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Proposing a balanced budget amendment to the Constitution of the United
Q
States.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JANUARY 5, 2011

Mr. GOODLATTE (for himself, Mr. HENSARLING, Mr. KINGSTON, Mr. SMITH
of Texas, Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado, Mr. AKIN, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mrs.
BAacnoMaNN, Mr. Bacrus, Mr. BILBRAY, Mr. BRADY of Texas, Mr.
BRroOKS, Mr. BROUN of Georgia, Mr. BURGESS, Mr. BURTON of Indiana,
Mr. CaMPBELL, Mr. CARTER, Mr. CHAFFETZ, Mr. CONAWAY, Mr.
CRAWFORD, Mr. DENT, Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee, Mrs. EMERSON, Mr.
Freming, Mr. FORBES, Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, Mr. GALLEGLY, Mr.
GARDNER, Mr. GOHUMERT, Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia, Mr. HaLL, Mr.
HERGER, Mr. HULTGREN, Mr. HURT, Mr. Issa, Mr. JORDAN, Mr. KING
of Towa, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. LANCE, Mr. Larra, Mr. LUETKEMEYER,
Mr. Macg, Mr. Manzunno, Mr. McCaurn, Mr. McCLINTOCK, Mr.
McHENRY, Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS, Mr. MILLER of Florida, Mrs.
MiLLER of Michigan, Mrs. MYRICK, Mr. NEUGEBAUER, Mr. NUGENT,
Mr. OLsoN, Mr. PENCE, Mr. PrarTs, Mr. POE of Texas, Mr. POSEY,
Mr. REIBERG, Mr. RIGELL, Mr. ROE of Tennessee, Mr. ROGERS of Ken-
tucky, Mr. Roskam, Mr. Ross of Florida, Mr. Royce, Mr. SCALISE, Mr.
SENSENBRENNER, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. THOMPSON of
Pennsylvania, Mr. UpToN, Mr. WESTMORELAND, Mr. WILSON of South
Carolina, Mr. WITTMAN, Mr. YOUNG of Alaska, Ms. FOXX, Mr. RIBBLE,
Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. FARENTIIOLD, Mr. GRAVES of Missouri, Mr.
PeARrRCE, Mr. Prrrs, Mr. PompPEO, Mr. BARTLETT, Mr. GARRETT, and
Mr. CraBor) introdueed the following joint resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary

JUNE 23, 2011
Additional sponsors: Ms. HaYworTH, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. HUIZENGA of

Michigan, Mr. WALBERG, Mr. LANDRY, Mr. CULBERSON, Mr. DUNCAN
of South Carolina, Mr. GINGREY of Georgia, Mr. HARRIS, Mr.
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HurLskamMp, Mr. KuiNg, Mr. WEsT, Mr. WHITFIELD, Mr. FINCIER,
Mr. GiBBs, Mr. Gowpy, Mr. McCOrTTER, Mr. SOUTHERLAND, DMr.
STUTZMAN, Mrs. ScoMmipT, Mr. MARCOANT, Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Mr.
MuLvaNey, Mr. DESJARLATS, Mr. MCINTYRE, Mr. CaMP, Mr. DENHAM,
Mr. FLAKE, Mr. GRAVES of Georgia, Mr. NUNNELEE, Mr. TERRY, Mr.
Roxira, Mr. GuiNTA, Mr. STEARNS, Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, Mr.
BENISHTEK, Mr. ROHIRABACIIER, Mr. TrrroN, Ms. BUERKLE, Mrs.
ApaMs, Mr. CRAVAACK, Mr. HELLER, Mr. LABRADOR, Mr. ScortT of
South Carolina, Mr. FLORES, Mr. DAviS of Kentucky, Mr. YOUNG of In-
diana, Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas, and Mr. COBLE

JUNE 23, 2011

Reported with an amendment, referred to the House Calendar, and ordered

to be printed

[Strike out all after the resolving clause and insert the part printed in italic]

JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing a balanced budget amendment to the Constitution
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of the United States.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled (two-
thirds of each House concurring therein), Fhat the fol-
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provide by lasv for a speetfie exeess of ontlays over reeeipts
by a roleall vote:
provide for a speeifie inerease of outays abeve #his
amotht:
vide by law for such an merease by a roHeall vote:
sheth fratsit o the Coteress o proposed bidoet for the

SSBEETION 5 A bl to terease revente shal not be-
eall vote:
of this artiele for any fiseal year i which a declaration
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ent of debt prineipal:
That the following article is proposed as an amendment to
the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid
to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when
ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several
States within seven years after the date of its submaission
Jor ratification:
“ARTICLE —

“SEctioN 1. Total outlays for any fiscal year shall

not exceed total receipts for that fiscal year, unless three-

fifths of the whole number of each House of Congress shall
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5}
provide by law for a specific excess of outlays over receipts
by a rollcall vote.

“SEcTION 2. Total outlays for any fiscal year shall
not exceed 18 percent of economic output of the United
States, unless two-thirds of each House of Congress shall
provide for a specific increase of outlays above this amount.

“SECTION 3. The limat on the debt of the United States
held by the public shall not be increased unless three-fifths
of the whole number of each House shall provide by law
Jor such an increase by a rollcall vote.

“SECTION 4. Prior to each fiscal year, the President
shall transmit to the Congress a proposed budget for the
Unated States Government for that fiscal year in which
total outlays do not exceed total receipts.

“SECTION 5. A bill to increase revenue shall not become
law unless two-thirds of the whole number of each House
shall provide by law for such an increase by a rollcall vote.

“SECTION 6. The Congress may waive the provisions
of this article for any fiscal year i which a declaration
of war 1s in effect. The provisions of this article may be
wawved for any fiscal year in which the United States is
engaged 1 malitary conflict which causes an immainent and
serious malitary threat to national security and is so de-
clared by a joint resolution, adopted by a majority of the

whole number of each House, which becomes law.
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“SECTION 7. The Congress shall enforce and implement
this article by appropriate legislation, which may rely on
estimates of outlays and receipts.

“SEcTION 8. Total receipts shall include all receipts
of the United States Government except those derived from
borrowing. Total outlays shall include all outlays of the
Unated States Government except for those for repayment
of debt principal.

“SECTION 9. This article shall take effect beginning
with the later of the second fiscal year beginning after its
ratification or the first fiscal year beginning after December

31, 2016.”.
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