoyutai)
Islands in the East China Sea.

(26) At the July 2012 ASEAN Regional
Forum, former Secretary of State Clinton said, “We
believe the nations of the region should work collabo-
ratively and diplomatically to resolve disputes with-
out coercion, without intimidation, without threats,
and without the use of force”.

(27) In November 2012, a regulation was ap-
proved by the Hainan People’s Congress authorizing
Chinese maritime police to “‘board, search” and even
“take over” ships determined to be “illegally enter-
ing”” South China Sea waters unilaterally claimed by
Beijing.

(28) At a meeting with the Japanese Foreign
Minister on January 18, 2013, former Secretary of
State Clinton stated that “‘although the United
States does not take a position on the ultimate sov-
ereignty of the (Senkaku) islands, we acknowledge
they are under the administration of Japan”, adding
that “We oppose any unilateral actions that would
seek to undermine Japanese administration, and we

urge all parties to take steps to prevent incidents
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and manage disagreements through peaceful
means’’.

(29) On August 3, 2012, a Department of
State spokesperson expressed concern over “China’s
upgrading of the administrative level of Sansha City
and the establishment of a new military garrison
there”, expressed encouragement for ASEAN and
China “‘to make meaningful progress toward final-
izing a comprehensive Code of Conduet”, and called
upon claimants to “explore every diplomatic or other
peaceful avenue for resolution, including the use of
arbitration or other international legal mechanisms

as needed”’.

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that, in light of the con-

eressional finding desceribed above, the Secretary of State

should—

(1) reaffirm the strong support of the United
States for the peaceful resolution of maritime terri-
torial disputes in the South China Sea, the Taiwan
Strait, the East China Sea, and the Yellow Sea and
pledge continued efforts to facilitate a collaborative,
peaceful process to resolve these disputes;

(2) condemn the use of threats or force by

naval, maritime security, and fishing vessels from
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China in the South China Sea and the Kast China

Sea as well as the use of force by North Korea in

the Yellow Sea that would escalate tensions or result

in miscalculations;

(3) note that overt threats and gun boat diplo-
macy are not constructive means for settling these
outstanding maritime disputes;

(4) welcome the diplomatic efforts of Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the
United States allies and partners in Japan, the Re-
public of Korea, Taiwan, the Philippines, and India
to amiably and fairly resolve these outstanding dis-
putes; and

(5) support the continuation of operations by
the United States Armed Forces in support of free-
dom of navigation rights in international waters and
air space in the South China Sea, the East China
Sea, the Taiwan Strait, and the Yellow Sea.

SEC. 3. REPORT ON THE CODE OF CONDUCT FOR THE
SOUTH CHINA SEA.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of State shall
submit to the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives and the Committee on Foreign Rela-

tions of the Senate a report on the Code of Conduct and
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other peaceful measures for resolution of the territorial
disputes in the South China Sea.

(b) FORM.—The report required under subsection (a)
shall be submitted in uneclassified form, but may contain

a classified annex if necessary.

O

*HR 772 IH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-07T10:16:10-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




