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113TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. R. 4396 

To prohibit the Secretary of Health and Human Services from implementing 

certain rules relating to the health insurance coverage of sterilization 

and contraceptives approved by the Food and Drug Administration. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

APRIL 3, 2014 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER (for himself, Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, Mr. MCCAUL, Mr. 

BROUN of Georgia, Mr. BENTIVOLIO, and Mr. LONG) introduced the fol-

lowing bill; which was referred to the Committee on Energy and Com-

merce 

A BILL 
To prohibit the Secretary of Health and Human Services 

from implementing certain rules relating to the health 

insurance coverage of sterilization and contraceptives ap-

proved by the Food and Drug Administration. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Religious Liberty Pro-4

tection Act of 2014’’. 5

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 6

Congress finds the following: 7
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(1) Deeply embedded in the history and tradi-1

tions of the United States is the protection of reli-2

gious freedom. The First Amendment of the United 3

States Constitution states ‘‘Congress shall make no 4

law respecting an establishment of religion, or pro-5

hibiting the free exercise thereof’’, and thus, it gives 6

general protection for individuals’ religious beliefs 7

and practices. 8

(2) Repeatedly during the existence of the 9

United States, Congress has reaffirmed the freedom 10

of religion by enacting, among other things, title VII 11

of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Church amend-12

ment, the Weldon amendment, section 245 of the 13

Public Health Service Act, and the Religious Free-14

dom Restoration Act of 1993. Through their pas-15

sage, the United States has augmented religious 16

freedoms and set the precedent of protection of con-17

science rights. 18

(3) The Weldon amendment has been regularly 19

included in appropriations legislation for the Depart-20

ment of Health and Human Services. The Weldon 21

amendment prohibits Federal agencies, States, and 22

local governments that receive the appropriated 23

funds in the respective Act from discriminating 24

among institutional or individual health care profes-25
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sionals, organizations, facilities, and plans on the 1

basis of a health care entity’s refusal to provide, pay 2

for, provide coverage of, or refer for abortions. 3

(4) The United States has a history of pro-4

tecting individuals, organizations, facilities, and 5

plans from being penalized or discriminated against 6

due to their religious beliefs and moral values. Until 7

the enactment of the Patient Protection and Afford-8

able Care Act (Public Law 111–148), the Federal 9

Government has never sought to impose specific 10

health care coverage or care requirements that in-11

fringe on the conscience rights of insurers, pur-12

chasers of insurance, plan sponsors, beneficiaries, 13

and other stakeholders, such as individual or institu-14

tional health care entities. 15

(5) The Patient Protection and Affordable Care 16

Act grants the Department of Health and Human 17

Services the authority to provide a list of detailed 18

services to be included as essential health benefits 19

(as defined in section 1302(a) of the Patient Protec-20

tion and Affordable Care Act), and preventive health 21

services described in section 2713 of the Public 22

Health Service Act. These services represent a new 23

nationwide coverage requirement for health plans. 24
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(6) The Patient Protection and Affordable Care 1

Act provides a narrow exemption for religious 2

groups that object to participation in government 3

health programs generally, but it does not allow pur-4

chasers, plan sponsors, and other stakeholders with 5

religious or moral objections to specific required 6

items or services to decline providing or obtaining 7

coverage of such items or services, or allow health 8

care entities with such objections to decline to pro-9

vide them. 10

(7) By creating new barriers to health insur-11

ance and causing the loss of existing insurance ar-12

rangements, these inflexible mandates in the Patient 13

Protection and Affordable Care Act jeopardize the 14

ability of individuals to exercise their rights of con-15

science and their ability to freely participate in the 16

health insurance and health care marketplace. 17

(8) In a significant move from the current free 18

insurance coverage market, the Department of 19

Health and Human Services issued an interim rule 20

on August 1, 2011, requiring individual and group 21

health plans to cover free sterilization and all con-22

traceptives approved by the Food and Drug Admin-23

istration. 24

VerDate Mar 15 2010 19:13 Apr 05, 2014 Jkt 039200 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\H4396.IH H4396m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
D

S
K

4V
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



5 

•HR 4396 IH

(9) Within the list of contraceptives approved 1

by the Food and Drug Administration are drugs 2

containing abortifacient substances and effects, in-3

cluding Levonorgestral commonly known as Plan B 4

and ulipristal acetate marketed as Ella. Thus, the 5

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act effec-6

tively mandates employers to provide health care in-7

surance covering abortion drugs and services, which 8

is a violation of numerous Federal provisions afore-9

mentioned. 10

(10) On January 20, 2012, the Department of 11

Health and Human Services announced that it 12

would not broaden the religious exemption it in-13

cluded in its August 1, 2011, interim rule. Instead, 14

it gave institutions and employers with religious and 15

moral objections to including free sterilization and 16

all contraceptives approved by the Food and Drug 17

Administration in their offered health insurance plan 18

an additional year to ‘‘adapt’’ their consciences to 19

the mandate. 20

(11) In June 2013, the Department of Health 21

and Human Services proposed a definition of ‘‘reli-22

gious employer’’ for purposes of the exemption from 23

the contraceptive coverage requirement. The exemp-24

tion essentially only applies to formal houses of wor-25

VerDate Mar 15 2010 19:13 Apr 05, 2014 Jkt 039200 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\H4396.IH H4396m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
D

S
K

4V
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



6 

•HR 4396 IH

ship. All other religiously affiliated entities must 1

continue to comply with the mandate or otherwise 2

face a fine. 3

SEC. 3. PROTECTING RIGHTS OF CONSCIENCE. 4

(a) PROHIBITION ON IMPLEMENTATION OF CERTAIN 5

RULES.—Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the 6

Secretary of Health and Human Services shall not imple-7

ment or enforce any provision of the final rule published 8

on July 2, 2013 (78 Fed. Reg. 39870), or any amendment 9

to such rule or rule published subsequent to such rule, 10

insofar as such provision, amendment, or subsequent rule 11

relates to requiring any individual or entity to provide cov-12

erage of sterilization or contraceptive services to which the 13

individual or entity is opposed on the basis of religious 14

belief. 15

(b) CLARIFICATION ON APPLICATION TO PPACA RE-16

QUIREMENTS.—Section 1302(b) of the Patient Protection 17

and Affordable Care Act (Public Law 111–148; 42 U.S.C. 18

18022(b)) is amended by adding at the end the following 19

new paragraph: 20

‘‘(6) SPECIAL RULE.—A health plan shall not 21

be considered to have failed to provide the essential 22

health benefits package described in subsection (a) 23

(or preventive health services described in section 24

2713 of the Public Health Service Act), to fail to be 25
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a qualified health plan, or to fail to fulfill any other 1

requirement under this title on the basis that the 2

plan does not provide (or pay for) coverage of steri-3

lization or contraceptive services because— 4

‘‘(A) providing (or paying for) such cov-5

erage is contrary to the religious or moral be-6

liefs of the sponsor, issuer, or other entity offer-7

ing the plan; or 8

‘‘(B) such coverage, in the case of indi-9

vidual coverage, is contrary to the religious or 10

moral beliefs of the purchaser or beneficiary of 11

the coverage.’’. 12

Æ 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 19:13 Apr 05, 2014 Jkt 039200 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\H4396.IH H4396m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
D

S
K

4V
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-06T23:14:52-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




