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To establish a coordinated avalanche protection program, and for other
purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

DECEMBER 18, 2009
Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr. BEGIcH, and Mr. UDALL of Colorado) in-
troduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources
Avaust 5, 2010
Reported by Mr. BINGAMAN, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To establish a coordinated avalanche protection program,
and for other purposes.
1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tiwes of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
5 laneche Proteetion Aet of 2009
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the Seeretary—

{6} APVISORY COMMFRLRE-
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shall establish & eentral deposttory for weapons; ammuni-
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safety and proteetion of persens; property; and
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SEC: 5: LIMOITATION:
of artilery or any other avalancherelated actions affectine
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Federal Land Avalanche
Protection Act of 2010
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:
(1) CoumrrTEE—The term “Commattee” means
the Avalanche Artillery Users of North America Com-
mittee.
(2) PROGRAM.—The term “program” means the
avalanche protection program established under sec-
tion 3(a).
(3) SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary” means
the Secretary of Agriculture, acting through the Chief
of the Forest Service.
SEC. 3. AVALANCHE PROTECTION PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall establish
an avalanche protection program to provide information
and assistance to users of avalanche-prone National Forest

System land.
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(b) OBJECTIVES.—The objectives of the program in-

clude—

(1) to wnform and educate the public about the
risks posed by avalanches to reduce the potential for
mjury, death, or property damage;

(2) to provide avalanche forecasts for avalanche-

prone areas of the National Forest System that are

Jfrequented by recreational or other users;

(3) to provide oversight of activities relating to
the prevention and control of avalanches by ski area
and other special use permat holders on National For-
est System land, including the procurement, control,
and use of artillery; and

(4) to facilitate research on the objectives of the
program, including research on the development of al-
ternatives to military artillery.

(¢) COORDINATION.—In carrying out this section, the

Secretary shall—

(1) use the resources of—

(A) the National Avalanche Center of the
Forest Service; and

(B) other partners; and
(2) work with the Commaittee and other partners

to improve—
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(A4) coordination among users of artillery
used to prevent and control avalanches; and
(B) access to, and the control and use of, ar-
tillery and other methods to prevent and control
avalanches.
(d) GRANTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL—The Secretary wmay make
grants to any person to further the objectives of the
program.

(2) PRIORITY.—The Secretary shall give priority
to grants under paragraph (1) that enhance public
safety.

(3) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to carry out
this subsection $4,000,000 for each of fiscal years
2010 through 2014.
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