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Relating to the death of the Honorable E. James Abdnor, former United

States Senator and Congressman from the State of South Dakota.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

May 24, 2012

TrroNE (for himself, Mr. JOTINSON of South Dakota, Mr. REID, Mr.
McCoNNELL, Mr. ARKAKA, Mr. ALEXANDER, Ms. AvorTe, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. Bavcus, Mr. BeGicl, Mr. BENNET, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr.
BLuMENTHAL, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BROWN of
Massachusetts, Mr. BROWN of Ohio, Mr. BURR, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. Casgy, Mr. CoamBLiss, Mr. Coars, Mr.
COBURN, Mr. CocmraN, Ms. Conrins, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. CooNs, Mr.
CORKER, Mr. COrRNYN, Mr. Craro, Mr. DEMiNT, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
ExNzi, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRAHAM,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mrs. HAGAN, Mr. HaArRkIN, Mr. HarTcH, Mr. HELLER,
Mr. HoeveEN, Mrs. HurcHIsON, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. ISAKSON,
Mr. Jomanns, Mr. JornnsoN of Wisconsin, Mr. KErry, Mr. Kirg, Ms.
Kropucnar, Mr. Konrn, Mr. Ky, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. LAUTENBERG,
Mr. Leany, Mr. LEE, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. LUGAR, Mr.
MaxcHIN, Mr. McCaiN, Mrs. McCAskiLL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
MERKLEY, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. NELsSON of Nebraska, Mr. NELSON of Florida, Mr. Pavur, Mr.
PorrMaN, Mr. PrYORr, Mr. REED, Mr. Riscr, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr.
ROCKEFELLER, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCITUMER, Mr. SESSIONS,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. SHELBY, Ms. SNOWE, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. TESTER,
Mr. ToomMEY, Mr. UbpaALL of Colorado, Mr. UDALL of New Mexico, Mr.
VITTER, Mr. WARNER, Mr. WEBB, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WICKER, and
Mr. WYDEN) submitted the following resolution; which was considered
and agreed to

RESOLUTION

Relating to the death of the Honorable E. James Abdnor,
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former United States Senator and Congressman from
the State of South Dakota.

Whereas James Abdnor was born in Kennebee, South Da-
kota, on February 13, 1923, and was the son of an immi-
orant from Lebanon who peddled and homesteaded in

Lyman County, South Dakota;

Whereas James Abdnor enlisted in the United States Army
during World War II, farmed in Kennebece after grad-
uating from the University of Nebraska in 1945, and

later taught and coached in neighboring Presho;

Whereas James Abdnor served as Chairman of the Liyman
County Young Republicans in 1950, Chairman of the
State Young Republicans from 1950 to 1952, and Farm
Chairman of the Young Republican National Federation
from 1953 to 1955;

Whereas James Abdnor served as the First Assistant Chief
Clerk of the South Dakota House of Representatives dur-
ing the legislative sessions of 1951, 1953, and 1955;

Whereas James Abdnor was elected to the South Dakota
Senate in 1956, where he served until his election as the
30th Lieutenant Governor of the State of South Dakota,
a position he served in from 1969 through 1971,

Whereas James Abdnor was elected to the United States
House of Representatives for the 93rd United States
Congress in 1972 and served a total of 4 consecutive
terms, representing the Second Congressional District of
South Dakota;

Whereas James Abdnor served on the Committee on Public
Works of the House of Representatives, the Committee

on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives, and
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the Select Committee on Aging of the House of Rep-

resentatives;

Whereas James Abdnor was elected to the United States Sen-
ate for the 97th United States Congress in 1980 and was
appointed Chairman of 3 subcommittees on his first day,
including the Subcommittee on Treasury, Postal Service,
and General Government of the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate, the Subcommittee on Water Re-
sources of the Committee on Environment and Public
Works of the Senate, and the Subcommittee on Agri-
culture and Transportation of the Joint Economic Com-

mittee;

Whereas James Abdnor was appointed Vice Chairman of the
Joint Economic Committee and served on the Committee

on Indian Affairs of the Senate;

Whereas James Abdnor was a voice for the rural United
States in Congress, where he advocated for family farms
and small business, rural water systems and electrifica-

tion, a balanced budget, and small-town values;

Whereas James Abdnor was appointed by President Ronald
Reagan to serve as the Administrator of the United
States Small Business Administration from 1987 to 1989

following his service in the United States Congress;

Whereas James Abdnor will be remembered for his humble
service to his constituents, dedication to the youth of
South Dakota, and defining influence on South Dakota

polities; and

Whereas the hallmarks of James Abdnor’s public service were
his integrity, kindness, respect for the common man, and

love for South Dakota: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That—
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(1) the Senate expresses profound sorrow and
deep regret regarding the death of the Honorable
James Abdnor, former member of the United States
Senate and House of Representatives for the State
of South Dakota, on May 16, 2012;

(2) the Senate respectfully requests that the
Secretary of the Senate communicate this resolution
to the House of Representatives and transmit an en-
rolled copy of this resolution to the family of the de-
ceased; and

(3) when the Senate adjourns today, the Senate
stand adjourned as a further mark of respect to the

memory of the Honorable James Abdnor.

O
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