
I 

113TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. R. 1494 

To direct the Secretary of Defense to review the operation of certain ships 

during the Vietnam Era, and for other purposes. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

APRIL 11, 2013 

Mr. GIBSON (for himself, Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms. NORTON, Mr. GRIFFIN of Ar-

kansas, Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. KUSTER, Mr. STIVERS, Mr. BRADY of Penn-

sylvania, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, Mr. GRIMM, Mr. OWENS, Mrs. MCCARTHY 

of New York, Ms. MENG, Ms. BORDALLO, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mr. 

YOUNG of Alaska, Mr. WALZ, Mr. POE of Texas, and Mr. COURTNEY) 

introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on 

Armed Services, and in addition to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 

for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case 

for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 

committee concerned 

A BILL 
To direct the Secretary of Defense to review the operation 

of certain ships during the Vietnam Era, and for other 

purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Blue Water Navy Ship 4

Accountability Act’’. 5

VerDate Mar 15 2010 05:03 Apr 18, 2013 Jkt 029200 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\H1494.IH H1494sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
6T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



2 

•HR 1494 IH

SEC. 2. REVIEW OF OPERATION OF CERTAIN SHIPS DURING 1

THE VIETNAM ERA. 2

(a) REVIEW REQUIRED.—By not later than one year 3

after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 4

of Defense shall review the logs of each ship under the 5

authority of the Secretary of the Navy that is known to 6

have operated in the waters near Vietnam during the Viet-7

nam Era (as that term is defined in section 101(29) of 8

title 38, United States Code) to determine— 9

(1) whether each such ship operated in the ter-10

ritorial waters of the Republic of Vietnam during the 11

period beginning on January 9, 1962, and ending on 12

May 7, 1975; and 13

(2) for each such ship that so operated— 14

(A) the date or dates when the ship so op-15

erated; and 16

(B) the distance from the shore of the lo-17

cation where the ship operated that was the 18

closest proximity to shore. 19

(b) PROVISION OF INFORMATION TO THE SECRETARY 20

OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.—Upon a determination that any 21

such ship so operated, the Secretary of Defense shall pro-22

vide such determination, together with the information de-23

scribed in subsection (a)(2) about the ship, to the Sec-24

retary of Veterans Affairs. 25
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(c) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION.—The 1

Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall make publicly available 2

all unclassified information provided to the Secretary 3

under subsection (b). 4

Æ 
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