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112TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. RES. 676 

To expose and halt the Republic of Turkey’s illegal colonization of the Repub-

lic of Cyprus with non-Cypriot populations, to support Cyprus in its 

efforts to control all of its territory, to end Turkey’s illegal occupation 

of northern Cyprus, and to exploit its energy resources without illegal 

interference by Turkey. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

JUNE 5, 2012 

Mr. ENGEL (for himself and Mr. BILIRAKIS) submitted the following 

resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

RESOLUTION 
To expose and halt the Republic of Turkey’s illegal coloniza-

tion of the Republic of Cyprus with non-Cypriot popu-

lations, to support Cyprus in its efforts to control all 

of its territory, to end Turkey’s illegal occupation of 

northern Cyprus, and to exploit its energy resources 

without illegal interference by Turkey. 

Whereas the Republic of Cyprus is an independent, sovereign 

nation-state; 

Whereas the Republic of Cyprus, as the only sovereign state 

on the island of Cyprus, is a member of the United Na-

tions, the European Union, and other key international 

organizations; 
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Whereas Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton stated 

that the Republic of Cyprus is ‘‘strategically important’’; 

Whereas Cyprus is a close friend and partner of the United 

States in the volatile eastern Mediterranean region; 

Whereas Cyprus and the United States share basic values of 

democracy and market-based economies; 

Whereas United Nations Security Council Resolution 939 of 

July 29, 1994, reaffirms that a solution to the Cypriot 

issue must be based on a State of Cyprus with a single 

sovereignty and international personality, and a single 

citizenship, with its independence and territorial integrity 

safeguarded, and comprising two politically equal commu-

nities as described in the relevant Security Council reso-

lutions, in a bicommunal and bizonal federation, and that 

such a settlement must exclude union in whole or in part 

with any other country or any form of partition or seces-

sion; 

Whereas the Republic of Turkey illegally occupies the north-

ern area of Cyprus with an armed force of 43,000 Turk-

ish troops; 

Whereas Article 49 of the 4th Geneva Convention of 1949 

states, ‘‘the Occupying Power shall not deport or transfer 

parts of its own civilian population into the territory it 

occupies’’; 

Whereas in 1954, Turkey ratified the 4th Geneva Convention 

of 1949; 

Whereas Turkey is attempting to colonize the part of Cyprus 

it occupies by sending hundreds of thousands of its citi-

zens to live permanently on Cyprus; 

Whereas the demographic makeup of the indigenous popu-

lation of the Republic of Cyprus is approximately 
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675,000 Greek-Cypriots, 90,000 Turkish-Cypriots, and 

8,000 others; 

Whereas this demographic makeup is being dramatically and 

illegally altered by the influx of non-Cypriot colonists sent 

from Turkey; 

Whereas the number of Turkish colonists who have been 

transplanted to Cyprus is estimated to be at least 

200,000 and could be as high as 500,000 based on state-

ments of Turkish-Cypriot opposition leaders, trade union-

ists, and journalists; 

Whereas the occupation regime rejected the Council of Eu-

rope’s recommendation to have an island-wide census car-

ried out by a competent international organization by 

blocking such a census in the occupied area; 

Whereas Turkey’s colonization plan was publicly exposed 

when Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan told 

Turkish-Cypriots protesting against the transfer of Turk-

ish colonists in the summer of 2011, ‘‘If you don’t want 

us to send people, you need to have more babies.’’; 

Whereas Turkey’s attempt to portray its illegal occupation 

and colonization practices as protecting Turkish-Cypriots 

from Greek-Cypriots has been brought into serious ques-

tion by recent history including the 17,000,000 intercom-

munal visits without violence since 2003; 

Whereas Greek-Cypriots and Turkish-Cypriots have a history 

of peaceful coexistence for nearly all of their 400 years 

together; 

Whereas according to Turkish-Cypriot opposition leaders, 

nearly half of all Turkish-Cypriots have left the country 

for Great Britain, the United States, or Australia since 

Turkey’s colonization of Cyprus began to the point that 
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today less than 90,000 Turkish-Cypriots live in the occu-

pied area; 

Whereas according to the leader of the Turkish-Cypriot 

‘‘Communal Democracy Party’’, Turkish-Cypriots are ‘‘in 

danger of extinction both in terms of the population and 

culturally’’; 

Whereas in recent years, the Republic of Cyprus along with 

other countries in the eastern Mediterranean, including 

Israel, have discovered vast reserves of natural gas within 

their territorial waters and Exclusive Economic Zones 

(EEZ); 

