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111TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. RES. 847 

Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that any conference 

committee or other meetings held to determine the content of national 

health care legislation be conducted in public under the watchful eye 

of the people of the United States. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

OCTOBER 20, 2009 

Mr. BUCHANAN (for himself, Mr. LANCE, Mr. ROE of Tennessee, Mr. LEE of 

New York, Mr. ROGERS of Michigan, Mr. BURTON of Indiana, Mr. 

MCCARTHY of California, Mr. BOOZMAN, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. MACK, 

Mrs. BONO MACK, Mr. CULBERSON, Mr. DUNCAN, Mr. LUCAS, Mr. 

COLE, Mr. LATOURETTE, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. BUYER, Mr. WESTMORE-

LAND, Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida, Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin, Mr. 

TURNER, Mr. CALVERT, Mr. GINGREY of Georgia, Mr. CANTOR, Mr. 

WITTMAN, Mr. ISSA, Mr. KINGSTON, Mr. BROWN of South Carolina, Mr. 

JONES, Mr. PAUL, Mr. LATTA, Ms. FALLIN, Mr. BLUNT, Mrs. SCHMIDT, 

Mr. HENSARLING, Mr. ROSKAM, Mr. JORDAN of Ohio, Mr. STEARNS, Mr. 

DREIER, Mr. SHUSTER, Mrs. EMERSON, Mr. CAMPBELL, Mr. SESSIONS, 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida, Mr. PUTNAM, Mr. WHITFIELD, Mr. PETRI, Mr. 

LAMBORN, Mr. BOEHNER, Mr. HERGER, Mr. TERRY, Mr. CAMP, and Mr. 

HOEKSTRA) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the 

Committee on Rules 

RESOLUTION 
Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that 

any conference committee or other meetings held to de-

termine the content of national health care legislation 

be conducted in public under the watchful eye of the 

people of the United States. 
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Whereas House rules allow conference committees to hold 

closed-door meetings that exclude the public and press; 

Whereas over the years, full transparency has not been the 

standard as conferees have met privately behind closed 

doors; 

Whereas in previous years, conferees have met in smaller 

rooms or private meetings and avoided full transparency; 

Whereas the New York Times has reported on a disturbing 

pattern of House leadership skirting open access by al-

lowing small groups of conference committee members to 

meet privately; 

Whereas ABC News reported earlier this year that the $1 

trillion stimulus bill was passed after ‘‘closed-door nego-

tiations’’; 

Whereas health care reform is one of the largest public policy 

reforms taken up by Congress in generations; 

Whereas health care reform will affect the lives of all people 

in the United States; 

Whereas health care constitutes one-sixth of the Nation’s 

economy; and 

Whereas Congress is elected by the people to serve the peo-

ple: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that it is the sense of the House of Rep-1

resentatives that any conference committee or other meet-2

ings held to determine the final content of sweeping na-3

tional health care legislation be held in full public view 4

and not behind closed doors. 5

Æ 
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