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113TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. R. 1146 

To amend the Public Health Service Act and title XVIII of the Social 

Security Act to make the provision of technical services for medical 

imaging examinations and radiation therapy treatments safer, more accu-

rate, and less costly. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MARCH 13, 2013 

Mr. WHITFIELD (for himself, Mr. BARROW of Georgia, and Ms. SCHWARTZ) 

introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on En-

ergy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Ways and 

Means, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 

each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-

tion of the committee concerned 

A BILL 
To amend the Public Health Service Act and title XVIII 

of the Social Security Act to make the provision of 

technical services for medical imaging examinations and 

radiation therapy treatments safer, more accurate, and 

less costly. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 1

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Consistency, Accuracy, 2

Responsibility, and Excellence in Medical Imaging and 3

Radiation Therapy Act of 2013’’. 4

SEC. 2. PURPOSE. 5

The purpose of this Act is to improve the quality and 6

value of health care by increasing the safety and accuracy 7

of medical imaging examinations and radiation therapy 8

procedures, thereby reducing duplication of services and 9

decreasing costs. 10

SEC. 3. QUALITY OF MEDICAL IMAGING AND RADIATION 11

THERAPY. 12

Part F of title III of the Public Health Service Act 13

(42 U.S.C. 262 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 14

the following: 15

‘‘Subpart 4—Medical Imaging and Radiation Therapy 16

‘‘SEC. 355. QUALITY OF MEDICAL IMAGING AND RADIATION 17

THERAPY. 18

‘‘(a) QUALIFIED PERSONNEL.— 19

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Effective 42 months after 20

the date of enactment of this section, personnel who 21

furnish the technical component of either medical 22

imaging examinations or radiation therapy proce-23

dures for medical purposes (except exempt individ-24

uals as described in paragraph (4)) shall be fully 25

qualified under this section to furnish such services. 26
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‘‘(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—Individuals qualified to 1

furnish the technical component of medical imaging 2

examinations or radiation therapy procedures 3

shall— 4

‘‘(A) possess current certification in the 5

medical imaging or radiation therapy modality 6

or service they furnish from a certification or-7

ganization designated under subsection (b); or 8

‘‘(B) possess current State licensure or 9

certification, where— 10

‘‘(i) such services and modalities are 11

within the scope of practice as defined by 12

the State for such profession; and 13

‘‘(ii) the requirements for licensure, 14

certification, or registration meet or exceed 15

the standards established by the certifi-16

cation organization designated under sub-17

section (b). 18

‘‘(3) STATE LICENSURE, CERTIFICATION, OR 19

REGISTRATION.— 20

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this sec-21

tion shall be construed to diminish the author-22

ity of a State to define requirements for licen-23

sure, certification, or registration, the require-24
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ments for practice, or the scope of practice of 1

personnel. 2

‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall 3

not take any action under this section that 4

would require licensure by a State of personnel 5

who furnish the technical component of medical 6

imaging examinations or radiation therapy pro-7

cedures. 8

‘‘(4) EXEMPTIONS.— 9

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The qualification 10

standards described in this subsection and the 11

payment provisions in section 1848(b)(4)(E) of 12

the Social Security Act shall not apply to physi-13

cians (as defined in section 1861(r) of the So-14

cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395x(r))) or to 15

nurse practitioners and physician assistants 16

(each as defined in section 1861(aa)(5) of the 17

Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395x(aa)(5))). 18

Such practitioners shall not be included under 19

the terms ‘personnel’ or ‘qualified personnel’ for 20

purposes of this section. 21

‘‘(B) INDIVIDUALS CURRENTLY EN-22

ROLLED.—Individuals currently enrolled in a 23

nuclear medicine, radiation therapy, or medical 24

physicist training or certification program as of 25
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the date the Secretary publishes the list of ap-1

proved certification organizations shall have 6 2

months from the date of completion of the 3

training program to become fully qualified as 4

required under subsection (a). 5

‘‘(b) DESIGNATION OF CERTIFICATION ORGANIZA-6

TIONS.— 7

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-8

lish a program for designating medical imaging or 9

radiation therapy certification organizations that the 10

Secretary determines have established appropriate 11

procedures and programs for certifying personnel as 12

qualified to furnish medical imaging or radiation 13

therapy services. In establishing such program, the 14

Secretary shall consult with professional organiza-15

tions and recognized experts in the technical compo-16

nent of medical imaging and radiation therapy serv-17

ices. 18

‘‘(2) FACTORS.— 19

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—When designating cer-20

tification organizations under this subsection, 21

and when reviewing or modifying the list of des-22

ignated organizations for the purposes of para-23

graph (4)(B), the Secretary— 24

‘‘(i) shall consider— 25

VerDate Mar 14 2013 01:56 Mar 20, 2013 Jkt 029200 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\H1146.IH H1146tja
m