Whereas Cyprus and Israel recently signed an agreement de-

fining the boundaries of their respective EEZ’s, and on 

that basis are proceeding with the exploration of the 

area’s natural gas reserves; 

Whereas a United States company is currently developing hy-

drocarbon deposits in the offshore EEZ’s of Cyprus and 

Israel; 

Whereas these developments are potentially significant for the 

energy security of Europe; 

Whereas the United States Government supports the sov-

ereign rights of Cyprus and Israel to explore hydrocarbon 

deposits in their respective EEZ’s; 

Whereas in a classic colonialist attempt to exploit the na-

tional wealth of Cyprus, Turkey is attempting to extend 

its illegal occupation and control of parts of Cyprus to in-

clude Cyprus’ EEZ so it can unjustly seize and exploit 

the energy resources which are rightfully the property of 

the Republic of Cyprus; 
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Whereas Turkey’s drive to capture the energy resources of 

the Republic of Cyprus has been accompanied by a vari-

ety of provocative and bellicose actions including— 

(1) sending warships off of Cyprus’ southern coast 

to escort a Turkish research vessel looking for hydro-

carbon deposits; 

(2) Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

publicly warning that his country would ‘‘retaliate even 

more strongly’’ to any further mineral exploration by Cy-

prus around the island; 

(3) Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu 

warning of a ‘‘necessary response’’ if Cyprus went ahead 

with its energy development plans; 

(4) Turkey’s European Union Minister Egemen 

Bagis threatening that, ‘‘This is what we have a navy for. 

We have trained our marines for this. We have equipped 

the navy for this. All options are on the table. Anything 

can be done’’; 

(5) conducting air and naval military exercises south 

of Cyprus in the area of exploration; and 

(6) declaring invalid the agreement between Israel 

and Cyprus demarcating their EEZ’s; 

Whereas the highest levels of the United States Government 

privately urged Turkey to not follow through with its 

threats against Cyprus for exercising its sovereign right 

to explore its own natural resources; 

Whereas on April 26, 2012, Turkey began illegally drilling 

for oil and natural gas on the island of Cyprus, clearly 

within the Republic of Cyprus’ sovereign territory, and 

named a well ‘‘Turkish homeland’’, as the first in a 

‘‘drilling package’’ that also includes exploration through-

out Cypriot waters; 
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Whereas Turkish efforts to colonize areas of Cyprus and ex-

ploit its natural resources have even led certain leading 

Turkish officials, such as European Union Minister 

Egemen Bagis, to call for ‘‘annexing northern Cyprus to 

Turkey’’, which would be in direct violation of the United 

Nations Charter and United Nations Security Council 

resolutions on Cyprus; and 

Whereas 40,000 Turkish-Cypriots protested against Turkish 

austerity measures during demonstrations last year, with 

hundreds shouting and holding signs reading, ‘‘Ankara, 

get your hand off our shores’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives— 1

(1) respects and accepts the sovereignty of the 2

Republic of Cyprus as the only sovereign state on 3

the island of Cyprus; 4

(2) urges the Government of the Republic of 5

Turkey to respect, accept, and formally recognize 6

the sovereignty of the Republic of Cyprus over all of 7

the territory of the island of Cyprus, end its illegal 8

military occupation of Cyprus, and accept and fully 9

implement all United Nations Security Council Reso-10

lutions on Cyprus; 11

(3) supports the Republic of Cyprus in its plans 12

to explore and exploit energy reserves within its Ex-13

clusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and praises Cyprus 14

and Israel for working cooperatively to develop the 15

energy holdings in the region; 16
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(4) urges the Government of Turkey to cease 1

all activities and plans to further develop energy re-2

sources illegally within the territory and EEZ of the 3

Republic of Cyprus; 4

(5) opposes Turkey’s threatening statements 5

and naval movements designed to keep Cyprus from 6

exploiting its energy resources; 7

(6) expresses serious concern about Turkey’s 8

ongoing efforts to colonize the area of northern Cy-9

prus by sending hundreds of thousands of non-Cyp-10

riot Turkish citizens to Cyprus; 11

(7) considers the Government of Turkey in 12

grave violation of Article 49 of the 4th Geneva Con-13

vention of 1949 by transferring parts of its own ci-14

vilian population into occupied northern Cyprus; and 15

(8) urges the Administration to call on Turkey 16

to end its illegal colonization of Cyprus with non- 17

Cypriot populations, end its illegal occupation of 18

northern Cyprus, and end its illegal interference 19

with Cyprus’ exploitation of its energy resources. 20

Æ 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 05:41 Jun 06, 2012 Jkt 019200 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\HR676.IH HR676tja
m

es
 o

n 
D

S
K

6S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-07T14:50:13-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




