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Honoring the life and legacy of Oswaldo Paya Sardinas.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JULY 24, 2012
Mr. NELsON of Florida (for himself, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. RuBto, Mr. LiE-
BERMAN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. LUGAR, and Mr. KERRY) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions
JULY 31, 2012

Committee discharged; considered, amended, and agreed to

RESOLUTION

Honoring the life and legacy of Oswaldo Paya Sardinas.

Whereas, on Sunday, July 22, 2012, 60-year-old Cuban dis-
sident and activist Oswaldo Paya Sardinas died in a car

crash in Bayamo, Cuba;

Whereas at a young age, Oswaldo Paya Sardinas ecriticized
the communist government in Cuba, which led to his im-
prisonment at a work camp on Cuba’s Isle of Youth in
1969;

Whereas, in 1988, Oswaldo Paya Sardinas founded the Chris-

tian Liberation Movement as a nondenominational polit-

ical organization to further civil and human rights in
Cuba;
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Whereas, in 1992, Oswaldo Paya Sardinas announced his in-
tention to run as a candidate to be a representative on
the National Assembly of Popular Power of Cuba and, 2
days before the election, was detained by police at his
home and determined by Communist Party officials to be
ineligible to run for office because he was not a member

of the Communist Party;

Whereas, in 1997, Oswaldo Paya Sardinas collected hundreds
of signatures to support his candidacy to the National
Assembly of Popular Power, which was rejected by the

electoral commission of Cuba;

Whereas the Constitution of Cuba supposedly guarantees the
right to a national referendum on any proposal that
achieves 10,000 or more signatures from citizens of Cuba

who are eligible to vote;

Whereas, in 1998, Oswaldo Paya Sardinas and other leaders
of the Christian Liberation Movement created the Varela
Project, a signature drive to secure a national ref-
erendum on ‘“‘convert[ing] into law, the right of freedom
of speech, the freedom of press and freedom of enter-

] J ,,c
prise’’;

Whereas, in May 2002, the Varela Project delivered 11,020
signatures from eligible citizens of Cuba to the National
Assembly of Popular Power, calling for an end to 4 dec-
ades of one-party rule, to which the Government of Cuba
responded by beginning its own referendum that made
Cuba’s socialist system “‘irrevocable”, even after an addi-
tional 14,000 signatures were added to the Varela

Project petition;

Whereas the Varela Project is the largest civil society-led pe-

tition in the history of Cuba;
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Whereas Oswaldo Paya Sardifias bravely led the Varela
Project at great risk to himself, his loved ones, and his
associates;

Whereas, in March 2003, the Government of Cuba arrested
75 human rights activists, including 25 members of the
Varela Project, in the ecrackdown known as Cuba’s

“Black Spring”’;

Whereas Oswaldo Paya Sardinas’s dedication to freedom and
faith earned him the Sakarov Prize for Freedom of

Thought from the European Parliament in 2002;

Whereas Oswaldo Paya Sardinas received the W. Averell
Harriman Democracy Award from the United States Na-
tional Democratic Institute for International Affairs in
2003;

Whereas Oswaldo Paya Sardinas was nominated for the
Nobel Peace Prize by Vaclav Havel, the former president
of the Czech Republie, in 2005; and

Whereas President Barack Obama stated, ““We continue to be
inspired by Paya’s vision and dedication to a better fu-
ture for Cuba, and believe that his example and moral

leadership will endure.”: Now, therefore, be it
1 Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) recognizes and honors the life and exem-
plary leadership of Oswaldo Paya Sardinas;
(2) offers heartfelt condolences to the family,
friends, and loved ones of Oswaldo Paya Sardinas;

(3) praises the bravery of Oswaldo Paya
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Sardinas and his colleagues for collecting more than
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11,000 verified signatures in support of the Varela
Project;

(4) in memory of Oswaldo Paya Sardinas, calls
on the United States to continue policies that pro-
mote respect for the fundamental principles of reli-
oious freedom, democracy, and human rights in
Cuba, in a manner consistent with the aspirations of
the people of Cuba;

(5) in memory of Oswaldo Paya Sardinas, calls
on the Government of Cuba to provide its citizens
with internationally accepted standards for civil and
human rights and the opportunity to vote in free
and fair elections;

(6) calls on the Government of Cuba to allow
an 1mpartial, third-party investigation into the ecir-
cumstances surrounding the death of Oswaldo Paya
Sardinas; and

(7) condemns the Government of Cuba for the
detention of nearly 50 pro-democracy activists fol-
lowing the memorial service for Oswaldo Paya

Sardinas.

SRES 525 ATS




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-07T13:53:07-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