es
 o

n 
D

S
K

6S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



6 

•HR 1146 IH

‘‘(I) whether the certification or-1

ganization has established a process 2

for the timely integration of new med-3

ical imaging or radiation therapy serv-4

ices into the organization’s certifi-5

cation program; 6

‘‘(II) whether the certification or-7

ganization has established education 8

and continuing education require-9

ments for individuals certified by the 10

organization; 11

‘‘(III) whether the certification 12

organization is a nonprofit organiza-13

tion; 14

‘‘(IV) whether the certification 15

organization requires completion of a 16

certification examination as a pre-17

requisite for certification; and 18

‘‘(V) whether the certification or-19

ganization has been accredited by an 20

accrediting body (as defined in sub-21

paragraph (B)) that is approved by 22

the Secretary; and 23

‘‘(ii) may consider— 24
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‘‘(I) whether the certification or-1

ganization has established reasonable 2

fees to be charged to those applying 3

for certification; and 4

‘‘(II) the ability of the certifi-5

cation organization to review applica-6

tions for certification in a timely man-7

ner. 8

‘‘(B) ACCREDITING BODY.—For purposes 9

of this section, the term ‘accrediting body’ 10

means an organization that— 11

‘‘(i) is a nonprofit organization; 12

‘‘(ii) is a national or international or-13

ganization with accreditation programs for 14

examinations leading to certification by 15

certification organizations; and 16

‘‘(iii) has established standards for 17

recordkeeping and to minimize the possi-18

bility of conflicts of interest. 19

‘‘(3) EQUIVALENT EDUCATION, TRAINING, AND 20

EXPERIENCE.— 21

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this 22

section, the Secretary shall, through regulation, 23

provide a process for individuals whose training 24

or experience are determined to be equal to, or 25
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in excess of, those of a graduate of an accred-1

ited educational program in that specialty to 2

demonstrate their experience meets the edu-3

cational standards for qualified personnel in 4

their imaging modality or radiation therapy 5

procedures. Such process may include docu-6

mentation of items such as— 7

‘‘(i) years and type of experience; 8

‘‘(ii) a list of settings where experi-9

ence was obtained; and 10

‘‘(iii) verification of experience by su-11

pervising physicians or clinically qualified 12

hospital personnel. 13

‘‘(B) ELIGIBILITY.—The Secretary shall 14

not recognize any individual as having met the 15

educational standards applicable under this 16

paragraph based on experience pursuant to the 17

authority of subparagraph (A) unless such indi-18

vidual was furnishing the technical component 19

of medical imaging examinations or radiation 20

therapy treatments prior to the date of enact-21

ment of this section. 22

‘‘(4) PROCESS.— 23

‘‘(A) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 12 24

months after the date of enactment of this sec-25
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tion, the Secretary shall promulgate regulations 1

for designating certification organizations pur-2

suant to this subsection. 3

‘‘(B) DESIGNATIONS AND LIST.—Not later 4

than 18 months after the date of enactment of 5

this section, the Secretary shall make deter-6

minations regarding all certification organiza-7

tions that have applied for designation pursuant 8

to the regulations promulgated under subpara-9

graph (A), and shall publish a list of all certifi-10

cation organizations that have received a des-11

ignation. 12

‘‘(C) PERIODIC REVIEW AND REVISION.— 13

The Secretary shall periodically review the list 14

under subparagraph (B), taking into account 15

the factors established under paragraph (2). 16

After such review, the Secretary may, by regu-17

lation, modify the list of certification organiza-18

tions that have received such designation. 19

‘‘(D) WITHDRAWAL OF APPROVAL.—The 20

Secretary may withdraw the approval of a cer-21

tification organization listed under subpara-22

graph (B) if the Secretary determines that the 23

body no longer meets the requirements of this 24

subsection. 25
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‘‘(E) CERTIFICATIONS PRIOR TO REMOVAL 1

