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111TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. RES. 1298 

Encouraging efforts to reduce the use of paper and plastic bags. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

APRIL 22, 2010 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia (for himself, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. FARR, Mr. RYAN 

of Ohio, Mr. HONDA, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. ANDREWS, Mr. BER-

MAN, Mr. NADLER of New York, Ms. WOOLSEY, Ms. EDWARDS of Mary-

land, Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mr. BOYD, 

Mrs. CAPPS, Ms. HARMAN, Mrs. DAVIS of California, Mr. WAXMAN, Ms. 

DEGETTE, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. SCHAUER, Ms. WATSON, Ms. 

SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. MATSUI, Mr. HINCHEY, and Mr. GARAMENDI) sub-

mitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on 

Energy and Commerce 

RESOLUTION 
Encouraging efforts to reduce the use of paper and plastic 

bags. 

Whereas paper and plastic disposable bags are distributed ex-

tensively throughout our society and are typically dis-

posed of after their initial use; 

Whereas the rate of recycling of paper and plastic disposable 

bags is extremely low, accounting for only 1–3 percent of 

plastic bags and only 13–15 percent of paper bags; 

Whereas paper and plastic disposable bags consume valuable 

natural resources in their production, increase waste gen-

eration, and contribute to litter; 
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Whereas plastic bags inflict direct environmental damages to 

communities, making up over half of the plastic in the 

Anacostia River and over 43 percent of litter in the Los 

Angeles River; 

Whereas the impact of single-use retail plastic and paper 

bags imposes a high cost on citizens in terms of recy-

cling, landfill, sewer cleanup costs, and environmental 

damage; 

Whereas legislation that imposes a fee on plastic and paper 

bag consumption in the District of Columbia has dras-

tically reduced disposable bag consumption; 

Whereas United States businesses recognize natural resource 

limitations and the need to design systems and encourage 

practices that minimize the use of and recover these valu-

able materials; 

Whereas many United States businesses are already estab-

lishing programs, including consumer credit programs, 

that promote the use of reusable bags and reduce dis-

tribution of plastic and paper bags; and 

Whereas these programs have benefitted businesses, con-

sumers, and the environment, and overall have been high-

ly successful: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House of Rep-1

resentatives that States should take any and all necessary 2

measures to— 3

(1) establish targets for businesses to reduce 4

distribution of plastic and paper bag use by 40 per-5

cent over the next 5 years; 6
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(2) encourage businesses to adopt consumer 1

credit programs to promote reusable bag use; 2

(3) educate the public about using reusable 3

bags through public-private initiatives, public aware-4

ness campaigns, and other methods whenever pos-5

sible; and 6

(4) facilitate the dissemination of best practices 7

among businesses for reducing single-use retail bag 8

consumption. 9

Æ 
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