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To direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to develop and publish an action
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plan for improving the vocational rehabilitation services and assistance
provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JuLy 9, 2014
SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New York (for himself, Mr. MULLIN, and
Mr. TAKANO) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

A BILL

direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to develop and
publish an action plan for improving the vocational reha-
bilitation services and assistance provided by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Wounded Warrior Em-
ployment Improvement Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:
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(1) Despite an improving economy, a recent
study indicates that among veterans with service-
connected disabilities who served in the Armed
Forces after September 11, 2001 (hereinafter re-
ferred to as “wounded warriors”), the unemploy-
ment rate is nearly 17.8 percent.

(2) Wounded warriors should receive the tools,
skills, education, resources, and support needed to
find work and thrive economically.

(3) Designed to provide the expert counseling
and other services and supports vital to achieving
economic empowerment, the vocational rehabilitation
and employment program of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs should be the premier program assist-
ing wounded warriors to realize their economic goals.

(4) Only 20 percent of wounded warriors pur-
suing an education in 2013 chose to pursue voca-
tional rehabilitation, while 54 percent chose to use
their entitlement to educational assistance under the
Post-9/11 Educational Assistance Program of the
Department of Veterans Affairs, thereby foregoing
counseling and other supports.

(5) Wounded warriors who elect to pursue an
education through the Post-9/11 Educational Assist-

ance Program rather than vocational rehabilitation
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and education report choosing the such program be-
cause of its relatively easier, more expeditious appli-
cation process, and the far greater freedom it af-
fords the veteran to pursue his or her career or edu-
cational goals.

(6) The Department of Veterans Affairs con-
tinues to face challenges with the program’s work-
load management, particularly with staff and re-
source allocation models, decentralized program ad-
ministration, and staff training, resulting in some
regional offices struggling with average caseloads as
high as 175 per counselor, all of which are affecting
the delivery and quality of services to veterans, ac-

cording to the Government Accountability Office.

SEC. 3. VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION AND EDUCATION

ACTION PLAN.

Not later than 270 days after the date of the enact-

ment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
develop and publish an action plan for improving the serv-
ices and assistance provided under chapter 31 of title 38,
United States Code. Such plan shall include each of the

following:

(1) A comprehensive analysis of, and rec-
ommendations and a proposed implementation plan

for remedying workload management challenges at
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regional offices of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, including steps to reduce counselor caseloads
of veterans participating in a rehabilitation program
under such chapter, particularly for counselors who
are assisting veterans with traumatic brain injury
and post-traumatic stress disorder and counselors
with educational and vocational counseling work-
loads.

(2) A comprehensive analysis of the reasons for
the disproportionately low percentage of veterans
with service-connected disabilities who served in the
Armed Forces after September 11, 2001, who opt to
participate in a rehabilitation program under such
chapter relative to the percentage of such veterans
who use their entitlement to educational assistance
under chapter 33 of title 38, United States Code, in-
cluding an analysis of barriers to timely enrollment
in rehabilitation programs under chapter 31 of such
title and of any barriers to a veteran enrolling in the
program of that veteran’s choice.

(3) Recommendations and a proposed imple-
mentation plan for encouraging more veterans with
service-connected disabilities who served in the

Armed Forces after September 11, 2001, to partici-

*HR 5032 IH



S O 0 N N B W

[\O T \© R (O R S i e e e e e e e T
N = O O 0 NN N R WNY

5}
pate in rehabilitation programs under chapter 31 of
such title.

(4) A national staff training program for voca-
tional rehabilitation counselors of the Department
that includes the provision of—

(A) training to assist counselors in under-
standing the very profound disorientation expe-
rienced by warriors whose lives and life-plans
have been upended and out of their control be-
cause of their injury;

(B) training to assist counselors in work-
g in partnership with veterans on individual
rehabilitation plans; and

(C) training on post-traumatic stress dis-
order and other mental health conditions and
on moderate to severe traumatic brain injury
that is designed to improve the ability of such
counselors to assist veterans with these condi-
tions, including by providing information on the
broad spectrum of such conditions and the ef-
fect of such conditions on an individual’s abili-
ties and functional limitations.

O

*HR 5032 IH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-06T20:43:37-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