FROM LIST.—If the Secretary removes a certifi-2

cation organization from the list of certification 3

organizations designated under subparagraph 4

(B), any individual who was certified by the 5

certification organization during or before the 6

period beginning on the date on which the cer-7

tification organization was designated as a cer-8

tification organization under such subpara-9

graph, and ending 12 months from the date on 10

which the certification organization is removed 11

from such list, shall be considered to have been 12

certified by a certification organization des-13

ignated by the Secretary under such subpara-14

graph for the remaining period that such cer-15

tification is in effect. 16

‘‘(c) ALTERNATIVE STANDARDS FOR RURAL AND 17

UNDERSERVED AREAS.—The chief executive officer of a 18

State may submit to the Secretary a statement declaring 19

that the requirements described in subsection (a) are inap-20

propriate for application for medical imaging examinations 21

or radiation therapy procedures that are furnished in a 22

geographic area that is determined to be a ‘rural area’ 23

(as such term is defined for purposes of section 24

1886(d)(2)(D) of the Social Security Act) or that is des-25
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ignated as a health professional shortage area (as defined 1

in section 332 of this Act). Upon receipt of such state-2

ment, if the Secretary deems it appropriate, the Secretary 3

may waive the standards described in subsection (a) or 4

develop alternative standards for such rural areas or 5

health professional shortage areas. 6

‘‘(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Notwithstanding 7

any other provision of this section, individuals who provide 8

medical imaging examinations relating to mammograms 9

shall continue to meet the regulations applicable under the 10

Mammography Quality Standards Act of 1992. 11

‘‘(e) DEFINITION.—As used in this section: 12

‘‘(1) MEDICAL IMAGING.—The term ‘medical 13

imaging’ means any examination or procedure used 14

to visualize tissues, organs, or physiologic processes 15

in humans for the purpose of detecting, diagnosing, 16

treating, or impacting the progression of disease or 17

illness. For purposes of this section, such term does 18

not include routine dental or ophthalmologic diag-19

nostic procedures or ultrasound guidance of vascular 20

access procedures. 21

‘‘(2) RADIATION THERAPY.—The term ‘radi-22

ation therapy’ means any procedure or article in-23

tended for use in the cure, mitigation, treatment, or 24

prevention of disease in humans that achieves its in-25
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tended purpose through the emission of ionizing or 1

non-ionizing radiation.’’. 2

SEC. 4. STANDARDS FOR MEDICAL IMAGING AND RADI-3

ATION THERAPY. 4

Section 1848(b)(4) of the Social Security Act (42 5

U.S.C. 1395w–4(b)(4)) is amended by adding at the end 6

the following new subparagraph: 7

‘‘(E) STANDARDS FOR MEDICAL IMAGING 8

AND RADIATION THERAPY.—With respect to ex-9

penses incurred in the furnishing of the tech-10

nical component of medical imaging examina-11

tions or radiation therapy procedures for med-12

ical purposes (as defined in subsection (e) of 13

section 355 of the Public Health Service Act) 14

on or after 42 months after date of enactment 15

of the Consistency, Accuracy, Responsibility, 16

and Excellence in Medical Imaging and Radi-17

ation Therapy Act of 2013, payment shall be 18

made under this section only if the examination 19

or procedure is furnished by an individual who 20

meets the standards established by the Sec-21

retary under such section 355 (other than an 22

individual described in subsection (a)(4)(B)(i) 23

of such section).’’. 24
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SEC. 5. REPORT ON THE EFFECTS OF THIS ACT. 1

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 5 years after the 2

date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Health and 3

Human Services, shall submit to the Committee on 4

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate, the 5

Committee on Finance of the Senate, and the Committee 6

on Energy and Commerce of the House of Representa-7

tives, a report on the effects of this Act. 8

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The report under subsection 9

(a) shall include the types and numbers of individuals 10

qualified to furnish the technical component of medical im-11

aging or radiation therapy services for whom standards 12

have been developed, the impact of such standards on di-13

agnostic accuracy and patient safety, and the availability 14

and cost of services. Entities reimbursed for technical 15

services through programs operating under the authority 16

of the Secretary of Health and Human Services shall be 17

required to contribute data to such report. 18

Æ 

VerDate Mar 14 2013 01:56 Mar 20, 2013 Jkt 029200 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\H1146.IH H1146tja
m

es
 o

n 
D

S
K

6S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-07T09:24:13-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




